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FAMILY INSTRUCTOR. 


MAY Tlie VIUST. 

Ti;i: !m:atii of ahscr. 

^ Samuel, iii. ;iS.— -Kwoir #/r itot that thcve is tt 
piiui'C and a great maa fat ten this day in Isiacii 

The Insiured Volume maj justly l>e denoiniiiatt^d 
the history of hutiian nature ; for here the 
ajid their cfi'ecU are so ex^icily de^'ribi'd in the 
conduct of persons moving in every ^pliere of life, 
that the prince may derive wistloiii from tlie same 
ktjjijns illicit teach iiU suhjecU oiredience, ami 
inculcate practical virtue upon all classes of society. 
Fur the proof of this an appCul might ho made to 
that part of the Sacred Records %\hicli uarraies tlus 
life and reign of David, where, without tlie slightest 
appearance of art, the causes of events are traced to 
those springs of action which the intelligence of man 
may kus|k.( t in many cases, but cannot detennine 
with certainly in any. Here also perceive the 
operation of Frovidrnce iu bringing good out of evil, 
by converting designs, funned against the decrees of 
Heaven, into tiisiniments for aci'clcrating their esia- 
lili«*hinciit. civil war niised by Abuev in siippoit 
of the house of Saul, did not tcriuiiiate with tlic buttle 
A 2 



4 TItE DEATH OP AB 

of Gibeon; lliough in that contest, and its copscquences, 
the general miglit have seen how vain iOHIk to op- 
pose v hat God had appointed. A inistukcii notion 
of honour led this commander into the ntsh act of 
resisting the Divine authority ; but m fiile he de« 
ceived himself with the idea tliat fidelity to the royal 
sticcession was his sole motive, h^s affections were 
m:der the influence of aiio her iinpuisc. Till Ish- 
boshcdi iinprudciitly quarrelled witli Inin for having 
taken one of his master’s concubines, Abner adhered 
firmly to the house of Saul, and strengthened it by 
the vigilance of bis administration. Ihit this reproof 
touched him to the quick, and discovered the latent 
movements of his hoait. lie reproached Ishbosln tli 
for his ingratitude, and ackiiowleged iu the warmth of 
i-esentnieut the justice of those claims \\ hit'll it w as 
his dijt\ to have examined before be diew the SN\ord. 
So slight arc the ties which bind men together when 
religion is not the principle of their union, and thiy 
are actuated merely by a repird to tenipornl con- 
venience, the sense of hoiiotir, or pri\atc attachment. 
Abner behaved with gencru^ity in supporting the 
throne of Ishfoosheth, but he would have acted better 
in submitting at first to the decision which had 
allotted the inheritance to another person, whove 
merits he well knew, and whose title was beyond 
dispute. 

Still die general manifested a spirit .perfectly dis- 
interested, since, with the power which lie possessed, 
nothing could be more easy tliaii to have deposed 
the feeble monarch whom lie had adVhnciid, or to 
have excited an insurrection against liiin. But 
neither a sense of the w'rong he had received, nor 
the popularity which he eiijoy^, could induce Ahuer 
to take any steps for his own s^randizenu nt. He 
did indeed enter into a negotiation with the king of 
Jiidnh, but he formed no conspiracy against Ish- 
bo^cth, unless tbe convening of the ataiet of Israel 
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he placed in that invidious light. So far/ lio\?ever^ 
was this smasttre from being wrong, that Abner 
stands justly blumeable fof not having had recourse X» 
it before in wliieli ca 2 <e much blood would hnva 
been saved, many feuds prevented, and his own life 
prolonged to a good old age. From bis de^hiration 
in this assembly ,^it is evident that the elders of isiael 
were favourable to the rights of David, on tlie 
strongest of all gmnnde^ tlmt of religious obedienca 
to the authority wliich imparted them. Iht^se princes 
hud hitherto been prevented from following their 
wishes by the iufllieHceof die minister; hut no sooner 
whs Ums rt^truiiit removed, than tliey chit rhilly a€«*> 
ceded to xiiv proposition iiunle to them ; and even 
Bei^antin, tlmiigli natufatiy most partial to tite 
family of Saul, came into the same resolttlion for 
the general good. Having thus secured the consent 
of the states, the general repaired to Hebron, where 
he was entertained with a s^emn feast, and then de^ 
parted to fuifiU bis promise to David : " 1 will gather 
all Israel unto my lord the king, that they may make 
a league with thee, and dial thou mayest reign over 
all that thine heart desiretli.” 

'tins great design he was not permitted to execute^ 
being cut oft on his way homewards by the treachery 
of Joab, out of revenge, as he pretended, for the 
deutli of Asnhcl, but moved in reality by the black 
jinssions of malice and jealousy, llie manner in 
which this tmirder was committed, exceeds in ma- 
lignity all that is rccoiiUd of the savage ferocity of 
antieiit nations ; tboiigli unhappily it has not been 
w ithout parallels in days of boasted virtue and know- 
lege. It was an olTeiice compounded of political 
craft and personal animosity ; enmity to the uvati, 
and envy of his powers. When Joab heard how 
Abner had been treated, lie hastened to the kiug, 
and reprehended him for suffering f>ne to escape, 
whom the traitor Ascribed as marked, by features, 
A. a 
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U'hich were nothing more than the rc-flt^cteil image of 
bis OtW« foul iniud. He ilescribed ^\bncr as one who 
had covert designs upon tfie throne, and tliercf<»re 
uftected friendship, that he might obM’i ve|the goings 
vout and the comings in of JDavid, aitd all that he 
did.. This attempt of Joab to. prejudice bis master, 
xvas done with an intent to lessen ^le horror of the 
deed which the wreith was meditating, and to make 
the king believe that nothing but zeal to his service 
aird the good of the mitiun prompted the dreadful 
act. Joab, on quitting the- ro^al pr^eiicc, dispatch.ed 
SEiesseiigers "to recall Abner, and having got him 
^ apart* from his guunis, ** smote him under the fifth 
nb, and he died/’ Huts fell the accomplished leader 
.of die/amiies of Israel, not by the hand of an 
ordinary assassin, the brutality of whose nature miglit 
have rendered the crime less remarkable, but by one 
of his own high rank and profession, who knew the 
law of arms and the law of (lod, both of which 
forbid the taking a four advantage even of an enemy. 
The character of Abner,. with the exception of a few 
faiiiiigs, exhibit the varipus qualities which are re- 
quisite iu an elevated station ; undaunted valour and 
,*pure benevolence, a high sense of loyalty, and an 
earnest desire to piomote the welfare of the people. 
^\ei1 then might David lament the loss of so great a 
man, and be shocked :tf the wickedness by which he 
was dcprivt<l of his services at u time when they 
were eepeciuliy wauted to heal the breaches of the 
. kingdoiii. iiut lately invested with the casigtts of 
royalty, and surr<iuud« d by ambitious courtiei.s, who 
were as ready to itbel against him as lo serve him, 
the young iiionurcb saw ht this traii.sactton the in- 
security of bis own state, while he had to uiottrii for 
a gnet/ which he could not puuish. Aiul the king^. 
said unto his servants. Know yc not that llieic is a 

r rince and a great man fallen this day in Israel f And 
am this clay weak, though anoiuted king: and tluv# 
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nmif the sons of Zcrtuah, be too hard for 
Lord shall reward the doer of evil accordi^ t<^. 
his wickedness.” This. is a faitbfut sketch of everjF* 
.society wh^c the government, becomes enfeebled 
the cuiTuptioii of morals^ the contentions of parties,» 
and the eiicroachmenU of faction. Such MrasjhH 
voiidltion m whiidv David Ibiuid Israelr and Judab 
where the want of religion produced a contempt of 
Uie huvs, and the chief ^magistrate may be naM to 
have borne the sword in vain, as be bad not the- 
power to use it without endangering his-own life and 
involving the country^ in a new war. But tbougjlii 
Joab escaped Uie. immediate reward of bis iniquity^ 
Divine vengeance visited ti|)on him the blood of the 
innocent, agreeable to the prediction of bis sovereign ; 
for having completed the measure of bis crimes 
icbeliion, he fell, grasping for se(*Urity the horns of 
the altar. Like too many who have grown old iii 
wickedness, the traitor .thought himself ssdc in ihr 
tabernacle of God, and shdtered under die forms oC ■ 
religion ; but Solomon being sensible diat justice ear 
well as nierc^ must consecrate the sanctuary, ordered 
him to be slain even in the holy place, " lliu 
Lord,” said the king, shall return bis blood upon 
his own bead, who fell upon two men more righteous 
and better than he, and slew them with the swordk 
uiy father David not knowing thereof, ii». wit^ 
Abner, the son of Ner, captain of the host of Israel* 
and Atnasa, tlu: son of JcUmt, captain of the host oC 
Judah. 'J'hcir blouii shall iherdToru retuni upon- 
die head of Joah, and n|ioii the head of his seeih 
for ever; but upon David, aiuk upon Ills seed, 
and upon his house, and upon his throne, shall there 
be peace foe cVcr/fruin the Loid.” 1 Kings, ii* 


A 4' 
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miE FATE. OF |}K2AM« 


MAY THE SECOND. 

THE FATE OF VZZAK. 

12 Samuel, vi. 7,—Jnff the anger of the Lord rccri 
* ktntl,fu * gainst Vzzah, ami Goa s/noick him there 
fv /i*s tnur; and there he diea by the hand of 
God, 

One of the cliirf sotirces of inficWit}', and the 
caii«e of liHifh heciUiousTiess in practice, is the dc- 
h.sioii hy winch men cheat theinseives into a belief 
that error is innomit. With ri^pcct to men in their 
relation to each other .as membeis of society, nothing 
can be more cert^^in than that no human power has 
authority over rdigtous opinions ; btit the question is 
of a very diHerent nature, as it affects the character 
and conduct of the mind in tta conneaion with the 
Author of all truth. The mistaken inotions of another 
nvaii ought not to abate our charity t6wards him ; but 
at the same time the consideration of them a^nld 
make ns more watchful over onr own tfionghts^ 
diligent in the use of means, and hninbie in the 
acquisition of kiiowlege. Divnie things must be 
studied in a very different manner from those of 
sense; for we must remember that dud is hi heaven 
and we upon earth ; that his thoughts are not our 
thoughts, and that ail wc can learn of bis will must 
he through the medium of his own revealed word. 
VTitL such n rule then in our possession, no error is 
innocent that si^ts the humtiti Judgment to decide 
what has bcen-.ulrcndy determined by the mierring 
ataiiclard of wisdom and holiness. Every attempt to 
nlirie away an express dechunalionf or td lower the 
obligation of a precept, whatever may be tlie siicf 
cess of it among lucn, will be irgarded as little 
sliort of rebellion against the majesty of Him, who 
imparted the one for faith and the other for obedt*- 
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encc. Some there arc who consider the Sacred 
Volume as a treasure of various' cuiiosities^ cal» 
culuted rather for speculative observation^, tliau foF 
the goveriHFent of the temper and the regulation of 
life. Jo iKTsons of this inquisitive disposition no- 
tions are of more importance than duties ; and tliaC 
which the^Fathef of Ughts has mercifully given to 
be ii lamp unto oiir feet hi this dark and corrupt 
ivorlih that we may attaili a higher and biitter state, 
is made the subject <if critical investigation and of 
endless dispute, where reason, which should be guided 
by revelation, is established 4>ver it as a judge. J'bU 
luUuraliv tends to generate pride and vain confidence; 
so that the man who I'attcies hiiitseif wise above what 
is written, inteiiiieddh’S with the Scriptures as he 
wtHihi with the unhallowed c<jiitpositif»ns of luimaii 
genius ; applying his own principles and ideas to 
exyJuiii w liat his ssigarity never could have discovered. 
But the evil attinding ndigious error is not merely of 
a private concern, oflWnsive to God and subversive 
4>f moral miprovcniciit ; it is in fact ‘ injurious to 
society, ns every one infected with it endeavours to 
contaminate his lu tghhour; aiui the more pernicious- 
the delusion is, the greater desire and zeal he wili 
sliow to sprtail its iitduence. Jlie force of example 
is proport hnted to the n puUttioii of the pei>o!i who 
sets it, and the d<'gree of interest excitevi in the miiui ; 
if, tliereiore, delusive doctrines aio promulgated by 
one who ranks high for learning or sanctity, he may. 
not only poison the present gcucration, but sow the 
seeds of iiiiscUief for many ages to come. 1 1 cannot 
then be inatler of wonder that the Scriptures should, 
abound with strot^ waniiugs against false principles 
in religion but we may well be astonished to see 
error treated as hprailess and indiSerent by tuen 
who profijMa to believe in the Divine authoiUy of 
tliese writiii|;8. The very fact of giving a revelation 
die. unpoftlttcc of truth ; aud the uiuuereiM 
A 5 
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THi: FATP. OF VZZAH. 


Vji.ncuons to ninhitnin it invioliiic, as fctrc'bN 

fhe davg* r of cAplHimiijr ft ibe smallest puii vi i: 
-/or oi»r c v.iivt ^^a*r.('e, or ot aiitiiiig to the law of (Jod 
toy thing of hmtrui dt xice to plt*asc» out fane v, 
.Many ins ai.its iniglit aUo bt* pHiductd to prove 
lha> not?::: g is trivial vlikli (Jod l a* *m/a4rlt'c!, not 
any thing indil/V’rent vvhieh he hath et»iiiniaiidt d. 
The fate o? I'/zali is a remarkable circumstance, and 
stands as a j.ctpi'tual hs'< h of cntitioii to av 'nl all 
ioTriis’on in holy things, vvheie the direction is settled 
and dk* pr»-liihition is stbsiiute; fir though it hap- 
pen'd whi^e flu* Mt'saic dispi ii^aiion was in foire, it 
recortlid “ ft*r our athiitJiiitton, upon whom 
the ei'.jds <d' the \torld are etuiie.*' \ (.'or. x. II. 
When n:!v:d V!*niticd his inIrntKm of n incjvm*: the 
aide fnms the imuse of Abihad;!b, il wa^i tin* dtUy of 
ihp Ki.vi .v^to have c arrlrd if npoti llieir .‘‘h* nldt rs j 
ms!e:ui of which the; p!a<ed it upon a new cart, 
diuw;? by t'.o f)xen. ihi** was ib-e manner in which 
U'le ark came Into tlieir posM ; hut whul inL?it 
b,C CMunn ia! diU‘ in was inc.\i‘i:s:d>h ni 

yc r“o. ^ wh< «•** pinfessioii lantht them the foiriis of 
their ril»iai, atui lie per.ah!< m t*v wl.uh ll.< \ were 
- g s.-.rd.- 4I. 'fh<* fii^t error was fotlowed hy aiuillu r ; 

for I ?y::h ti.ini.ing the ark in d;mg< r of tailing, put 
fprth h:s !;and 10 «<iipport it, contraiy to an c.\pr4S» 
fttatiiU', ac.d was struck d«:id on the sp<it. 'i he 
nffci.ee and the j lini'tnra nl aipfarcd so djsprojMtr- 
lionatc, c\eii tf> ihaifi, tlial fearing lest a similar 
Judgiiicnt might tail upon l.dinsi If, h* c:i»i.s«tl the 
aik tc» be deposited jii the house of Ofa (i* 4 ^doiii, 
-where it rem. iried tiii the jippteliciisioiiii of the king 
subsided, bs !*is b^ irc^ better informed ; and then he 
brought up the holy \e«si l to the tabernacle with 
great rejoicing. In ih conduct and fate of ITzzab, 
the people were taught that negligence in rdUgioua 
duty <9 diaplf asinc to (mkI, who will not W sereec^ 
.hj the bleach oi hia laws ; iHif filhiw ilttmib deter- 
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mine the nuinner of ^bserviug. his ordinances, llii* 
lievUe probably acted without any bad dtsieii^ but. 
it bt'cuine him to acquire a titorougb kiiowTege of 
the iiust comiiiitted to bis care; since an v error inr 
the discharge of it, ibougb the effect of ignorance 
uas likely to proic injurious to the community, 
5\ho see ing* holy filings treated irreverently, would its. 
time coiitiact an aversion not only to the forms but 
to the very substance df religion. All things 
shoti'd be (ioim to edifying but if \vc take upon 
ourselves to settle w iiat doctrines and rules are best 
a.:;ipted for t)ir«t purpose, we shall be foiiud guilty of 
ciicroachiiig r«poii the prerogative of God, aiicL of 
rendering as tar as li( s in otir power bis W'ord of none 
ciicet. Let us (hen, as tiicmbcrs of the bodv repre- 
sented by the material ark of the covenant, take heed 
how* \u j'.r<»faiu (hat holy stricture by any coticcils of 
our own; htr oilier fouiidation can no man lay lhau. 
lliiit is laid, which is Jesus Cbiisf.'* I Cor. jii. H*. 


MAY THE THIRD. 

aitOMisp. or Tin: Messiah. 


Samuel, vii. J(), J7 - — Thine homx* mid fin/ kingr^ 
dom bit all /h: cMabiished J\tr ever bvfoic ihee*' 
tht/ throne shaft be cbtnMii^ed Jhr ever, ^lecord*^ 
iuar io alt these inn ds, attd arcording to alt thit 
vibion, so did Suthun sjmak unto David* 


Fhrhk are few cluipters iti the Kebnwv Scriptures 
ofjequpl iiJiportiHiWl -Vrilh the present, and ret hardly 
tiny one ludF.b^ea so obseijire by vvant of 

cure if wuserioui$ly.atteiid to tlm 

oyideti^ vi^Vll^ addiiceti in the New 

"" % find that among otb^ pou of 
de^ the 

A ft* 
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FltOMISB OF THE MESSIAH* 


I>avid and the son of Abraham. In the genealogical 
btstorj of our Saviour, this point is particularly re- 
garded, and the feature of his royal origin is marked 
milh sofheiem accuracy; but though thelffeof David 
occupies a considerable portion of the Old Tc‘?ta- 
mefit, we meet with no such promise iii;/de to him, 
unless it be contained in this mrssrtgc from God hv 
tile nioutii of Nathan. The Psalms -indeed cxliil>it 
numerous testimonies of I)avid s f:iilh in tiie grcni 
article of redemption through Christ; but piophtlic 
as these sublime compositions are, it is j»ut to tin !i. 
lhat wc must' look for t!je decree upon v. 
the universal expectation of the Jew- \ \> in Jrd. 
As the hope of- this people has been :u • 

rompanied by the |H>rsuasioii lhat tlnii 
shall he of the house and lineage r t 'mii 

observation must be directed to tin i: n^. 
records for the ground of this 4 im‘» . Ihii no 
declaration of this nature can he ! lUul :;n\ wlnie 
except in this answer to the prop, , t pi' n- 
monarch to build a temple in 
^Ihe offer was rejected; b »t then a !>' 

and that in terms which pr.ms d to 

f(IJ|jpH:tliiiig more than a temporal r.^labiidiis.cnt or :in 
earthly throne. After enuinerating ihc muclis be- 
stowed upon David and upon Inriul, the jnophci 
Igocs on to describe another scene far inori: glorious, 
to rise at a distant period, under a sovereign wIkisc 
dominion shall be extensive and everkisting.' ^I'his 
promise, when correctly rendered, nins in these 
words: ** When thy days arc fulfilled, and tlioti slialt 
sleep with thy fathers, 1 will set up thy seed after 
thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and 
I will establish his kingdrim. He shall tniild a house 
for my name, and I will eonhrm the Alftftt .of his 
lui^dom for ever. 1 will be liis father, ipid he shall 
be my ton; in bearing iii.€|tiity £ will M 

with die rod of mea, and'witb tlie seourgst'ftfv At 

2 
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rliildrcn of Al^al 1 l ; yet my mercy s!iall not depart 
from him, as I look it from Saul, nhom I removed 
from before tiu c. Hut thiiic house and ihy kingdom 
be eslablisheii for ever, bt foiv ihec : ihy ttiroiie 
he cslabllsheil forever.*’ However ma^^nilirent 
inlglil he the rei^n of Solomon, it v. as too liiifittd 
and inixeif for ample and spli adid pre(h< lion. 
[l is tme he liiiik a tcrn])le to the ^lory of (jod, but 
tlii^ snp<il) '•lii'ciMie perished; and ici the dais of his 
<tn\ tin* till ohe ‘>f Daiid was shakfm hy a revolution, 
ill wlinli till lii'jts veparatftl am! formed anolle-r 
*1 he fiihilim iit of tills propl.icy, iheie- 
f lu . riMsl he for in oiIki* pirsoii, uiui 

;n ilri \f i> diht u nt eiri‘uni>tai)ees from any of whom 
we read m ilie I >KI 'i'eslament ; Wcause in iso ca>e 
<io r vlien* find an t'stiiljli>hment so perinaneiit as 
that la i - Too nor any rharacter correspondent 
•11 .lii ih«- \eiy reniaikahle one here de- 

lin« at(*d. lenh tl.e kitr.xdoiii and this idetitical £0>'e- 
n i'.M) .*!•' i» he 4*kTnul, which could not be 

alhiiued, n Ijn pei hohcally, of any empire, how- 
euT i.oi ot any tamtiacror with all his powet' 

and ;n (|niMt lojjw. 

dli.it tht* iittral sense of the declamtion foiled, os 
it applied to the dynasty of David, wc have just seen, 
ill the iiivihion of the kingdom, which took place not 
many years after his death; consequently the pro- 
phecy has either received its accomplishment in 
another form, br it yet renuiiiis to bo fulfilled* If 
there are any who look upon tt as a thing still to 
come, tliry must account satisfactorily for the aua- 
pension of the promise in the long interval that has 
elapsed from the extinction of the house of Davidt 
as the ruler of Israel. During this period the throne 
lias beenactueUv antnlniated, and the posterity of that 
prinee tbi^ in me general dis|iersion of tlie seetl of 
JaotA* far, then, it cannot be maiiitamed 

eiqr degree of coosisleQcy^ that the house or 
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^Kniily of tlaviil has been cstabiislii^d; and cvrn if 
one of this line should hereafter regain the d4>ininioii 
of his ancestors, and iiiiraciilously coliect the s* ;it- 
feral race ot Israel into their own lahch it will he 
extravag-anl to call that'n perpetual sovereignty which 
WiiS destroyed for many ages. Ue^aid to Scripliaul 
verity then compels us to seek for a spiritual iiittr- 
pretution of the message ; and here we shall need no 
farther help than what is afforded by the laiiginn^c of 
the pniinise^ and the iIiii>tratioii which it recedes 
fromolhtr prophecies, 'ihep.erson of whom it is 
S|>6ken is di^tiugui<>lKd by two reinarkahle chaiae- 
(erislicsi denoting Idgh dignity and extreme l.tinii.ia- 
fion. Tliough ex I'Tessly called the i?on of (iod, he 
is represented as sidfering for onr iniquitx, uiul chas> 
t'.sedwilli ti;e stripes due to the cliildteii of iiteii. 
lint it is plain that this puiiidiineiit is not for ptr- 
sonai detnent, hecati<e, lhroiiglK>ut, the subject of it 
stands distingfiisl ed by paternal affection, is chosen 
to he the foiindir of the acceptable building foi the 
Service of ,lclin\ah, and is finally coiistituttd an c-\er«- 
lusftngkiig. 'lo human coiKeptioii, inderd, it may 
seem strange, tliat one perfectly innocent in himself 
sli' idd suffer correction, or endure the juclgiitent of 
malt factors ; hut the evangelical prctpliet has de- 
ciiljed this \o untary act of the Messiah in teiins 
vtiiich explain both tiie cause suul the etlVct of tlie 
decree; was wounded for our tiaiisgressioiis, 

he was bruised for our iiiic|uiiic.s ; the chastise iiieiit 
of «*iir peace was upon faiiii ; und with his .siri|»cs we 
are healed/’ Is. liii. fj. In all dns we certainly per- 
ceive uotliitrg hke the pomp and splendour usually 
attaclied to the uica of royalty; and yet this, very 
degradation is the basis of that holy structure, cou- 
ceriiing which such glorious images are accuuiuiuted 
to set forth its extent and perfection., is the 

language of -the Divine Person, to whom ilstykl.oiul 
die prophets bore witness a$ tlm Idpid of Xgife 
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aiiJ the llodfrnu r of Mnii : ** I lay in 

Zion for a foinulutioii a sl<*:»e, n uletl stone, a pre- 
vious corner-sloiu?, a sure foimitiiliou ; In- that bc- 
Ikntth shall not iiuiLo haste.” Is. xxviii. !{j. 

The house thtn which t!ie th*sc*oii<Iaiil of David 
was to hnjid, must Iiave been sotiu llting more flsan 
a inaU rial edilict'*; for to nothin!; of that kind could 
tlie asMU'aiK'C of iaiimitability be applied. 'J he same 
may be said of the kingdom whiih this wonderful 
person was to t .slabltsh ; for it woidd be no less 
extravagant to call any hitman society iternai, than 
to make the disgrace aiid siifTering of the found<T 
stressary tf» its formation and secnrily. Temporal 
grandeur nin^t be supported by a<k quale means, in 
the numb: r of which, pain and poverty, ignominy 
ami distress, raiuiot be romklercd without doing 
violence to every tVeling #^f the htart and seuliiiient 
of the nitdci standing. Yet the accounts of the 
i!cde< iner, iqton which the faith of the antlent church 
v’ias li.xed, aiifcc in describing him as u sufferer, 
rids was exhibited in the aftectiiig scene upon Mount 
Muriali, wIk*u the Patriarch, in obedience to the 
l)i\nse* mandate, appealed ready to sacrifice his obe- 
d;ent son; the .same tnilliwas imparted to David; 
and in the proplierics of wtiieii . he was the inspire4 
author, the cxalt ition of the Saviour is alwavs pre* 
cidtxi by a view of Him in the rfrcunif«tuiice8 of 
bodily aHlii lion and mental agony. One of the n»ost 
.striking of these is the second P^idni, where llic 
kingdom of Christ is 'painted in bold and glowing 
colours; tint even there wc firnP tliis ilIttstTious 
JVrson previously enduring the fiercest (lerseciiiion 
from the priiieipaliciesand rulers of th.s w*orld, before 
bis estabjisli.iiiiit upon the holy hit! of Zion. Here 
then is » full and |ierfect coinineni upon the promise 
recuriltsd ip iW history of l>avkl, and us siieh it has 
been .pronounced by an evangelical expositor, who 
r^lm Id the original deerce^ ami the prophetical 
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explanation of it, in these direct terms : ** Unto 
which of the angels said God at any tiinCi Thou art 
my Son, this day have 1 begotten thee i And agaiiip 
I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a 
Son:'' Heb. i. 3. It it be asked when the era of 
this glorious kingdom commenced, and by what sign 
or public act it was celebrated, tin? most satisfactory 
reply may be given by directing the inquirer to the 
majestic spectacle on the ifiouiitain in Galilee, when 
the risen and triuiiiphaiit Jesus, before hU ascension, 
thus addressed Ins siirroCiriding disciples: ** All 
power is gi\ea unto me in heaven and in earth. 
Go ye, thcrefoie, and teach all nations, bnptixing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe all 
things wdtatever 1 have commanded you : and lo, 1 
am with you alway, even unto tiie end of the 
world*” Matt.axviii. 18 — ^20. 


MAY TIIK FOURTIL 

THE FALL OF DAVID. 

€ Samuel, xi. tht thing that J}avid hud 

done displeased the l^?d, 

/L state of prosperity is often most dangerous to 
virtue, by giving indulgence to the passiom, and 
opening new sources of temptation, llie niaa who 
has various cares to occupy bis altention, and con* 
slant employmrnt for bis Uioughts, finds bis lime 
little enough for tlie necessities which are to be 
supplied and the duties which lie has to dischaiga. 
But when his anxir ties lessen, and the enioyment of 
accumulated wealth renders concern for the future a 
matUr of ijidiflFerence, he is apt to say, ynilf the 
voluptuary in tlic parable^ Soul, thou hm wch 
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l^nocis laid np for many years : take ihine ette> eal^ 
driiiky and be merry.” 'lAilie, xH. !{>. We*Hire 
riiiud to pity liiin nho has to struggle through life 
in continual** peiiory ; but our conitniseration, per- 
haps, would be more properly bestowed upon the 
lord ot' the soil which the poor man cultivates by bis 
labour. The dangers of the one are multiplied with 
his possessions, while tlie constant but limited wofits 
of the other keep him regularly ein^doyed, and by 
detertnining his pursuits moderate bis expectations, 
lie that is placed abiive the urgency of business 
stands in the greater need of diligence lo preserve 
him from the snares which are spread in abumkiHce 
fer the idle and the afflcimt» m a worM tkaS knows 
BO middle stale between good and evii» the activity of 
virtue and die felly of vice. Numerous kwtaiiees 
illustrative of this truth are lo be found in the Sacred 
Kecords, where we observe Ibal the servants of cko 
Most Higb were disitfiKiusbed by Ibeir kidiislry ; and 
k is said of the great Exemplar of aU righteousnes!^ 
that ** be went about dbiag good/’ Acts, x. 3S. 

J3ut the history of David affords remarkable proofii 
of both cases ; the advantages arising from a life of 
exertion, tbou^ mixed with snfferiRg, and tiio fatal 
effects of carnal ease and security, to a mind 
grounded irs the principles of religion and habitually 
disposed to the practice of its rules. In his early 
days, when he kept his father s sbeep at Ib^thielieui, 
remote from the attractions of the world, he not 
only enriched his mind with Divine wisdom, but 
acipiired strength and firmness by vigorous exercise. 
Even the glorious victory which made him the object 
of popular applause, excited in btni no vanity, nor 
mused him to turn aside fnnu the path of prudence. 
He deported himseif in the -court of Saul w ith so 
much moderation^ that the jealous eye of tlie mo* 
narch could iieitlier discover any fault in his temper 
nor error m his conduct. But Iw ap()eaied with still 
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greater lustra in the storm of persecution, when, to* 
use bis language, lie was iiuntcJ as a partriilgc 
upon the mountains,” and his faith being overpow- 
ered,. he exclaimed, ** 1 shall one day perish by the 
Imnd of Sunl.” U^rougli uli these trials he displayed 
a Spirit of modesty and resignation, liberality and 
piety, which einlcared him to his friends and com- 
maiuled the respect of his enemies. He behaved with 
rimilar fortitude and generosity after his accession,, 
till the whole kingdom w*as re duced to obedience, and 
he had nothing more to dmid. But this state of 
intertiat security, which should have increased his 
diligence and circumspeetton, as bringing with it 
new and great obligations of duty, produced an op- 
posite effect ; and the man who iiad so long main-^ 
tained his purity unsullied under the darkest cloud of 
distress, feil 'by a single stroke of temptation in the 
cabn season of tnm^l ef^oyinent, and possessed of 
w*ealth and honour; The iniquity was aggravated by a 
variety of circumstances; and in the whole proce*. 
ditre we no where find that the royal offender mani- 
fested the smallest compunction of heart for the 
atrocious enormities which be had committed. In- 
dolence seems to have been the source of all these 
CA-ils; for, contrary^ to the accustomed usage and 
the nature of his bjgn oflice, David suffircd the army 
to march against the Pltilisiines while he remained 
inaefive in the ca|vtral. 'Hie charge of negligence is 
plainly conveyed in the. observation of the hUtmiaii, 
that it was tht*- time uf the \ear wlicii llie kings went 
forth tt|ion military set vice ; but that the Israelites,, 
instead qf being encouraged by ibe presence of tl cia 
Sfwcreign, were Jed to %\ar by an inferior gftuial. 
\Vlicn'**a Ilian abandons Ins proper concerns to the 
nninagenient of oiher«/he is iibt far from mischief 
or Histriictipn; and while he tl'.mks hin^lf set art; lu 
fancied iniiiicence and Mtong m vimioUll lesolltXion, 
the deceiver of souls, wlio watches ail OpporUmities 
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w ill I vigilance^ cotilrives to inflame hi$ fmstofis and 
tt> betray bitn into error, by objects which in the 
ini(Nt of business would have passed unheeded.' Thus 
it was in the present iitHiunce ; for 'when David 
should have been in the held, he lay inglorious in 
his paiucc' ; the consec^ueiice of which was, that on 
seeing a beautiful \voinan he became enamoured of 
her charms before he made any inquiry concerning 
her condition. That liini which he ought to have 
c.inployed in. reflecting upon his danger, and flying 
from it, was devoted to criminal intrigue and the 
most treacherous designs ngainst the honour and life 
of a faithful servant, who was en^ged in figljitmg (he . 
battles of his count^. The whole of the history is 
deepened with so many shades of guilt, that the 
mind recoils from the cdHemplation of it ; while we 
cannot but admire the rigid fidelity of the Sacred 
W riter in recording Ibe lapse ofitbb great monarch 
with all tlie variety €»f circumstances which render 
his conduct wholly without excose. But the instruc- 
tion to be derived from the narrative is of the greatest 
importance, as it shows in the strongest light the 
deceitfiriness of the human heart, and the absolute 
necessity of a strict government over the thoughts 
and tlic passions. This consideration renders inces- 
sant application and unwearied exertion iiKU>pensibly 
necessary, lhat, by cultivating every virtuous principle, 
and rciuuviiig whatever has any tendency to vitiate 
the imagination, the miud may gro>v in grace, and 
be equally piepared to resist the assaults or the 
insinuations of the adversary. We arc then in the 
niost imiitinent peril when we feel inoit contident in 
f»urselvf*s, niui saiisiicd with our past eudeavours, 
little tliinkiiig that every new inituutiQit in life brings 
with it new cares and einployinentN, temptations and 
duties. David fell by jufiging, that, having already 
tb>iie and suflered so nuieh, he might now >it at liis 
cafee, uud indulge liini'^clf iti luMiry, by which mean? 



so HEPENTANCC Of HAVin. 

means lits corrupt desires were more quickly iiiflamci), 
while the tacuity of conscience was not in u state to 
resist and suppress them. I'lie Great 'leacher of 
moral and divme truth, who knew what.uas in niait 
and all the secret springs of action, has forc)l>ly do- 
scribed the bane atteiullng this supine disposition in 
the parable of a man that sowed good seed in his 
field; but while they whose province it was to keep 
it, slept, the enemy came and sow ed tares among the 
wheat, and went his way.” Would w'e avoid the 
misery which must result from these evils, either in 
the preseiit life or in the ne.\t, let it be our constaiil 
labour to watch over all our afiVctioiis with imre- 
mitted diligence, remeuiberitig ttie ikclaration of the 
same blessed Instructor ; Yc have heard that it was 
said by them of old dine, Thou shalt not commit 
adulteiy : bnt I mj un|o youi that whosoever looketh 
on a woman to le^^tffker W, hath committed tdul« 
tery with her uiready in bis heart/’ Matt. v. i27f tS« 


MAY THE Finn. 

RCFBNTANCB OF DAVID. 

fi Somuel, xiu l.^And Isathan said unto David, 
2'hou art the man, 

AN may fall into sin either by llic artifice of the 
tempter, the euiicemeiits of his own lust, or by tiin 
conibuiation ol both causes; but he cannot raise 
liimseif from that state of vassalage and corruption 
by any cii'orts of his own, because the powers of bis 
will are reluctant to good, even w*heii conscience 
alarms him by a view of his danger. 'll>e first humtiu 
transgressor upon record sought, indeed, to cover his 
shame and to hide himself from the scrutiny of In- 
finite Ifoliiicss; but he had no proper sense of his 
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guilt till he was called from lijs turku^*place by the 
viMce of Godi It was the same with I^eter, who 
became more obstinate upoo every fresh chargei and 
by adding blasphemy to falschpodp maipfcsted a de- 
termined spirit to deny his Maker, even without the 
ordinary ph^a i\f importunity and necessity. He 
might as easily liave retired from the scene when first 
accused, as when he liud completed the climax of 
iniquity ; but nothing slioi;t of a searching look from 
Him to whom all heaits are open, and from whom 
no secrets are hid, could bring him to repentance. 
Ihus also David, who had so much the fear of man 
as to commit murder, that he might screen his adul- 
tery, remained almost a year without feeling any 
nt'ur concern; being more solicitous to preserve 
reputation, than to gain that peace which passeth 
ail underslaiiding. This is commonly the case with 
sinners in general, the most hardened of whom are 
extremely desirous* of obtaining a name for some 
virtue, even among their associates, and would be 
very unwilling to be considered as having lost all 
credit in the world. The king of Israel, indeed, 
with the exception of this particular, was deserving 
of poi ularity, and entitled to the confidence of his 
sfubjects; but when he endeavoured to cover his 
originsd error by the most infamous devices, wc shud- 
der at the melancholy picture of human nature ex- 
hibited in the conduct of a man who in other 
respects w as one of its briglitest ornaments. Tliis 
dark and disgusting spectacle affords a strong proof 
in illustration of 3ie prophetic description ; ** The 
heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked : who can know it Jer, xvii. g. That one, 
who upon other occasions discovered siurh a tender 
disposition and lively sensibility, should have cq^- 
tiiined so long in this sinful course without express- 
ing any signs of remorse and pc^iiitence, may seem 
very extraordintry \ but it docs appear probable, nay 
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from tilt ^hole course of tills history it amounts t<» 
a certainty, that David, with much excellence of cha« 
racter, wanted as yet that one thing needful, the 
right know lege of himself. 11» spiritual deudness 
amidst such dreadful crimes, and .when every object 
in his view was calculated to bring his primary sin to 
remembrance, shows that he had little idea of inward 
purity, pr apprehension of ilnfiiiite Justice. The 
rery means adopted for bis conviction may be con- 
.sidered as affording no slight evidence in support of 
this opinion; for the prophet was not sent to de- 
nounce the Divine indignation against the royal of- 
fender, ill the tliujndor of ^majestic eloquence, but 
witli a mild and instructive lesson, couched in the 
form of an affecting parable. ' Hiis beautiful apo- 
logue was so naturally drawn, and pathetically told, 
that David took the whole for a real fact, wliicli 
having occurred under bis govemmeiilt required au 
immediate investigatioit and an exemplary puiiisli- 
roent. Dut if the story be touching, Jhc a)>}}[icatiott 
was gentle, and ail the calamities denounced w eic of 
a temporal nature ; which to a mind conscious that 
separation from God is the only true misery, must 
have been matters of trifiii^ concern, and ratlier to 
be called mercies than judgments. It has been a 
common notion,, that the prophet communicated the 
reproof with which be was entrusted in this maiitier, 
out of cautious prudence that he iiiigbt avoid giving 
offence to the king by a more direct accusulion. 
But this could not have been the reason, because the 
word and commandment of God never stood iu need 
of such an accommodation to human caprice ; nor do 
we read that any iuspired person acted witii tiniulity 
when invested witii an authority superior to that of 
royalty. Besides, tlicre was iiotiiing in the temper of 
David to render such management iiecessary ; tor we 
no where 6nd him behaving with viulence» even 
under the most heinous provocationsj and when some 
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Icon resciUnicnt might have been justified by tlie 
4 iggravatiiig injuries with which he was treated. The 
truth is, this parable, like all the others which had 
a Divine Author, concealed religious instruction, 
adapted to e\%>ry age and station of life, no less than 
to the particular circiioutanccs of the man for whose 
use it was originally imparted. By tiic rich man' and 
his poor neighbour, were undoubtedly intended the 
king of Israel and his faithful servant ; but what we 
are to understand of the traveller, may admit of some 
inquiry. All the figures in the piece have their ap- 
propriate objects, so that what is personal in the one 
•iius its correspondent in the application. While, 
liowever, the principal characters admit of no doubt, 
the third is commonly thrown deep into shade, as 
of little influence. HI the scene, or^ as an article of 
$ubordina.te machinery, necessary only to the con- 
struction of the fable. By this misapprehension 
one of the great moral uses is weakened, and die most 
anful part pf the representation is overlooked. 
Most of the comnienlalors foUowing some of tlie 
Jewish doctors, have pronounced this visitant of the 
rich man to be a mere personification of concu- 
piscence ^ and so far the interpretation would be 
right, if under that emblematic form the principle 
of all evil be understood. 'JThis wayfaring person, 
indeed, is no other than the same of whom the 
Apostle speaks, as walking about seeking whom 
he may devour” ( I Pet. v. 8) ; who .is described by 
our Lord as ** seeking rest and finding none” (Matt. 
%iu 43) ; and who says of himself, in that most 
antieni l^ok, where his nature and operations are 
stron|;Iy eafaibited, that he is ^ continually employed 
in going to and fro in the earth, and walking up and 
down in it.” Job, i. 7« Such was the inmate ad- 
mitted by David into his heart, and tlio immediate 
consequence of it was, that all the possessions and 
blessings wilb which Providence bad favoured him, 
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ceased to afford Inm pleasure ; and, like die first of 
the liuman famtljy nothing would gratify liis appetite 
but what gratKiide, and honour, and religion, ex- 
pressly interdicied. Having brought the matter to 
this point, the parable very properly terminates ; for 
ail the crimes that follow^ were in the natural 
cotti^ of things, and began tq operate die very 
n>onient that the rich man so imprudently suffered 
wanderer, without any examiaation or resistance, 
to enter his dwelling.. 

When David saw that this was an exoot representa- 
tion of hiofiself, he acktiowleged the fidelity of tire 
portraiture, and beheld, aa in a mirror, that which 
an inspired writer so emphatically calls the ** de- 
ccitfuliiess of sill.” Heb.. iii. 1^. In die parable 
the king discovered what every one, who will com- 
pare it with bis own temper and conduct, may aI»o 
perceive— -the inlet of all vice, and diat which renders 
man accountable for the sins be is led to commit by 
the artifices of the tempter. Ilie first act of folly is 
the credulity of indolence, or a presumptuous coufi- 
deuce in die integrity <if our own bearU, by which 
elkaimel the taemy of souls obtains die direction of 
the passions by various allurements, lilt the mind that 
was wont to start at the very ap|icaruiice of moral 
evil, becomes so familiar with it in detail, as to prac- 
tise at last all uncleanness wkh grecdiiiehK.’* Kph. 
iv. 19. Our primary duty and great interest then is 
to keep a constant watchfulness over die tbouglits 
and senses, to prevent even lawful desires from 
becoming importunate, and the eigoynient of ease 
from beii^ the bane of improvement. By diia 
babkuai diligence we shall acquire buinility, which is 
the first security against danger, because expeoence 
will convince us, that whatever progress we may have 
sn^ in virtue and kiiowlc^e, there yet remain many 
things to correct in the disposition, and many* more 
to enrich and strengtheti the mind. Lattfae Ipnguage 
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wt* ihe poiiiient inonafch llirii Ijc our mcditiition an<i 
priiy4‘r ; .mo shall vo find an efttftiial .shield to cover 
us iVoin all the ussuiihs of* the »'»flvorsary : Behold, 
thou desiicsl^ trutli in the inward parts ; and in the 
st'cret, thou* sbalt Jiiake me to know wisdom.”— 
Pi. Ji. e. 


MAY THE SIXTH. 

THH KEBFJ.LION OF ABSALOM. 

Samuel, xv. A.— And Absalom said^ Ok iImI T rrere 
mndv. jHihre in the Inml^ that cver^ man which hath 
am/ suit ur ennse mi^ht eome unto tne^ and / would 
do him Just ice • 

'"Fiif. first sin of w*hich we have anjr memorial is 
rebeliion, and it began in heafcn, w*hen the angel 
who endeavoured to !n*eak the ofder eMlahlidied for 
government, lost that principalitY and habitation 
wherein they were plao^d, and aie now reserved in 
cliains of darkiie.ss unto tlie Judgment of the groat 
day.” Jude. (i. More than this is not told us of 
that IreniendotiM revuiution, but it is conuected with 
the history of moral evil, in which we have a parti- 
i-idar eoiirem; and it iiji!r«tral«ts the m-xt transgres- 
vil.eu man was sediuxd into disobe dience b/ 
tin* tiai.'fiing d< lusion ot aitaming a more glorious 
station liiaii tliai aKsigm J Intu by his Creator,* 'rhus 
iiiitjuily iuuftiplie.s, and one iutclitgeut agent injuies 
another, by the impuhe of upinioti or the indm m e 
of example. No man r.ui he wholly urKui or bad to 
himself alone ; for every :ietit>n, like a stone thrown 
iiHu the stream, makes a circle which agitaCos all 
jsubstuiices within its sphere, aiitt drivc.s tht>Ae out of 
Iheir direction that are most liable to be ud jcn-d by 
liny slight motion, 'ibe lapse of Adiiui iMongh: 

VOL. II. n 
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murder and idolatry into the M orld ; and the fall of 
J>avid was fatal to his ov. n peace, and to the morals 
of his family. What Nathan denounced was ac- 
coinplUlsed to the fullest extent ; and the monarch 
saw, ill the conduct of his childi t u, llie Du me 
jiul^>'ine:'it luriiiiig into instruments of contction tlic 
c(.*i.sequenct\s of his onn crimes, 'I’ln* atrocious 
dteds of Ins two sons ncre indeed foretold ; but 
(hat did not rci-.der them ii<»ccssary, luitlur weic they 
llie result of any predetermination of the mind to 
evil. In His sigiit, with whom iiotlihig is contingent, 
all things art 4:leaily present, even ages Ijcforo their 
proximate causes have an existence ; but this does 
not render iiiati less free in his motives or ai count- 
^le foi his actions. ISIany dieadful &cen» s are pre- 
dicted in Scripture, nil of which have been liteiully 
fuililled ; and rmiong th^ rest, the wickedness of 
Absalom was plainly described in its most aggravat- 
ing ciicumstaiices, and atmounced as a sentence of 
punishiiient to his unhappy father. Ifut Absalom 
was not the less guilty on tills account : nor will the 
errors of those to whom we owe obedience by the 
laws of God, e^cu^e any attempt to lessen tin* au- 
thority wlikh they derive froui a higher power. I'his 
umiutural and liUgiaU fid son <rrounded his pK a of 
usurpation on the allig« d defects of govenunint, and 
particularly the want of jnstici; in the udminislratioii 
of affairs. He artfuii) applied Win ptiMiahivo powers, 
•which appear to have hecii of no mean »»rdir, to 
the prejudices of the |H:ople, by inffamiug the paa- 
noiis of the discontented, and holding out fallacious 
promises to those w'ho w*ere unsuspicious of his had 
dc*signs. Having once guiiieil the public attention, 
it was no great difficulty to secure it by making the 
weak and credulous believe that tins accomplished 
prince was the oniy proper person upon whom they 
could rel) for the removal of burdens, which, by the 
rcpctitioii of oiatory, were maguilied into enormous 
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^rievanccii. This lioa Ixteii llie ordinary meliiuJ of 
raisin;' popular couimotioiis in all ages ; and hy 
listiaiiiig to fraud and inisrepreseiitatioii, have the 
sitnpic and lionesl-lioartcd part of mankind too rd'teii 
suffered theniselves to become the tools of unprin- 
cipled ainbitioii, to their ultimate misery and die 
ruin of theif country. 'Fliut this iin|>ositioii should 
liavc heeti so often practised, atirl still continue to bo 
successful, may seem unaccountable ; but the sa- 
gacious observations of a very grave writer, who saw 
deeply into human nature, will siifhcieiitly explain the 
reason. He that goelh about to persuade a multi- 
tude/' suitli the judicious Hooker, “ that they are 
not so well governed as Uiey ought to be, shall never 
want attentive and favourable hearers ; because they 
know the manifold defects w hereunto every kimi of 
regimen! is subject ; but llie secret lets and ditlicul- 
tios, which in public proceedings are iimuincrable 
and inevitable, they have not ordinarily the judgment 
to consider. 'And because such as openly reprove 
.•supposed disorders of state, are taken for principal 
biMids to the common benelit of all, and for men 
ihnt carry singular freedom of mind; under this fair 
inid plnuslde colour, wIiatsoeviT they utter, pa.>aieth 
for trood and rnrreiit. That which wantelli in the 

f i^ht of their speech, is supplied by the apings of 
mens minds to accept ami believe it. Whereas, on 
die niher side, if we niaiutaiii things Hiat are esta- 
bliftliod, \vc have not only to strive with a number of 
heavy prejudices, deeply looted in the he arts of men, 
who think that herein we serve tlie time, and speak 
in favour of the present state, because t)iorc*by we 
4‘ither hold or seek prefeniteiit ; bnt also to l>ear 
such exceptions as minds so averted beforehand, 
usually lake against that w*liich they are loath should 
be f>«#urcd into them*/* 

Snooker’s Scclesuntical Polity, B. I. p> 7o« cd. ifoi* 

B Id 
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Sotlitk.n (ikplays the exercise of every faJeiit but 
Virtue; }et they who fij^ure most conspituousiy in the 
voik of faction^ ai*e uiwa^s obliged to clolhe theui- 
aeives in the garb of integrity, tiiat llieir leal character 
and objects may not be discrvercd. Jn this Uiey do 
but imitate the author of ail confiuion^ wlio is never 
more dangerous than when he appears *us an angel 
of light. 13itt as lie its a devil in every condition, so 
his followers are no betternhan himself, when, tinder 
ihc iiinsk of philanthropy, they labour to render nnjii 
dis>atistied with the state in which God has placed 
tfieni, and to refine away the force and ubiigation of 
his comnimubncnts. Absalom aifcclcd great zeal 
lor the national welfare, and concern for tho<e who 
complained of public abuses; 5y which nieaiis he 
guiued over many to tl conspiracy, of which they had 
no coucc[)tion when they ^ist hearkened to his fair 
S]>cec!ics. ]}ut as if it had not been enough to prac- 
tise (he ait of political deception, he must contiive 
to cheat die king his father by relioious hypoerisy, 
and pretending a solrinii vow which he liad to dis- 
charge at hlebron. His object in obtaining the royal 
permission to visit this huiy place, was to have it 
generally belie\ed that he had the JDivine call for 
what he was about to undertake; and thus impiety 
vfZH made use of to promote parric ide, and sacrilege 
to support rebellion. Here also ibis .utfni coii- 
Bpirutor stands not alone; lor' whenever tl.c <*rafiy 
and tlie turbulent have thrown states inlo coidtisioii, 
leligion has never failed to be one of their most 
plausible pretences ; as if that which was intended to 
preserve the harinoity of die moral woild could 
suspend any af the laws which God has revealed, or 
invert the order established by him thii ugh all his 
works. When Absalom left Jeiiisalem he was ac- 
coinpauied by two luindrcd men, who yvetit iii their 
ftiinphcity, and were wholly ignorant of his wicked 
dc'iigus. Ill this niauncr all plots and confederacica 
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brgiii; for the exil-iniiKled can never hope for snc- 
CLSS in llitir inai'n scheme, v.itlioiU first dcceivin.^ 
the unwary and mislesidiiig the inconsiderate, by 
taking appareiitly the way of Irnlh, till the coiifi- 
drnt't of familial ily' ena'oles them to make an open 
piofes'-iun of their inclinations, as the spies dispcr.Mil 
through iMaei blew the tniinj^et at the same ‘ time, 
proclaiming aloud, ** Absalom reigiielh in Hebron.” 


AfAY THE SEVENTIL 

AHlTIlOrilEL THE SUICIDE. 

£ Samuel, xvii.. 23,^^AInd whiu Ahitbophel sax 
that his eouuset «as not JoKortedp he saddled his 
asSy and arose and gat him home to his houses to 
his citjfy and pat ms^tousehoid in ordety and 
hanged hknseljy and died, and was buried in the 
sepulchre of his father* 

Worldly wisdom is a miserable security against 
temptation, rud no support iii the hour of (rial and 
disappointment. Tlie |>oor and the ignorant generally 
endure affliction with mure fortitude, and pass 
through the vicissitudes of life ^^ith greater suiufac* 
lion, than those cunning men who have a strong con- 
iidence in their own powers, and who stand liigli in 
the c.sliniation of iiiankind on account of tlieir great 
sagacity and coiiipieliensive intcliict. Hut these 
very ingenious persons are much better ipiaiilied to 
lay down a rule of conduct for others than to practise 
it themselves ; and they can pronounce judgment 
with singulur acuteness upon all cuscs of conscience 
except their own. We have u rcinurkoble instance 
of this in the history u; Absalonrs iou>piracy, a 
principal actor in winch wui a tnafi whose P'|Hita- 
tion for knowirge tiiioughout Israel made his counsel 
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esteehied nlniost equal to the oracle of God. Thia 
i\hithophel uas the contideiitial advibcr of David; 
aiui it is evident that he had the character of extraor- 
dinaiy piety, though how luijtistly will fully appear 
from tlie uniTutive of his life ar.d rts disgraceful 
terniinution. WIhu the rehellioii began he w'as at 
(iiloh, his native city, of which .he seems to have 
been the governor, and where he presided at a pubiic 
festival when the inessongers of Absalom came to 
solicit his assistance. It is somewhat rcinurkuble tiiat 
a man so renowned for his superior iinderstaiiding 
should liiiAe acceded to this proposal without taking 
some tilin' tor deliberation; but ambition is often as 
inattentive to consequences as it is regardless of the 
means by which itsr object may be attained. Ahilho- 
phel knew that the usurper W’as already proclainud 
at Hebron, and that a great part of Israel hud 
either ackuowlegcd him for king, or stood in that 
state of suspended expectation, which wat inoro 
favourable to the daring adventurer than to the cause 
ol loyalty. Sedition breaks all the ties of honour and 
atfecUon ; if sets the father against the son, and tlie 
son against the father, with bitter animosity ; ddfuscs 
a spirit of ferocity tlirough all ranks, and haidciis 
even the female heart to scenes of blood, roflowing 
the violent impulse of lawless passion, they who Jfise 
their respect for government will soon go beyond tlio 
limitations of justice, till they become absolutely 
deaf to the calls of gratitude and iiumainiy. 'I'liis 
Ahithophcl had btcii highly distnmuishcil by tiie 
reigning monarch, in whose patronage lu cpjoyetl 
many important bcnctits and that splendid elevation 
which made him tinivci sally consulted as tlie wiM^t 
man m the kingdom. He liad nothing to rotnplain 
of in the behaviour of the king ; hi% mind was iKither 
irritated by disappoiutment, nor soured by the loss of 
favour; on the contrary, lie still held his situation 
chief councilor, and by virtue of timt distinction his 
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power %\as <’ovr id p ruble tlirouj[^lK)ut the r<?a1m.* Bitt 
uiitniiuiliil of the obii|^atioiis which i)oii!id him to 
8ii[>p.)rl the throne, thii* crafty isUjtirsmaii ojM^idy de- 
clared iti favour of an unnatural revolt, intlueuccd no 
doubt 1)\ the persuaslfm that he should obtain a com- 
pli le a'^cendaury over the mind of an jiKpiriivT and 
active >oiiuj^ priut e, as his prime minister. J>avid 
dill not trusL llie eiilire iiruK’j^eniunt of affairs to any 
paiticuhir pel son ; and ibis will account in a great 
nicasuu! tor the treachery of this staUstiian, who 
wanted to have the dircclioti of the kingdom without 
inspection or controul. Like too many poliLicieu§, 
with whom religion and iiiorality arc nothing more 
than the subserviences of ambition, iAhtthupbei easily 
brought liimaelf into the conviction that he was acting 
for the public service, when he was guided solely by 
selfish views, in transferring hw allcgiutice from the 
legitimate .sovereign to an unprincipled nsutper. 'I'he 
voice of nature and conscience erdied Ahilhoph#'! to 
Jerusalem; but the invitation <>f ^\bsaio»ii presviiling 
more ailiuiug promises atul briiiiaut prospccU, drew 
tliis flexible c<Mirtier lo 1 febrou* 

'Die disp(k«ition of the man was soon fully do- 
Tclopcd in the shocking spectacle exhibited by hie 
advice for the purpose of rendering tire king odious iti 
the opinion uf a(i Ihc people, 'lo complete his 
iiiicpiity, this ]iamh'r of mischief and liceiuiou^iiess 
propo-id to c.ut off his royal mister' in the basest 
luanncr, before he should have time to muster suf- 
ficient force for Im*» defence. But though the inur- 

doroua counsel befitted the enibly and the occa- 

sion, it was over-ruled ; aud then Ahitliopliel per- 
ceiving that tiio cause in which he had so rashly 
eiiibaikcil must inevitably fad, abaiidoiMHl the con- 
federacy uikI put 8'* aiul to hks life. Such was the 
shameful career of this celebrated person, who was so 
famed for ins wisdom, that every one |>erplexed with 
doubt or involved in difficulty was glad to coma to 
11 4 
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him /or direction. Yet we find tli.-it this pcnelnihng 
genius, with utl his skill, had not piudeiue and dis- 
ci'i'iiiiu'iit tiiough to and examine the iiatiire 

of tie business in whirh }:e eiigaj^td, l.'ibne it was 
too late lo extricate hiimclf from lln e tisec^jiien* i s 
of.lus foliy. it may appear tl.at wlnri 

jMiithophel quitted llie cimncil of Alnifi' !ii bf did 
not repair to the king, and cudcavoui to ni.Ae all ihe 
atoneiiiei^t that Jay in hw‘ j.ouer for il.e olVeiires 
which he had committed. 11c was; no clMubl, ri\ 
for having fallen into so gfeat an error, I)iit li.^ 
sorrow was not that which protiucelh repcnlaiicc ; it 
W'as nothing better than the angry resentment of 
wounded pride because his opinion was not followed, 
end the sharpness of despair resulting from the con- 
viction that disgrace and ruin must be his poitioii. 
Unlike Judas, who threw away the wages of iniquity, 
confessed that he had bclraytd the innocent blood, 
and then Intngtd himself; this traitor to his king and 
country was grieved to see his schemes pmented, 
and the righteous d< iivored from the snuic of his 
devices. Ahithophel left thcrnnip of the rebels be- 
cause he had no longer an} lupts of success; but his 
heart remained unchanged, and he would icadily 
have been guilty of yet grentcr witkeduess to grauty 
his lust of nnibitiun. It was a huiniliuting stiokc* to 
be errissed in a council where he tliought to have 
presided without opposition; but it was an aildi- 
tioiiai mortification to perceive that the ucUice pre- 
ferred to bis own, tended directly to overturn all liis 
flans and the flatUring cxpectntioi.s which he h:ul 
I wilt upon this i evolution. J^epn-ssed with a m iisc 
of dislionour, and !sc« ing nothing before him but an 
increase of ignoiniin, this enlightened sii‘ 4 e h::'*teiM d 
liome lo his city, put Ins home !io!d in onlir, and 
hange'J himself, and dud, and was luirud in the 
sepufclirc of Ills father.” I he hi l.jry .vh;)\;s t!ie 
djnger of iclf-conliJcnce, wliivh lends mtii into 
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iinproptT pursuits, and tempts them, for the sake of 
displaying ilicir fai.cied superiority of judgment, to 
foini .sinful connexions, which end in shame and 
iiiisciy ; exeinplifxiug the apophthegm of wisdom, 
Pride goedi before destruction, and a haughty 
•pirit before a fall/' Prov. xvi. 18. 


MAY THE EIGIITIL 

TilE DEATH OF APSALOM. 

Saiiuitl, x\iii. ST. — And the hhi*r tens murft 
tnoxvdy and ueui up to the ihamher oxer itie 
patCf and uept ; and as he uxnty thus he sttid, O 
/?. 7 .^<Jn ^'Htsainni ! nn/ son, tut/ son Ahsalom * 
fsouUl (iod I htfd died for /Ate, O ^iLsaiom, ini/ 
S(m, f?f t/ son ! 

AwoNCi the highest acts of sirtuc is to ?>c rccktmed 
the foigiveness ofinjutics, and the brightist distiiie- 
tiou of the rt'iigious temper is the gracious principle 
of love to I'ur cnernKS. 'I bo conduct s»f Da\i<l 
tlii'ougb«»ut the tiung visitation, whicli proved an 
exact accomplisbinent of the propbdic judgment 
(Uiiounced against him for bis transgre.'^MOu, was 
siicli as showed be’yond all question the sincerity of 
his repeiituiicc and the iuUgrity of his heart. \Vheii 
billerly vilified ami persicuted by Shimei, he not 
only lefuscd to sulfer a«\ vengeance to be taken for 
the insult, but he even considered this additional trea- 
son a part of the puoishineiit which it w«a.s his duty 
to bear with patience. In reply to the zealous oder 
of Alnsliui, who lluuiglit it an act of iK'cesvary jus- 
tice ,to di sti oy such ati insolent oilctuler, the king^ 
who saw deeper into die matter, and applied it wub 
efficacy to las spiiitual iriiprovemenf, expressed him- 
self iu this afl'tctiiig langnugc ; Beliold, my son^ 
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^hich* came forth of mt bcnrcls, seekelh my life ; 
how much more now may this Beiijnmite do 
Let him alone, and let him curse ; for tire l^d hath 
bidden him. It may he. that tlie Lord ^viU look oti 
niin^ affliction, and the Lord will requite me good 
for .his cursing this day.*' This w as the true spirit of 
resignation to the Divine will, and^ sanctified use of 
affliction in tlic subjugation of the passions, amidst 
iihdestived reproach, and when resentment might 
not only have been indtdged, bnt cairied into prompt 
and effcetual chastisement oP the seditious offender, 
without being iiahic to the charjge of seveiilv. The 
motive of Shinn i was revenge, and that of Absalom 
was ambition; bnt David knew how to distinguish 
between the actions of his persecutors and the dis- 
pensation of l‘!teinitl Wisdom by which they were 
turned into correctors of sin and the ministers of 
righteousness. It would conduce veiy much to onr 
advantage if mo mcjc to regard all the opjuisiiion ami 
in.kindiiess Mhich Me experience in the same light; 
for, hy doing, the (jtiick feeling of wrong Mrould be 
aiijocd with charity to our calnmiiiators amf'beiicfit 
to Tl.ough In* this forbearance we should 

not snected in softening their aspeiity and preventing 
their malice, we may be sure of this, at least, that 
the exercise c»f jjaticnce and llie sciAimcnt of pity 
will have the most s-atistactory effect upon our own 
habit and disposition of mind. But if we can go 
farther than this, and receive the rebukes and contra** 
dictions of sinners, not merely w itli calm indifference, 
but as llie inessengeis of Providence, c^.uimittioued 
for the purpose of mortifying our vain imagiriatioiis, 
bringing down the pride of our hearts, ami convin- 
cing us of the crrois into which we have fallen, then 
shall we know the meaning of the I’salmUt, ^ Make 
me to hear joy and gladness ; tiiat the bones wbidi 
tboU hast broken nmy rejoice.'' i^s. li. 8. 
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When our crosses am] trials tiiusbecoiAe theinstru^ 
sQcnts of self-examinatKHfk, we mIuiII see abundant 
cause to be grateful for them, and ail our suAeriHgA 
will be so many subjects of praise and thanksgiving* 
Tlie evil which the malice of our enemies may devise 
acid praclkse agakist as, wHI in this case be produo- 
tive of ^gocxl, h^' raising our thouglita above the 
world, and directing them to the Fountain of light 
and love, who draiws C|3 by ihe^yc means to Uiat 
coninuHiioii where only we can lead peaceable and 
qai(*t lives in all godtiMas and honesty. Davk) was 
exceedingly mild and foigiving, coiirleous and lender, 
amidst this sore affliction ; bnt there is no part of his 
deportment under it more affecting than the anxious 
concern nmnifestrd by him for llie safety, of his un- 
natural child Wiien die army was about to marcb 
against the rebels, tliit was his only clxirge to tlie 
commanders, Deal gei^iy, for my sake, with the 
yoiiitg iiisin, cvetf witii Absalom and the first 
iimui »7 made by him af{cr the battle was to the same 
effect, ** Is the young niSn safer’'' 'lliis amiable ex- 
pression of sensibility and affection, which some, 
like Joab, may censure os weakness, origiaated ki 
the purest and most exalted virtue. It was not merely 
the fond partiality of parental fecUng, wbicb made 
the king so aoxions to preserve his son, but an awful 
appi'ehension of his dangerous slate, shmiKl he happen 
to fiiU in unexpmtcd guilt. David was too wise to 
complain of me Divine decrees, or to expect that 
tlicy should be suspi^iided for hi: sake ; but be well 
knew the char<ic*cis of his generals, and that in a 
pretended zeal for i is service lliey would not scruple 
to* commit any barbarity. What he feared c:mH* to 

C ass ; for AhuaJoin, in his flight, became the victim of 
is prkie ; and while he was ciitanglvil iu the brunclu s 
of ail oak, the treacherous Joab smote him through 
the heart, without any pity fc>r his iteferK:c!c5s con- 
ditiou or regard to the request and feelings of his 
B Q 
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father. The manner in fibich David received the 
inti'll igeitce of hia son’s ontimely fate, displayed the 
emotions of a soul refined fiotn the consi^ration of 
personal injiirv, and alive only to the spiritual and 
eteriinl state of the youth, who in the act of indicting 
it ii^ad been cut off without being allowed any time 
for repentance. I'hc royal sufferer saw* in sill this 
tlie even and unerring hand of justice ; and while he 
lamented the wretched catastrophe of his son, lie 
could not but regard himself as the primary cause of 
the misery. This it was which made him utter the 
Ythement whh that he had died rather than jAh.salom ; 
for his own penitence afforded him good grounds for 
confidence in the Divine mercy ; but the complicated 
crimes of the rebellious leader, and the awful cir- 
cumstances of his deatli, bereaved the afflicted mind 
of its last refuge, the consolation of hope. 

This affecting history abounds with instruction to 
the old ami die ]iouiig, parents and children; teach- 
ing the one to be ctiieful of the cxam|>les they set 
llitir offspring, and the others, to make a proper use, 
even of the things which they sc'c amiss in those 
who should be, as far as human nature will permit, 
perfect patterns of imitation. Absalom, it is pro- 
bable, would not have been encouraged to take the 
course he diil, had he not known of his fathers 
errors ; but this served only to aggravate his sin, and 
to heighten his condemnation. Let, therefore, young 
pcrsfHis, if they would attain length of days and be u 
blessir>g to Uieir posterity, attend diligently to tlie 
advice of the son of Siracb : ** My sun, liclp tby 

father in his age, and grieve him not as long as 
liveth. And if bis understanding fail, have patience 
with him, and despise him not when thou art in tiiy 
full strength. For the relieving of iby father sliall 
not be forgotten ; and instead of sins it shall be 
added to build tbee up. in die day of tliine affliction 
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it shall be remembered ; thy sins also shalf melt 
a\^ny as tlie ice in fair warm weather.’’ Kcclus. iii. 
i2— 15. 


MAY THE NINTH. 

THE PIETY OF BARZILLAI. 

Samuel, xix. 34, 35. — Barzillai said unto the 
kiffg, How long have I to live, that 1 should go up 
with the king unto Jerusalem^ / am this dap 
fourscore years old; and cun I discern between 
good and evil i cun thy servant taste tvhat I eat^ 
or what I drink'l can [ hear any more the voice 
of' binging men and singing women ‘1 wherefore 
then should thy servant be yet a burden unto my 
lord the hinge ’ 

Fkom the melunclioly history of a graceless youth 
and an evil counsellor, \ye turn to coiUempiate the 
beuntitul picture of venerable piety, exhibiting all 
the amiable c|iialitica that can adorn the human cha- 
racter in its present state -of imperfection. Old nge 
is luituially timid, cautious, and inisti iislAil ; but 
when David fled from the conspiracy raised against 
him by his unnatui'al son, among the few that came 
and ministered to bis wants was Bur/iliai, the Gih ad- 
ite, who quitted his residence at Rogeliui on pur* 
pose to furnish the kjng and his company with tie- 
cessarits, when they lay encamped at Mahauaiiii. 
The hisforian describes this person as being a very 
great man ; but when we read also that he was very 
aged, being fourscore years old, the wonder is, that 
one so rich and infirm should have acted with such 
extraordinary liberalily and loyalty at a time w hcii 
persons renowned for their rank and wisilom were 
eager to court thie favour of the usurper^ or remained^ 
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our of fear, in n state of neBti*aI suspense. Wlitle 
RIUI17 forsook ibcir kiii^ lu his utmost need, and 
others, who had been fed by liis bounty, took up 
arms against him, this excelknt man appeared openly 
in be half of the royal cause, and contributed largely 
ofJiis substance to its support, though in so doing he 
exposed himself to the n^entnwnt of« a powdtnl 
faction. Uarzillui did not remain at home, and ple;.d 
iiKibility to wait upon his sovereign; but be arose 
and hastened to pay his respects* in person, that tlie 
country might be intluenced by his example. Many 
in his condition would have flalterid themselves that 
tliey had done their duty in sending a present to 
David by die bands of a servant ; but this good man 
took care to supply the adherents of tlic king with, 
provisions daily, during Uicir abode ia that liC’gli* 
bourhood, which Qiust have been attended with a 
very considerable expense. Burzilhu had TKithir 
vanity nor interest to gratify by this display of zeal 
and generosity ; on the contrary, tlie grille which ha 
espoused was weakest, and, according to human Jiidg- 
mciit, the insurrection had gained so much strength 
ill the several tnbes, (hut there appeared huicily any 
hope of its being siippit^sed without a long and 
sanguinary contest. Joyuiiy of this exceiknt 

■nan, therefore, had no other motive than the |>iue 
sense of duty, but, as he fc^ired Ciod, he honoured the 
king; and it was this religious pnnciple which made 
him so readily sacrifice e\rr} considt ration of ca^e 
and convenience fr>r the sake of a good conscience. 
'Ihe splendour of royalty had no charms for Bar- 
zillai, who came to assist l:is soveieign when the 
vain and ambitious, the gay m;d the Ijckle, eagerly 
repaired to the standard of hii competitor. Many 
wifi iiitrcat the favour of a prince, and every man is 
a friend to him that giv# *h (Prov. xix. fi) ; but 

this aged fsiaelite neither souglit present honoursi, 
not was desirous of future rewards. It was sufiicumt 
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Ibr him to hate ftiliilled his duty, and the richest 
satisfiiction he could experience was to sec in the 
restoration of his prince the establishment of tran- 
qiiilhty. W,heii, by the defeat of the rebellion, 
David was recalled to Jerusalem, the faithful BarziU 
lai accoiii panic fl him part of the way, bnt no solrcka- 
lioti could prevail tipon him to leave his dwelling 
the vanities of the metropolis and the splendid giiicty 
of the jMilacc. He was assiduous in his atteiidnncc 
uliile the king was in distress; but in the change of 
aft'aii'S which brought David again to his throne, the 
modest and faithful Gileadite considered his office as 
at an and therefore he was willing to retire into 
the bosom of domestic privacy, that he might prepare 
. for his great change, and repose w ilhoiu disquicttide 
by the side of his fathefs. 1 his conduct, reasonable 
as we may deem it, is that w hich few in similar cir- 
oumstaiices would be disposed to imitate. Ihe 
increase of years, instead of weaning men from the 
follies of the w’orld, too generally rivets their minds 
to frivolous objects, and stimulates them to the pur- 
suit of new' pleasures. Barziilsii, when imiled to 
live with the king am! to eat daily at his table, had 
judgment to discern that the acceptance of so dazzling 
an offer would neither add to his own li^ppiness 
nor promote that of otlicivS. He might indeed be 
amiet'd for a time, and be gratifieti by the hhid 
atttiitions of those who had protiiwl by his hospi^ 
talily in the w ildemc.'js ; but familiarity he knew 
wouM soon wear away these agreeable impressions, 
and yield him up a prey to the sidiciiness of dissatis- 
faction and the peevishness of neglect. While, 
therefore, he felt as he ought to do tlie distinction, 
with which he was treated, he had fortituck' to de- 
cline an imitation which, in clinging liis conse- 
quence, would have alii iugeci; Ui^ ease. 

If this iifusal of Barzillul iiulicatcd {Hculiar 
strength of'uiiud, the reasons assigned by him were 
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no less honourable to liis judjiment ami scns’bililj,. 
Some peii^ons^ when thev elec line aii} iavoiir^ 

uo it 111 an ungracious tiiannci'» itS if ihey co:icci%eii 
it inadequate to their deserts, and below tJieir e\- 
{lec tatioiis ; but this good man, tlioiigh he was 
cqmcious of having rendered iuipoitant services to 
tlic king, was not willing that it shouki appear he 
tliought little of what was tendered him as a mark of 
favour, and therefcire he.stated plainly and fully the 
real grounds of bis refusal. He was now at tliat 
time of life when the senses are enfeebled and the 
appetite is deadened ; when the mental faculties want 
tile acuteness of discemment and the power of dis- 
ciimiuatioii ; when, in the beautiful language of the 
Preacher, fears are continually in the w ay ; so that 
the grasdiopper is a burden, and desire fnileth, 
because man goeth to his long home.” Kccles. xii. o. 
Iliough Barzillai was not yet sunk into a state of 
absolute decrepitude, be felt the iutirnutic^ in- 
cidental to his age, and judiciously conceived that 
the fragment of life w hich remained would be much 
better employed in retirement than amidst the hurry 
and gaiety of a court. Unlike those persons who 
pursue the pleasures, the honours, and riches of 
tbb Wtorld, with the most eagerness, as the s)>an of 
life contracts and the power of enjoyment lessens, 
this old disciple in the school of virtue was sidihlicd 
V ith having had an opportunity of showing bis faith- 
fulness to God by serving the king, and then with- 
drew^ to wait for his dismissal in the spirit of another 
venerable saint, who breathed foith this gnitefui 
song, when lie cnlbraccd Him of whom David was 
a type ; ** I/>rd, now letrest thou tliy servant depiut 
in peace according to thy w'onl, for mine c}cs have 
seen thy salvation.” Luke, ii. 29 , ao. 
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MAY THE TENTH. 

TflE SONG OF DAVID. 

Saimiel, x\ii. of. — He is the tower of sahutinn 
for his kht^y ami shouetU vicrcy to hU anointed^ 
unto David, ami to /us seed for ercnnore. 

^Fnis sublime ode was cyidently composed when 
the wars of David were ended; but the character of 
the person celebrated in it is so majestic, and the 
sreias in which be was engaged are so uncommon, 
that it is plain a far greater monarch, and more 
triumphant victor, than the king of Israel is the object. 
Supposing that there are some rarticulars in which 
the distress and deliverance of. i>avid. may be con* 
sidered as fitly expressed in this song of tha^iksgiving ; 
yet the language is such, that even the liberty of 
lilastern poetry will hardly be sufficient to warrant 
the assumption of it by ai^ mortal conscious of his 
own infirmity. The trials of the Psalmist were no 
doubt many and severe ; but whatever might be their 
magnitude, the picture of misery here drawn exceeds 
any thing that can be found in the history of this 
eminent person. No hyperbolisni of style could 
have exhibited tbe difficulties which David endured 
under such shades of horror as prevail in this piece, nor 
w iiuld any elevation of piety have compared the nier« y 
experienced by him to the convulsion of nature by 
the iuiinediatc interposition of the Divine glory. 
^^ith all the allowance tlint can be made for the 
figurative beauty of impassioned eloquence, it is 
impossible to suppose that one acting under the 
iiitlueuce of the Holy Spirit would affirm of himself 
that he was ** rewarded for his righteousness, and 
recompense cl according to the cleaniichs of his. 
haiuls much less that he had uniformly kept tha 
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^Nvaysi of the and had nol Mirktdly tlt'paitfd 

frc^i his Uod/’ Nwv, so far \va« l)a\i<i In •in iiirrit- 
ing this cncominm, if iiuh^ d any nuiii t M'r could be 
said to dc.-erve it, llua his latter tn nhlcs were con- 
fessedly the roiiMJijuenccs of his (Itviatioii from the 
peth of duty, by the aegiavuted sins of unci< uni»f ss 
and injustice. To him then this dcs<:iipti(»n rannf»t 
by any forced construction be appliid; and il is 
equally clear tiira there is nothing* in llie Fsaliii 
^^iicch agrc't^ with the subsequent part of his life. 
We are, tlierofore^ compelled to look for arMUlier 
interpretation in the history of a Personage truly 
righteous, but sufiering for iniquity, s|'>otiess in his 
heart and condutt, yet reduced to the lowest state of 
woe, attended with cirainistaiices of esttreme cruelty ; 
persecuted even to depth, and beyond it, but rising again 
by his own strength, and trainpjing upon the neeks of 
all his enemies. ITte question, however, is put out 
of doubt by the aiilhority of an Apo^ile, who on 
two diffcretit occasions alleges Uiis psalm as de^crip- 
tive of the Messiah ; and ait atteiUivc examination of 
the poem itself will discover the force of this iilusira- 
tion, shkI (he meaning of, tmr Lord s own assertion ; 

All things must be fulfilled which are written in 
the Psalms coticiriting me.” Luke, xxiv. 44. '1 Ih) 

very title, wh^t properly considered, will prove a 
key to die sense, and a rule for the appiicatif)ii. It 
is there said, And David spake unto the l^onl ibo 
words of this noug, in (he duy timt the ixud had 
delivered him out of the hand of all Ins enemies, 
and out of the ba::d of Saul/* Such is the common 
reading, which would be greatly inij>roved by a slight 
alteration, to render it more conformable to the i»ri- 
gftial : “ David spake the w'oid.H of this tong for, or 
cot)cernii)g, Jehovah.” "Iliis marks at om e the ghj- 
rioiis Person of whom die prophet is authori/ei} io 
afieakf and our minds are iinnieifiaU ly tuiscd above 
tlic Psalmist to coiitcpi plate one who addiitely e\- 
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cecds all tlic sons of men. Even what follows, 
th(»ii^lt it may .srrm to eoiiccm David only, wiH, 
upon a litth’ consideration, be found to strengthen this 
expanded v‘k‘\v of the coinpovitifui. The singer was 
indeed ileliveied fro!n the hands of all his enemies 
in a wonderful iiiamier ; but bcsiiles the strange-fiii- 
versrion iii the coinmcinoration of his mercies, the 
trnili is, that Saul had been dead many years, and 
his fall was tlic sfdrjcct of srfuiierarpocni, the beau- 
ties of which we have already noticed. It is, there- 
fore, unaccoiintnblc how Dlavid shmdd at so great a 
thsiance of timei and under very different circiiiii- 
ptunccs, dwell upon injuries which he had received 
from his predecessor. But this difficnity will bo 
entirely rcniovctl if the word Saul be taken, not as 
a proper name, but in its native import, and denot- 
ing wiiat it strictly means, the state of the dead. 
Our translators have in other places more carefully 
regarded the signification of this very remarkable 
word, particularly in tliat parallel passage where the 
psalmist lifts up* his voice in praise for his restora- 
tion to light and life, Great is thy mercy toward 
me, and thou hast delivered my soul from the lo^vcst 
hell.’' Ps. Ixxxvi. Here the word which is made 
an appellative in the introduction to the prophetic 
song, is properly expressed by its correspondent 
term in our own langungi‘, as far as it conveys an 
idea of the invisible n*giou, whetein tin* >')nls of 
n»rn are H’scrveil hetwceti death and the rc'furiwfiou. 

'I he title of the Psahn is iltereforc an t xplairatioii 
ol its contents, and the theme is the same throughout, 
being notliing less than the inramalion of Jehovah 
for the re<1eniptiou of maw, and his i\'>cne fri»m the 
grave. Only one person since the fomidiuion of the 
world could rv»r make this declaration, ** All the 
judgments of (iod were before me; and as h)r his 
.statutes, r did not dispart from them. I was also 
»i>right bcfoic him, and have kept nn'seffdVotu mine 
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iniquity.” But the woul, mine/’ in this place, is 
a supcrrmtation, both ullntces^ary and injiirK»us U) 
the sense; for though rtie ^lessiali did endure puiii'‘h- 
ineiit and hear tJie aceiniiuhiied inmsgrtb.sions ut his 
people, he was liiinsclf without sin. 1 lie victory, 
and its cotiseqiiences, described with such cMilling 
sentiments and vehemence of st}io at thp close ot this 
interesting piece, will scarcely b** found to have any 
suitable circumstances in the military atchicvemenls 
of David; and if such there were, the conclubioii of 
the song destroys that application by this promise, 
which was ne\cr accomplished in the person of that 
monarch, nor any of ins successors ; ** TheiLltu e 1 
will give thanks unto thee, O Lx>rd, among the 
heathen, and I will sing praises unto thy name. 
Israel prospered greatly under this warlike king, and 
be coiisidenibly ejiteiid^ his dominions ; but oi him 
it never can be said that he brought the Gentiles rroiii 
Aeir idolatrous worship, or made them acquaiulcii 
with the name and service of the true God. All 
this was left for another Conqueror, willi wliO!»o 
establisiiinent, after going tlirougb a series of un- 
paralleled troubles and conflicts, the Psalm ter- 
minates, He is the tower of salvation for his 
king ; and showeth 'mercy unto his anointed, uuio 
David, and to his seed for cvennorc.” By the king, 
in this place, as well as in every other pail u* pio- 
phetic Scripture, the Jeviish doctors uniformly un- 
derstand the Messiah; and in truth of no other than 
him, as Jehovah manifest in ll.je flesh, could all ihe.s© 
marvellous incidents be repoiled as nnllcrs nilier 
actually performed, or which would assuicdly in llic 
fullness of time be acconiplUheil. *^11113 di\iu«: li>inu 
then may be called the prophetic history <»1 C‘l.ri>i, 
ill his state of huujiiiatioii and descent to the woild 
of spirits; his n-Mirreclion fioni the giavc end 
triumphant ascension into heaven, where, at ihi 
bead of the iiieJiutorial kingdom, “ he uiusi reii^ii 
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till all enemies are put under his f» et. And whan 
all tilings sliail be subdued unto him, then >Luil the 
Soil also ljimso4 be subject unto Him that put all 
thini^s under Jiiui, that Ciod may be all iu all/* 
1 Cor. XV. 25 — \iS. 


MAY THE ELEVENTH. 

THE PROFHFXY OF DAVID. 

2 Samuel, xxiii. 4*^ lie shall be as the light of the 
rnoniiiig Khen the sun riseth, even a morning 
mthoiii clouds ; as the tender gj'uss springing out 
the earth by clear shining ajter ram* 

X n ERE are three remarkable prophecies, all referrinj 
t»> the same object, and delivered under similar cir- 
cumstances by the venerable persons who spake as 
tlicy were moved by the Holy Spirit. The first of 
tluise is that of the patriarch, who on his deathbed 
marked out the future stations and conditions of his 
posterity, and fixed the spiritual blessing in the tribe 
of.Jti<iuh. Tills promise was coiitirmcd, and in its 
most essential points defined by the great legislator 
and leadiT of Israel, just before his removal from 
tlui scene of his labours to enjoy that rest whicli 
remaineth for the people of God. Lastly, the royal 
prophet, on drawing near to the period when he 
should be galheicd toUicae illustrious founders of his 
nation, and oilu r spirits of jusi men made perfect, 
delineated under die same Divine guidance, the glory 
of his reign who was destined to arise in his family 
for the completion of the holy omcles, and to bring 
in. cv« riasting rigl*:.ousnes8. Ibis propliery is cii- 
tituied, ‘‘ 'The last words of David,” importing not 
meiely that this was his final b*'(incst to the church 
of God, but that it was ^ a prediction of what would 
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occur ki rile end of the age or the da) 8 of consola- 
tion.” Such is tlie gloss which the most ancient of 
Jewish paraphrasis puts upon the introduction, and 
it is supported by the tenor of what follows, as w ill 
sufficiently appear from a consideration of the pro- 
phecy according to the original. Hie whole of tlic 
coinuion translation is so veiy; obscipe, that the 
evangelic sense is lost^ while tlie great Character of 
the piece is placed in such an inferior point of \iew 
as to be almost undistinguished. Even the literal 
version here attempted, void ^ it necessarily must 
Y>e of all elegance^ will not only express the pro- 
phetic style, but safest to the mind of the reader 
those points which accurately deteruunc the accom- 
plishment of w bat is hero {predicted. The w ord of 
David, the son of 'Jesse: his word who is exalted 
on high, Utc Psalmist of Israel, die Messiah of the 
God of Jacobs I'he Spirit of Jehovah speaketh by 
me ; and his word is upon my tongue. Jehovah, the 
God of Israel, saith, tlie Rock of Israel dccinrcth of 
me. The Just One reigiietb among men; he lulctli 
in tlie fear of God. He is as the sun rising in the 
morning light, a morning of briglitiiess without 
clouds ; and as the rain that wutcrelh the shooting 
plants of the earth. erily, my bou^c is not of 
such w'ortii w ith God, that he should eslabii^ll with 
me the everlasting coveiiuiit, made linn and sernre \ 
which is the whole of nty sahatioii and iii) dc.siie, 
even though it do not spring forth speedily. \v\ the 
sons of Belial shall he; cast awa) as tiioins which 
will not be held with the hand ; and fliougli the man 
dial touchedi them is filled with iron, and the stall 
of a spear,' even they shall be consumed with lire iii 
ibcir place.” 

Hie lirst particular w hich calls for our noli, c iti this 
description is die fact tliat the JumI f>iic hine men- 
tioiied is the same w ith die Shiloh of Jacob ; for in 
the prophetical beiKdictious of die patriarch, dura 
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is only one to corres|MjtKl viiili the reference made* bj 
Duviii, and that w the conveyance of the sceptre to 
Judah. Tlie ad\ent of Messiah is coniparcil to the 
appearance of tiic solar light in a clear horizon, indi- 
cating the season of truiKjiiil expectation, at'ter a 
long night of darkness ; while the efiects of Ins 
ascension are reprcsiyitcd under llw* pIca^Lig imagery 
of progressive fruitfulness, occasioiiccl by the fer- 
tilizing showers of gentle raigi penetratiug tiie pores 
of tlie earth, aiid iionrishiiig the tend^ herbf^e. 
But this great alteration in the moral world does not 
take place wiUiont violent opposition ; and all that is 
done to promote universal righteousness^ only serves 
to stir up the ferocious passions, and to excite the 
enmity, of the sons of l^elial. So far from receiving 
witli joy that wliich tends to gladden ail nations, 
the persons to whom the blessed tidings originally 
conio, rcinaiu <^eaf to the call, unimproved by the 
instruction, aiul even hardened by the mercy. That 
MJ /a(iou which constituUfd the desirc of tlie Psalmist, 
shall iis lued to the utmost boluirls of the earth 

ill tlii' illnuiiiiiitioii of mankind; but the change will 
lio grudtial, (he result of labour, as well as of the 
JJisiiie influence, and rctjiitring the cultivation of the 
heart with the e<i-o})cration of grace. iVcconiing to 
this prophetic representation, there are two classes of 
person j ii|kui w liom the oponing of this dispensation, or 
ll:c conuneiiceiiieiit of the righteous kingdom, is at- 
tended with ddVorcTit eftecls. The one, like the small 
.'uul hitldeii seed in an arid soil, receive the word with 
lioiicjst hearts, aiui show it in their lives and conversa- 
tions; while they who might have been expected, froua 
tlieir previous knowlege, ti> have profited most by the 
nnnciUil visitation, rveslst it in the very first instance, 
and ptT.socute with the utmost violence timt Just One, 
in whose government the rest pf the world shall 
rryoiee, and all nations cal! him blessed. This con- 
version of tiu* w’ildeiiiess into a fruitful field, and 

2 
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tlic* awful contrast exhibited in the desolation of that 
sacred inclosurc wiiich was once the Iiubitatioii of 
the Most fli^h, form the frequent sniyects of pio- 
phetic delineation; and both %vere reniaikably verified 
in the rceeptioii of the Gospel by the Gentiles, after it 
h:*d been rejected by the chosen people, who heard the 
Saviour, saw his miracles, and nailed him to the cross. 
Kveiy particular in these last words of David had 
llui '*Vorc !ts illustration. ill the history of redeiiiption; 
for th iijitli the reign of the Just One nuist be uhiinately 
glorious «'?ud universal^ it began under circumstances 
\:kt to prove its ntih than to promote its 
i'*-! ** ‘ ' !j‘fu nt. When this object of longing expectii- 
i 'o . :.poii earth, instead of being welcomed 
y ,V ' ;• was persecuted oven at bis biilh, and 
pi wth unremitting virulence, till he became 

a:. ug for sia to bring in everlasting righteous^ 
]K> ire was literuSly tilted with iron, which fixed 
Li;*. iO the accursed tree; he w^s also pierced with 
the soldier’s si>ear, wlrcii the effusion of blood and 
water ascertained his death beyond all doubt; and 
txon the vt:ry eircumstaiice of lijs being crowned with 
thorns bud also a sacred meaning, as it show^cd the 
nature of his kingrlom, which was not to consist of 
ten |oral power and visible splendour, but to be 
established in humiliation and suffering, amidst the 
treat liery of pretended Iriciids and the opjKisilion of 
avowed enemit^s. '1 he consc:qiu»nce of all this u 
here plainly predicted ; for though the Gentiles hail 
their share in the crucifixion of tlic Lord of i.ife, it 
w as as iiistrurnaits only, being cornpclletl in a tniiimer 
to participate in the offem c by the olxlurucy of tiu» 
J€w^s, who shortly aftenvards ex|H?riniced what 
Dav'id their king foresaw*, and e ven the hieh piii.s^ 
Caiaphus, him 2 ^cif foretold, the utter loss of lluir 
country and their entire extinction as a iiatiou. 
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MAY THE TWELFTH. 

TUB ERROR OR RATIO. 

fi Samuel, xxiv. . 1 Again tkt anger of the Lord 
teas kindled a'gatntt Jsraelt and M. IbovmI Jiccvid 
against Aientf to tagt Go numVer Iwaed and 
Judah, 

WiiEif w(e read that die, Wrine jodpoents haTe 
faiien upon a naditMi' for duf'tniq^iQr Of tbe ralera, the 
people iheoiaelvea mutt be eonndlilRed as harii^ been 
equally guilty. .-Tbd am of the*' one becomes die 
natural meaii^ of pwiMtioc ^ other; and^ bodi 
parties suffer in die geheraf'CRlati^y according to 
their re^ieelive statioiui and deuet^. Tlie acts of 
government may indeed i^ldpjy p||*ances, increase 
the spirit of di8cootient,'aiiffpre|iaredie wiqr for nnmy 
calamitous everts. ‘ But it 'jboilld be wdi, amidst 
such pressures, to'duimide'‘'Whhdfer die agp^te of 
national crime is not Iniatss^ dreaded crisis, and 
inipellii^ the' higher dtdVd* fib Very nSMsurcs 
which are the Shl^ectt MPtoaiF^aint. Thh misfor- 
tune is, that io idl* thtfnatful t|iah 'a)id Tisitadons 
whicbsliakctbasoibdity of citff rammuhttisSi’men look 
no dirther dim di#, prosi^fli|P''^lmeS ; and when 
they see add 'Insurr; imbmoh and ailuice, in 
die superior' ranks, wr-diqse- ouly ie they ascribe 
public nlislbrlune private dbtnl^'/ Bpt if eveiy 
man would examtne carefv^ and 

temper, the maipOtsof hisn^ndd^WK^ the com- 
mon sendments* o^ddife t^th Vt|b^ oe tt 'most fa- 
niUkr, his diiipi^tibti trret^ie any one dhMs more 
4haaanddier, nikht be’eprrtedid^tp advantage. 

In extending hit mqaiii(^'thlAMi]^''d^'gradariaris of 
life, he would find tmb'eisdi nahwlslh'i iy centiibiidi^ 
his sbar^^ to the najtional folly, bedomcdWwerabie fw 
hia.prtiMrUon of the lUbery; whance'it mllews, dial: 
TO|» II. 'o' * 



nrtat kmda tv BATftt. 


S5 

if all neglect |>eraoml reformation, mmly tecaine 
every one «onsMera -his owh habits asof Itttm import- 
ance to ^worid,tli«consa|ueace a^ast be,that sooner 
<or later all will have to laasent t^liat, by the con- 
tribution of huhvitltial virfom mMt baoe been pre- 
<«eiited. 

vam^ of Ihtvid led Was td nttlnlier iaraet and 
Judah ; or rather, accordiiq; to foe paralM.place in 
foe Book of Chromcles,* Satan teptpted foe king to 
foie onfd vreaiitx^iitHm. This niay aeeit to have 
been ntritriu oflfoace; but whfoiiwfo a man as Jofo 
could endfottn^ tdfoesiiade his master fomn it, we 
are toM^ed totdgfofoft fat aoolfaer light, and as a 
loslteror deeper faa^hrt fhao foe foeremtificatnm of 
idle enrkm^t u wpbldic danQtms J)arid had an 
atnerring iMrectnr .Inatfod. appllfing to foat 
iKvine oracle for 4w |pndaneh]of fajs cMduet, when 
moved to fob eatraotfonaiy sfi^ he fasslantly ordered 
liis milfouy offieefa to |foe foe cetMts of pppidation 
througfaoiit his' <ifot#idBS. . it tom now a tune of 
geotnw ptooehiid piotpttftsf bnt iii|idead of heiiw 
humt^ nndar a ■sensn'tif w gfotf Uesungi nhkn 
enrroitndi^ hidi and laispiiifilai thatooDarirn betwne 
o«b df hit Ida seciirity. 

The skdie avd.apMydiat oM^aii'iWfol, wat not back-, 
ward to 4netease'lw<p|jMe ig ,1 m successor, wht> 
■appears to bav# said in blaiiAAt, power, and 
,foe m^Htf ht^ IfoanfiF^^ wenhh.” 

'0enh error of Band wm, 

foe artaMnrJiptldSfoe i^^faUdef ^ not Oven lie 
mfo Urn { wlie narrativtf t^mw ‘With tliis deefara- 
Oktti, foe hiMliod 

hgafaist wtiA,** ^ tot %■ fofo^fom of. foe 
•ittmiifbty yfu imtr vAhwIedlby fonig fStt Idt 

inn, it is toidettt foot foe, jUnnagroMloo of foe peofde 
toasfoeao(|fito t^ foeirvofoiMthp. tlFbat foeir pa^ 
■effowbrieltildaeMsriis, foe l^story dees mt«MMj«nit 
Jt wMfoMtptobabfyfoa tfo^l^ieitod nuM df 
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wfidelify the eiMtonaiy pretftfce of ea* 

and ind«k||9AiM>?'^'‘^{tt Ad' fe% w ^Ae m onarch wo 
may ace fifti (|lii Arr depe'H^ihfttlK Mdon. He 
trusted to i«|b by e etnuige fe«9BlAlne» 

Aat “ Aere1» AM Iff flfH nuMtude of an 

host : and a ttm Iw jyt deji Yered by 

much sirei^^y^ ^ImJadlWDa of tnui> 

quillily, (jhovM hM'jpAl lb' oaeful 

arts Ali|po«i» <iern||!as> tana dbip<tyed K Aa 
parade of orar} and^uAb* no people \eme inade'to 
believe Aat Ae soimek^ was Mgafded a« the 
model of taiA and-'p^i hMMf'*bioiw reliance imoa 
Aeir militaiy pKM|KW<Aid auaemAal fqrce, Aan 
upon the Dibble p^deetM:^ Tt'lM AecNa^ wfaioh h» 
eaairtple should have rbftlaniedt M. ,Ad taraiorslity 
tvliirb liis Mlliuiity slHMild>lH»tN>,iefMttcd« became 
increased aud cbctended by a cahmiated 

to Iktter. die vanitet ftnd tetltAewtlw Wbrst pasdoos, 
of his subjects. Iia«idi)M Ae inatabiifty 

of the Israelites m the s t Aalfam ^^ d^bsiAni^ and in 
another msiittection / : dr- 

cunutaiicea wMlA eptra4lM>^ Ahfde Ae king e«a- 
tidus in his eefVactdry spirits, 

yet aofiickudg^jhcccM m{d|t» Jiidgineitt Aat Came 
upon Aen£ gM«AlA>a enij^t have been 

applied Ac deseriutlon whkfr A a sdimqoent the 
propimt gave of jerasaiem ; **. Behold, this was Ae 
iniouify of tl^ aiM4ii«lQ||||M^ Alness of breath 
end abundaiAef of^iwMlKBMfctiibefer. and in her 
dao^ters i neither Ad ihg lllSw iwfee lumd of the 
poor and neeA. AlQl'^dAe mV^y, andeoBi* 
nmted tAnhunadoh tjAM'lbet AereAre 1 took 
Aem aw«y«M I SM. xn, 4|hm From 

the fall o(.BKvidiidb.«ii^ teM AmMqcev bf imsAig 
to our . a S« 

iwj^ewjiy ^ 

seiponlfOf- _ . 

bomHAdlir ^MuAe ^ dt 1^ Matt 
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excellent prayer: Keep back tby servant fioni pre- 
aiiroptnous sins ; let th^ not have dontiiiioii over 
me : ,tfaen shall f be upright^ and I sliull be iuiioccnl 
from the great tranfligression/^ Ps. xix. .13. 


' MAY/l'RdtE »TttlRTEENTH. 

. TOE ACf^SSlON OF SOLOMON. 

1 Kkigs, Me kingdom ttas establUked 

m the hand ^ Sohmon* 

T'he close of David's eventful life %vas marked by 
the rebellious’ atteifipt of bis son Adoiiijah t') gain 
possession of the crown, in which design he was 
supported by Joab, (h.c captain* of the and 

Abiatliar, the blgh-priest. But as evil men 
deceive. thepiaelVes' by theit^ policy, so it happ( tK (i to 
tlicse conspirators 3 lor ^rouah an ov^ir-i*ainc»t en- 
deavour to 'i^tire their o^eot before the death of the 
uged inbnafcif, to those who 

’werebbUui^ by the pro- 
ject. If bbi of the 

state of Israel ift IliiM when \te fice the chief 

mimsfer of an advanced 

age, so f& profaraiig' Ids charucter as to , 

, cspoustaTtlk^i^dki^fp^^ Joab 

acted like ati llie ini^or; Who had 

treal^ faith Abiathar 

/added impiety^ iafice he well knew that 

,ihfe assud]iplii>ubffthi§",l:<gMf^^ kn infrrngeitteiit 

. of r fhat wd^r establidicd for tlie 

.government of men, from their 

'^p^ial sUu^iitfdm; add^fUiar ,COiN^ the king, 

milsf also l^vW1^hoi|m tfauf bxed 

*10 j^idmotu atid (lie chief pritid cOUid not Idtve been 

ig^^ut of. dfe fac^; that it had been so deteiiuitifd 
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by Divine appointment. Joab, iiuleed^ might be 
actuated by his fears, niid wish to secure a protector 
in tlio jicrsoii of Adonijah ; but it is difficult to ab- 
count tor the motives which mfluenced the conduct 
of Abiathar on this occasion* lie scents indeed to 
have been given up to a judicial bfiiidness of jhe 
iinderstanclin]^, and an iiit'atuatioii of spirit, in opposing 
1 1 elevation of the prince, who was not only the 
-bjict of bis father's choice* but expressly iiomitiuted 
b'. il e ilccrce of Heaven to hli the throne of Israel, 
u:»d to build the temple of the Lord. 

llc; r lilt It we have the remarkable combination of 
tiic iiiilitary and ecclesiastical power against the ad- 
4;.nce»;U’iit of one whose rights were undeniable, and 
*l»c ;.lory of whvisr reign was the subject of prophetio 
(Icscr ifition. ''fhe ( huracter of Adonijah was sufficiently 
inarked by his coiidt^t t in this ini^tanccA. Hud what the 
niitioa bad to expect in, the" hie succe ss 
appeared in the latigu^c of .N‘atb;i^^wlien liccoun- 
selled the mod^r ol Soktni^ to In^ iUijmediate steps 
to sav^ her owit life a^d pf . Tl»w ad- 
vice plainly shows. imi^ 

federates, who made m mrS of>lihcir project as to 
celebmte it with a saeriiieial fn^i^ laid great rejoicing, 
at which most’of the royal household, with the com- 
inander of* the forces and the lioad of Jthe pridHhood, 
a.s«istt*d; "Thos religion was called to for the purpose 
of sanctifying wilful disobedience,, and the iustitutions* 
ol the Most High wefe adopted^ to recomineiid m 
open infraction of hU But th^ 

saciihce of th^ >iridted is an ahbmiiMiflP to the 
while the prefer of tj^e upriitfal is >iiti delight^ (Pfor. 
XV. 8); fuid the very means used fat thk#st«Mide to 
set aside that ^fcr which God had aeSed* pnoved 
the rum of the confederates, ahd hastened the ucam^ 
plishincni of what they dreaded. tii this op- 

posituHi to foe akession of Soldrnmi^the maiigniM 
ol the human heart is displaved in all the ffisagreeahle 
c 8 
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iJudes of base iiignititu<ie and ind^^ons foB>, ouf 
luii^ cani^ fail to derivo>gseat conselaiion from lha 
review of it,^ in beholding bow steadily Dmne is- 
dom woiVs its own puriioses dtronm.tbe mass of 
contendug fDononBf and anudit all toe machinations 
nh^ar6<mntri«d^todi^<Mi(tlieg«a^kni8oI^t. Ihe 
cootemplatioD of diis hiitoi^ amMs a ^omlortaUe 
iHustmtion the ni||iorta&k truth, that no device or 
power cimtdtiv df iProvidcuce, which are 

itn-aridil^ tliou^lhe vi^ed-titumi^ * 

(&jr, and teem itirliiMaeannicato stimdto stnmg as 
not b> hu moynd* Bid their teasdii of festivity is 
short, abd all iM and mt -tnade use of by 

thciii to scMCbiwi^mlc own power, as%e}i as to depress 
the righteous, w31 ultimately be found instmnihiital 
to ibp jpeomotita^ that cause wlucli tliey cunninj^Iy 
endewourad Ijhls use teen m the esta- 

tdi^unbrt of dpohthe %o»ie of bis father, 

wheb-iUlDi^m MHiis ^^Mshtteuwe congiatuiatiiq' 
eadt olto.i^Sau WB dfii^ts ^ their lOfimge and pru> 
<1 «pm' ta sesaipg dm apwpt^gd. authority bafora tto 
adUiSl dcurisS m the sttjfit'inMfted rneuarch. Th^ 
nmik was gukltW -tnmed-' cotsslapiatioo; aud 
when d'wtiS told ou tlw dmme 

of the kificdkMn, km nm < ihmih life traitorous 
asaeashl^ so dmt th« guUts-^ %liid wenteWy 
man has ww.’^ , , ' 

Wlule, Bovrimwi we air% eagtoef <n cpusklerh^ 
flan f«n»ihslde chedmstanM'iw.^ of tlm 

slussn people^g^’^ tM dui^ auuglds’ tuiued to 
mtofhhr PefsodPr wboasii msyds^tmiy said, <* Be- 

jh hem!?' Mett. »ii. 

# and life 

hlii thmae, ^ wno is o^er elJ, Go4^ blskSMl 
ihr Boi^ »• j*-' Ptophocy had »» ot^ 
‘ diW l f^ -ia cither case than to ptowahe m andice add 
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increase the impiety of those who set themsdves to 
overturn the Divme decrj^. ^ Fn bodi of these 
rebellious th^ a etmjiiilctiop^ of ihe civit and. 
ecciesiastica) juiris^ctioiis, miKterj’ fOree and reli- 
gious authoi^, t» aupf^t injtia|dM and gpve a colour 
to sacril^. Buf as m itw instance of Solomon, 
when bis ei|efllie# /eatkl that he was settled in the 
goviemment, thpy warn aftaid, and ao was' it 
when Jf’estit sftpindadfod l^oh'^hid aea(. upon Son, 
for toon aAM^hht pf^ntni^iloto- sesMMKt io-th^ rebel- 
lion, endbeni^arhgreivitotd'yaAinipaU nations. In 
like manner snA it at Ihn rrinwiwwation of lus> 
kingdom ; fi^%lken ^ flnddot tnl|||eeta are gathered 
into that stnbK of^^eM# and wAdh renmineth, 
for diem niidl»'''liia‘ dmnipion, jib will say 

of jlhe wdidiet^nn aim inMcan|ani;, msMcd his- 
giace, and oppMM Iw ‘ndww WOiWvM progresa of 
bis nospel : wnold 

not mat I nmnla and 

ahjr them before me. Wtt 

. .asaadntaMndamr;'' 

HAY THS'.FOVfdP^NTH. 

tiut CHMeft ot aonoMOtK 

k Kings, in. 9.'**‘Crtpe th^ *ttV 0 Ht an wtbrdaniimg 
heoi-tf to J^g« tA>i( newA, tiMt Inte^ (fiscem be- 
fteeen good and had; foit'mhh itJiUie toim^ thU 
tht/Mgreatapt^'f ^ ^ ^ 

'CvEKT adventnrer^hi tlm grant of^mnao life 
should'at bb outset cobuder thn ||nMtion fo wliich he 
is called, and die perils tliat lie him^ fep ^dea 
he hat to diseliai%e,»nnd the talents eidrusled to hie 
management. ' dfbongh few are boro to rank and 
affluence, yet all euJjOy the native diputy of radoyau. 
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agents, and possess powers, the appiiekion of which 
will either raise or deurm theih in the icale of * moral 
and intellectual wottU. Little as wd may think of 
the matter, fhe tnith is obvious, tliat no candidate for 
itinnortalUy enters upon the probation^ state with- 
cfnt nsiceiving the JDivine nicintion spited to his puiii- 
cuiar condition and prospi^cts. mf this call^is 

conveyed thresh the liirdmary^ chattel of education, 
or the speaking tessonSof parental ins^ction and 
ejiajiiple; while others are^addrewd in their 

cccupntiona luiid Ihvotirha pursaitsj ‘ hut to all and 
each* the * voice cometb ms . it did onto Solomon, 
** Ask >\hat I shall give died;**/ 1*110 qiicstion is ge- 
neral, and nothing^ etnressed, that the iniiid mac be 
.left to the ^i^ee use- of ttUvieasoning facnltv, ami tluim 
he accemntabi^ Jfoi; well ajs ior its coii- 

duct, 1ft young 

. t^#: 'i;aAhut e desired 
snihtaiy of hk territories, 

mt;<l the lie had ex- 

fitrieHced."iho mhndri^ hta Irethrmt, and wit- 
licssed- the dtspdritioQ of the iktea to in favour 
of onb of them undei^ a ct^OiiillQ^ had often 

led thearnues of Israel success. 

Tlie- firaiidable conspiracy his aeces* 

aion w*as indeed quidily^.dlsoov^d tutdr promptly 
defeated ; but many of those ^Ug^pai '4n it remained, 
and Soibinoo was not uimt^l^ftted With the turbir- 
lent character of the, ped^t;^ over whom he was 
placed,' which diem at the iiutiunimia 

of revenge and^p^ agents, of : aedtUoii. Here then 
were su^i consmeiratfons as migh^Min to have war-, 
ranted in tlie mind of 'an enter|>ri»ng fnintre n wish 
to 005^3 the tnota'^powerfiii means of securing his 
donimion and' extending the glory of h a crown.' 
According to*' the most .obviotk^timate cfwuiidiy 
policj^^- this great object could onlf^be attained by 
vuaitftd atridigth and tW^ acquiatttuii of wealth ; or 



57 


CHOICE OP SOLOMON. 

at least by such a course of prosperous occurrences 
as should preserve. respect abi^d and tranquillity at 
home. All this no doubt uais desirable, Imt there 
was soinetliiii^ still more so, without which ease and 
grandeur, wealtli and' honour, would have been 
equally dangerous to the sovereign and the nation. 
The ardent •and "aspiring temper, mistaking conse- 
quence for cau^s^ often loi^ the objects of its 
pursuit by not first s^ktug them in tbeir true prin- 
ciple. rleiice the* thirst glory ends in the shame 
of disappoitibi^t, mid' the anxie^ for independence, 
by increasing our ernes, miiltiplies our wants. Thus 
the restless sfmit df man having made a .wrong 
choice at the beginning, goes on and is never satis* 
fled, tiijssingby its impetuosity what might easily lia\e 
been acquired by moderation^ and becoming miser- 
able ill die possession of those things which, with the 
iliicctiouof prudence, .would have been productive of 
felicity. But VI hen the heart «is established in dm 
f.iidi, it' will be free iroul the fefer 'of the world ; mid 
having confidence in the Divine /wisdom and good- 
ness, it caji adopt tlie deciufation of the Apostle, 
** 1 have IeRme.d, in whatso^vet state.! am, therewith 
to be content.’*^ j^iilipp.jv; li. Ibis happy dispo- 
sition is not wrWghttql at once^ but is the effect of 
study and habitiifd exdirctse; ii 'begu^ ' iih the love 
of UpCh, isind U^i^rfected by the practice of e.vciy 
religious duty. of csseutiai iiaporbrnce then to 
sow the set^s of piety at an i^ly age,, that they may 
shoot forth vigorously, and be ^iabl^to sV4nd lu the 
scasm of trial, when , their be rtqumtV 

to discern between apod and e\ii, the decep- 
tions of folly and me of 

allurements sin^tMtd" the cOitscime. 

Solomon .wiur very young ^ he ntcemii^. the 
throtie; but he was aheady prfpi^ed for ih.it high 
dignity by the vlbll spring <»f a!l itrtuoiis .action, the 
love of Uop, wbkU guided him ia Itls \ie* 

_ c 5 
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f^oieat, and enaUed him to iteire judgment and 
r'^teousnaMfw the |^ic geoth HmWMng which 
h« asked was more lU^donbled, becavie he sought 
it not for his own honotir fmd em^mM^ mt for die 
welfare of bis % ten^er'seiicihide to 

ftUfil.hu obligatione towaida dtemvdth e^iiid sagacity 
and rectUndo Whim a fusaeit is aniaated the 
wish tq be nsefid nNhsT to^sbiaa in the world, 
and be»da< ail hia |idwese loJbal eath'he n 
reward in the pragreaatd^bhi Mbditn, nod fa eroemed 
with hoBonr, erloob he dcsemes an^ beoaiue 

itisatmUMrtfaefinikofdc^do»^lhlti»y« ihdo- 
ItnigFed for wrhidr n^u tender 

bhna Ueuing t4 hts anbjecta'qf daaciwtions, and 
the conaennence wga, Him ^ RpntatkMifor w«doro 
was spread Ihfoitth idl dip 'EmL By aridng hi a right 
afdnt forthm^witch wonld-JfHt^ iiittl firotn an er> 
foneowego eew li W Mat, he^dbtliilliML a eaat'occession of 
menlhl stores, anilwdi, ybuodemce of wealth, through 
foe extent of commdiiw, dmt Ida n^ hei^e glo- 
liotta bqfOBd all pnraIM fo foe Uatoryef ancient 
aatMM. < Tbia is a vetyeo^oaiu^ ha^ to 
persMw, as it foews the «im of rmipcm, 

and the pcoper melhod of tWmng il8o sH foe ginaat 
pMjioses of life. . Bj rmSa^ to malw Hm the 
ndmgyht^oand damstor'fh t^cl>|^aiid«HilaBi|^ 
mdirtdnRl their concerns, fow coefomi^ wM 

ao^foeir fiihfa virtoerand teinlie, font 

reteasbfolg» as far 8a'#lE: after 

}>ivBie j[wrf«cfioii, font wife for par 

mstmeuoa waiMf foroui^" fod ipwietiea of iaiaihn 
existence, from irdhticy tv foM&hMh <1*1^ of wloat 
it is recorded,’ that when ** hp ifoitetsed in 

wisdom and stamfe, elid » fttsvdr Ood fend 
man.'* Imki^ a. 42. 
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MAY THE FIFTEENTH. 

•THE OtOBY OV THE TBMYEE. 

• % 

1 King»,\ut. 10, ll.*>>>w4«Mf it mhm i 9 wkm 
the pri€tt 9 - were c9it^ 0 it ^ the Aofy ji/aee, thet 
the eht^^lkd the heme ^ the tiera; m that the 
priesta amd net afaiui to mimderjteeeme of the 
elandifar the tjbttjpef^^ JUtd had fitted the 
homem the'teoL'" 

nPHET ai^ oaH’plaoe dioidd M<($iitiliginahed l^the* 
HiviiMB fiivoi^ EKWO ilum aacdlMr, « iotbe opkaon pf 
an ifn^nnl^ netfam, ubwmtl^ of man am 
injurious to the Dai^, «>ho fills imiiiKlwty vtdi his. 
presence, and spreads lus glory and |(aodDeto over all- 
his uorks. Imt th^ who so fia^ more 

evolted coBceptioiM of the lKvlaees«euch tfe^a cop* 
rt.ct acquaintance widi bumfld nature. Bi||r takiiqf, 
an inibitual vieaft of universal ext^on^ mqy lose 
sistht of their own comfitjOa^ and in contemplalsng 
the i>oundtesa dominion of Gi^ tl«^ forget h» par- 
ticular relation to mati,^.. w|||fi mtpda>f Solomqn was to 
we full aMwqle and alfwiious a» diat of die phi* 
losopher, wm protmitiicw ^^imtaMa space to. be 
the only prd|^ttiHAe for tw Dfivibe honour;* yet 
this gpeat oMnss^, wlule Im acknowleged that the 
heaven of heareaa cannot contain fofi^te Power tmd 
Majesty, wadnut restrained fiwnbuiidi^'Uie most 
sp^fierb stnwture ever e/ected for purposes. 

Ha knew, that as the mhdiect of maindtetHnsenbed, 
asMkhis ithnw mixed and Ioci4iaed](i Wfidts into ianu- 
merabla errors, and e&^ cerates an 

‘idpag^H^. dhwutj^ or «nka tl»B. »mwA tcei stu- 
pMoi^ living at if thara Yniw. ndhg. . Man can 
fona no otmexfttion of ahstraot pttdiy,. find tfiarefom 
hn emp oeoMr raiie hia ihoug|it»to dm cwiqgirdmisioof 
qfv lilW pevCeodopt which distiaguid^ the E^rmd 
cO 
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Mind. A -beings endued widj 'reaTOn imiM 
be dealt with’ according to -the extent of that 
faculty, from which -no -more should he expected 
than its means of informatknii - afford, . nor ought 
more to-be imposed it than its capacity 

can perform. - -Tfae-.-mnd hMleed is framed ami 
furnished for his useV but diottgb evei^ creature, 
great and small) presenfr cocnrincins pr^s of con- 
trivance and benevdidtee,* the . siMmjyK|f[mintion 
and gratitude is weakeaed) aftd redflpHnnseiwiblc 
by the recnrrence-of same -SiMilr^d the fre- 
quency of the aftnebcitefits.; 'WbaTbl^^ cnu be so 
glorious as thsftun atsceuding to his mbrideti spieinlotiiv 
or what spectacle cw be equally gratifyhtg with t'lw 
of a rich and -wd^raiuired domain, abounding in tl-.e 
stores of- v^iet^miif yet theSe-drings'are so common, 
that the sigte dTvi^m uuikesffo ibligiotti impression 
Upon tbe-atind,^^bere^ seiitinont of ^ty.did not 
fuevail before. ' that is tlte case, all the va- 

rieties of' nature wilt be conrerted iAto Jessous of 
JDinne mstimct^ iM. 'iA;ery occurrence in the 
journey of life is an -advancfuient in. the science of 
moraLimprovanent. Bnt j^t^here the roost serious 
and best inforibed tdidersUd^l^ wilt be. affected by 
many ptiihfol conndpnitions, arwuifl 'from reflection 
upon 1 ^ foilies and ^i(^|i|^dcbjNHion o(| foihre ills, 
the . sense of preseiit^ and thb. dread of 

approaching verity, '^j^ere th^tte ^s^^ 

positive Hirdhitioiis for the effidcatii^ of man,- to.pfe- 
wrve the reineinbimce;«f bis a^igslioiis, to keep him 
in the path of daiy^'andi io mdi^te him with the 
prospect of^h^ier-attidniMliS * id virtue' and*hanpi- 
ness. . Even in tbe'Mafo tnere- 

\vas a settled holy place> ;#n^ tmtffhdld'm.mtii^te 
communion with his bfokof ; wtdl after dtefeU^ -jdie' 
estabbshipent . of an’td^Vas me^efeafye«‘tnake 'him 
humble and to kee|»fk&n ffoni deUpatr;- - . What was 
refuitkie in the hegumuigfof;#tie’ai4^.dm^^^^ of 
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human depravity, must be equally so in the progress 
of society and tlie 'multiplication of moi at evils. 
Tbou|h nature may aifi)rd ample means of iiistinc- 
tion, It can neither yield the conaola|^n;of hope nor 
give any assurance of ponlon. ,.Thc sphere of know- * 
lege is bounded witmii the nUrro^v limits of the 
pi^nt hour; and‘*whi(ci ^ die mind stretches to the 
ve^ of esistoiice^ iii the indcipatsoii of continued 
enjoymeiitHipd activity^ it draws teck with fear and 
anxiety /from the: tbe^y^rs of folly 

that are p"^i‘ rtif dbvious 

that unless of aJihU^ had'. made a c6m^ 

iiiunicaiion of bis Wilt to tis, tixed' the means of 
our holding an ihtercoorse wiui bfm; we must have ^ 
rctnained tu utter da^ne^ reaped la the USvine 
intentions and Ciul^ futOfe^iiUolniepli ’ ^l^inicular 
times and ptacesi* tbsp> though th^ iare ctf. Ktticf or 
no moment to 4 ^ Deity, are hf ||reat thiporUmce to 
the welfare of his tinile and erring ereatinres/'Who' 
contmualiy the comfort; of^ forgiveness ani the 

asbistuuco of grace.' Whffi the king of israel had 
completed his magniiSyeut fobrici he edebrated tho , 
dedicatioo, of it with' greit«$othimit^ ; and on dint 
occasion he deliteiTid he said^ 

But will God ii^e^ dW'cti^^-the^arih ‘ Tlie 
question" stlrdyi^ is of vast ;<;but it did not 

prevent the monarch footti^nraxi^ that, whenever the ' 
people assembled in Unit placo^" mcir pi^itiq^ might 
La uhswercd the pardem '^itheir sins: if t&^ 
vvorshippecl towur^^/ the t0|h}>% it w^s,.a sign of 
their sincerity ; but ifJlbey t^Wd ^ Avilh 

iiididerefice^ and regatifod all placea^ alike, a clearer 
prool' Could not be gtvetf. foat .i^ey w both foitb 
and r^entaiiMi - * *;•: . 

Thh questhm of Salomon was ifo rapturoiis ea- 
clanittiioti ; it was the Sentiment bf gratiitide for the 
mercy thcii'immMiatery before bim, and tlie deelatatioti' 
of his faUb in €Hia much greUteryto be accomplisbedin 
the fullness of time. SolOnioSiyas aware Ui# the 
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Divine nature could Hot be comprehended . bj' 
finite capacity ; but be knew that the special mani- 
festation of this gloryt under a. visible fomi, had been 
vouclisafed to ihe faithful at sundry limes and , in 
divers manners. - tte luid the ‘same object, now in 
\ie\v that guicted the fathers throtigh Uie wilderness, 
and which always aeknbwleged to* be Uie pre- 
sence of Jehovabi Under tbe two-fold appearance of 
cioud atul fire* This qnestioii, therefore^ bad a 
relation to sdmo great but fiitjira bleasingf fbe assur- 
ance of wkkh Was given by ^ jdis]^ay of tbe 
Shedtinah^ or tbe ^ ^il-known symbol of gloiy 
throughout the lioly of Hele was m evi- 

dence that the fafouf God still rested upon bis 
chosen Jt ^edge/also^ lliat be 

would fjulhfl b^^pdbuilly; dWretltn^ upon the 

eardi* 'Fo. m ;4ko fai^ ^ 'tiraiOiistraltoii of the 
Spirit, thait; iti Qirist, reconciling ilie 

world unto question of the wise and 

^ |3smi$ monpeb aj^undaotly deai^ ai^ cncounig- 

Higg because ibl 'awirwee^w^ supplied by tho fact, 
Jftat ^* lbe Word was made vQesli, and dwelt abiong 
us (and we bebaUThad tbe ^ory* as of the only 
b^iltea of the Father)^ fall of grace and uruth*** 
J<disi, i* 14* 


MdY THB SIXTEENTH. 

V 

THB S«EEM- OF FHEBA. 

1 King*, X. 1 < — !^nd vhen thtqutm S.M«>ieffrd 

of" th« fame of ’SulonuM, romtruin^- iht mme. of 
■ tkt sht 'cmnt to prove him miihf hard 

rjumtiom, 

KMOVLEfUTt i*, deatrable, ev«n in cif^uinttMeM 
ivliFre tDM ho* little to hope- ftom the poiwe*iio» <4 
il^. hcoce^ he often aceluF it w»il» the gfcHtot 
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'nfaen the pursuit is altoded with difficulty, 
and the attainmhu affords only a momentary grati- 
fkation* But lbi» is the condition of our nature 
since the first of the human family broke the. pre- 
scribed limtuT of cbnterttid obedience, to become 
acquainted with a- science which c6^d only distract 
the mind, and render ilunfit for the great purposes of. 
life. Paradise ww not lost by wish for mental 
improveiuent- ; jn^. ^ tfae.p;igiiial parents of oiir 
race entail' the , malediction of pain and l^botii- upon 
their posteci^ through dte end^vour to increase the 
stores of - ratuMie) ; enjcynient. Their error lay in 
aspiring to a higher station than, that in which God 
luid placed Ih^nt, l(^,in.:aiihing' to know what he 
graciousiyj kept froip' theta. . But wKotwas sinful in 
them, as proceeiiing'*ht^h;aa jpurffihate ambition 
to obtain tmt prohibited, 

becomes in some • iiwM^e^ Our. pnmege ynd ^ duty. 
What W48 forfeited -fay them yre..ihuat acquire in the 
way that Infinif^f' appoint^, and die 
promise of whii^ beoraic ati loexIiMtstible source 
of consolation and fhe; first 'tramgressonn 

lliey rashly tbottjj|tt <to'-fnlarw dtm intellectual 
powm by: a d^krtai^ frbin ^ Divine precept; 
and -we . must seek Tor '%fat and life , in the revealed 
worth tu soariiif{'«b>tbe iiai|k,'o|.angds they sunk to 
die vossala^ Of sittj froth W^i^ at^t stme wc mint 
strive for dhtveriinco, throu^ ir^damption wrought 
out by the sacrifice of Otonenieot. Recoucilikiion to 
Cod in-tbe forgiwHicss of alt utMuity WM declared at 
an (hnly period, and became .tfie sulri^ of various. 
commuoicatioBB 'to the-pauiiuc^ die manner of 
it jfiguAai.‘.ahd btHfied, as it to the eye of 

the foitmul worshipper Ib' die fiervwea of the tabcr> 
nacle. TiwJnconimuimcahle tiame of J^ovab ex- 
messed this ‘great truth, by dengnatiiq^ the Divine 
Person who bore it, as the SariourdM was to come. 
UtM sacred wwd ^ indeed' couv^* tod» Churcb 
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of o!d tlie coniforUibj^ assurance tbat the God in 
horn she put her trii^st was not orily the Civator of 
ail things, bill ber Redeemer and; Sanctifier. 'I'iie 
term is relative, and marks these several conditions 
of being ; 1 am ^he Mdicf . was, and is, and is to 

come;"' by wliich'^mtist be. understood somewhat 
besides simple eternity and sclf-exisb.*uce. The 
Almighty is the same yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever; but wbeu tliis aj^llative was assumed by 
biin, it was intended for a special purpose, and to 
indicate bis connexion with iMn in three distinct 
diameters and dispensations; We are not, therefore, 
to wonder that the Jews shQolil aKva}s have con- 
sidered this name of the Lord as of trcinemious 
import, thought according to their e^piications and 
tiic common etymologies, it^is dilficuit to concede 
how the word cj|pld ever have lieen supposed t<j 
involve any mysterjf. \Bot in truth it compitheiids 
the whole system of reycnied religion, and U signi- 
ficant of the economy of grace in the salvniiutt of 
man. 1 his ineifable ,iiuine carries us back to that 
epoch when the w^orlds were credited by the Divine 
Word, who is ** before all tilings, and by whom all 
things consist.” Col. j. !?• ' It , brings un from the 
formation of niaii, and the promise of a Rcdeenier, 
through the several prepatetions for llie great work 
of love, till the meaning of the iianic was exphnucil 
by the angelical intcipreter: •VlTiou shatt call 
his name Jescs; for he shall save his people front 
their sins.” Matt, i- 21. Wheii^ lln.refore, we read 
that the qUeen of the South came to luar the w isdom 
of Solonton, and ;tliat thU wisdom appertained to 
the name of the Lord, His;ob;iious that. the motive 
which inspdied this extraordinary viom^i to nndet- 
lalc a joumey from the Arabian coast to Jenisalim,. 
was purdy religious, that sU might Ijrani uiord.. 
j^rfectH' tlie things beioiigirig to the pronniH'd salva- 
tion. llie name of the l^rd is here put for tim 
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Mhole mystery of faith ; and tjiisy of. course, was that 
which she came to Icani^ and in the kuowlege of 
ivhich she made so ^reat a proficiency as to have 
gained tite praise of him who was wisdom itself. ' In 
continsting tiie conduct of this iilivijtrious female with 
that of the unbelieving gcnieration^. among whom the 
Messiah apiw^ftrcif, du; fullest attestation was given to 
her pu ty ; and u]^n the same high authority we are 
enabled to ascertain what thif .information was v\liich 
she visited Jlertv^aieiDi id acquire. It is s^iid, that, hear- 
ing the fame of Solomon concerning the name of the 
Jx)fd, slic came to prove him with hard questions, by 
which very retnaikahie phra^.we must understand 
something more than a mere desire to try his skill and 
prove the extent of bis judgment in matiersi of curious 
speculation, ... " »* 

I'he result of the infdrvievv will tmtiify iis as to the 
natnio df inquiries V ^ we are loU that she bad 

no more .spirit left witbm and timt site blessed 
the Lord Go(i wbo bad made Solomon Icing of Israel 
to do judgment and justice, , Fi^mdiis it seems clear 
that she w'us nof a proselyte, b^ore* her arrival, but 
that t})e doctrine \Vbich she beard from die mouth of 
the king overcame all ' prejudices, removed her 
scruples, and jelled her so|ii with joy in believing. 
The baixl questions which she put to this preaclier of 
rigliteoiisness, Air so at this time Solomon truly was, 
were tho>e difticulties which press upon the iiiqiiisU 
(:ve niiiui in Its search after truth ; and es|>ecial!y the' 
most inquirtant of all coiiccrus : the means of obtain- 
ing that divine life without which the riches, splen- 
dour, aiid wisdom of this world are iiothkig bettor 
tbau the ap{)endage8 of folly and the aioitoi iiients of 
miJK-ry. Our divine Iialh set the example of 

tids Wfunan before its for our imitation, by showing 
what spiiit is iiiccssary to the attainment of that 
ktuiwh'j^c which he came to iwjvart. ^I'lin qi^tMi tif 
bhebu leU a country abounding with worliliy jiOQ I, 
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and ventured uptw E„loiq[ rad pmious jourmj, to 
gun some insight into tho things of Qod ; and 
>»bile she heaid .the instrnctor Yvith attention, she 
^MFoved him by statii^ her.per|d<ildtite aqd doubts witli 
crackme and humUii^. In lil» tnraner mpt we leave 
all other purst^ and dep^ndhn^et t^ visit the court 
of the great Kh%. who i» exalted to adri^wter justice 
and jo^ment; and when wefatve .h^'^ore him our 
wants and /ean». in aa^astire'subnda^Qw’tp-bis coun- 
sel, we shall ei^ierlra^ the fdtneib jif'ihat promise, 
“ 'ilMy also tiiateii^ ut.S|)li^fl^*c<Hne to under- 
standing, and dk^ that tnuroMilced diall. l^un dec- 
tiine.” Isaiah, am. d4. : 
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t Kings, ai. lo jmw tchen S«tomm tees 

tMi jkit trht* fi0O$di‘iuugf’ Ait Atmrt' after other 
godei (radAKt:deai^.imdi:ho^ the Lord 

Gedf es itaftAf^^^ hk fatktat^ 

It is a . mortifying contddi&^ i^i^ t!ii| most shlii^U 
ened of earthly luomirdhs ydtnvtorlrom 'bis' j^iofoiind 
researclies iptu die seciiids,^. nature anti intimate ac- 
i^intaace wlth^iiie^polii^ of mankiu^' diat '* in 
much wisdpi^is uiiicfa' gtmfi 'atid. he that, in- 
ereasedi kra>|^e incmase b sourpw.’* ]^cles. i. IB. 
Hat it,imist lihve been s^t moro jmitifui to.indect, 
that, after. all j^'ingenui^'and .obse^ation^'hc. had 
not- been able io. preserve his rcputeUw Wicontanii- 
Dated, nor hia cotiscknim-void iA off^e.„ 'fhal a 
man so womlcrfuily endued with divine and luini»i|. 
kfiowls^e, ^outd nave fallen into tliv grossest rnoris,’ 
both 'of.faitli and praetke, affords an ipiputesttbie' 
evsdeaceof the tweoknw.tff reospn, and its uttoc ut-^ 
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sitfilciency to witlistand temptation.; * So capacious 
\>as tlie mind of this Cxtri^diiiary Img, that in xvis* 
dom he excelled all ti^ebildreii of ihfi Eastj^ and even 
Egypt, a cduiUry prdwhiaiiy famdua among the an* 
cieiit nations as the seat of scieitcR^ Great, indeed, 
must have been hia rendyrdi and uncomiiion the dis* 
j>lay of his int^lecU^ powers, when the report could 
attract all pe<miidto iiear*!^ wifdoni of Solomon 
from all kings or the earth, \Vhich had heard of hie 
wisdom.? 1 li[iitgs,;ivl54» /The genius and popula- 
rity of the ki|ig of Israid had correspoiident effects 
upon liispeopie; who were greatly 'enriched by his ad* 
ministration; hot the vast increase of Wealth, the pro- 
duce of commerce and an extensive idhitory, brought 
an influx of strar^em jual^Otie ^fiDtry, wli|ch occa- 
sioned a change of mimnei^laid co^rnjpeida of prin- 
ciples. The mjBgti^ench^ and bia ex- 

ertions to ag^ndiae hia ddminii^ by foreign trade,, 
are not mentioned as eritHft of; government ; im the 
contrary, they fortD tteAeihO in the hblory, 

and they were.a^lW sn^psot^of'peirfieiilar exultation 
in tltat prophetic w|]^ doiteribea,^ under the 

glory of this rel^,: tlmt of^ jjhe Messiah. Tint wiriie 
^lomon was emplbyed/i^l iiC<|uiriiig and diflusii^ 
knowloge, exetcisi^-'l^e liis^sub^ts,and 

cuittvadiig the friendihip of oth^ nations, he suffered 
a profusion of luxury lo be inl^uced irit<i bis king- 
dom; and iithif owii comt he set ad*^il exafliple, 
not merely h^ the spletidour of his ap^^ratiee, but by 
adopting tljie pntctici*s of the 8urroui|oiii||^ states. Tlie 
transiuon is easy from an for persons in things 

• indifieront, td pn associatic^ wiih diem in itiose which 
are sinful, lliis wise iiiofiaixh, whoDVall the world 
courted and admiKcd; yields itfduwful pleasures 
aud infidelity by degrees. Tirsl be became etiaiuour- 
ed with strange uometi, and having once departed 
from the v<^tuU^s which it was ht^ duty to have ol»- 
served and enforred^^ he soon earned his. iiiduigetice 
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to excess, tlie ctmsequcnce of which was, that, as ifie 
resolution of virtue weakened, the sentiineuth of piety 
decayed, and he who knew what was right, continued 
enthralled in vicious connexions till they robht tl him 
of his iaith as well as his honour. Accr.*rclii».i to Ins 
own confes'^ion, which is an excellent coinnKiu upon 
this histv^i v, it appears that'So]om*oncou(btct;aiicto llio 
supersiirious customs of the lieathen, iH>t out ot any 
belief in them, but inerdly that belniight stek out the 
reason of things, aiid«know, ot tliorouglily undci sianJ, 

the wickcfhiess of folly, even.of fi>oiishncss and mud-* 
ness/’ Eccles. vii. Uis thirst ol‘ inforniatioiiAi as so 
great, that tlie range of sanciitied wisdom could not 
Ikju^I his desired; uiid after becoming the slave ol Ins 
passions, he flattered biiiijell' tliat the study ol il 
things would be at leaat hi^lesa it* nut prutitable to 
his mind* 

lliis delusion has been Very common since the 
time of Solomon ; and many have j^one into foolish 
courses with the same rdctotis cfitiosity and vain coii- 
lideoce that be did|j»tKouj^ it ik to be feared few have 
discovered equal proofil of deep contrition and sincere 
repentance* Let it be our care then, if we would 
avoid failing into his err jg;s,*io abuD lliat familiarity 
with deceivers, which,, in spite Of all our Ii(»asted4ur* 
titudo and previous kuowlcge, niiHt end in siiaiiic and 
coufusiott. ** lie that touchetli pitch sliall be dc« 
filed ihetevvitir^Ecxdus. viii. I ); ami wlun uny one in 
the pride of his heart thinks himself safe in the mi- 
cicty of siiiiieas^ liecause he k aware of.Uicir devices, 
he sUtiifis most in danger of Indtig ovei ihrowu by u 
snare against which bo hrd made no preparation* I'lie 
surest %viiy to |>rcserve our ttifegrity atid peace of 
mhid, is by olmTving a constant watchfulness o\er 
our thoughts, to prevent the iutriisioii of those desires* 
which are Uie inlets of nil cot t option m faith urnl 
nintiH^riL ** I id. Its liear the conclusion of the whole 
matiil : feai God, nml keep his coiuniatuliuenls ; iui 
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this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring 
every work iuto judgiiiimt, with every secret things 
whether it be good, or whether it be evil.’* Ecetts. 
xii. 14. 


MAY THE EIGHTEENTH. 

THB SCfll8,M OF JERdllOAM. 

] Kings, xii. S2.^And Jeroboam ordained a feast 
in the eighth month, in the^ pfieehlk day of the 
month y like unto the feast that is in Judah; and 
he ofered upon the altar, (so did he in Bethel), 
mcrificing unto the cal^ that he had made ; and 
he placed in Bethel tk^^rhsts cf -ihe high places 
i\ kick he had made. , ' 

Si.nvruns liavc a natural aversion to truth, because 
it (it!iects ihcir errors; and the wicked dread religion, 

Li< cause it coiuiemna Uieir unrighteous deeds, and reti- 
ilci\s llieir power insecure. Jeroboam, having re- 
belled against his st)vcreigti, arid drawn aside ten of 
the U dKfs (i uiu the liou^eof David, was airakt Uiatif 
tlicy coiuiiitu'd to worship die true God, and to ob- 
serve tiis ordinances at Jerusaleni, they would return 
to Uieir fluty, and cbr.Miiue for the fiilure equally 
faithful to the altar and the throne, prevent this, 
he had rec.imrsc to the ex {XMiiefil' of devising a sepa- 
ratioti; and fo^ that (Hirpose he began dny persuading 
the (leopie tliat it >vaB troublesouie for them to attend 
ihe regular feast in ' Judah. !^"His plea for reform, 
gi.ouoded on the piaitsible preUnce that the establish- ' 
4 d religion w'as a yoke of bur|lieitsome cereRfionies, 
had Uie desir4ki elfcJc, and easily pi'epared the credu- 
lous Ismelites to believe that what fullowed^was in- 
tended for tlieir benefit, w^liea in fact it was no move 
liiaii a piece of craft to keep, them in igiioiance and 
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subjection. Jeroboam took eoowl, but'widi nhoiu 
we ue not directly told, thought it was doubtless with 
the lenders of the revolt, who’raoagbt tbit sacrilege ami 
idolatry would prove 'tbe sunit way ISS iriMnlaiii tlie 
usurpation which thi^ bed proipoted. But as the 
violent and ui^>rib<ipled never priIjiBct any good design 
tbemlteiTes, w .t^ canntH endure ariy thing of tint 
tendeiK^ in otfaeqiy iect l^r i(iw»i;achen>es sTiould be 
injured by its aacceaii. ' Hence #e find, that this as- 
sembly of evil oounMytodi^vil^ihr their primary ob- 
ject die secttti^bfdmf mew 'WhiA teas obtained by 
rebellion, co^iv^ to cneafunpeople out of .'their re- 
ligim. 'Two goidos ^<toaiH«9fiiiafSMdr^ Egyptian 
A|rowereaet up, dneaiOan, tmddieotherBt Betlicl, 
with a pompiM ritnal, ^ m ealiMisbed priesthood, 
. anited to die* hfhuntNii s!yilhsc.j;. 'l^t the ceremonial 
anstitttted in honour t^ lhe^'.hms, and the stated pe- 
riods af^rojuialed’. h} the Itofiond obs«vance of it, 
were «MftiUyite^t9cmlw«B<tod' With the sorriiicinl 
' rites and* feira days^whkh-alj. ttb fitibes had hitherto 
. been accustomed lo.adebnitwta^^r as ouc cuiigrc- 
-gafioii at-JefUSideni, ^Thuisa^nh and hnpieiy edm- 
.plelcd'whatf -tmbcgwbijf secMon; and the followers 
of Jmobotnn; 'after r^eti^ tbehr kmg; were, without 
much (fiflk'uity^ brougm to' riniouneS their God also. 
I'bit waa in the natafal coittse of thiiigs ; for wh«i 
men have sutFered theowelvt^ to'bKORie the agents 
<if fraud atidt^bhipib'they w^ - very readily 'adopt 
'Such anac A snl n u^thig achsme of and reti- 

•|^,av^rtn4|^rnuhao apology Ibr (b^ir ompee, and 
oonfirmihetft b'llmpmetice df vt! A stronger tea* 
.lim^ tothe £xceU^aa of ravebtiaii eOpld Mrdtty lie 
tbm- that atihmwd by 'the fears ^ Jeroboam, 
■n di ic ln ta d him <p eat^iab idolatry idr opnontion to 
dw findi ami worahip of die true God. He aakt hi 
'^.Now mall^ d»’ kingdom return to t^ 
Jmu seof David ; if dim people go iqp to sacrifice in 
4|to house of the itoadwl JerosiMin, then-, shall the 
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lieait of this people turn agaia unto their Ldid.” 
Nothing but the conyictioii that hir proceedings 
against Reboboam werOcontrary to ^ taw of 6^ 
could have ct'pated these apprehenneba ; for if dig 
division of the kingdom had bron just on pert, ^ 
adherence of the/lmeUtca to die ancient service 
was die sure4( plet^ of l|i^.<diedience. But -con- 
science told, the tismrfier 0m sucd^ d^not sancti^ 
a cause, and thatdillirperiDi^ive will of Providence is 
no justification .4^ tMtaQ^I^.Bre^tbe instruments of 
scourgii^ a 8infiid.fMKn^' - prophet had indeed 
told him tiiat he.sooim obtiun the rule over the ten 
dpbea«,on accouirt^ tlmt gross defeafion of -which 
^lomon was guilty ; b^t thia.prodMfioa was no war- 
rant for tfaa n^lion.m likra^, and t|ie Inurpaikm 
of Jeroboam, ^lieir conMpt'piiocti^ and vietons 
practices were indeed tornedi hy a very common pro- 
cess, into the means of fiiHUhng the Divine decreoi and 
of executing the judgments wdiich -were foretold ; but 
the reasons of U,» government, who inakes the wicked 
his ministers of puiHsbment, -me. vcey difiermit from 
their motives iatiie inllibtion. of vengeance. 'Jliit 
die conduct of Israel in fine separation was rebellious 
against (iod as wdi as against Kehoboaro, % evident 
from tite intqnity which fiidfowed the breach of the 
union,' and the uiisery< which they entailed upon them- 
selves; for iu-tlie whole nulnber ^kiiq^ set iq> by them 
not doe was good, and at last tlite teirmirwtory tribes 
were a^mfy .lost inthe captivi^ ; non^nf the seed of 
Jacob'Hthn ^ored, but .the t^ bdkt^vthu renuun- 
«d true to tmir tiod and*tlimr king. 'in''civil and 
giotts obedknuie-W'e shaU always enjoy the best aecunty 
of our tirivilegesj but if we idiow d^wra to impoto 
upon ns by dbetnues which cawtot bemanitatiiadyiith- 
out sophistry, and a pervernbn of the posUnrn' p«e- 
eepts and ordinances the Divine i9stitiition,|bat - 

'he verified in us which was said of some in dto'nvly 
age V»f die ehurdi, who mn^ .religious frediDnt tito 





. THB l>lSOBEl>IKNT PROl’HET. 


cloke of licentiousness : While tljcy promi^ic tliriu 
liberty, they themselves are the servants ol* corrupt it»n . 
for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he 
brought in bondage.” ^ Peter, ti. lil« 

MAY THE NINETEENTH. 

THE PIS0^E]>1ENT l^ROFUBT. 

I* Kings, xiij. 18 :— Ae hed unti) hitn^ 

• ' 

Fraud vias the introduction/ of human misery, a^ 
the credulity of our tirst parents rendered the conqum 
easy. They were deceived into a belief that the for- 
bidden tree was.tbe means of making them wise ; and 
in every age men liaya^been drawn into error by a si- 
milar delusion. Ihe father of mischief contrives to 
give his ckceptions the appearance of truth, and he 
enslaves the mind witH the promise of greater lii^ht 

• and freedom. The Israelii^, after renouncing their 

• kgitimate sovereign, and settingup an imh^peiuient 
kingdocD, were sooii persuaded to change their reli- 
gion aill to fall down before Jtiie calves of Jeroboam, 
mtiiel, from being tbO; house of God, becauie the 
temple of idols; and that plfK^e. which was once dis- 

. tinguished by the vision or angels was made the seat 
of . a|>ostacy. ^ The altar erected in opposition to that 
> of Jerusalem, was placed on the spot whicli bad biK}u 
consecr^ted^y Jacob, tbat tM^j^ple%iight^egard it 
with the greater reverence, ^dj[oin in the idoratrous 
ceremonies Uiere peifoi^nied tvrthout compunction. 

. While these abominktioiifi were prgct^I in the pre- 
- aericevif Jeroboam, an old( propliet resid^ at Bethel ; 
but mdiher he nor bis sons had so much zeal for the 
Divine honour,^ to their cpuntryiuen from the 
wicked courses in which j^y were ciigi^cd.* So de- 
pioiable was the coudftibn of Israel in this time of 



sdiism and rebellion^ that dicre tvas neither a" faithful 
prophet nor a Irpe priest to be found amo^ them ; 
\i’hich confirmed and illustrated the observation of the 
wise man, ** '^h^y who leave the paths of uprightness 
walk ill the ways of darkness/* Prov. ii. 13. Yet 
the Lord would not leave hioiself without a witness, 
nor suffer this sinfiii nation to cot^mie in an undis- 
turbed state of 4wobedimce imd impiety* In the 
midst of public ^ festival, when Jeroboam was en- 

gaged in offering saerific^\li ffian of God came frotiir 
Judah, and denouii^e^^ JEKvioe jud^ients agahisl 
the altar, and all whomoiild be employed in its ser- 
vice^. lilts boldness of tibe prdpliet asttmUhed the 
tyrant, who stretched forth hisvhaud,.'und'COinmanded 
tlie intruder to be sazed by ^tbe guards; but iii the 
act Jcrobooni was^nitten.^th ft euperhatuial stroke^ 
and at the same the al^ w^^eerti^ a 
miraculous maimer,. /ugreeaw to wM been just 
declared by the miniet^COfGod; Go^ineed, though 
not converted, by die»e^pt#aii^ ^#(dbdlMn entreated 
the prayers of the pio|^t iu on the 
recovery of bis limb,-:^ enough to 

invite him to his h^M**' '*mtrr,lhe word of the 
Ijord w'os i)ereniptfi^^>,U|mA: that 

be should give^o cquuICQaif^ %6^ idolatiy by eating 
or drinking with those wtio tj^d ^i^en their covenant 
with the Almighty*, P^Ming hpicm sacrifices was aa 
essential part of! the rel^ious^servic|,:aud they who 
partook of what wras provided efh [itiiwe occasiooa 
showed tber^y a resp^t fprt^ worship* 

The . irtjiiuelioii, ihei^fore,.,v^lii^. was%id upon the 
prophet of tadhstaia: and- 

drinking water had a iwfereiice to Itita 

custom, afid ^aa 4^ijgned to 0v^«coose* 

queneb that might be the.ri^t of am|^ieiidjiy*er^ 
Will men who had abandoned ms faith ^k t^ 
ancaHors* It .was not fitiiuif that ^he torvai^t of God 
who came upon such a mhsioe should .appear iok 

VOL. u. o 



74 the hisobedient TnomMt . 

give any encouragement to those who, for the sake 
of gratifying liieir lust of change, hail forsaken the sta*- 
lutes whicll were calculated to render them a great 
and happy people, and who had aliandoped the temple 
of their God, in compliance with the wishes of an 
apostate ruler created by tbeuiseKes. But though the 
propliet of Judah had sufficient fortitude to resist the 
invitation of die king, he was not proof against the 
glozing artifices of a bogry sedficer. Tlie devil is 
never so dangerous as xvheQi he is clothed in the garb 
of holiness, and the ought then to be most 

on his guard when he falls into the company of those 
who, with the semblance of purity, would abrklge 
die rule of faitbj and give a latitude to that of man- 
ners. When the bid prophet of Bethel was informed 
of what had Uippened at court, be could shake off 
his indolence, to go up^ d»e biimess of temptutiun,' 
though, anudstalkthis ifaidbmt corrujptioii, he had never 
once dtscfaaiged^ his duty. Having neglected his 
office, he/wds graved *t0 fold that another had been 
more luffifnl ; and m tiSlial spirit of dLsbonest 
servants, lie was resolved' to make the prophet of 
Jndali as bad as himself. * For this purpose be saddled 
bis ass, add, by pit^idi^lf^Wine message, succeed- 
ed in imposing ii|Kin the 4iuwaiy stranger, wbo, after 
behaving as became liis character/ in the presence of 
Jeroboam and bis courtiers, fell into die snare of this 
sanctimonious deceiver, and perished miserably for bis 
folly. He ought to h0k known, that of two opposite 
precepts, one only couMbe f%hl; imd as he' was assure d 
of the Divine orig^ of the command \yUkb he had re- 
ceived, it was enough tb make him reject that brought 
by a matt with whom, he wss not acquainted. There 
were many ciroiftisdinbte Jh* the should 

have made him Axed hf 1|hr r^fbsal, the principal of 
which w^ero these, tliat tbe prophet of Bethel lived iA 
a fhee overvmi with gbdmimitions countenanced by 
his if not by liis advice mtd assistance. But 
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if this vk'ai not sufficient to awaken suspicion, the Ian* 
guage of the man carried its own confutation witli it ; 
for lie pi*etended to. have been sent by an angel, when 
the original interdict came directly from the word of 
God, w ho aioiie could alter the direction be had given. 
Instead of requiring .a sign.asthe proof of his autho- 
rity, which was the obvious course to have been 
adopted, the prophet, without making any inquiry, 
believed the lie that was told hiip in the name of the 
Lord; for which he bad the mortification of being re- 
buked by the moutli of the tempter, who, in this 
particular, became a true seer by pronouncing Uie 
judgment which v^’as speedily execut^. The melan- 
choly fate of this maft, who so quickly fell into the 
snare of the destro3*er, after having borne liis tes- 
timony to the truth w^ith fidelity, is a caution to us not 
to be cheated out* of our principles and int^ity by 
men who affect ^ peculiar sdhcttlv, reuiembcring who 
hath said, There sbdll arise, fiiise Christs and false 
prophets, and^^all riiow signs and wonders, in- 
somuch, that, if it were posrible, they shdl deceive 
tlie very elect”. Matt. xxhf. 24 . 


MAY THE TWENTIEfriL 


THU W*I00W OP ZABEPIIATH. 

1 Kings, xvii. 24.— thf^man said to tllijah, 
. INow by this I know tkatihou art a man of God, 
and that, the word of the Lord in thy mouth is 
truth* ♦ • 


Thb preep^ narrative exhituted the aSsetUK {mg- 
ture of an inajMred nmaaeoipr of Ood, 
well and diwharged bit miaa^n faithiully in 
seuce of a powerful monarch, bis prieata and co«r> 
tiera ; but atterwvda Buffered himtelf to. bo deceived 
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t\y an aged traitor of his own profession. Our atten- 
tion is now called to an opposite character^ whose 
history shows the line of duty which ‘every believer 
inudt iHirsue in the midst of a crooked, and perverse 
generation, in private life and in rehrement from the 
world, as well as on the great stage of public employ- 
ment, surrounded with a variety' of cares, and ex- 
posed contiiiiially to new temptations*’ When Elijah 
the Tislibite, in obedienco to the Divine command, de- 
nounced to .tbe.most wicked of all the kings of Israel, 
a famine that should continue above three years, he was 
t>rdered to take up his abode in a desert place, by the 
side of a brook, and thirO'lo depend for his daily sus- 
tenance upon the bounty of iProvidence. It was a 
trying injuiktion ; 'but the prophet complied w itlmiit 
murmuring, and hasten^ Jo the retreat assigned 
iiini, without conaulting/ fle^ and blood about die 
comforts iie must renounce, and the dangers to which 
lie would be exposed. In this probationary slate did 
the Almighty think prop^ to place his chosen mi- 
nister, ilmt he might acquire the hnowlege and 
comiuatid necessary for tlie great service to which he 
was destined. All the ancitilt worthies, to whom w us 
giwrn a large portion of Uie. divine Spirit, were pre- 
pared ill solitude for the public service ; and die Sa- 
viour, prebgured by them, did in like manner live in 
obscufity many years before he came forth to pK af:h 
the Gospel of ' the kingdom. The utiiiiy of tulcnts 
<;an only be asuertaiiiecIMy tlieir application to the va- 
rious purposes of life ; but it is III privacy that the 
mind acquirer life habit of attention and .steadiness of 
judgment so necessary to die discovery of truth and 
improvement in virtue. Equally just and elegant is 
observaVton of air excellent writer upon this sub- 
ject : ** In morality, as ki huftbandry, the preparalion 
of the soil is a great step towards the production of 
ft ideatifui harvest, if carnal desires ate dead in us, 
ftlitfiinga belonging to the Spirit will live and grow 

4 
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ill US. If the nffcetions are discng^ed from things 
on earth, the didicult;^ of the work is over ; they will 
readily and eagerly lay hold on thinge above, when 
proposed to tj^m. If the anare of concupiscence be 
broken, and the soul W delivered out of it, she will 
presently fly away, on the wings of faith and charity,, 
towards heaven. Tljey who have' duly practised mor- 
tifleation in the school of retirement) wdl, at their 
appearance in the world, afford it the brightest ex* 
amplesof every thit^ lha^ honest, just, pure, lovely, 
and of good report*/? Wh«tt El^h was completely 
brought under the Divine govemincRt,*and had learnt 
perfect submissKM^ to the WlS^d of God, the mira- 
culous fountain dhi^ itp, and he waa directed to enter 
again into the s^iet^ of ihuokuid. But though it was* 
a time of geneinl ^dcmrdty, jhtq]^ received in*-* 
structions to 

or Sarepta, z the Sido- 

nians. The M oi eddueed thin 

circumstance a» the Gets- 

tiles was in the from the 

iH'giiiniug; for, as N 

dows at this period in the man of 

God niight have been over all these, 

be was directed to wt ct^ td Cmtaan, and to * 
become an inmate io the Hbii^'of a desolate stranger. 
With the explication tbul afforded by our blessed * 
l.ord, wc shall iirtdv no, dlflin^ty in. comprehending 
the reason why , Elijah Was e^iw^td^reinain for such 
a length of thne iU'Solkhdlii in 

the power; of* the wonderful 

grace of Goddmm^ who W^e considered tn 

outcasts by die/ci^imdii^;t^th^ The same 

ti^aching wbidr full extent 

of tbemysf^y of gracfSi^ this 

* Bishop. Home’s' Consid^ratiotit on' John the Baptist^: 
P,* J5> octavo edition, , , ■ " ^ 
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poor woman^ like that of the Syrophoenicinn;, in the 
fullness of days, for its reception. This }s plain from 
the conipellation which she used in her reply to the 
request of the wayfaring man, that slie«wauid bring a 
morsel of bread with the water that she was going to 
fetch him : ** As Jehovah, thy <iod, liveth, 1 have 
not a cake, but an handful of m^al in ar barrel, and a 
little oil in a cruse : and behold I a^ gathering two 
sticks, that 1 may go in and dress it for me and my 
son, that we may eat it and die/^ That she behaved 
courteously when pressed to share her last mouthful 
with one who w^as an utter stranger to her, is not, 
perhaps, extraordinaiy]^ for afRiction, begets sympathy ( 
but it may well excite surprise# that^ a person of her 
country and condition should speak in terms of pious 
resignation and the strdiig language of faitli in the 
true God. Though reduced to thb ntOiost state of 
penuiy, sheiM a &sling cteritable heart, was 
mild in her bebai^l*# Wm|i^:4o* r;^der every good 
cilice that lay were miser- 
able like herself ; to make a 

cake for the poor trar^^ ovk of her last bancifiil of 
meal, she murmured Imt believed the word of 
the Lord by his nteutb; Here, then, w^as a wretched 
Canaanite in the lowest etafe of butnan woe, who, 
reiardlcss of her own pressinglteessitics, hu^tetled to 
relieve the thirsty traveller, treated, what some wouhl 
have considered, a very unnatural demand with gen- 
tleaess, and on its being repeated with a promise very 
unlikely to lie performed, obeyed, and was saved in 
tha dreadful, calamity which spread desolation over 
the land. But the trial of faith, and the reward of it, 
extend* d yet farther, for her benefit and our instruc- 
tion. llie death of her son w*as the extinction of 
hope to this widowed mother ; yet the overftowing of 
ber agonised spirit did not produce any bitter com- 
plaint against the man of God as the cause of her 
misfortune. On the contrary, she iqioke of it as the 
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visitation of her mid trembled under the stroke, 
ill an uppreheiisioii that it was the mark of the Di- 
vine displeasure* Such was tlie gracious proof which 
Uiis alien from the faiitiljf of Israel gave of her pe- 
nitence and the siiiceritj of her qonversion, even 
vvht n the hand of God was heavy upon her woiiiuled 
spirit. Ihitahe cottfessioh which slie made on re- 
ceiving her child, fully ekpretsed how greatly she 
had profited by the teaemng of the minister of 
righteousness* mid she, by tliis 1 know 

that thou art a man' of Ood, and dial the wad of 
Jehovah speaking by thy mouth is truth/’^ ^ 

^ In the broad display of |be«Gdspel, when the Di- 
vine Word, itvwhoiii tliis Womair believed, came per- 
sonally upon earthj^ end brouEght life and immortality 
to light, the people would pot pjsrsuaded to accept 
of him as theijr £6i:d|^ thcpigh iney witnessed bis power 
over de^th him, as 

Israel of old 

the Gentiles of salvation, 

and gladly 8abi^iied[w^^dwh^^ the Messiah. 
Thus the church but of all 

lands, and the nations y^lhdeRd long in dark- 
ness, rejoiced in the who had 

proclaimed his kiu^om ages 

before, jii dis to the Gentile 

w’orld ; Fmr no^ fi>r thou shalt not be ashamed : 
neither be thbu cobfotindkM, for thpu shalt not be put 
to shame; for, !thoi|, shalt, i[orget iho shame of thy 
youth, aud slialt itot^irooieiiitiei: the reproach of thy 
widowhood luiy more.".: l|i. liv< 4r , . 
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MAY THE TWENTY-FIRST. 

THE FAITH OF ELIJAH. 

■1 Kings, xviii. 21.— ’How ion^ haft ye bettceen trra 
opinions ? If the Lord be God, follow him : hut 
if Baal, then foUoty him. 

Ih this n^d, but autlioMtative manner, did the pro- 
phet reprove Israd for that, fluctuating dis|)ositioii 
which would 4nake an ritiance between God and 
mammon, acknowlege ttie truth and Serve idols. A ge- 
neral assembly had been 4»lled together by Ahab to 
witness au extraurAnary. contest whKh was to decide 
. whedser.the, wprjdi^ subatituted by that monarch, 
aud einbraced^'i^ -pe6{4e -oit of com(daisance, 
.«f their ^ On this 

occasioii'^^n|^M||^to M|pi«.t coufldence 

to fjltf BPTOMWjiaw I^lppieSU^ 'lour hundred 

and fifty single petsoit 

of Eliiai«--.»JiP lip&P ^iSoigfa^ at,' that these 
nv«i iAOsd||.'|^t^^£|i^'jiiciEe^ the challenge, 
knowing,, ps the otject of their de- 

votipiis iidd *»« «wdit by miracles. 

Tliey migfa^ «poi| their craft and 

more upon I heir fibtnwnipliild.1^^ Jbey wme by the 
countenance oCstne ir|^'^r^vfith the king and 
tjiiccn at tiieir ..icmsal of flic offer would 

Iwve iiidiuteil^ ii»p<i8iure; 

which mnodg ah «air«^ed ^ l^settled people mis-ht 
have prociuc^f^at ootmeaudf^ to the ^ and 
th^r fje^inds. Sj^^difeadyat^iigi^ pn t|M;ir side were 
uuiimrou$ai4.nirmid«b|p>>.iw they lad llie royal fa, 
vour to tfApport tbeawand only unb4nan to fear, who 
was indeed endued with wondmut powera^ but being 
drtad^ by % nation and hated^y the soyereigiir Umy 
had Kttle to apprehend frpm his superior laloiil-*. 
When we tahe a view of tms.retuarluible scene, the 
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faith of Elijah fills th^ mind with astonishment, 
standing alone os he did in a circle of armed warriors 
ready to obey the niaiidate of their bigoted chief, m ho 
was infiueiK;ecl by an arlfiil woman and an infuriated 
priesthoods But the^propbety ivlio-wa* but just re- 
turned from a long/exile, surveyed the vast cf)i)gie;ja- 
tion with no other *sciititt}€^nt^ than pity for . their foily 
and zeal for the Qivma liiHiour^ He even treated 
their gross aposta^ with gaittteness, and called upon 
them to judg^ the ineiits of 

the religion the hiid Aban^oed,- ami the idolatry 
w^hidi they follow^./. In such a ini^Eed assemblage, 
he knew them wem some; who/ like Obadiah, the 
stewiwd of ite honsehdd, mourj^ in secret, and 
served God in the- sincerity of tlieir hearts. The 
prophet was also sensiblej^ jihat mjmy complied with 
the gcMicrai abemlinationi father. diroiigh timidiry, or 
from a flosire to rr^conntseild ibeniselves to the palroii- 
age of the great. ‘His* remonstrance, lioweycr, was 
iu)t the less keen because it was -convened in language 
which gave tliem hope, condemned dicir con- 
duct, 'fliey for having mvMe 

an exchange witWit i^nlrv^ aud-fbr adopting the su- 
perstitions of the.faeatWn,; not from conviction, but 
with hndifierenee, Them cHn be. no union betwern 
error and truth, sin and holhwss; and they^who bend 
the principles of religiottvto wocldly policy, and for 
the base purpose. of serving their own ambition, or to 
avoid temporal incoimnieiicf, wilt be Ibiind guilty of 
lobbing God of * bis glory, injuring their fellow -cVea- 
.tnres,,utid cheating their souls* . To the reproof 
of Klijiibno answer wttS made; bubwhen he proposccl 
that the question at issue should be^ determined by a 
miracle, the people signified their appvobution with 
one voice. Irtero the humility of the prophet was 
equal to the strength: of his faith ; for be gave the pre- 
cedence the priests of Batd, and waiW patkiuly 
: -s o. 
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iVoni morning till evenings Mlule they vainly invoked 
the presence of their deity. 

llie irony nith which the .servant of God treated 
these idolaters oiay seem to the su}H*rticial judgment 
iinbecoining the dignity of his eharacter; but it was 
ill fact of u diiTerent desGriptton» expressive of the 
power of bis faiths and ^calculated to ‘'awaken the 
minds of his hearers to a seiise.of their ingratitude, 
ill having so long forsaken the foimtajo of life for an 
empty delusion. Nothing cotjiUl t^^T^^fnrcibly depict 
the stupidity of idolatry, than Hxi laborious efforts of 
its votaries to bring down fire from heaven, while the 
minister of God sal. with perfect composure eticou- 
paging them to perseverance, in terms which, if they 
had not .been sunk m the depth of wickedne^, would 
have itiadejtlieni gained of their extravagance. Hut 
there is ai|i^atii^||^n in f^ly by which men are led to 
oppose tlu^* a(e conscious of their 

imbecility, and ^ maintain error a|^insr Itie convic- 
tion of livitb. Tliua it Im^^itb ihm priests of Baal, 
who continued till of the snii in their 

fruitless atteo^pts the pkUMe which they 

knew w'ks hopdi^y tliet^ renounce it even 

when Br^ih restore tlic itliiir ot Jehovah, and by his 
prayer obtsmied the jhimculoiis of his sacri- 

fice. They, indeed, had> on interest to promote, w hicli 
snayiin some measure, account for uieir obduracy; 
but Ahab ought to hgve been humbled under this sig- 
nal victory, effeclti^, by bis example, a national re- 
pefttance; instead of vibkh^bc became liardeued in 
his impenitence, ^ invdiitrate against the prophet, 
from whose ministration he had experienced both 
jb^menf and meircy« In the conduct of Elijah we 
bemld the effidicy of prayer, by vrbkb he brought 
fire, and afterwards rain, from heaven. To this case 
the Apostle alludes, when he says, Ihe effectual fer- 
yent prayer of the righteous man availeth much. 
Kiias was a man subject to like pussioua as we are, 
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mid he prayed earnestly that it might not rain; and it 
rained not on the earth by the s{Mce of three years and 
six months. iViid be prayed again; and the heaven 
gave rain, the earth brought forth her fruit.*’ 
James, v. 17, 18. Ihis is die prayer of faith, which 
operates in a blessing upon the heart, and converts 
every wish and occurrence into the means of spirilual 
improvement; agreeably to whai car liord hath said, 
** What things soever y*e desire when ye pray, believe 
that ye receive theili, and sfaall have them/ Murk, 

XI. 


MAY THE TWES^TYiSECOND. 

£t.lJAH’s OEeeO«0£N€¥. 

I Kings, xi%. tS.rr^tVhat dasi ii^u here, Eiyak? 

Perfection is oat. m man,' Mid the strongest be- 
lievers have their tnoiiieiiia cf^fbr^lfulness, when 
they who could set thairjfiuies tut a Hint against a host 
of formidable eneoiiei^, Arink with fear before ima- 
ginary dangers. ' W^ava seen Elijah, in obedience to 
the Divine cbmorani^ retiring to^ dreary solitmie, 
then residing for a cOoilldeiabTe. period** among stran- 
gers, and all at once reluming to encounter the fury of 
an enraged nionarch, who liad spared no pains to dis- 
cover his hiding-rplace. Yet Ahab complies with the 
recftiest of the propheli aiid. gathers all the elders of 
Israel, with the priests of Baal, to the place appoint- 
ed, wiK-re the minister of God alone stands up in the 
defence of truth, andi armed ^’tth divine power, gains 
such a victory t>^*rr error as brings the w hole assembly 
to acknowlc^e the true God. After this wonderful 
change, it might have beeir expected that the great 
reformer would have remained to complete the work 
which he bud begua, but the menace of Jt^ebel 
i) a 
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Illarmed the fears of EHijah^ and he fled into the w il- 
demess. — Such is the iiitirmity of human nature, e\eii 
in those nho are most raised above the world, and en- 
dued \\ ith the largest portions of grace and wisdom. 
l.hey can wiihstaiid the liercest assaults of the wic- 
ked, and vindicate the cause of right eotisiicss unmoved 
by terror, and secure from sof^istry : * but the* le- 
proachesof the feeble, the ridicttle of the frivohuis, 
and the cahitiinies of the sconifol, niffle their tem- 
pers to such a degree aa lo make them afraid when 
they should be firm, and is^att^nitg %ihen it is tlieir 
duty to l:>e most active/ Having destroyed the sedu- 
cers of the )>eople, and rMored the altar of (Jod, it 
became Elijah to proseciite the reforination with zeal ; 
instead of whicb, the direm of an* angry woman had 
more eflect upon his nitttd than the king and his 
guards, the assembly of luutghty^ princes, and a for- 
midable body of sanguinary priesta^ . So great was 
his timidity, that he appears to &ave been su«<piiioiis 
even <jf the fidelity of his serVMtV whom he left at 
Beersheba while be miKirred aCoiie hi tbe desert. \vt 
the weakness of inah,'^*hw it is hot attended with any 
sinful compliances 'W posithre iHtob-^Hiience, rendt i s 
him an object of conipassioif. >^Wbile tite propliet 
slept under a juniper-tree. Divine goodness prepnred 
refreshment fur him, ilia strength of which enabled 
him to travel forty days arid forty nights in the wilder- 
ness, till he came to Horeb, tlie Mptml of ( jwI. 'ibiis 
diS the angel of the covenant, who conifortt d Elijah, 
sii|>port his church during tbe prevalence of infickliiy, 
the ctiiruptums of idoiatiy, and tlie silence of the 
propliets. W faeti the leader of Israel received the 
botiy of laws for the government of that people, he 
fasted forty da^s and forty nights in the mount; and 
the Kedcemer hiinsidf endured tbe like privation in the 
interval bi twt t ii liis baptism and ministration; to show 
that the spiritual community of which he is the head, 
ihaU be pteserved in spite of»aU opposition, being 
cherisht d by that grace which has no utccssury (U pend- 
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cnco upon external means, though il is frenerally im- 
parted by the instrunieiitalitv ot* ihc word and ordi- 
nanres. "I hat the three ptirsons who communed to- 
gether on llie^ Mount ot* Trunstiguraiion should have 
been a(i distiiigiiished bj a similar fast and seclusion in 
the wilderness, was not without some design ; and what 
this was oiir •l.jord •explatiiei, when be said, It is 
wriUeii, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
evLiy word that proceededi out of the mouth of 
Clod.” Malt tv, 4. The object was the same in each 
chsi ; being no other than to show that ull the religious 
instiuigoiis were merely preparatory to tme of a more 
luruitd nature, the ilidi:vpen;|ible qualiltcation for 
whi< h consisted in an abitriictfon from the things of 
time and sense, the remineiatioii of. selfish desires, 
aiiil a fieedoiii from cariiul fear, * Elijah had inucii to 
learn in the way of duty firir it is evident he was not 
quite emptied of that' ivoridly spirit which rises and 
falls according to the influence of circumstances and 
opinroiis. His feniier n^tireoientbad not brought bis 
mind into a state of entm subnnsrion to ibt; J^ivine 
will; nor did the late\iiberctse of hii faith cfl*ect a 
complete conquest over bis passians. It was the s^une 
thing with the leadef of Isrm, who daslied the two 
tables of stone in pieces when he perceived the folly 
of the pcfople; on which account he was obliged to 
fast forty days and forty nights in die niount, while en- 
gaged in the renew al of the written law. These emi- 
nent ministers of die Old Testament, though faidiful, 
wcie deticicnt in some respects; and their very obedi- 
ence was iiiixed with , earthly aflections; which made 
the reiigiuus services performed by them fall short of 
the Divine honour they wcreiiilctulcd to advance. He 
alone who beemue an oifering for sin, fuitilled all 
righte4>usiiess in absolute purity; and even be sub* 
niitted to w'eariitess of the flesh, that he might teach 
us to briug ail our senses under submission, and to re- 
gulate our wills by the word of Uod. Elijah^ buv^ 
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readied the place of liis destination, seems to hate 
thou«:lit himself settled in the cave of Horeb; but on 
Ufe nig[ht of his arrival, he \ias ordind to stand on 
the mount, nbcrc he witnessed successivdy the terrois 
of a temfiest, an eaitbt|uake, and a fire; but it is said, 
that Jehovah was in none of these visitations. '1 hey 
went befoi*e him to indicate hhi approach; as the 
thundering and ligiittiings of the law preceded llie 
gospel. When these supeniaUunt convulsions were 
passed away, a small still voice succeeded, which said, 
“ \Vhat dost thou here, Elyab?*" Tl»is w as the se- 
cond time of his being s6 qucstloited; and his leply 
was the same : i have been very jealous for tiie 
iiod of hosts ; because the cliUdren of Israel have for- 
saken thy covenant, broken down thine altars, and 
thy piopliLts with the sword; and 1* even 1 oiil>, uni 
left: and they seek niy life to tale it away/’ I’lie n.- 
buke which' he received for having quitted the post as- 
signed him, was contaitied in this address; — What 
doht liiou here, Elijah T’ 'J Ihs concise, but sharp in- 
terrogation, conveyed a tw'oful^ ctsiisure upon the itigi- 
tive profdict for abandoning blHerallii^ in t(ie station 
where only he could lie us^ul, to cotiie, without any 
coininund, into that desert region. When the word of 
God directed him to return into ismel, it was rer- 
taiiiiv foi some very important ptir|ioses; part of 
whiili were accoinplishcd, and hi such a way as ought 
to have encouraged him to leuiatn in Imttciit'olM dt< lu e 
to the Divine counsel, ready to hdiotir and ^idfei in 
ti:c cause of righteoiisiM'SM. Hy his lliglit he i«el a t^ad 
prccedtT.t to oihers, as it exposed the |Hiiiteiit m nt w 
temptations, and wc^ikei.ed the faith of those, whi», at 
smb a crisis, stood in iited of his e\hoil;.tioiis. 
Elijah knew that the l^rd hud some since re m ivauts 
left in this d<'geiierute tialioti, an 1 the hite triuiupb 
over idolatiy was an eiicouiageii.eiit for him to ho|.e 
that many ttmre would be brought to re|M‘fHaiKe. 
Ibe journey to IJoitb taught the prophet^ as tU Ins- 
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tory sliouhi instruct tis, not to despair undiT any cir- 
cumstances uheii we are engagid in the interest of 
Iruili, and tliat the most atrtKioiis sinners are not to be 
given up as past all remedy, because they have hitherto 
equally resisted tlie impressions of judgment and 
mercy. When the prospect is most dismal, let it stiiini- 
late us to fresh exertions, leaving the event to iliin vi\\o 
said, Yet have I seven thousand in Israel ; all the 
knees whi^h have not bowed unto liaal, and every 
mouth which hath not kissed him.’’ 


MAY THE TVVENTY-THIRD. 

THE MURDER OP NAnOTH. 

] Kings, xxi« Ahub mid to Efijahf IIa$t 

thou found me^ O mine enemjff And he answered, 
1 have found thee* 

HTiiere is hardly any, vice more pehiicious to society, 
or more abject aiid degrading to tlie persons detiled 
with it, than covetousness, because it destroys the sen- 
timents of liumanity, justice, honour, and religion. 
Other evil propensities are frequently balanced by 
some qualities which recommend the possessor to our 
f steeiD and pity ; but the heart of the covetous is so 
charged with malice and envy, cuiitiiug and unchari- 
lubtiMiess, that even thd'ie who have a simitar disposi- 
tion are jealous of each otiicr. ’riiere is neither f; iend- 
sliip nor compassion in the soul <»f him who is giveu 
up to the inordinate desire of wealth ; for he has a 
iritiiiul dislike to every tiling that stands between him 
and his darling object, by abridging bis gains or 
lessening^ bis store. At first he labours for what he 
culls ease and independence, tliiiiklnir that the boun- 
dary drawn by his iinaginatiou will supply all hia 
wants, and be the utmost exteut of his wishes. X!ut 
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ns the prospect widens, lie bilitdtis new vaiv te'- ol 
e:irlhi\ ^ood, the enjoymeiit ol* nliieh hi' is ;i« 

mcevvny to complete the Mini ot’ los h in ii v : m d 
thus ll:< principle of rectitude ih ecu*', nil tiv rnpii 
which t'licc made the mind just ilu ofiiih I. mj*, or un- 
easy hy :( Ih'Ction, become so luip! to I.-, i.i leeded, 
when tiie Just of richc'- f'aii be* sa5.''!ui<l 'o ! v ?lu* 
com miss ion . of crtttie. ibis | :v '!< n in " • . j ! u* 

pn^piily named ididatry, bec.ius**, wlnu r .m ui'. 
the tear of God is cie^t out, iuid <vin ■ .* ! i' 
tiirned towards the attriinmeiit ol v f • 

rei]ui>ite of human happunss. 'J ht* 
i» >o far from rai^^inj; hi*? ;<tlt*cn.»ns to i i- ..o ), »!. \ 

thinks of liOthiti;;* but the- c-arlli . s? o ii i 
conct ni at all Jibout re!i:::i»*in \i . . » .e 

of *'ii< I. a list rat t notions a ' in. • .,» t i' .t • 
favoiiiit. |)iojtct’*» b\ j*re'-(j., l < - - . ^ x .. 

oblige him to contiui t (la ii . u, :...o :*< i 
late the iiitans of cart'Mii^’ ti • . t . * » . ' * i. W 

a *‘tiaiv,n’ to tJiat Calh whali * • )x, . ‘m 

caieo >rif in the idol ‘I ju u**i- piu - « t an I. * 
lions; whciHc it is that !.• ;»o,i (ail to <«►.. i* ,. 
with riiiour those doc* (lines a no | u ♦ c pN n « eio . 
pniily of heart :md poverty * i -pu'.i, la • him- u?^ i» n. 
|M r and practice no at dir«ct \aiiant e \^i n ili* i<ii< ^ 
of sei (-denial. I he mart, liowevci, is \(i> wiiini'^ to 
receive the blcKsiug of religion if be can it with- 
out hi dig troubled in h:s sinful schemes and lil'^otuii 
gains; but if any taithlnl person |N>nits out tin: coo t - 
4|ucncis of his course's, anil di ino'imt rati ^ the nc* li of 
41 renewed heart, he says, like Ahab, ** 1 hiite 
for he nevetr prr»phesiedi good of ifle, but evil,’* '1 his 
monarch U a striking example of the danger atteiidiiig 
corrupt habits autl vicic>uh assoi iatioii.s ; for (hough 
•he had imt his ei|uai in the whoh* line of iip<»siate 
lings after the scpnratioii of Israel fuiin JufJaii, it is 
adried, that he was not iiaturuiiy ot tins black disposi- 
tion, but that he sold himseif to work wickedness ia 
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till' til slu' Lord, l»: ;r." ''tirrcil up to it hy Jczlhel 
Ills Will'. ' I5nd ii*- ua-, lie did not become so 

ail at l.ij li o iiiir red an evil desire to get 

the ;!>•' ovt r htci, 1.*‘ went on from one degree 

of ciioM) .'o 111 r. lili lie allowed, for the attain* 

in.nl ' .i iw'w .. ii'; t, rl..‘ vilest of eiionnities to 
hr . laJiitl !.S ..fv .e.itin • \. The sight of a vine- 
'•. .u, : . •. r:td, < \eiled the con.sideration 

(n.jl - lio .I'jii ’.ti it? rnily.to the value and beauty 
<1 ii ' ‘.w . > -*,:■' . .Ml il) had lands enough, but this 
o I *t 1 n. so contiguous to liicni, that he could 
iM !c 111 n ‘ihoiit rcuKn king how iisehil it would 
i.t : ' a „ nui n htibs, ilrAing conceived this idea, 

I ' • - j.- I'Oi. 'ninapl, nntl the man fancied at hwt 
:it' \iui t,) .‘f Naboth was netessary to the 
i tini <0 * iS M '.s and ihft perfection of his 
. 5. lb oifcivci •> ‘o.i\ it; but as it was not lawful 
I i an l.^'rarliti. to -. ! <ir inheritance of hia ancestorS| 
‘iic jiroposuL ot lie iwiig w ere firmly rejected. ITiO 
soiph'of Naboth was I nid tbie, and ought to havo 
il. i n ropccod : but as AIrto had lost all regard for 
i< b oon InoiM'lf, he kn. \' not how to reverence tho 
Nil J i ll piinciplc in oti.cis. That which should have 
i iircd him of covetoUin* '«* bv making him ashameil of 
Ills inoamn ss, increased the ma.hiciy by wounding his 
pi ide. i le foil sick l»ecause he could not add an acre 
or t\v.o more to his estate ; ami even the reproaches of 
liis abaiuioiud w ife failed in awakening him to a sense 
of his fully. Uul wlieii, by her cruel contrivance, 
Naboth was cut off, under a false clinrge of treason 
and blasphemy, Ahab, uiihout inquiring into the 
matter, went dfifeui to take, |HNHiejision qf what he 
laid so abuuiinabty acquired, illicit pleasures aiul 
inijuNt gains may appt^r very agreeabluvin the pio- 
spect, but 8omcihiiig4bitter wilt poison the eujinuieut 
of them. While Aliab was surveying with ilelight 
this addition to his domain, conscience depiived him 
ot uH the comfort which be bad fondly cxpcetcil to 
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in it, and destroye<l by a siiddt’n stroke tlie st lirn»es 
and plans he bad tbniied for its improvement. In iIk* 
vim vard of Naboth be met ibe messenger of (jod, 
wbost uiics|H.'ete<i appearance aUonce alarmed Ins ap* 
preliensions, and confounded all bis expectations. 'I lie 
scene v\bkb lie bad ibe iiionu nl Indoie bi'beUI nitb 
rapture, became now u frightfuUlebciti; and the ter- 
rified mind of Ahab was fixed in utlcntiuii upon one 
well-known object, whoje power he recognised in this 
fearful exclamation, *• Mast thou found me, O miiia 
enemy ?” Tliua it. is with qmicrs of every description, 
especially those who think that by accumulating wurb'ly 
good and nuildplying die means of sensual grati- 
fication they shall pasa throuah fife with little trouble, 
and end it in peace. But the hour of visitation will 
a^suredly come, when the messenger of judgment slmil 
Sturt up before then, and bira all their rkhes and 
honours, pursuits aid (Measures, into instruments of 

E unUhment. To sinh pewoiH may be addressed tl.e 
iiiguage of the ftof/kei ; '* Forasmuch as your tread- 
ing is upon die {lOor, and >0 take from him burdtens 
of wheat; ye have built libwet of hewn stone, but 
ye (Jmtl not dwell io.tlieu»<; yehave planted pleasant 
vineyards, but ye ahaU not dank wriue of Uiein.” Amos, 
V. 11. 


MAY THE TWENTY-FOURTH. 

TUB DBATB OF AllAB. 

1 Kings, xxii. 34 •^4«d a rarlai^an drew a bnta 
at a veuture, and mute the Israel Oetts em 

tl.e joints of Ike harness: tekerejvre he mid unto 
the driver of his chariot. Turn thine hand, and 
carry me oat tf the host ; ftr £ am Hounded. 

is the oliservation of «i inspired wtibr, who bad 
made deep and extensive impiirivs into liuntan lalnie. 
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»nd llie history of mankind in every condition of life, 
that tinu' and chance hnppenetii to them ail,” Ecclts. 
ix. 1 1. lUit Solomon was too wise not to discover, 
and too pious got to confess, rimt though a sinner do 
evil an hundred times, and his days be prolonged, it 
shall be well with them that fear God : but it shall nut 
be well vrhh the w’icLed, neither shall be prolong his 
days, which are as a shadow' ; because he feareth not 
btfore God/^ Chap. viii. Vlf IS. In his view of Pro- 
vidence, therefore, chance meant nothing short of that 
retribution which is the sure but secret consequence 
of all moral actions. He connects the apparent 
casualty with the period of its occurrence ; because 
both are equally fixed and determined in the Divine 
intention, though neither can be atxelenited or pro- 
moted the wisdom aird efforts of man. To ns, 
nothing is certUiin, till it has actually taken place ; but 
it is not so, with Him who sees ml thin^ in their* 
causes, and whose Spirit predicts events ages before 
they come to jiass, without any constraint upoir 
the human will, or bin^g the actions of men in the 
chain of absolute fiite. What, therefore, we call 
chance, is only an effect, with the Origin and con- 
nexions of which we are not acqoamted, and perhaps 
are unable to trace, in Ulc present contracted sphere of 
ktiowlcge and observation. Even those occurrences 
particularly, w liich, to appearance, have no dependence 
upon any predisposing circumstances, are the result of 
motives that arise from some natnral associations, and 
tliiis become tiirecled to the accomplishment of pro- 
phecy by the very jmaiis adopted to defeat its purpose. 
Wc have u remarnhle iiistauce of this in the death of 
iVliab; the place and mtinner of which were accu- 
laiely ascertained by tlic word of FJijah when he met 
the tyrant in the vineyard of Naboth. Now, it is pos- 
sible that the king might think it easy to avoid a ca- 
taKtroplie. which was so plainly defined; and Ids con- 
duct in going disguised to the field of battle, showed 
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boHi h\s assurance and his cunning. He had been eiir 
couraged to undertake the expedition by the promises 
of success given with sufficient l)oIdness by four hun- 
dred soothsayers : but when Micaiah, the prophet of 
God, declared the truth, and foretold (he issue of the 
battle, the infatuated king ordered him to be throvvu 
into prison, saying, Feed him with thp bread of af- 
fliction, and with water of affliction, until I come in 
peace.'* If, how'ever, t^is inipiety and cruelty indi- 
cated the confidence wlricb he bad of returning victo- 
rious, the precaution taken by him of laying aside the 
royal habiliments^ plainly expressed his gloomy appre- 
hensions. The Syrians were, commanded to make the 
king of [srael tlte object of their attack, which in- 
duced ihem to press wUh eagerness after Jehoshaphat, 
till his declaration suspended the pursuit, and drew 
the attention of tb^ assailants another \fay., In this 
moment of pl^>of^jdie soldiers^ without 

design or which inflicted a 

mortal wound upon me couched monarch, whose 
blood was itekw up. the dogs, in the very place 
that had been threatened "tiie prophet. Thus it 
happened, that the artifice of Ahab, and the disap- 
pointment of the Syrians, concurred in eflecting 
what the one thought himself guarded against by liis 
armour and his privacy, and what the others hud given 
up as a hopeless attempt* This wicked man, if he had 
not so artfully endeavoured to secure bis person, might 
liave escaped by the exertions of his own i>ec pie ; and 
at the worst he cdidd but haye lost his libertv : f^r the 
chief dejiire of his adversaries was to take him alive. 
But the counsels of Heaven arjpimmtdablc ; while 
the actions of man remain free; and the word of pro- 
phecy is certain in all its^parts, and to the fullest ex- 
tent, with resp^'t ta time and circumstances, though 
the agents concenied have no other design than their 
owm private advantage in the gratification of avarice, 
revenge, apd ambition. From this incident we also 
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learn, that the judgments of God are usually slow, 
but always sure and exact, neither to be overcome by 
the combination of power and wisdom, nor to be 
eluded by craft and concealment! Let the fate of 
Ahab, supported as it is by continual experience, warn 
sinners against the dreadful evil of persisting in their 
wretched career because the sentence is deferred, and 
they see no approaching signs of its execution. Years 
may pass away; but the hour of retribution wilt 
conic, in which all the scenes of joy and prosperity 
that were abused to the foolish purpose of dispersing 
thought and hindering repentance, shall add to the 
weight of misery, and sharpen the sting of reflection. 
Weil then will it be for those who attend carefully to 
tlie Divine counsel, which thus speaks to t^Very son 
and daughter of Adam; Let not the wise man 
glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory 
in his might,, let not tiie rich man glory in his riches ; 
but let him tlrnt glorietb^ glory in this, that he under- 
staiideth and kuovveth me ;Hhat 1 am' the Lord, which 
exercise loviiig-kiiidness, judgment, and righteousness 
ill tlic earth ; for in these things 1 delight, saith the 
•Lord.” Jerem. ix* 23, 24. 


MAY THE TWENTY-FIFTH. 

FIRE FROM. HEAVEN. 

2 Kings, i: \5.^Aud the angel of the Lord said 
unto Elijah f G^onmwith him ; be not afraid of 
him. And hey rose and went doun with him 
unto the king. 

1 HIS portion of the Sacred History has been laid 
hold of by infidels with avidity, to ground upon it 
the cirarge of cruelty and intolerance agaiust revealed 
religion in general, and the character of an illustrious 
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prophet ill particular. T7ie fact, which has been 

S rverted to the base purpose of discrediting (he 
ivine authority of the inspired volume, was this : 
Azariah, the son of Ahab, regardless of tVie judg- 
ment which had fallen upon his fathei', according to 
the prediction of Elijah, sought in bis sickness 
counsel and relief from the fajse depy of Ekroii. 
Hie messengers sent upon this errand were met on 
the road by the proplict, who commanded them to 
return, with an assurance to their master, that he 
should surely die of lus disorder for having renounced 
the God. of Israel to inaiiire of Beelzebub. These 
men faithfully delivered the message of the prophet, 
tliough his person W'as not known to.them ; for u hen 
Azariab asked what sort of man be was, they could 
only give such a description of his. appearance as 
satisfied the monarch that it was no other than Elijah. 
Here, then, w^as an awful w^arning, and at the same 
time a gracious opportunity afforded to the king of 
regaining the Divine favour, and of rendering an 
essential * benefit to the ^don ’by an act of public 
repentance. But instead of turning to the Lord 
with contrition, and setting an example of penitential , 
humiliation to the people, who bad been long im- 
mersed in idolatrous corruptions, this vicious prince 
sent an armed force to seise the prophet, doubtless 
with the malicious intention of putting liim to a cruel 
death. We have seen Elijah, ona former occasion, flying 
into the wilderness to avoid the fury of a bigoted 
woman; but now.be knew. that all the powers of 
nature were under the coiitroul of the God of Israel ; 
and that notliing could injure those who put their 
trust in him ; be waited the issue of this communica- 
tion to Azariab, with patience, ready to suffer 
whatever might befall^ him, and to discharge any 
farther commands which he might receive from 
above. The captain of tlie band, on coming to the 
place where Elijah sat, treated him with an ir- 
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reverence n hich proved the degeneracy of the people 
under that evil government, and the necessity of 
inflicting a heavy punishment, upon them and their 
king. In going out to take the prophet, these 
apostate Israelites were guilty of rebellion against 
the Most High, whose representative lie was ad- 
mitted to be, even by their own confession. 

The leaders of the two companies, wliieh perished, 
acknowleged Elijah to be the man of God, and yet 
with that conviction "they opposed their earthly au- 
thority to his lieavenly commission, and were resolute 
in setting his extraordinary powers at defiance. 'Mf 
1 then,*' said he, be what you Assert, let fire come 
down from heaven and consume you for your im- 
piety.” This was the purport of his answer; and the 
judgment which followed, however terrible it may 
apfiear, was no more than the ministerial execution 
of the Divine sentence* upon sacrilegions persons, and 
all who endeavoured to support idolatry. Elgali, in 
these instances, acted not ny any natural impulse of 
spirit, or out of passionate resentment at personal 
injuries, but mei'ely as the agent of Divine power ; 
so that the velif.mei|t zeal wrbicb occasions our asto- 
nishment, was the expression of strict justice, pro- 
ceeding in reality from God, though spoken % the 
voice of mart. This appears in the permission which 
the prophet received to accompany the third officer, 
who .conducted himself with religious submission and 
respect to the' Almighty and bis minister. The death 
of the king established the reputation of the prophet, 
and contributed to diflTuse more generally among the 
Israelites the dread%f Him wiiose service they had 
ungratefully abandoned, and whose vengeance they 
had wickedly provoked by their abominations, in 
forming an opinion of this remarkable narrative, we 
should keep in view the extraordinary character and 
condition of the people among whom the circumstances 
occurred. Chosen by God to be his inheriunce^ 
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•nd governed by statutes specially imparted by liiiil- 
seif, the children of Israel were his subjects, both in 
a temporal and spiritual sense so that the mercies 
and judgments which happened to them, were fre- 
quently out of the'* ordinary course of Providence. 
Yet, peculiar as these were, we learn from them the 
certainty of the rule, that natioiial prosperity and 
adversity are *|)roportionable to patioiial obedience 
and disobedience. The Sovereign of the universe 
looks for reverence to his majesty in an observance 
of his laws, and a respect for bis institutions. 
Though, therefore, temporal chastisement may not 
now be so visibly displayed upon earth as in the 
dispensation which was purpdsely given to show the 
equity of his administration, w'e are assured, by these 
examples, that when the iH.'onojiiy of grace shall be 
completed in the consummation of the redeemed 
Church, '^judgment will be laid to the line, and 
righteousness to the plummet; and the bail shall 
sweep away the refuge of and the waters shall 
overflow the hiding-^pTaee/’ Is. xxviii. 17* 


MAY THE TWENTY-SIXTH. 

THE CHILOBEN OF BETHEL. 

Kings, 11. went ' up from thence unt0 

Jiethel; and as he Was ginng up by the zmify there 
came forth little children out of tie city, and 
mocked him, and said unto him, Go up, thou 
bald-head; go up, thou bald*head. Jitid he 
turned back, and looked on them, and cursed 
them in the name of the Ijord. And tlieie came 
forth two she-bears out of the wood, and tare 
forty and two children of thenu 

\V HEN Elijah was xemoved from this eartlily scene, 
to the world of light, without passing Uirough tlie 
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ordinary course of mortality, a double portion of his 
spirit rested upon his successor Elisha, as the sons of 
llie ])rophets witnessed in the iiiiraculous division of the 
Jordan, and the healing of the waters belonging to 
the city <3f Jericho- Those wonders, and the as- 
stimption of Elijah, became generally known through^ 
out the country ; yet such was the iiihdelity of the 
inhabitants of Bethel, that on the approach of the 
prophet Elisha in his way to Samaria, a body of 
young persons went forth to insult him on his personaf 
appearance and his official character. TLTie ridicule? 
thrown upon hiniself would readily have been endured 
by the man of God ; but the impiety of these pro- 
fligates called for a signal mark of displeasure from 
the Almighty, whose authority was assaulted in this 
attack upon his servant Moved by the Divine in- 
fluence, Elisha denounced the judgment of God upon 
iiis persecutors, and .immediately two enraged bears, 
from ilui forest, rent in pieces forty-two of them. 

The mind is apt to regard this tragical scene with 
a mixture of horror and compassion, astonishment 
and concern, owing to the wrong "ideas which are 
raised by ilu? improper reading of our Bibles, where 
the provocation is lesscuetl by ah ambiguity of phrase, 
and the malignity of the offenders lost in the contem- 
plation of their supposed simplicity and childish folt\\ 
As the story is told, we figure to ourselves a group of 
boys and girls playing in the high road, add insuHing* 
the venerable passenger on account of his hoary heati' 
and wearied limbs j while he, with angry looks and 
ptMwish accent, turns wpoii diem, and veiits his rc.^ 
senimont in a bitter execration, which is 'speetHly 
followed by a fearful destruction of the .ringleaders. 
Such is the picture which the fancy dfaws of this 
transaction, and the representation* of it in this view 
Iras been made an artful u^e of by infidels, for the 
pnrpo^ of throwing ail odium upon the prophetic 
t baracier, and of bringing the whole of the Inspii;4:d 
voi,. u. i: 
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Writings into discredit, on the groundless accusa- 
tion of cruelty and injustice. But if the affair be 
thoroughly examined, and fully stated, we shall per- 
ceive an appearance of things the reverse of what may 
have been imaged out by an eager imagination, and 
heiglitened to the worst of purposes by conceit and 
prejudice. Tliis Bethel, front being a place of 
renown for piety, was become a nest of idolaters ever 
since the establish meiit«therein of the golden calf as 
an object of worship, by Jeroboam. Here that 
apostate and usurper formed a seminary of priests ; 
and as the service of tlic idol was an advantageous 
concern, by which moat of the inhabitants gained 
their wealth, we cannot wonder at the enmity con- 
ceived by them against the head of the sacred college. 
UTiese youths, who insulted Blisha,.but who are culled 
very improperly little children, were in fact the stu- 
dents and sons of the principal * people of Bethel, 
and they went out purposely to vilify and destroy 
the minister of God, being set on probably by 
their elders and parents. They began with mock- 
ing the prophet .on account of his profession, and 
then proceeded to acts of greater violence, bid- 
ding him g9 up, or ascend* to iieavcii, as his mas- 
ter Elijah had done. In this tumultuary outrage 
and irreligious * mockery, therefore, we muy dis- 
c:cm a malignant and determined confederacy, form- 
ed by the interested itihabitanU of Bethel, to cut 
off the man whom they truly considered as the 
greatest enemy of their entft and corruption. For- 
midable indeed must have been the combination, 
when forty-lwf> of these libertines fell a pniy to 
the savage fury of the animals, whiph came out 
of the wood by the Divine direction. The beasts 
might have been sent among the scoffers without 
tlie solemnity of an imprecation ; but it was proper 
that the abandoned citizens of Bethel should know 
the real cause of their calamity, to prevent them from 
ascribing that to casualty which was the iiiffictioii of 
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justice for their impiety and barbarity. The 
curse and the beais came from God^ the prophet 
having no authority to utter the one or to com- 
mand the other, but as he was moved by super- 
natural impulse, in the virtue of which he pronounced 
the denunciation, ajjd the judgment followed as a 
confirmation *of his word ^fhey who escaped 
would not fail to relate the particulars of what had 
happened ; and tlieir report, if it produced no re- 
pentance in Bethel, must naturally have excited 3 
sensation of aw’e and terror throughout Israel. In- 
stead then of wondering at the supposed severity of 
this visitation, let us rather adore the goodness of 
God, who will assuredly defend his own honour 
in the persons of his servants. They that ridicule 
religion and persecute its followers, .eiilicr in word or 
by actions, will find at last sometliing to disturb their 
peace and to rend their consciences, .though they may 
not be. marked by any outward suffering. Age and 
sanctity are objects of peculiar reverence^ which 
cannot be despised without insult to Hiin, who is 
described as the Ancient of Days^ and the Fatlier of 
Lights, before whom the hope of the ungodly is 
like dust that is' blown away with the wind; like a 
thin froth that is driven away with the storm ; like 
as the smoke which is dispersed here and there with 
a tempest, and passeth away as the remembrance of 
a gut St that tarricth but a dayl . !3ut the righteous 
live for evermore; their reward also is with tho 
and the care* of them with the Most High. 
'I liei ei'ore shall they receive a glorious kingdom, and 
•a bcaiitiliil crown from Uie Lord’s hand: for with his 
light-hand shall he cover them, and with his arm shall 
he protect them. He shall take to him his jealousy 
for complete armour, and make the creature his 
weapon for the revenge of his eH<**inies.” Wisd. v, 
14— j7. 
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MAY THE TWENTY-SEVENTH. 

Tin: SONS OF THE PROPHETS. 

2 Kings, iv, 7* — Jvd.^he said, Go, sell the oil, and 
pai/ thy debt, and live thou and thy vkildren of 
the i'cst. ' * ' 

If ihe preceding history* exhibited an awful view’ of 
the Divine indiguulioii against idolaters and persecu- 
tors, W'e have now tOH:otiteinplate the pleasing spec- 
tacle of mercy and goodness towards tlie seed of the 
righteous, in a reniarkable illustration of that promise, 
The Lord redeemeth the soul of his servants; and 
none of them that trust in him shall be desolate.” 
Psalm xXxlv. 22. In the former instance, the [)copIe 
of Bethel w ere punished for their apostacy* by the 
wickedness of their children, w*ho were led to com- 
mit such an act of open hostility against the Majesty of 
heaven as brought ^on them swift destruction. ISoon 
after this, a very different scene presented itself to the 
prophet, in the melancholy condition oft a poor 
widow and her two sons; the destitute family of one 
of God’s faitliful minist^. Ffom hence ^\ve are cau- 
tioned not to estimate tlie character of nien by their 
outw'ard circumstances,, and to avoid the error of con- 
sidering extraordinary pipsperity and adversity as • 
marks of the .Divine favour and displeasure. "I'he in- 
habitants, of Bethel w^e proud and licentious; yet 
were they not the leas offensive to the Almighty be- 
cause his providence suffered them to enjoy great 
wealth, and to live in luxur>’, while their city possessed 
fbc spl^idid distinctions of the royal chapel and the 
king’s court. Ou the other hand, here w'as one of the 
sons of the prophets who feared the Lord with all 
his house, and yet he lived in such low and straitened ^ 
circumstances as to leave bis family in debt, without 
any proper^ to discharge thf). demand that w ould be 
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niaile upon them; and, of course, uupio\klcd tvith 
the means of subsistence. This surely ^^as a dis- 
tressing case, anci sucli an one as might have intluci d 
the careless observer to pronounce that “ all thii*j,»s 
come alike to all ; there is one event tex the rigliU oiis 
•and to the uicked ; ^to the good, and tiv the clean, and 
to the unclea*! ; to him that sacriliceth, and ^to him 
•that sacriiiceth not.” Kcclcs. ix. 12. Had this ser- 
vant of God minded wealth -and honour more fhan. 
•conscience and duty, he might, no doubt, have'rCtei^ ed 
considerable advancement, and been highly esteemed 
at Htthel; but the good man was fixed in his prin- 
ciples and fervent in piety. He knew that the mercy 
of the Lord is from cverJaSling to cvcrlasliilg upon 
them that fear him, and * his righteoitsueSs unto ehil* 
dren’s clnldren, to ^uch as keep his covenant, and to 
those that remember bis eommandments to do them.” 
Psalm ciii. 17^ 18. With this trust and confidence 
the pious Israelite lived in contented povevty^ resign- 
ing at his death the affectionate partner of his faith 
and cares, with their offspring,, to tlie Divine protec- 
tion. The character of the man is well expressed in 
the short account which his vvidow gave to Ulislin, 
and it appears fully in the humility of her deport- 
ment, ami the filial affection of the two sons. But 
the history at the same time shovvs the wretched state 
of the kingdom at this period, and that want of feeling 
which invariably ^llows the corruption of religion 
and the degeneracy €rf‘ manners. Solomon hath ob- 
served, that it is better to go to the house of mourn- 
ing than to the house of feasting ; for that is the end of 
all men, and the living will lay it to bis heart.” Eccles. 
vii. Now here was a hahtthtion so completely 
filled with woe, that hardly any one could be sup{>osed 
to enter it without wishing to pour the balm of com- 
fort effectually into the wounded heaits of the inha- 
bitants. Yet v\c find there was one person so dead 
to all the feelings of humanity and religion, as to ag- 
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gravate by his severity the misery of the affiicted. It 
is a maxim founded even in natural policy^ that the 
extreme of justice is injury ; but here was a man who 
enjoyed the advantages of a revelation which taught 
the principle as.llie law of his God, and enforced the 
duty of charity by many explicit. declai*ations in fa- 
vour of the widow and the fatherless. "So far, how-r 
ever, was this creditor from being moved by compas- 
sion or influenced by religion, that he determined at 
once to destroy the only hope which remained to 
these children of sorrow— that of living together for 
their mutual consolation and support. The law gave 
him a power to take the youths for servants or slaves, 
till the debt contracted by their parent Was discharged, 
or the year of release should come. 'T'his privilege 
he enforced with rigour; and the unhappy mother, 
pressed down with* the weight of affliction, had no 
other resource than to lay her grief open to the man 
of (jod. .Her tale was artle^i and she told it with- 
out any expression of murmuring or resentment against 
the rigid conduct of her oppressor.. ITie prophet 
heard the aflecting story with bb wonted benevolence, 
ami he soothed Uie complainant with thb tender in- 
quiry, What shall 1 do for diee? tell me: what hast 
thou in thy house Her itiventoi*y was but small, 
and there was nothing that couTd be turned to any ac- 
count but one pot of oil, whidi, to all human appear- 
ance, would afl'ord no effectual a^istauce in the pre- 
sent exigency. But diat Power vnio made the cruse 
of another pious widow effectual to the maintenance 
of her family in the time of general scarcity, was 
fully capable of rendering diis little store an ample 
supply for tlic necessities of those who put their trust 
in his goodness. To the God of Elisha the pot of 
oil was not necessary; but in malting use of such 
trifling means he taught many important lessons ; the 
principal of which were perseverance and integrity, a 
reliance upoii Divine aid, accompanied with the ut- 
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most application of our own powers. Tte Prophet 
(liiected the woman to collect all the MIPsM that she 
could procure from her neighbours : and said he^ em- 
phatically^ “ Borrow not a few'. And when thou 
art come in, thou shalt shut the door upon thee and 
upon thy sons, and shalt pour out into all those ves- 
sels, and tUofi shalt*8et aside that which is full/’ Here 
Ills instruction closed, for this was a trial of faidi, 
and that too of no common* kind, since it required ati 
extraordinary confidence in bis word to expu^e herself 
to the ridicule dnd denial of her acquaintance. But 
this excellent woman feared God, and did as she w as 
commanded ; the consequence of which was, that the 
bounty of HeaV^i supplied, all her need. When she 
returned to Elislia with the report of what had hap- 
pened, Go,” said idl the oil, and pay thy 

debt, and live, thoq thy children, of the rest.” 

From this we may learn,- that precedes charity ; 

that the fruit of faith io^ri^teousness ; and that w'hen 
our prayers and labouirs bave.beeii crowned with the 
blessing of God, we iniiat be giiided by hi|||^ounsel 
in the appropriation of what' we have received 
solely from his benignity^ Hms 'shall we experience 
in every, sl^te and circumstance of fife the comfort of 
that promise, Unto the upright there arisctli light in 
the darkness.” Psalm cxii. 4. . 


MAY THE TWENTY-EIGHTIL 

THE nous SHUNAMTVriTE. 

2 Kings, iv. 26 . — It is well. 

Heligtous resignation is a virtue more easy to be 
defined and recommended than understood and prac* 
tised. Many persons will give excellent counsels to 
Uie afSicted, hoping, by their officious attentions, to re- 

E 4 
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lieve and strengthen the bleeding and breaking heart; 
but on tliat ihcir efforts are ineflcctuuh they 

are astonished and almost angry at the obstinacy of 
grief, ^Yhic!rrcfuselb to be comforted. Such men are 
truly shied physicians of no value” by one who ex- 
pefienced the emptiness of that consolation which is 
drawn from the reasonings of huifuui wisdom, aiKl the 
speculations of moralists on the vicissitudes of life. 
When these dcclaimers fail to give relief by the force 
of argument, and to divert melancholy by the ele- 
gance of language, they are disposed to treat the ob- 
ject of their application with asperity, and to turn 
from liim with contempt, as the same . persecuted suf- 
ferer observed, “ IJc that is ready to slip with hU 
feet is as a lamp despised in Ute thought of him tiiat 
is at ease.” Job, xii. 5 * 

* But as religion neither bluntjs the acuteness of. feel- 
ing, nor makes men insensible to the painful visita- 
tions 'of Providence; so yve find throughout the 
Scripture that the most exalted ministers always be- 
ha\x'd l^ards the mournens ,with gentleness, and 
ireatedWeir exuberance of sorrow with silent com- 
passion rather than with nny formal exhortations and 
remarks. There is a strikiitg instance of ibis in the 
history of Elisha, who in his frequent journeys through 
Sbunem was hospitably entertained by the wife of one 
of the principal inhabitants* For all this kindness 
the prophet was anxious to make an adequate return; 
but the woman was truly great, and refused a very 
splendid offer that lie made to lier, observing, in 
answer to the dazzling propc^al of high distinction at 
court, “ 1 dwell among mine own iKJople.” She was 
contented with her situation, and felt no d('.sirc beyond 
the circle of her domestic connexions, and the enjoy- 
ment of pious tranquillity. In one respect, indeed, 
her condition was such as to be matter of some un- 
easiness to an Israelite, for she was childless. But 
even under this privation, which in every rank of life 
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yis as considered as a sore^trial, she maintained a cheer* 
fill disposition^ the result of well-grounded faith; 
and her great delight was in the, offices of charity. 
This piety was rewarded with a blessing, \vliich, under 
all circumstances, could not have been hoped for ; 
and she bare a son, according to the seasOb that 
Elisha had foretold. Sauctitied mercies, however, 
are frequently attended with crosses, M^icb give them 
additional value, by preventing the mind from resting 
too fondly upon them, and forming-expectations that 
will not be realized. This child grew up to be the 
delight of Iiis parents; when suddenly he was seized 
with a complaint, of which he died id a few hours itt 
the arms of his mother. Under such a sudden shock, 
too many would have lost all steadiness of jiulgmcnt, 
and been either driven^ by the whirlwind of passion 
into the w'ild esfravagaiice of useless lailientatioii, or 
have fullcti, without exertion, into the hotvojr of 
despair. Not So the truly great and piouS woman 
of Shunetn; for keen as the stroke of affliction was 
to her tender heart, she knew that He who sent it could 
also heal the wound, or alleviate its agony. She laid 
the body of the cliild upon the bed of the Prophet, 
and desired of her husband One of the young men, 
and one of the aSses, that she might ran to the nmn 
of God, and come again.” To most’jiersons, this 
request would have appeared as the certain pnoof of 
a disordered undersfanding, and the mdaitchoiy mrli- 
cation of a malady which friendship eanUeyf ease, uor 
medicinal application remove. 

^llie husband of this wonderM woman, surprized 
,nt her demand, gently eiideavomrcd to dissuade her 
from the journey; but she overcanre his objfectious 
by saying, It shdl be well.” When the nature of 
the case is considered, this power of faith exceeds all 
others of tlie kind contmiied in the Divine records ; 
for the deliberation with which the, good woman con- 
ducted lierself throughout this chstressing scene ; die 
t 5 
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calmness of her spirit ; the care which she took to 
suppress all parade of grief ; and the comforliiig ad- 
dress to her partner, were all signs of her strong con- 
fidence in God. Elisha perceived his beuevolcHt 
hostess at a considerable distance, and knew her, but 
not the errand on which she Came. He was aware, 
however, that something unusual diad o(K:urrcd ; and 
he sent his serv^t to make particular inquiries respect- 
ing herself/ her husband, and her child ; to all of 
which she answered, It is w»ell.” That grief which 
is more vehement than lasting, breaks out in fresh 
exclamations whenever any new opportunity offers 
that may give scope, to its violence. Eut the Sliunain- 
mite refused to unbosom her sorrows to those who 
could not relieve them. Her concern w^as with God 
and his minister, to whom she might pour out the 
misery which oppressed her, wdth certainty at least of 
receiving that consolation and direction which w'ould 
enable her to return lightened of her grief, if not re- 
joicing in its total removaf. . Though there lay a 
heavy load upon her ii^arl, she bore it with fortitude, 
becaute sh<2 knew that the Pow’er who placed it 
there could alone remove it; fuid she w'as too con- 
fident in the Divine goodness to nuirnnir at that 
which, whatever might be the issue, was intended for 
her sanctification. To the questions therefore of 
Gebazi she answnsred,* It is w'ell/' Not that she 
had now ceased to feel her loss ; but because she had 
a firm belief in the great truth, ** that all things work 
together for good to them that love God.’* On com- 
ing into the presence of Elisha her tongue refused ut- 
terance to the overflowing of her agitateil spirit, and 
she could barely mutinur out the cause of h^r visit in 
such terms as made him sensible of what had hap- 
pened. Tlie sequel of the narrative reflects equal 
hotiour on this excellent character ; fur without be- 
traying any symptoms of uneasiness, she would not 
accooipany Gehazi wbCd he departed to the house 



THE PlOUa» SHUNAMMITE. 


107 


\vith orders from his master to lay his staff upon the 
child. Many, on hearing this direction, would have 
been eager to see it duly pcrforilned ; but the Sh.iinam- 
mite had more patience, and chose rather to wait for 
the event, in sutmiission to the Divine will, than to 
hasten the accomplishment of it according to her 
wishes by importunity. • She ran to the mounts where 
the man of God resided; but when she- had unfolded 
her tale of woe, she vi'as content ,to follow tlie slow 
movements of age with resignation. Thus should we 
act in every case of trouble and disquietude, waving 
all other concerns, and repairing with earnestness to 
the throne of grace; after which it becomes iis to 
watch silently and without perturbation for what In- 
tiijile Wisdom shall think proper to bestow. Wlieu 
this good woman sa%y her chilcf restored to life, 
** she fell at the feet rof the j>rophct, and bowed 
herself to the ground, and took up her son and went 
out.” Both in s.orrovy ,and in joy she displayed that 
placid disposition and' quietness of spirit which will 
always be found the, best eviHeiice of grace, and the 
strongest security against the snares of pros|>erity and 
the floods of aflliction. Let us iheiij, if we would 
attain the hap^' temper of this woman, study care- 
fully the apostolical advice ^ ** Follow after righteous- 
nessj godliness, faith, love, patience, and meekness.” 
1 Tim. vi. 11, When we have been well trained in 
this school, and all jour affections ai’e brought into a 
state of submission to the Divine government, every 
occurrence of life will be rendered profitable to our- 
selves, though it may draw upon us the pity or con- 
tempt of the world. The yoke of affliction will 
lighten as we go on in this course of preparation for 
a higher state of knowlege, and thus with every new 
trial we shall be enabled to say> “ Thj will be done !'^ 
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MAY THE TWENTY-NINTH. 

THE CURE OF NAAMAN. 

£ Kings^ y. 14.~J7/«n tttiU /te dorm, and dipped 
himself seven times in Jordan, according to the 
saying of the man ^ of God; tnd fth tlc.\h came 
eigain like 'nnto thejiesh of a Ultte chtld, and he 
was clean* 

The history of Naaman, the prime mliiisfrr iind 
munder of the armies of Syria, aboun(ib\\i!li instruc- 
tive incidents, and affords many lessons ol import- 
ance for the regulation of faith and practice. We 
a(*e told that this person stood t(|iiallY tii^ti in the esti- 
mation of his sovereign and the pc'oplc', “ bccatise bv 
him the I^rd had given delivoiance unto Syria 
but as an alloy to this high distinction and renown^ it 
5s added, he was a leper/’ So Hrcadful \\as dll', 
ciisteniper considered in the East, dial ilicn* \Nas iu»t 
a map throughout the kingdom \\ln> w oidd have < \- 
changed his own poverty and wrM( In <ln»‘^s Jin 
splendour and leprosy of Jibe grand \i/ler. l>oubt- 
less, !Naaman neither spared pains nor expci;''!* to 
procure remedy ; but bis case was hopeless, ami 
rendered him an object of dread and l oinpassion; for 
the disorder, which is called by the Arabian physi- 
cians a universal cancer, was infectious, and cut off 
those afflicU-d by it from the endearments of society. 
Distressing, however, as the condition of this emioeul 
statesman was, it proved areal blessing ; for when, to 
all human appearance, he had nothing to expect but 
to linger out the remainder of life in continual misery, 
Providence was bringing about the cure of his corpo* 
real and mental malady by the same means. To ef- 
fect this, another painful circumstance was permitted 
to take place*, which filled an amiable and pious fa- 
mily with great affliction 3 for the Syriaus; 10 one of 
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tlieir prccliitory excursions in tlie coasts of Israel, 
mafic captive a little laaid, and she waited on Naa- 
man’s \\ ife. The parents and friends of this young 
female iriusi have been greatly aifected by the loss of 
one wlioni they hud no chance of ever iseeing again ; 
and, lo inen ase ihrir sorrow, she was in the hands of 
idolaters, tlie cueuiics of her faith as well as of her 
country. One consolation indeed remained to them, 
aiifl this arose from tlie reAectiori that they had dis- 
charged liitir duty, by bringing her up in the knowlege 
of the tiiith and tin? fear of God. That she was well- 
grounded in the princijilcs of religion appeared from 
the confidence with which she spoke of its most dis- 
tinguished ininister; and that she had imbibed the tnie 
spirit of it, was proved iii her benevolent and syinpa ; 
liiotic desiri} to reiiilcr cs^'cntial service to her master. 
When she heard her fellow-servants lament his sad 
Nit nation, she exclaimed with the ardour of faith, 
and the h ivcncy of hne. Would to God my lord 
Men; nith the prophet that is in Samaria! for he 
Mould rccoviM* him of his leprosy.” The saying of the 
luilc maid Mas cpiickly reported to Naaniaii, who de- 
spised iiof die credulous simplicity of a child, but hast- 
tned to his soviTcign, and obtained from him a 
letter to king of Israel, desiring him to cure 
the bearer of his leprosy. Jehoram reigned at that 
time; but so little faith had he in God, or knowlege 
of the prophet, that lie construed the epistle into an 
intention on the part of the Syrian monarch to 
seek an occasion of quarrel against him. Klisha, 
being informed of what had liappencd, and the cause 
of it, sent a severe reproof to the king, with this dig- 
iiitled declaration to the Syrian general : Let him 
come now to me, and he shall kixwv that there is a 
prophet in Israel.” The striking contrast between 
the piety of the little captive, and the inlidclity of tlie 
king, show's the peculiar advantages which result fi'Oin 
a rcligioUfS education^ and the deplorable state of those 

2 
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who have been brought up without any respect for the 
Divine ordinances. Diis poor female had such a rever- 
ence for the prophet^ that she bore witness to his extra- 
ordinary powers, and the goodness of God, in the 
palace of a heathen; while Jehorani, who lived near 
Elisha, seems to have been unacejuainted with bis mira- 
culous gifts, or to have thought little of them, when an 
opportunity presented itself of trying their efficacy, 
licrc was a country distinguished by miracles and pro- 
phecy, yet its king was so wretchedly ignorant or pre- 
judiced, as not to concern himself about such things, 
while a helpless female proclaimeit them without fear 
among the enemies of her faith in a strange land. 
Naamau, on hearing the message, went accordingly 
to the house of the prophet, wTio did not, however, 
condescend to go out and receive him as he 'expected, 
but sent him this message, " Go and wash in Jordan 
seven times, and thy flesh shall come again unto thee, 
and tliou shalt be clean.^^ This seeming rudeness 
was intended to correct that pride of heart, whicli as 
it is natural to all men, so must it be subdued before 
any one can be born again of vyater and the Spirit. 
This haughty Syrian was equally surprised at the be- 
haviour of the man of God, and the precept which 
lie sent to. him ; the one being apparently as uncoiir-^ 
teous, as the other was humiliating. Behold,” said he, 
I thought, he will surely come out to me, and stand, 
and call on the name of the Lord his God, and strike his 
band over the place, and recover the leper. Are not 
Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than 
all the waters of Israel ? May I not wash in them and 
be clean ? So he turned, and went away in a rage.” 
This is the true picture of man till he is enlightened by 
Divine grace; and brought into diat state of self-denial 
which is necessary to the cleansing of bis mind from 
all impurity. The consequence of Naaman was hurt 
by the deportment of Elisha, and his national vanity 
received a severe mortification in tins injunction. 
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wliiclimade him go from tlic place in great anger. Thus 
would he have thrown from him the only cure that 
could be obtained for his dreadful complaint, if his 
servants had not, by their importunity, prevailed 
upon him to follow the directions that were given* 
him. Happy was it for this eminent man, that he had 
discretion eiiciigh to* hear advice, even though it came 
from his dependents. He listened to their counsel, 
did as he was instructed, and returned to thci house ' 
of the prophet, not oply with a renovated body, but 
a renewed mind. The miracle, besides healing him 
of his loathsome malady, removed the fouler ulcer of 
unbelief which had defiled his faculties ; so that hav- 
ing become truly like a little child, he said, Behold, 
now 1 know that there is no God in all the earth but 
in Israel : and henceforth thy servant will offer neither 
burnt oflering nor sacrifice unto other gods, but 
mito Jehovah.” In this extraordinary conversion of 
Naaman wc have a figure of the miraculous change 
wrought on the Gentiles by the preaching of the Gos- 
pel, and iheif joyful acceptance of what was obsti- 
nately rejected by the Jews. The little maid may be 
said aptly to have represented the apostolical church in 
her Infant state, opening the doOr of salvation to those 
who were dead in trespasses and sins ; while the im- 
mersion in Jordan as strongly set fdrth that divine 
ordinance by which alone we become members of 
His spiritual body, who fillethall in all.” Eph. i. 

To this application of the history are wc directed by 
an infallible Interpreter, who thus reproved his coun- 
trymen . for their obduracy : ** Many lepers were in 
Israel in the time of Eliseus the prophet; but none 
of tliein w’as cleansed, saving Naamaii the Syrian ” 
Luke, iv, 37. 
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MAY THE THIRTIETH. 

THE PUNISHMENT OF GEHAZl. 

2 Kings, T. 27- — Tht leprosy of Naaman shall 
cleave unto thee^ and unto thy >seed for ever^ 
jind he went out from his presence a leper as white 
as snow. 

c 

We have 1)C€n contemplating some remarkable in- 
stances of faith in flie preceding part of this history ; 
but our attention is now called to a diiSereut charac- 
ter, and to the awful spectacle of a man possessing 
all the advantages of religious information, yet giving 
himself up to the W'orld, and sinning against light and 
knowlege. When Naaman rjsturned to the house of 
the prophet, his grateful heart overdow^ed with the 
expression of his pious feelings, and be earnestly in- 
treated the man of God to accept some present as a 
small tribute of respect for. the great kindness which 
he had conferred. Rut Elisha steadily refused to take 
any thing, being careful of the Divine honour, and de- 
sirous of making the new convert acquainted with this 
essential truth, that/‘ tjie grace by which we are saved 
is the gift of God.” Eph. ii. 8. 1 here was nothing 

improper in ih^^ ofiler of the Syrian, nor would the 
prophet have been wrong in receiving a donation 
at his hands under any other circunistances ; but 
in the present case it was necessary that the sole 
glory of this great recovery slrould hie given to Him 
alone, by whose mercy it had been accomplished. 
^ViU 1 the same vi^w it was also ati act of goodness 
towards Naaman himself, - because hereby be was 
cautioned against the dangerous error of resting iu 
second causes, and of even being tempted to tliink 
that any part of the blessing which had been bestowed 
upon him came from the skill of man, who efiected it 
by natural means. Such was the serious and solemn rcso- 
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Iiition of Elisha to take nothing of what^was repeatedly 
urged upon him by this Syrian nobleman. But the ser- 
vant of the prophet, when he beheld these treasures, 
was actuated by other sentiments ; and tlie covetous de- 
sire having gained possession of liis heart, he began 
to be unhappy on seeing so many good things packed 
up again, and carried away, through what he conceived 
and pronounced to be a mere silly scruple on the part 
of his master. All the discourses which he had 
heard, and the miracles witnessed by him, failed to 
correct ‘his base and grovelling disposition. The 
riches so unexpectedly rejected^ had exCited in his 
mind many pleasing ideas, and the anticipation of 
enjoying by their means oliveyards and vineyards, 
and sheep and oxen, and men-servants and maid-ser- 
vants.” But when all these flatterii^ prospects werie 
destroyed by the disinterested ih^havtiHir of bis lord> 
the mercenary spirit of Gehas^i was611ed with resent- 
ment, and he determined to obtain that by fraud from 
whicli he was withheld by integrity. He followed 
^aaman, and forged a petition in the name of hi# 
master, when he might have had what he desired by 
asking it for himself. The generous statesman was 
glad of an occasion which gave him an opportunity 
of showing his gratitude liberally, and he doubled 4lie 
request of the dishonest domestic, who carefully con* 
ccaled his ill-gotten wealth, and went about his busi- 
ness as if nothing Iiad happened. To do him justice^ 
he managed the affair with considerable dexterity, and 
imposed upon Naaman with great address. But 
there w'as one whom he could not deceive ; for the 
Almighty, whose name Getiazi profaned, guided the 
spirit of the prophet to the scene of iniquity, atuf 
made him acquainted with the actions and thoughts of 
his servant. Coveto.usncss is the parent of many fol- 
lies, and so it was here ; for this man having succeed- 
ed so w'ell, as he thought, in cheating a stranger, ima- 
gined it possible to do the same by a prophet. Tho' 
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ready lie, however, was quickly detected, and the 
sacrilegious treachery punished by a lastin^gnoininy, 
the leprosy of Naaaian being transferred to this 
Israelite and his posterity for ever. While we 
Icani from this narrative • the danger, of indulging an 
unlawful desire, and the necessity of guarding against 
the first temptation to covetousness, \\ hich is idolatry, 
we may discern in Naaman and Gehazi, the opposiie 
state of the Jewish people and the heathen world 
at the first promulgation of the Gospel. The former, 
amidst all the evidences of miracle and propfiecy, re- 
mained LRnd and obdurate; the consequence of 
which was, liiat the leprosy of infidelity, with which 
the Gentiles had so long been afflicted, became the 
judgment of this apostate nation. . Thus whs vc 
rified to the fullest extent what this history figured, 
and the word of prophecy mare fully and clearly ex« 
pressed ; Go unto this people, and say. Hearing 
ye shall hear, and shall not understand, and seeing ye 
shall see, and not perceive : JTor the heart of this 
people is waxed grosser and their ears are dull of hear- 
ing, and their eyes have they closed, lest they should 
see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and under- 
stand with their heart, and should be converted, and I 
should heal thpm.’^ Isa. vi. 9* Acts, xxvip. 20, 27* 


MAY THE THIRTY-FIRST. 

THE TREACHERY OF HAZAEL. 

2 Kings, viii. said, But what, is thy 

servant a dog, that he should do this great 
ihitig? And Elisha answered, The Lord hath 
showed me that thou shall he king over Syria. 

7his narrative is a striking illustration of that awful 
description of human nature, given in the Inspired 
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Volume; “The heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately Avicked ; who can know it ?” Jerem* 
xvii. 9. Benliadad, the king of Syria, being danger- 
ously ill, and hearing that Elisha was in his capital, 
spnt Hazael, his prime minister, to encpiire of the 
man of God vvlictber he should recover of that 
disease. The answer of the seer, according to most 
of the versions, was very amlyguoiis: “ Go, say unto 
him. Thou mayest certainly recover; howbeit, the 
Lord hath showed me, that he shall surely die/^ 
Supposing this reading to be the only correct one, 
the meaning amounts to no more tlian that the sick- 
ness of the monarch was of itself, curable, and con- 
sequently, that by proper means he might be restored 
to health. But this is in fact the marginal reading of 
the Hebrew Bibles, and it has been adopted by our 
translators in common with most others, though why 
they should have preferred it to the textual reading, 
is difficult to conceive ; for the last ia certainly most 
agreeable to the character of the prophet, and con- 
sonant to the event which really occurred. By fol- 
lowing this construction, the true rendering will be 
thus : “ Go, say. Thou surely shalt not live : for the 
Lord hath showed me, that he shall certainly die.'^ 
When the prophet pronounced this oracle, he settled 
his coiiiiteuance stedtastly, or looked so fully anif 
intently upon the face of the messenger as to make 
him asliiimed. But if Hazael was uneasy at this 
scrutinizing observation, his concern became much 
greater on seeing the prophet in tears. The manner 
ot Elisha disturbed the spirit of the ambitious 
courtier, w'ho could not stand the penetrating glance 
of w isdom and virtue ; but w'hen the struggling emo- 
tions of sorrow and iiidigtiation burst forth in a 
vehement expression of griet^ the statesman was 
ptonished, , and said, “ Why. weepeth my lord r” 
^piis question, so apparently artless, proceeded 
from that restless inquietude, which is mixed with 
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fear and the consciousness of guilt. There is a lofty 
dignity in holiness, which renders timid even the 
deeply stained soul of the haughtiest sinner upon 
earth, especially when to superior sanctity of cha- 
racter is added the acuteness of intellectual energ} . 
llazael inquired, with a trembling accent, why the 
prophet wept, little thinking, however bad his own 
heart might be, that the prospect of his crimes wivs 
the cause of this extraordinary agitation and sorrow, 
fllislia had no hesitation in revealing to him the 
occasion of his anguish^ for which, indeed, two siif- 
iicieut and powerful reasons might be assigned : the 
first is, that by so doing he discharged his duty to 
Israel, in pointing ^out to this wicked man the cata- 
logue of nnseries which would flow fioiii his ambi* 
lion. The second was nearly the same, being an act 
of cliarity towar^^ llazael .and his master, by show- 
ing the former 'what would be Uie train of con.sc^ 
qucuces flowing from a single crime ; thus warning 
him in time against ti^ temptation which was then 
coming upon him. 

The prophet said, I know the evil that thou wilt 
do unto tlie children of Israel ; their strong bolda 
wilt thou set on fire, and their young men wilt thou 
slay with the sword, and wilt dash their children,, and 
rip up their women witli child.” This shocking 
picture of depravity alarmed the com tier; and the 
more so, as it was the prospective sketch of liis ow ii 
actions. He shuddered at the dismal scene, and 
endeavoured to persuade both himself and the en- 
lightened seer, that this vile character could not 
possibly belong to him ; " But what,” he exclaimed, 

is thy servant a dog, that he should do this great 
tliiiig r” Hie man knew' not the depth of his ow n 
wickedness, and he flattered himself, like too many 
who enter upon a vicious course of li^p, that his 
inclination and resolution would preserve him at all 
times from fulling into those ofl’ences which cast the 
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perfietrator out of the rank of Infmanity. Tlie 
iUiiiniiiutcd iiucicrstanding of the prophet discerned 
all this enumeration of transgressions involved in one 
atrocious deed, and therefore he shortly replied to 
the warm eft'usioii of JHazael, ^Jlie J^ord hath 
showed me, that thou shalt be king over Syria/' 
This was an indication in what way the career of 
infamy would begin ; and the statesman was tlicre- 
fore duly cautioned of his danger before he touched 
the threshold from whence there would be hardly 
any retreat. But Ilaznel neither profited by the 
tenderness of Elisha, and his failiifiil declaration, nor 
paid any farther attention to his own affrighted 
conscience, lie forgot both the one and the other, 
ill the brilliancy of the prediction ; .and leaving first 
lulled his master into a slate of false security, by 
telling him a He, he seized his throne the next morn- 
ing, after depriving hint of his life, llius an evil 
desire produced treason; and that black roll of woes, 
the description of which so much offended tliis un- 
principled minister, soon followed in a rapiil succes- 
sion ; so true is the observation of the Wise Man : 

The way of the wicked is as darkne^ ; they know 
not at what they stumble.” Prov.. iv. I9. 


JUNE THE FIRST. 

THE ZEAL OF JEHU. 

2 Kings, X. 16. And he said^ Come with me, and 
see my zeal for Lhe Lord. 

As in the natural w'orld storms and tempests, dis- 
eases and cartliquakes, arc intended to effect many 
important changes for the general benefit, so it is in 
the moral government of God, who turns the bad 
l>assious of mankind to various purposes connected 
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Mith the‘ general scheme of Providential order ; and 
out of their worst actions educes good. One evil is 
commonly the corrector of another, and most of the 
alterations which have taken place on the globe, in 
the fall of mighty nations, and the formation of 
new states on their ruins, have been the result of 
internal disorder or outward violence, the intrigues 
of faction or the rapacity of ambition. It is there- 
fore necessary to distinguish between the actors in 
these scenes and the Powder that over-rules them, 
the motives by which they are guided, and the design 
of Him who permits and restrains them in the exe 
ciition of their schemes, saying, “ ITius far shall ye 
go, and no farther.’^ But, unfortunately, too many arc 
inclined to measure merit according to external condi- 
tion, and to lose sight of depravity amidst the splen- 
dour of success ; while some, it is to be feared, are in- 
duced to call evil, good, and good, evil when they 
see llie wicked w.aikiiig on every side, and the vilest 
men exalted,"' Ps. xii. 8, lliis distribution of judg- 
ment, however, is equally a proof of Infinite wis- 
dom and merry, since extraordinary sinners are the 
most proper instruments to punisli heinous trans- 
gressors; and extreme corruption is seldom purged 
but by that violence which is incompatible with • the 
meek and pacihe character of the righteous. There 
is a further propriety in this course of proceeding, 
as it sets forth the deformity bf vice in its most terrific 
appearances, and keeps it within due limits, by the 
permis^sion of occasional outrages, which counteract 
the mischief that might be produced by more com- 
bined and equable operations. The usurpations and 
revolutions of which we read in the Scripture, were 
the acts of human malignity; but ruled and directed 
a secret power, for the accomplishtnciit of the 
Divine decrees.. One of these great convulsions in 
society w’as that in which the denuuciatiou upon 
.Aliabs family was fglijiled, to its utmost extent of 
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vengeance^ by the impetuosity of Jehu. The com- 
munication which this man received from one of the 
propliets, though it was a positive assurance that he 
should reign over Israel, gave him no instructions 
with respect to the means by which that advancement 
w^as to take place. But instead of waiting for the 
performance of the promise, as David did in a similar 
c;ise, Jehu went immediately, and conspired with his 
companions in arms against Jehoram, wh(^m he slew 
with his own hand, on the estate of ^iaboth the 
Jezrcelitc. Thus was completed the word which 
Blijah had pronounced on that spot, when Ahab 
went to take possession of the vineyard obtained for 
him by treachery and murder. Jehu was present on 
tliat occasion, and his remembrance of the circum- 
stance encouiagcd him to proceed with greater fury 
in destroying all that remained of his master’s house, 
and those who were in alliance with it, particularly 
Ahaziuh, king of Judah, and forty-two of his rrla- 
tions. In the course of his sanguinary career, Jeliu 
met Jehonadab, tlie son of Recliab, a man so enii- 
iicnt for bis ascetic life, as to be held in great re- 
vcieiico, even by those who had little inclination to 
imitate his temperate habits and pacific deportment. 
TIjis interview was highly gratifying to Jehu, who 
gladly embraced the opportunity of showing his re- 
gard for religion to one of its most distinguished 
ornaments ; so he took Jehonadab into tbe chariot, 
and said, Come w ith me?, and see my zeal for the 
J.ord.” Jehonadab was neither priest nor prophet, 
yet he w'as a good man ; and the piety of his descend- 
ants, 111 following scrupulously the rules which he 
left, is recorded with commendation in the prophecy 
of Jeremiah. 

The zeal of which Jehu made such boast, was fiery 
and ostentatious, the efiiision of self-will and pride, 
which made him desirous of the co-operation of 
religious persons, who were actuated by tbe best of 
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motivc.^^ Ills own were only popular applause 
and the establishment of his power. He was now 
engaged in a work which, properly managed, w'ould 
have done him honour ; but the spirit and manner 
ill which he acted, plainly proved his insincerity and 
total want of virtue, while he pretended to be influenced 
by the purest of all principles. l3y taking Jehonadab 
to the temple' of Baal, and ordering a great sacrifice,, 
at which all the worshippers of the idol assisted, he dis- 
armed them of their fears, and inspiied them w ith con- 
fidence. lliis subtle proceeding, by which he con- 
trived to perpetrate a shocking massacre, commenced 
With a falsehood, which some have inconsiderately 
etideavoured to justify, without regarding the im- 
mutability of the rule, that in no age, nor under 
any circumstance, has man authority to commit evil 
that good may conie of it.” ^ If the vanity of Jehu in 
the first instance, and his own final idolatry, be at- 
tended to, w*e shall have no difiiculty.in judging this 
subtilty to have bcea artifice of a mind more 
intent upon its own purpose's .than the Divine glory ; 
and consequently that the zeal of this man, what- 
ever important ends it might bring about, was the 
mere affectation of holine^. Jehu probably de- 
ceived himself into a belief that His furious rage 
against the house of Aliab and the followers of 
Baal, was perfectly agreeable to the Almighty, 
whose instrument be undoubtedly was ; but though 
the man executed what had been secretly appointed 
and ill general terms predicted, he was answerable 
for his own motives in the undertaking, which if tiiev 
were w rung, brought upon him a severe coiideiiiua- • 
tion. It is not suflScieiit that a matter be right, but 
the spirit in which we enter.upoB.it must be right 
also ; and the means adopted for the pi usecutioii 
of it must be strictly conformable to the dictates of' 
justice and the precepts of God’s word; othei\vis«^ 
all our warmth and activity, wimtever may be tht 
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result, will prove an abomination in Ilis sights who 
dcsircth triilh in the inward parts, and saith of all 
such zealots as affect, like Jehu, an uncommon 
attach nient to his service and concern for his honour ; 

This people draweth nigh unto me with their 
mouth, and honoureth me with their lips ; but their 
heart is far from me/’ Is. 13. Matt. xv. 8. 

HI..I ■!■■■■■■ ■ 


JUNE THE SECOND. 

THE PIETY OP HEZEKI/VH. 

!2 Kings, xviii, 4. — He removed the high places, and 
brake the images, and cut dozen the groves, and 
brake in pieces the brazen serpent that Moses had 
made ; for unto those daifs the children of Israel 
did burn incense to it, and he called^ it Ne- 
hushlan. 

If the preceding history exhibited zeal without god- 
liness, and a reformation carried on in an intemperate 
and vengeful spirit, we have now to content) plate one 
of a very different description, in which the w'ork 
and its agent were of a correspondent character. 
Though Judah did not fall so generally nor foully 
into idolatrous practices us the sister kingdom, she 
partook in no small degree of those corruptions 
which defiled Israel; and in the rei^n of Ahaz, the 
forms of paganism were introduced into the temple, 
w'itii the connivance of die high priest. Of the 
excessive superstition of Ahaz, this remarkable ac- 
count is given in the Book of Chronicles : In the 
time of his distress did he trespass yet more against 
the Lord : this is that king Ahaz. For he sacriticed 
unto the gods of Damascus which sinotc' him : and 
he said. Because the gods of the kings of Syria help 
them, tiierefoi'c will 1 sacrifice to tlieuii that they 
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may help me : but tlioy were tlie ruin of him, and of 
all Israel. And Aliaz gathered togolljcr the vessels 
of the house of (jlod, and cut in pieces tlic vessels of 
the house of God, and shut the doors of the house 
jof the Lord, and he made him altars in every 
corner of Jerusalem. And in every several city of 
Judah he made high places tb burn incense unto 
other godt, and provoked to anger the Lord God of 
his fathers.” 2 Chron. xxviii. 22—25. Yet this 
reign was favoured by an unusual splendour of pro- 

f helical light in the ministry of Ilosea, Micah, and 
saiah, whose revelations failed to convince the be- 
sotted monarch of his error, in ascribing that to 
foreign power wliich W'as the effect of national tran di- 
gression, heightened by his example. Though in 
Judah the worship of the true God had not been 
wholly abandoned, it was, even under the best 
princes, mixed with many evil customs, whicli in- 
creased by indulgence, till at last Abaz polluted the 
whole* land with the abominations^ of the heathen. 
Such was the state of tliis part of God s iiibcritance 
when Hezekiah ascended the throne; but so far was 
he from being infected with the principles of bis 
father, or indiffi^rent to die profane usages which had 
prevailed, even under some of the best kings ever 
eince the time of Solomon, that be resolved to bring 
the public service back to its original purity, accord- 
ing to the fixed standard of the Divine Word. lie 
was not satisfied w'ith removing the altars erected by 
Jiis father, and destroying the images imported from 
the Syrians, but he took away those high places and 
groves w hich Jehushaphat and other pious princes had 
allowed to stand, because probably they conceived 
there was no harm in tliese things, when the cere- 
monies there observed were no longer permitted. 
Buf Hezekiah, as he judged with moVe wisdom, so 
be acted with greater consistency and firmness; for 
he knew, that^ by a very natural association, vain 
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iiiiniis woiilil liaiikiT after a repetition of those rites 
to which they had been accustomed, if the fanes and 
groves, set apait for idolatrous festivals, vi'cre suf- 
fered to remain in view. It was vain to think of 
recalling the people to a spiritual religion, and of 
establishing them in the faith of their ancestors, if 
the vestiges of iinjJurity were#llo\ved to awaken itt 
them the gross sensations inseparable from heathen- 
ism. Many objects, in tliemselves indifferent, and 
perhaps allowable when applied to things which 
have no connexion with religion, are pernicious if 
they interfere with that most solemn of all concerns, 
by drawing the heart from its affection to God. 
^Nothing is more common than to hear such light 
and frivolous remarks as these, from persons who 
would reconcile the profession, of religion with a 
conformity to the world : What harm can there be 
in a taste for fashionable pleasures, and how is the 
mind endangered by indiscriminate reading i What 
evil is tliere in frequenting amusements which unbend 
the cares of life, or of mixing in societies that enlarge 
tlic sphere of practical knowlege, and give a polished 
softness to our sentiments and manners?” To all 
this the plain aoswer is sufneient, that as bad habits 
arc acquired by the indulgence of desifb, and become 
fixed by the frequency of enjoyment, so the sense of 
virtue is weakcued by sinful communications, and the 
love of truth itself is lost out of civility to persons 
and tenderness to their prejudices. The safest way, 
then, to maintain a conscience^ void of all offence 
towards God and man, is to be cautious of forming 
, friendships, and indulging propensities, which have 
any tendency to produce evil impressions ; or to 
make the mind familiar with ideas that by relation 
may become tho sources of corruption. We should 
iieieiii imitate the xeal of He/ekiah, who removed 
the high places and brake in pieces the images, witli- 
out regarding the agreeable sitaaiion* of the one or 
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-die workmanship of ihc oilier. Nav, he went even 
iarther than this ; for on the same principle tiio good 
Jkiiig destroyed a reliqiie of peculiar value in itself, 
and one lliut upon many accounts was entitled 
to revevcnce. This was t\ic brazen serpent, set up 
by the founder of the nation, in the wilderness, for 
the relief of the (•>p1e, \\ho‘ were visited by a 
dreadful judgment. The preservation of such a 
xnomiment of mercy appears certainly to have been 
highly praisew'Oithy ; nor was there any impropriety 
in paying respect to this venerable record of a mira- 
culous deliverance; and which had, besides, a typical 
cast and allusion to a still greater salvation, the hope (d' 
Israel, and the joy of the wliole earth. Ihit as tin* 
hi:ht institutions are liable to abuse, and innocent 
eustoms sometimes become the means of introducing 
vicious practices ; so the family of Jacob.having once 
given way to superstitious inclinations, easily brought 
themselves into the belief that there was an inben nt 
virtue in lhis*pl<^c6 of antiquity. It therefore became 
an object of worship ; and that which originally re- 
presented the restorer of health and immortality, 
was made an idol, before which the infatuated Israelites 
burnt incense, as to a Divinity, contiary to His law 
who gave their fathers this outward embleiii of his 
grace. Ibe reformer of Judah then acted with a 
noble elevation of soul, in destroying even this na- 
tional memoriar when . he found it prostituted to a 
-vain and disorderly purpose. It seems as if the silly 
multitude bad been accustomed to call this serpent 
by some high appellative,, denoting its divine eiiicacy ; 
on which account, when Hezekisih brake it to pieces,, 
he stigmatized it with the degrading epithet of Me- 
hushtan, or a piece of bmss ; thus accompanying this 
purgation with the lesson of general instruction, that 
whatever might have been the value of the thing as 
m article of curiosity and antiquity, it was in itself 
nothipg but contemptible metal. This instance of 
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pious zeal, while it shows the necessity of sacrificing' 
even innocent objects, when they are made the mcaiis^ 
of folly, points out also the important consideration, 
that piiWic TcfonmUon must be left to those who arc 
'Vested with the proper auvlvorhy.. 'Vhere were 
many prophets in tlie time of llezeWuih and \us' 
predccessois, yet none of theirt took upon l:iin to 
remove the hii>h places, or to destroy the bnizciv 
serpent, conceiving that ihe correction of these . 
abuses lay with the civil magistrate. We have here 
then a striking proof, that it is our duty to avoid alt 
superstitious services ourselves ; and to exercise pa-* 
tiencG and charity towards those who are unhappily, 
infected by them. Tliough, as the Apostle observes. 
It is .good to be zealously, affected always in a 
good thing;” this .most be for the regulation of our' 
own principles, and the stability of our own faith i 
but towards others our religious zeal must be ani<« 
mated by the spirit of love, which beareth all 
things, helieveth all things, hopeth all things, en« 
dureth all things.” 1 Cor. xiii. 7« 


JUNE THE THIRD. 

THE FATE OF SENNACHERIB^ 

Kings, xix. 37..— 4iid it came to pass, ns he tt^as 
worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that 
Jdrarnmeiech and Shareztfr hh sons smote him 
with the sword: and they escaped ifUo the hind of 
Armenia ; arid Esarhaddotit his son, rehned in 
his steady 

In the history of the conquest of Israel by the king of 
Assyria, and the unsuccessful attempt of Sennache- 
rib upon Jiidah, we see the sure consequences of 
national depravity, and. the blessing attending a timely 
r 3 
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reformation of principles and inaniuTs. That haughty 
monarch having made hini&clf master of Samariai 
find carried away the ten apostate tribes into captivityi 
thought the fall of Jerusalem would be equally easy ; 
and to all human appearance there was little hope of its 
being able to stand against the formidable force which 
came against it. But when Rabshakeh, the Assyrian 
general menaced the destruction of the kingdom, and 
breathed defiance agaiiist4ts Divine XVotector, Heze- 
kiah piously commanded the people to be silent, or to 
W'ait ill patience w hile he ,went himself into the house 
of the Lord, and sent a deputation to Isaiah the 
^prophet. The liumble address of the good king waa 
*]in mediately answ ered with a gracious assurance that 
the blasphemer, instead of accomplishing h^s threat, 
^ouid be defeated by a sudden blast, and fall by the 
sword, in his own land. These two predictions 
were remarkably fulfilled; for when Sennacherib 
came in person to renew the siege the year following, 
after prosecuting his Ethiopian war, his army ex- 
perienced so dreadful a visitation, in one night, that 
only a small number escaped into their own land, 
where, nut long after, the tyrant fell by the hands of 
his two sons in the temple of Nisroch, his god. 
When it is said that the angel of the Lord destroyed 
in the course.ofa single night one hundrcd^arid eighty- 
five thousand of the Assyrians, the mind pauses with 
astonishment at the magnitude of the judgment, and 
the extent of the devastation performed by a single 
agent. But in the encouraging promise given by the 
prophet, it was said that the L^d would send a blast, 
or wind, upon die invader ; and this in fact w as the 
messenger, which in the narrative is termed an 
angel. This instrument of Divine vengeance was, 
doubtless, that terrible and burning wind, called 
the Simoom, which is so instantaneous in its ef- 
fects as to sweep ofiF whole armies at a siroke. 
The air, poisoned by it, becomes the immediate 
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minififcr of death, from which there is no chance of 
escape to tliose who breathe the smallest portion of 
the peiitilential vapour. In the seventy-sixth Psalm, 
which is conimoinorative of the deliverance of Heze- 
kiah from the fury of Seiihachorib, this fearful cala-^ 
inity is described cxjiclly according to the symptoms 
always observed wherever thfs wind spreadsdostriicliniu 
The Psalmist thus paints the slate of the Assyrians 
who fell by tlie iiery blast : The* stout-hearted are 
spoiled, they have slept their sleep ; and none of the 
men of might have found their hands. At thy re« 
buke, O God of Jacob, both the chariot and horse 
are cast into a dlead sleep. Thou didst Cause judg-^ 
inent to be heard from heaven ; the earth feared, and* 
was still, when God arose to judgment, to save ail 
the meek of the earHi.” Psalm Ixxvi. 5—^, Still- 
tlic judgment was not the less miraculous, because 
the agent, through the instrumentality of W’hich it 
was effq^ted, is ascertained; on the contrary, our 
ideas are raised front the tremendous object to the 
mighty Power, that /uleih over the elements, fire 
and bail, snow and vapour, stormy wind; fulfilling his 
word.” Ps. cxlviii^ 8. Here was one of the most 
potent despots of the East, at the bead of a victorious 
host, intent upon pownng his malicious fury against 
Judah, for resisting his will and trusting in the 
Divine aid. Sennacherib knew tliat botli kingdoms 
were of the s^ie parent stock, had the same lan- 
guage, and originally professed the same faith; as, 
therefore, Israel liad been so easily conquered, 
he thought it high presumption in Hezekinli to 
•oppose his will, by relying upon the goodness of 
Jehovah. Now% as the dependence of this pious 
monarch, and the blasphemy of his oppressor, could 
not fail to be generally known; the prophetic de- 
nunciation, which doomed the invader to a fearful 
end, must have been' widely circulated also ; when, 
therefore, the mortal blow fell with such terrible 
r 4 
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Tengt.ance, even they who had witnessed more than 
once the horrors of a burning wind, w ouid he struck 
with this coincidence of circumstances, and confess 
the arm of Omnipotence in the awful scene. But if 
any were disposed at first to rest in the consideration of 
second causes, yet, on hearing of this aw ful catastiopbcj 
they would beliiled with istonisiihu nl at the comple- 
tion of the prediction, when Uiey lieard of the murder 
of Sennacherib by his own children.. The whole of this 
history teaches us the important doctrine, that the 
Almighty in his providence wdll relieve those who 
put their trust in him, by the very means which he 
adopts to punish his enemies. Every breath of wind 
liiat blows, while it wafts bis mercies, becomes, 
though we may not immediately perceive its opera- 
tion, the instrument of judgment, by which the 
proud arc brought low and the righteous are delivered, 
That which is a iiery and burning plague to the im- 
penitent, spreading diseat^ and desolatioj^ among 
those who have resisted every other warning, will 
be cause of thanksgiving to die ^ meek of the earth. 
Amidst, dierefore, the perplexities of nations, and the 
raging of die people, like die billows of the tumultu- 
ous ocean, the quiet and resigned spirit discerns the 
over-ruling agency <jf Infinite goodness, and can say, 
'^Surely the wraiii of man shall praise thee; die 
rcn»aindcr of wralU shalt thou restrain. Vow and 
pray unto the ijoid your God ; let all that be round 
about him bring presents uuto Him that ought to be 
feared. He shall nil off the spirit- of princes: he is 
terrible to the kings of the earlb.” Ps. biwi. 
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JUNE THE FOURTH. 

THE SICKNESS OF HEZEKfAH. 

S Kings, XX. 11. — And Isaiah the prophet cried 
unto the Lord ; and he b) ought the shadoxo ten 
degrees backward, by which it had gone dozen in 
the dial of Ahaz. 

Til EUE is something terrible in the apprehension of 
cli^-hoiiition, or the separation of soul and boily, even • 
though it i.s the irrevocable law of nature, and the 
living know that they shall die.*' Kcclcs. ix. .0. He 
that ullccts to be unmoved by this prospect may 
obtain errdit for his boasted tirmness with those who 
judge by apprnrances ; biK the heart of sensibility 
will pity rather than admire an indidereuce, which is 
at variance with the common sentiments of mankind^ 
and indicates an imconcern.about the progress of our 
being tlirough the various stages of consciousness. 
*]lie love of lifo is an iiiliercnt principle implanted in 
all c:r<?atiires, for. the general good in the preservation 
of the several .species ; but that which is instinct in 
the irratiuuai orders, becomes a natural duty in man, 
w ho is bound to use every means for the improvement 
of Ids condition in this state of probation, with a 
view to that which is to come. ** In the morning . 
sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thiiie 
luiid; for thou kiiowest not whether shall prosper* 
either this or that,- or whether they both shall be 
alike good. Truly the light is sweet, and a pleasant 
.thing it is for the eyes to behold the sun : but if a 
mail live many yesM, and rejoice in them all; yet 
let him remember the days of darkness, for they shaU 
be many.** Eccles. xi. (>—8. This duty of preserving 
liie witli a constant preparation fur death, may seem 
irreccaiciteabie ; but the truth is, Uiat the two prin* 
cipies ore indispeiisibly necessary to that moderation 
y 6 
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of desire and enjoyment, which constitutes the only 
liappiness we can reiisoiiahiy hope to possess in this 
^orld. While the religious iiian keeps his end con* 
stantly in view, that he may not be taken by surprize, 
his pursuits are regulated with as much calmness and 
resolution as if he knew the exact number of bis days 
and the manner of 'their termination. Still tliere is 
even to him such an awful gloom spread over the limit 
of his horizon, that he cannot absolutely divest him* 
self of ail fear, as he feels hiinsetf approaching tlie 
boundless ocean of eternity. The present life he is 
Well acquainted with ; he is sensible of its iinperfec* 
tions, and thoroughly persuaded that this very percep- 
tion is an indication to him of another and better 
state, w ith which the knowlege and virtue, the powers 
and pleasures of this state, can stand no comparison. 
It may be matter of wonder, then, that such a person 
should be depressed in spirits, when the ininisltriat 
warning of Providence addresses him in Innguuge 
similar to that of the prophet to the pioiis kiug of 
Judah, Set thine house in. order, for thou shall 
die and not live.” That they, who, from their ex- 

} )enence of the vanity of time, have been careful to 
ay up treasures in heaven, should use every means to 
prolong their stay on earUi, seems very unaccountable 
in tlie opinion of supciiicial observers, who being 
w ithoiit correct ideas of man’s ubligatinns Ihtc, take 
Jiltlc thought about what is lo befall him hereafter. 
IJezekiah, when he received the aw’fiil annunciation 
of death, was deeply afflicted, and pfayed earnestly 
for a protraction of the sentence. Yet this good 
Iting was not to learn that mortality was the iiievitublc 
lot of all men ; and the reflection upon his life gave 
bim good ground of comfort with respect to the 
great change which sooner or later he was aware 
must take {dace. How then can the despondency of 
Hezekiah be reconciled with the stiength of his 
Aliik; or bis anxiety to live a few years longer in 
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this troublesome and sinful Morld, be justified on th6 
grounds of rational piety ? I'he most complete 
answer will lie found in the situation of this excellent 
person, and the particular circiiinstinces in which he 
was now involved. Fie bad already done much in the 
work of national ^ reformation V but more still re- 
mained to be executed) and lie was fearful that if he 
should be cut off in the midst .of bis labours, the 
Cause of religion would sulTer, and the morals of the 
people be injured. Tlie character of the succeeding 
reign is sufficient to warnint this conjecture ; but 
that tbecoiicem of Flezekiah was of a public nature, 
is evident from the very words of his complaint, the 
state of his kingdom at this time, and the promise 
given him : ** Thus saitli . the J^rd, the God of 
David tliy father, I havo heard ihy prayer, 1 have 
seen thy tears : behold, 1 will heal thee ; on the' third 
day thou shalt go up unto the house of the TiOrd. 
And I will add unto days fifteen years, and I wiH 
deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king 
of Assyria ; and I wilt defend this city for mine owa . 
sake, and fur my servant David*s sake.’’ 

It is. plain from this, that Judah was still exposed 
to the threatened fury of iu most inveterate enemy ; 
and the narrative show's the weakness of its state at 
this time, even under the. government of a ,wise and 
religious prince. Flezekiah, therefore, felt a parental' 
teiiderii<*8s for bis people, and a hecointtig solicitnde 
lo be instruiucmal in their deliverance, 't his it was 
which made bun w*eep when commanded to prepare 
for death, and this induced him to be so urgent for a 
‘ sign of his recovery. His life w*a4 not onty pi*o- 
longed, but the extraordinary, information was giveit 
him, that it shoiiid be for fifteen years, which 
duration was confirmed: by the retrocession of the 
still s shadow ten degrees upon the dial of. Ahaz ; so 
tiiat it became a iiiatter of general observation and 
of Datiouai rccoid. Ihis case^ tliM, of. Hezekiub^ 
F. (i 
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\v 2 s altogether of a peculiar nature, and had more in 
it of a public than a private concern ; being calcu- 
lated to inspire the people >vith confidence in their Di-’ 
vine Prnleclor, aiid with sentiments of grateful affec- 
tion to their benevolent monarch. But, singular as the 
case might be, it teaches us, nevertheless, the duty of 
taking every possible care our own lives, as well 
as of others, that we may do all the good that lies in 
our power, before the night of death conieth, in which 
no man can work. The means used by the prophet 
for the recovery of the afflicted king, is also an in- 
structive lesson to 'the same purpose; for when the 
cure might have been effected by a \\/)rd, it was per- 
fonned by an application, .to show the necessity of our 
Bring ait those blessings which God bath created for 
the ]>vo!ongation of life and the restoration of health. 
.** TI e Lord hath created medicines out of the earth ; 
and he that is wise will not abhor them.” Ecclus. 
jLWviii. 4. 


JUNE THE FIFTH. 

THE CHARACTEH OF MANASSKII. 

2 Kings,, iKxi. 1 0.— jlfortfoxT/-, Martasseh shed inuo- 
vetd blood very muckf till he had Jitled Jetusalem 
from one end to another^ besides his sins niierewitb 
he made Judah to sin in doing that which teas evil 
in the sight of the Lord. 

nTHouGH a religious education, even when aided by 
the advantages of pious example, hath nut always the 
desired ^effects, answerable to the labours and prayera 
of parents, ycl the culture k 6 carefully bestowed will 
hardly fail to produce some benefit at one period of 
life or another, ft is very distressing to see thi* in- 
structions of wisdom rejected, and the counsels of 
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benevolence despised by those >vho are called to the 
discharge of very solemn duties, the obligation of 
which has apparently made little, if any, impression 
on their minds. But to whatever ill use the im|)e- 
tuosity of youth niay turn the attentions of their 
early "benefactors, it is almost impossible that the re- 
membrance of ttesc monitions can be utterly effaced- 
from the mind, lliough for A time, perhaps, they 
may be recollected only to lie contemned, yet if tlie 
riot of folly is succeeded by die hour of* reflection, 
these neglected seeds, being watei*ed with the tears 
of penitence, may spring up and bring forth fruit to 
eternal life. From the history of Maiiasseb we may 
derive encouragement to proceed in that good work 
which has for its object the present improvement and 
future welfare of the rising generation; leaving the 
issue to Him who hath given this promise to hU 
church, They shall not labour in vain, nor bring 
forth in trouble : fot th^y are the seed of the blessed 
of the^Lord, and their offspring witli them.” Isa. 
Ixv. (23. That so zealous a prince as Hezekiah failed 
ill any part of bis parental ouW, cannot be supposed 
for a moment, when, we considler how careful he was- 
of the niorals of his people,^and anxious to remove 
from their view every occasion oroffence. He knew, 
b<^sidcs, the number of his years; and aa that gracious 
itiformation was the reward of bis piety, he would of 
course prolit by it^to the uttermost, in promoting the 
national welfare, and bis own edification. Among 
other matters of primary importance, the character 
of his successor must have been one that called for 
.his coustaitl regard and active exertion. Hezekiah 
would not leave the mind of iiis son to the iiiaiiagc- 
meiit of debauched courtiers, and men of loose 
notions, but w^atch over it from the dawning of reasiui 
with die most sedulous attention, and during its pro- 
gress guard every avenue from the contatniiiation of 
vice, by the lessons of practical viitue and religion. 
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That excellent monarch was indeed called away to a 
crown of righteousness^ when the heir to his throne 
was no more than twelve years old ; but even at that 
early age much may be done in laying the groundwork 
of useful knowlege; and one so ardent as Hezekiah 
in the cause of truth would do .all that lay in his 
power to perpetuate the reformation which he had 
begun, by infusing tl;e same spirit into his children. 
Unfortunately, however, the abundant riches and pro- 
sperity which distinguished this reign increased the 
national vanity to such a pitch, that the amiable dispo- 
sition and exemplary deportment of the monarch 
were insufficient to stem the torrent of corruption 
that rolled over the laud. The accession of Maiiasseli 
to so splendid an inheritanee was therefore a great 
trial to an inexperienced youth, surrounded by^^ut- 
terers, and €Outiuually< exposed to the alhireineiifs of 
pleasure. He was very soon drawn aside from the 
paths of uprightness in which paternal pi^ty had 
been so careful to fix his footsteps : and so rapid was 
his progress it) the career of iniquity , that he exceeded 
all the wicked princes, not only of his own bouse, but 
even of the neighbouring nations. The picture of 
bis enorniitics is a frightful one; for though it is 
sketched only in general fefms, enough appears to 
show that idolatfy and debauchery, violence and 
cruelty, were the prominent features of this evil 
Feign. Mamissch was not satisfied with restoring. 
Cbe high places and idols which his father had re- 
moved; but, as if it had been his wish to cover the 
memory of Hezekiah with ddhim, he impiously built 
altars for all the host of heaven in the two couits of 
the hou^«e of the JLord. Ibivrng renounced bis re- 
ligion, it was hut natural for him to ^itik into immoral 
practices; and the more he. addicted himself to su- 
perstltioTi, his temper became ghiomy and vindictive, 
so tlKit he filled Jerusalem withr innocent blood, 
like all apostates fVoni the iaitb, this unhappy k ng 
was a bitter persecutor of righteousuess, aud of lliqie 
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ministers, who, fuitliful to their trust, were assiduous 
in their luhonrs among the people, which provoked 
Manassch to ooniniit greater outrages than did tlte 
nations whom the l.ord dehtroyed before thechildieii 
of Israel. As his fatlier took great pains to establish 
his child in the way* of holiness, Manasseh, in wanton 
contempt and profanation of the Divine institutions, 
made his son go through the lire of Moloch ; which 
ceremony was a kind of initiatory rite, devoting those 
who so passed over tlie altar to the service of the idol 
there worshipped. Such was the character of this^ 
degenerate prince, who was permitted to run on in 
his wicked course many years, rnultiplying abomitia* 
tioiis to an unparalleled degree, and rei^isting innume- 
nible warnings which the Lord sent by his prophets. 
\\ hen, therefore,, Manasseh was made pri.s<>ncr, and 
carried aw*ay to Babylon, it w^oiild seem as if the J>ivine 
judgment had overtaken him in vengeance for his 
crimes. But it was in fact the visitation of mercy; 
and jti his exile the ins trucrions which he had received 
ill his youth becfiuie the means of awakening his inind^ 
and leading him to a deep and thorough repentance. 

111 his afliiction lie besought the Lord his God, and 
humbled liiiiiself greatly before the God of his 
fathers, and prayed unto him; and he was entreated 
of linn, and heard his supplication, and brought him 
again to Jerusalem into his kingdom. 'I ht ii Manas- 
sell knew that the Lord he was God.” 2 Chroii. xxxiii. 
1*2, 19. Ihis restoration of a grievous sinner to the 
Divine favour happened at an advanced period of 
life; but tlie siiicciity of his penitence was fully riiaiii- 
-fested by the humility of his behaviour, and the zeal 
which he displayed in purging out the corruptions in- 
troduced by Ins authority. Eiicoiiruged by such a 
moiiiimeiu of grace, we are taught to hope favoiiiubly 
even of the worst of sinners, and to be stedfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of tho 
Lord, forasmuch as we know' tliat our labour is not 
U vain in the Lord.” 1 Cor. xv. #8. 
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JUNE THE SIXTH. 

THE PIETY OP JOSlAll. 

^ Kings, xxHL ^5.^^Like unto hint was there no king, 
before him, that turned to the Mord with all his 
heart, and with all hU soul, an A with all his might , 
• according to alt the law of Moses ; neither ajler 
him arose there any like hum* 

^ 

Early piety is always beautiful, but it is still more 
admirable when the young disciple takes up the cross in 
opposition to powei^l temptations, and the seductive 
influence of example, yfe have seen a prince de- 
stroying all the noble works of bis religious parent, 
trampling with sacrilegious fury 'upon t!ie Divine in- 
stitutions, and persecuting with savage violence the 
prophets and ministers of the Most High. But our 
attention is now called to one of an opposite charac- 
ter, who in His tender yeani discovered an ardent af- 
fection to trutb, add a zealous concern' for the laws of 
his God, in the midst of corruption and idolatry, 
which bad greatly inci eased under the evil govern-, 
xnent of his father. From his infancy Josiah walk- 
ed in the ways of David,: and declined neilher to the 
right hand nor to the lift an extraordinary enco^ 
mium, which, however,' was. fully justified by his 
conduct; for, on arriving.at the age of maturity, he 
began to purge Judah and Jerusalem, the high places, 
mid the groves, and the carved images, and the molten 
unages.” 

The first step taken by him in tins work of reform.^ 
ation was to repair the house. of the Lord, for 
which be spared no expense, but distributed to his 
faithful servants money without reckoning, that Uie de- 
sired object inig^it be adequate to his wishes, and re- 
dound to tlie Divine glory. In the progress of this 
undertaking the book of the law was found in its per* 
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feet state; and the astonishment expressed by the king 
at hearing the contents, plainly shows the degenerate 
state to which Judah was reduced ; for though it can- 
not be supposed that Josiali ivas entirely ignorant of 
the Scriptures, he certainly was not acquainted witb 
the w hole of them : and this discovery of tlie ancient 
record proves that •not only himself, but even the 
high priest, wa*; a stranger to the writings of Moses* 
The reading of the statutes, and the denunciations by 
wfaicli they were sanctioned, had such an effect upon 
the mind of the young king, that while he rent his 
dothes ill testimony of his grief at the national de- 
linquency, he immediately adopted such measures as 
were best adapted to remedy the existing evil, and to 
avert the impending judgments. After consulting the 
Divine direction, Josiah assembled the people to hear 
the word of God, that by knowing the history of bis 
gracious dealings towards their fathers, and the laws 
which he bad enacted for the government of them 
and their children, it might be generally seen what 
were the causes of the calamities which had already 
fallen upon one part of 4he chosen family, and what 
naturally must be expected by those who remained, 
if they continued also without repentance. This pru- 
rient prince did not require the nation to enter into a 
covenant, or to bind themselves under the obligation 
of a rule, without being thoroughly informed of the 
origin and authority of that code which was now to 
be revived. He wbely studied the sacred volume 
liimsclf, and bad it^ explained by those who were most 
competent to the task, before be caused the whole to 
be read for tlie public instruction. 'J'he word of 
God being thus restored, and made the rule of reform, 
that important concern went m with vigour under the 
immediate inspection of tba sovereign. But the zeal 
of Josiah, though it produced an external change 
tbronghoiit Judah, could not purge out the corrup- 
tions which defiled the hearts of tlie jieople. They 
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did hot, indeed, resist the efforts of their king in be-* 
half of the ti ne religion ; but they did not co-operate 
sincerely with him in the work of conversion. Not- 
W'ithstnnding their ready compliance with tlie establish- 
ed order, their piincipiesatul manners continued with- 
out any atnendment; and though they were in the habit 
of making their boast of tlie temple of the Lord, they 
turned it into a den of thieves by the foulest abomina- 
tions. Such is the description which the Almighty gave 
of them by Jeremiah, who -prophesied at this very 
time; W hen/’ says he, I bad fed them to the full, 
they then committed adultery, and assembled th€m<-^ 
selves by troops in the harlots’ houses, lliey w ere as 
fed horses in the morning : every one neighed after 
bis neighbour’s wife. Shall I not visit for these things i 
aaith the Lord ; and shall not my soul be avenged on 
such a nation as this Chap. v. 7— *^ 9 . lliis picture 

of depravity will explain what occurs in the history, 
where, after delineating the exalted character of the 
pious monarch, the sacred writer adds, Notwith- 
standing the Lord turned not from the hercciiess of bis 
great w rath wherew ith bis anger was kindled against 
Judah, because of all tlie provocations that Manasseli 
had provoked him withal.” Much as Josiah did in a 
short time, and all thlit could be done, was pcrformcil* 
by him for the benefit of the family over which he was 
placed ; yet the poisonous weeds of vice could not be 
eradicated, even by hLs diligence and exantple. 1 he 
first judgment then which fell upon this sinful nation 
was the untimely loss tif their excellent king ; by whose 
death the threatened puiiisbnient w^as hastened, and 
the Lord removed Judah out of the land, as be bad 
removed Israel.” Josiah did indeed fall in battle, but 
then be saw not the miseries which were destined to 
scourge the iniquities of his people ; and thus w as he 
mercifully taken away from the evil to come, while his 
memory, as an apocryphal writer expresseth it, ** is as 



THE CAPTIVITY OP JUDAH. 


1S9 


the composition of a fwrfume ; sweet as honey in all 
mouths, and as niusick at a banquet of Wisd, 

xlix. 1. 


JUNE THE SEVENTH. 

THE CAPTIVITY .OP JUDAU. 

t Kings, XXV. 21 . — So Judah was carried away out 
of their land. 

That national sins arc productive of national misery^ 
will be admitted by all who have not utterly cast off 
the persuasion that there is a God who judgeth in 
the earth.’’ Psalm Iviii. 11. Even the philosopher 
who sets revelation aside, and by the light of political 
wisdom alone endeavours to explore the rise and fall 
of empires, is obliged to confess that obliquity of 
principles and depravity of manners obviously tend to 
change the condition of states, and to accelerate their 
ruin. Hut, after ail, human life is so contracted, the 
means (d' information are so few' and imperfect, and 
the prejudices of men are so powerful, that the pro- 
iVamdest intellect is incapable of gaining a distinct and 
c«»mprcheiisive view of the Divine dispensations iu 
the govi rnnient of the moral world. All that we can 
discover is, that tlie principal revolutions in human 
uiVuirs are usual iy brought about by the most unlikely 
causes, and in such seasons and under such cirCuin- 
shinces as sIkjw that there is some secret agency coii- 
V'eriied, which baffles the foresight of the skilful, and 
ciiervutes the strength of the mighty, outruns in a mo- 
ment the labour of years, and confounds, by an iiu- 
expectid stroke, the combinations of the wise; saying, 
as it were in the midst of all opposition, My counsel 
shall siand. and [ will do all my pleasure.” The sacred 
history alone clears up ail the perplexities which can 
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embarrass the inquirer in his observations on niankiiu^ 
and explains the reasons why societies flourish long, 
notwithstandhig their impiety, till at length they give 
way to the overwhelming ilomiiiation of a power, 
perhaps even more wicked Jthan themselves. "J'he 
dealings of the Almighty with the children of Jsiacl 
were intended to cxiiibit an outline of the jDi\ 2 ne 
economy, both of providence and grace. Fioin the 
time that a separation took place between Israel and 
Judah, Nve may discern the preparations for that 
general dispersion w hich afterwards occurred, to fulfil 
the secret decrees of God in judgment and mercy. 
Israel, by w ithdrawing from the house and lineage of 
David, did, in fact, renounce the inheritance and the 
promise which had all along formed the peculiar- 
glory of Jacob’s posterity. The separated tribes sunk 
into the grossest abominations, and at last they w'cre 
carried away into other lands,, where, instead o£ 
repenting their misdeeds, and humbling themsclvca 
under the hand of 1] im that smote then), they hardened 
their necks like to the necks of thcii- fathers that did 
not believe in the Lord their God.” Chap. xvii. 1 4. 
But Judah remained yet longer in the possession of its 
religious and civil privileges; receiving “ line up<jii 
line, and prec epl upon precept,” by the hands of mes- 
sengers raised up and sent to this people at various 
times, proclaiming the overture of pm don and peac e 
to the penitent, and denouncing the vengeance of 
Heaven upon thc^ obdurate and uiibelievmg. All these 
acts of kindness, however, were abused, the imitations 
were despised, and the bearers of them persecuted, 
while the long-suffering goodness of (iod served 
only to harden the hearts of thb infatuated jiation, and 
the judgments which had fallen upon their brethren 
of tne other tribes failed to awaken them to a sense 
of their ingratitude and danger, llie accomplish- 
ment of the Divine predictions did not rouse their at- 
tention to the still more awful ones w hich remained to 
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l)c fulfilled ; nor did the si^ns of the times, even when 
the roiiiiii; of tlie approaching storm might be heard, 
make any niiprosiou upon their minds. This is the 
picture drawn of Judah by the pencil of a prophet 
wh ) ministered in tliis stage of its declension. “ The 
jn-t L rd is in the midst thereof: he will not do 
inupiily : evi ry morbing doth he bring his judgment 
to li-;ht, he fuiUtii not; but the unjust kiioweth no 
bhame. I hav*' cut otf the nations; their towers arc 
desolate ; I inadt tlu ir streets w aste, that noiu* passeth 
1)\ : iIku' cities are destroy ed, .so tliat there is no 
man, J'at noiH iiihabuant.'’ All this wasde- 

<;cn|)l.\t of the .-.tale of Israel, and which might 
iiavc i.Msiht !1 m .>i.stei kingdom what she had to e.xpect 
Lw jK isi'tiiig n; l{)ili>w ing a similar course : but, as the 
speakii obsi ives, I said, Surely thou Judah 
V. iltftarme; ih<)u wilt receive instruction; so their 
fluclli.ig should not be cutolF, howsoever 1 punished 
Ham: but they ro.se early, and corrupted all their 
d'.ii.oK.’' Zeph. iii. o — 7. After the death otk the good 
JoMaii, a turbulent spiiit prevailed among tins people, 
wliiili, with their other enormities, exposed them to 
du' itiroads of the lu^ighbouring powers, till Zedekiah 
b\ liis want of faith, and breaking the oath of fealty 
wiiicii he had taken to Nebuchadnezzar,' completed 
the ruin of his country; and Judah also was carried 
aw ay out of their land.” If we examine carefully the 
character of this hrancti of God's family as delineated 
by lliose wlio were cyc-witnesscs of its fall, we shall 
iind that the corruption was not partial, but general, 
aniid-st a splendour of prophetical light which ren- 
dered e\ejry member of the state that neglected to 
piofit by it, without excii'je. It was not the degeneracy 
ut the great, or the negligence of the priesthood, tliat 
brought the streuiii of desolation upon the land, but 
a mixture of all the vice.s that could debauch the 
morals and deiile the lives of men, particiilurly pride 
and luxury in the higher ranks, aud an utter disregard 
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of virtue aiul religion amons: all <^**(lers and desenp- 
tions of the cominunity. i\!:d it is bv a similar c< in- 
fluence of evils, that tlourishin;:: kingdoms \^<)liv lluii 
own decay in ever) age: for when any slate ariives at 
such a pitch, that each member thinks he has a ii<^iil 
to do what is good in his own eyes, with(>ut an\ re- 
gard to the national character tfnd welfare, the seeds 
of dcsliuction are sown; and in proportion as tins 
laxity of sciilinunt prevails, the internal strength (»f 
the country will be weakened, till it becomes a piv) 
to foreign rule or intestine commotion. Let ns iln n 
remember, and apply to ourselves for the remilai^' u 
of our conduct, the Wise Man’s maxim ; “ Higbo 
ousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach 
any people.” Prov. xiv. 34. 


JUNE THE EIGHTH. 

THE DECREE OF CYRUS. 

Ezra, 1. 2.— 7%ms saith Cyrus, king of Persia^ 
2%c Lord God of heaven hath g^iven me ail the 
hingdotm of the earth, and he hath charged mr 
to build' him an house at Jerusalem, which h in 
Judah, 

T'he feeling mind, in the contemplation of the 
moral world, is often perplexed by that confusion of 
vices and virtues, joys and sufferings, which almost 
indicates the want of some steady and uniform plan in 
file distribution of causes, or implies an uncertainty in 
the effects. Sliortsiglited man is apt to be imputieiit 
when he beholds the progress of ambition over de- 
p^ipiilated countries, and his murmuring spirit will 
turn from the dismal s|>cctacle to vent his complaints 
in some such language as diat of the mourning pro- 
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‘‘ WluTt flirts lo«»Kr^t tiioii tliein that ‘deal 
iK ;i! Ii( .‘inl iioku.-t thy \\hen the 

w i( kt'il (lt’\ oi;i i ili [lit inun that i> iiioi c iiuhtcous tiian 
lu r” liah. i. I.*#. I ca|»Uvitv of Judah hy the 
gical tvraiit of tin* Ka^t, uas a subject ot bitter la- 
imhtaluui, even to those pious iikmi who were coni- 
prlled by the ijitluefice of the Spirit to denounce re- 
peattMlly, and ill vai ions forms, that dreadful calamity 
to their country. ^\;t amid&t this sorrow they knew 
that the word delivered by tlicm came from IJim 
whose ways are righteous, though terrible, and who 
in the mulst of judgment reiTieiiibereth mercy. While, 
thrieluri', they wept over the ruins cd their parent 
hmd, and sy mjiutliizcd with the sufferers, who 
gioii.ed under the yoke of bondage, liny could look 
fniw:u'd with confidence to tlie end of iht'se troubles, 
and thus the submission of faith sanctiiled the atllic** 
li on. "riiev knew that however tremendous the power 
of the opincssor might be, it was limited, and that 
tin' period of its tenninalioii was fixed by the Sove- 
f« ign of the universe, who in thewoice of prophecy 
said to the despot of Babylon, ^JThou art my battle-- 
axe and wtnipons of war; for with* thee will I break 
in pieces the nations, and with thee will 1 destroy 
kingdoms.” Jerem. li. (20. In the midst of the dis- 
in «s with wliich they were surrounded, and the cares 
which pressed upon them, it W'as an inestimable 
lon^olation that they were permitted to keep the 
sabbath ; and that, with few exceptions, they sus- 
laiiici! no persecution from their heathen masters on 
account of their peculiar manners and religious cus- 
toms. It was indt cd a part of the Divine will con- 
ceining this people, that while they were sifted 
among other nations as a puiiishaient for their iniqui- 
ties, tliey should be the means of preparing the way 
of the (lentiJes, hy making known lho^e prophecies 
which marked their own coiiiiition, and described 
that salvation which from them should spread over 
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all the earth. Tliey were thus sown in mcrcv lo 
themselves and others, tliat the promise ini^ht be- 
come matter of incpiiry with strani^crs, in lljr ac- 
complish men t of that Divine declaration, I \\ill 
say lo them which were not my people, '^1 hoii art my 
people; and they shall say, I'liou art ni} (iod.’' 
Hos. ii. 23. It is a point of no small importance in 
the history of these captives, as connected with the 
Divine piediclions coiiccrnin {5 them, that the first 
fruits of the dispensation should have been literal ly 
mentioned above one Ittindred years before the trans- 
plantation of them to Babylon ; and that tiie ro\al 
mandate, giving them permission to return to their 
own land, should contain the most explicit confes- 
sion of faith in the true God. Now we tind Isaiali 
calling the conqueror of Babylon by bis luiim*, and 
describing the manner of his atchieving that entd- 
prize, a long time before the event, and while that 
great empire was yet tow'ering far above all ilu‘ eaalern 
powers. Thus saitli the l-/>rd to his anoinleil, to 
Cyrus, whose right band 1 have holden, to subdue 
nations before him, and I 'will loose tlie loins of 
kings ; to open before him the two-leaved gates, and 
the gates shall not be shut ; I will go before thee, 
and make the crooked places straight ; 1 will break in 
pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars 
of iron : and I will give thee the trea 9 ures of dark- 
ness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou 
inayest know that I the Lord, which call ihce by thy 
name, am the God of Israel. For Jacob my 
servant’s sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even 
called thee by thy name: 1 have snrnamed thee, 
though tiiou hast not known me.” Isaiah, xlv. 1—4. 
When Cyrus made himself master of Babylon, by 
turning the course cjf the river Kupbrates, and enter- 
ing the city at a lime of general security, the pro- 
phetical writings must naturally have become the 
subject uf converse and veneration to those who were 
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of iliom, or had any knowloge of their 
Coiitciils. liiit >v!)etlier ihe report of these wonderful 
pn‘dictioiis readied I he ears of the king, and thus 
excited Ills curiosity, is not clear, though it is asserted 
by one historian tliat Cyrus hail n iid this very call 
and description givep so long before by Isaiah, and 
(hat on the perusal of these divine com po&i’ ions, 
he resolved to perform what was declared in them, 
wliich occasioned tliis cdict/^ Josephus, Antiq. b. i. 
ch. i. What authority this respectable writ.-r may 
have had for the relation he has given, does not ap.r 
pear; hut the ro}al decrct' itself, certainly implies a 
more direct revelation to this august personage thai|. 
that contained in the written prophtxy. Tliis .iUcient 
(locunieiit might indeed awaken a desire for more 
information in the iiiiiid of so intelligent and inquisU 
live a p(rson as Cyrus ; and by tliat means the other 
prophecies, particularly of Jeieiniah, would become 
known to him. Still there is one very esscMUial point 
in the proclamation, which could not have been 
drasvii from any of them, and. that is the confession 
made by the king, that Jehovah had charged him to 
build a temple at Jerusalem,” Now Cyrus speaks 
line of an immediate coniiiiuiiication which he had 
Mceived from the Lord God of Israel, for this great 
purpose; and he proceeds to ptifonn the injunction 
in a spiiit nf obedumce and faith that plainly proven 
his coiivt'i'^ion. In another purl of Isaiah’s predict 
M this great victor and deliverer is de*lineatrd in 4 
oKuircr which exaelly agrees wlili the parliculars of 
1 .:^ hiilh and eoiKpiests ; but what is mo^t c bservable 
jy the (IcclaniUoii tliat be should believe in, and 
openly coiifiss, the true Gf)d. ** I have lu’s- d np 
one from the north, and he shall come : frt'ui the 
rising of the sun shall he call upon my name ; ‘nd he 
^liutl come upon princes as ufmn nuutar, au<i as tho 
poller ireadi.lli clay.” Isaiuh, xli. ‘io. 'Tlu* most 
glorious part of lliis desciiptiou was certainly fuliillcd 
VOL. II. 
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when Cyrus issued this very edict, in ^hich lie re- 
peatedly professed his faith in the true God, the 
^laker of heaven and earth, and confessed the sole 
Divinity of Him, whose precept he deemed it his 
liighest honour to execute. But tliere was }ct more 
in all this; for as the Messiah was represented to 
Israel in the person and acti 4 )iis bf David, so that glo7 
rious Person was typically ligured to the Gentiles in 
the splendour and be^iHiceiice of Cyrus. This great 
potentate, who overturned the Babylonian empire, 
and re-established the two tiibes of God's inheritance, 
at the Divine command, is expressly denominated the 
aiiointcd of Jehovah; an appellation which, in prophe- 
tical language, always denotes either the Messiah in 
person, or his proxy. One effect of this mighty 
conquest, performed by the Median wairiur, was the 
blow' given to idolatry in tlic destruction of the fa- 
mous Oracle of Nebo, and the removal of the nume^ 
jous images from Babylon, as so much lumber, by 
the coinnion soldiers of the victorious army, whicli 
had been thus foretold by the prophet ; “ Bel bovvetli 
down, Nebo stoopeth, their idols were upon tin* beasts 
and uj)on the cattle : your carriages w'ere heavy laden ; 
they are a burden to the weary beast. They st(M>|>, they 
bow' dow 11 together : they could not deliver the burdcMi, 
but themselves are gone into captivity.*' Is. xlvi. I, 
Thus did Cyrus on two accounts aptly iigurt' the spi- 
ritual Conqueror and righteous King, who bniKlelh 
die temple of die Lord, even the church of tlio living 
God ; which glorious w'ork is prepared and carried on 
under his government by the zeal of his servants, in 
casting dow'n imaginations, and every high thing 
that cixalteth itself against the knowlcge of God ; and 
bringing into captivity evei'y tbouglit to the obedience 
of Qirist/' £ Cor* X. 5 . 
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JUNE THE NINTH. 

THE PIETY OF 3SKIIEMIAH. 

Nt'liciniah, ii. IS . — And I arose in the nighty I 
ami some fere m^n uith me ; neither told I ant/ 
fnan xvhat nit/ God had put iu my heart to do at 
Jerusalem, 

The history of Uic chosen people, under every dis- 
pensation, atFords various important lessons for tiie 
strengt helling Qf our faith and the regulation of oitr con- 
duct; for while we perceive a supcriKilurai agency di^- 
playcid in the ftiUillmeut of the i>iviiic di crees, \vc see 
It operating also by tht^ ipstfunuiutality cd' Si coiid 
causes, and making t]iu i^poiivcs of ipap 8iii>servieiit to 
the purposes of U od. 'Flius arp wo encouraged by these 
Sa^'red liecqrds to usq our^ Utmost endeavours in the 
cause of rightcousnevs, Ute gooil of our conptry, aiul 
the advHnc( 4 inenl of the rlnirch ; rol} ing for siuxe^a 
upon IJis goodness who hath said, licat your plow- 
share's into swoivls, and }Our prnning-hooks into 
speais; let the weak say, I uiii strong.’' Jtiel, iii. lO: 
In the character and conduct of Ncheaiiah wc have 
mi admirable inod.el for our imllalion, diowir.g ui 
what may he done by individual e^crtipii.'? v\hen the 
heart is rightly .^et towanK Ciod, and ilie cause of 
retorinalion is piopcily uiuiertakcii. Much as h^ 
been done hy viiiue of the deo,r«.e of Cyrus fevf the 
restoration of Jerusajoin, the wor-k went on hut 
slowly, <iwing partly to the opposilioti which it re- 
coil f.d from the settlers wjip had lieeii tinted in tl|e 
land after the captivity, and not a jitjlle to the cor- 
ruptions which preyaikd among the Jews tlienisdvcs. 
'File hoiisp of Ood iiideevl being rebuiU, divine ^'jr- 
vice was duly performed ; but the city reinaiiu d in a 
disinaiitleii so that the inliabrt^ils were con- 

linually expo^md tp d».nS!e»‘f the- holjr edifice io 
Q « 
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--j^rofanation. When the intelligence came to the c:n? 
'K)l* Nchcmiah, N\ho resided with great dislinetion in 
1 lie court of Persia, the good man was hllrd witli 
giicf, and point’d out his praters at the llirunc of 
^race in behalf of his countrymen in their nati\c land, 
lliis true })atriot fasted and wept in the palace of 
Shushan, on being informed that the city of his 
fathers lay open to the incursions of its enemies ; 
though l'*e had himstdf ho other interest in the jdace 
than what arose ficnn the pure benevolence of his 
own feeling iRurt. What were the walls of Jerusa- 
lem to the cup-bearer of Artaxerxes, and wh} should 
he be concerned about a people, wlu) to all appear- 
a!ice were cither indifiVreiit to their own interests, or 
so mean and poor as to be incapable of repairing and 
defending their city? The -mere politician would 
have been shy of ackiiowdeging his connexion \ui\\ 
such a depressed commuiKty; and, too mindful of liis 
personal ease to think of making great sacrifices for 
the sake of his friends in a distant roiiiilry, such an 
one would have cor.ftnod his duty within the circle of 
present advantage,* and regulated his actions soU 1\ by 
’ the principle of worldly priulcnce. Pity is ilw 
utmost that a person of this character will expicss for 
tliose who need liis assistance; unless, b) givjng them 
jreliof, he can enhance liis own ivpututioii and 
Mrt*ngth( n the wiiglit of his influenc*'. Nehe- 

miah foriritd no calculations of this kind, but (Ik^ 
moment he found that Zion Jai giiished, and the city 
of the great King lay waste, all his. power inul wci.l!li, 
his pU'as!irc and consequence, be< ame shadows in I :s 
estimation, while ihii widowed city, once the jvy of 
the earth, seemed thus to address all her c hildicn, 
Is it nothing Jo you, alf ye that puss by f Ih hold, 
and sw if there be any sorrow' like unto my sonow, 
which is done iinlo me, wherewith the LoiJ hath 
afflicted liic in llie day of Ins fierce anger .'** 

1'4, Butgr*evcdas Nelieniiah was fur the wretched 
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fondition of Judea, lie did not waste his time iii im- 
avading complaints, or sink into a state of sulU'U 
apaihy. lie fasted and prayed, it is true, but it was 
in private, where he humbled himself with as much 
penitential devotion as if he had dwelt among the 
ruins <»t' Jerusalem, and had a personal concern in ait 
her cajuiuitics. Still Ills afiliction did not prevent 
Inm from attending to the duties of his stati<ui, nor 
was he desirous of gaining creilit for his sympathy 
and tenderness towaids his distressed countnincii. 
Having laid the object of his anxious solif itiide 
before the Sovereign Disposer of all events, lie was 
content to wail till some favourable opportiuniy nJuht 
occur when his services could be rendered vviili ett'eet 
to the cause wiiich lay nearest to his heart. Ihit tlie 
shade of sorrow which overcast his coimtenarice^ 
could not escape the observation of his royal niasier, 
who perceiving that something unusually heavy lay 
upon the mind of his servant, demanded an e.xplanu- 
tioii. Neheniiah startled at this discovery of h:s 
melancholy, which he had attempted to conceal by 
his assiduity ; but he was too conscientious to deceive 
tlie king by an evasion of the tiuth, which he thus 
pathetically expressed; *^ \Vby should not mv coun- 
tenance be sad, when the city, the place of iiiy 
fathers’ sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates iLereut 
arc burnt with tire?" 'fhe monai'ch, louclied \vi»ii 
this coinplumt, attended to the request of Neheniiah,. 
vvliolipt only received permission to visit Judea, but 
obtuiiied also mandatory letters to the governors of 
tile provinces and the keeper of the forest, to furnisls. 
him with materials for the building. On his arrival 
at JcMUsalem this prudent man did not, as many 
would have done, make a parade of his consequence 
by convening the people anil opening his coniinis* 
sioii ; but he tarried theie three davsf U> make all the 
obsi.Tvations that were necessary before he began iiis' 
gical undertaking, 'i'o avoid all appeal ance ot 
o 8 
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Opfcnfiation on his part, and to pr^cnt ahy attempts 
tlr.it might be made to iVustritte hts plans, he entered 
upon a nightiv stirvev of the city ; on completing 
A\hirh, he asi?mil)led tli<* nilers of the place and said, 
Yc see tlie distress that wc tire in, liow Jerusalem 
lieth ^va^te, and the gate^ therrotare Inirnt with tire: 
come and Jet ns btiiid up the wall of Jerusalem, that 
be no more a reprofxch/’ Having thus pressed 
upon the minds of the chiefs the duty which belonged 
to them, he produced for their encouragement tlie 
pt)wers with which he was investeil, or, to nsc the 
language of his own interesting i:arrn!ive, Hxcii I 
ioid them of the hand of my God, which wasgoed 
upon me ; as also the king’s tvords that he Itnd spoken 
mito me. And they said. Let us ris*^ tip and btrild. 
tSo they strengthened their btmds for this good work. ” 
Here set tlite precise thvacter of pttre patiiot* 
ism, disitUerested bctKvtfl^ncI:, and fenient ze^al, uVi 
testthing froth the lote of God, and proceeding in t 
i:oinp!ete reinintiatioh t>f Vi^vVs and conduct, 

^'ith riiat cantiotts spirit Which tveighs and r:iatninei 
its means before it tembkfks ih sftiy im^mrtant concetti. 
When otice, howerer, it has Clearly ascertaineil dni 
Ditine will, ahd adjusted all Ihhigs conformably 10 
llm princijptes of truth, it goes fthrlessly on, relying 
for success upon Hitn who in directing and Support- 
ing ihfe bnildcTs of Jerusalem, sard to ihcin by the 
Wiouth of his pvohirtd, “ This is the word of the Loid 
niito Zenlbbabtl, Not by ndgitt, nor by ptwer, 
but by my Spit it, S^aith ihfe l-ord of hosts. Who ail 
O great mountain ? Before Xembhabcl thou 
tdmlt become a plain : and he shall bring foi iti the 
head stone thereof with shoutings, crying, Grace, 
|;nice unlb it," Zetli. iv. i5, 7- 
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JUNE THE TENTH- 

THE PllAYER OF NIHIEMIAH. 

Nchcm. xiii. X^.—Retnemfjer me, O my God, 
fenmtjjf this, and u;ipe not out my good deed9 
that i have done for the home of my God, atul 
for the ojfkes thereof 

It may he con.sHlercd as somewhat iinaccoinitable^ 
that the Immblc and devout Nehemiuh, after showing 
such a spirit of self-Jeniai at the couit of Persia, aijii 
undergoing so much labour %\ilfaout ostentation, at 
Jerusalem, should iu this earnest manner pray to 
have his good deeds registered as it were in heaven. 
J he Divine Instructor of man hath establiidied this 
rule for the regulation of our temper and conduct in 
Uie service of religion ; When ye shall have done all 
those things wltich are commanded you, say, We 
are ui>prohtable servants : we have done tliat whiids 
was our duty to do.” Lttlse, xvii. >0. Bui it iiiuyr 
be asked, how is the desire of the modest ai>d pious 
Nehumiah reconcileable with this dictate of unerring 
wisdom, which, thougli it forms an essential priu- 
cipie iu the evangelical system, was by no means un* 
knowu to the church of old ; since from the earliest 
da)s it was admitted us a fundaifiental maxiiu by those 
who professed llic truth, that man cannot be pro-, 
fitable unto God, as he that is w ise may be pri*lilab!e 
unto hiiiiseif.” Job, xxh. 12. Yet so it is, that \'.e 
find Neheiuiab, on more occasions than one. oil'eriog 
up his prayers to the Throne of Grace, in similar 
terms to this petition, “ 'riiink upon me, iny God, 
for good, according to all that 1 have done for this 
people.” 

'Ibis excellent man had certainly performed uiai^ 
great things for the benetit of the holy city, ami par- 
ticularly for tlie temple and its nuuistei s ; he iiad 
u ^ 
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rIso succeeded in defeating a formidable conspiracy 
raised against llie Mork in t\bich he was engageil ; 
and abo\e all, by liis piudence and zeal, he had 
effecled that national reformation, without which all 
industry and valour, patriotisiu and charity, would 
have been in \aiii, and the services of religion no 
rni>re than a solemn mockery ot l ieaxcn. JS’ow, as it 
was natural for such a man to feel much anxiety 
during the progress of this great concern, so he could 
!iOt tail to he thankful when any obstacle was graci- 
ously removcfl, and an advancement made in tliis 
work and labour of love, upon which Ins iicart was 
so intently fixed. Mehctniah called llie benevolent 
ofiict.s which he ha<l been enabled to perform, good 
deedv’, because they derived all their value from the 
Aiitlior of every perfect gift, attd were devoted ex- 
clusively to liis glory pnd the service of his chosetv 
peoj le. Far from assuming any merit to himself, 
iScheniiah acknowleged that he was merely an instru- 
ment in the good band of his God, without whose 
guidance ai.d support nothing could have been done 
either by his own interest or llie combined efforts of 
ail his coiuitrymen, lids indefatigable ^rvaut of the 
Most High deemed it his greatest honour to be em- 
ployed in the restoration of Jerusalem. '1 'hough it 
would be unattended with any temporal remuneration, 
he breathed out his most ardent desires continually for 
the pio>.perity of the work, and he rejoiced as it pro- 
ceeded to a successful teriidiiatioii ; but know ing 
wiiitt were the cause's which led to the former ruin of 
the place, be prayed for a |iermuiicut blessing upon 
the present hiiilding, and the continuance of those 
good dL<ds, in which, by the Divine grace, he hail 
the I rnicipal share. For himself, Nclicxiiiah had no 
idt a of reward, because he was sensible, that however 
lailhfuliy he might have acted throughout this ardu- 
ous business, it was Cod who woiked in and by 
Lirn, both to will and to do of his good pleasure.’^ 
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Phil, ii, l.'h Tliat he entertained no vain thoughts 
of his designs and actions^ or presumed to ascribe any 
merit to them, as far as he was concerned, is evident 
froin the supplication offered up hv him after settling 
llic portions of the inihisters of^ religion, and re^ 
f )iining the temple: Remember me, () in v God, con* 
cerniiig this al?o, aifti -pare nic according U' the great- 
ness of ihv mere}*.” Here then we see this liuhtcous 
iniin casting hiniseFf and all his works, even lltc most 
exalted of tliem, wholly upon the l>i\iue U-nigidty ; 
and even prating that he might be ihe spared monii- 
ir.ciit of mercy, after having bc(‘n in so eminent a 
inaniur instiumeiital in promoting the glory of God, 
and the service of pure aud uiidetiled religion. From 
tliis instance we may learn, that though there is 
an eiicoiirugemeiit in remenibeiing our good works, 
as by so doing we derive consolation, and are sliinii^ 
laled to perseverance ; yet Ls there nothing in the best 
of them that cun reiuier us at all acceptable in the 
sight of (iod. 'Iliey do indeed allbrd to us certain 
marks and evideticts that we are Fus children; but 
Ifow’tvi r worthily they may be |)erform«ti, still are the 
most excellent of them weak and ini|>erfect, when op- 
poscil to our many detie ieiicies, and balanced aguinst 
oiir iiiiininerable obligutioit^, the sense of which 
should nuike us, like tlie humble and pious Nehc- 
iiiiah, pray for iho prospciity of our good deeds ; 
at the same lime laying bolli them and ourselves at 
the footstool of GikI's grace, aud desiring, to be 
spared according to the greatness, of. his mercy. 
While we are thankful for that grace which has en- 
abled us to serve him faitiifuliy, let us reinembtr that' 
** we are his workmanship, cieatcd in Christ Jcsiia* 
unto good works, which God hath before ordaiued * 
that we should walk in Uicm.’' Eph. ii. 10. 
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JUxNE THE ELEVENTH. 

ESTHER AKD MORUKCAI. 

Esther, iv. 14 — If thou aitogethvr holdest thy feact 
at this time, then shaft there enlargement and 
deliverance arise to the Jezvsfrom anothet' place ; 
hut thou and thy fathers house shall he destroyed: 
and who htouclh uhether thou art eotne to the 
kingdom for such n time us this ? 

If man would examine events with steady attention, 
and compare them with an unbiassed judgiiieitt, he 
tmight discern numefous instances where the deepest 
la^city could Hot have chosen Oqual instruments 16 
%riiig about great purposes witli those whicli genius 
lias overlooi^ and pride rejected. 'Hus then is one 
'mtiotig the many instructions which we derive from 
Je\elation, that it lays open the secret opeititions of 
Providence, and shows the interior of that vast 
machine, wh<rse complicated movements not 
astonish the ignorant but confound the wise, alarm 
the Kms of the virtuous and |woplcx the ^pccnlalions 
of the greatest adepts in political sck*ncc. Here wc 
perceive the Divine goodness opeiating in the midst 
of |)ai'tial evil.s, and bringing order out of confusion; 
rendering the sufferings of one class -bcncfirial to 
themselves and others ; while the machinations <jf the 
wicked become the means of fucilitalirig what they 
were iiHended to destroy. The dvliveiaiice of tht 
Jewish i^ople from the diabolical plan lukl tor 
•their extirpation, affords a Fcitiarkable illustralkm 
of this important truth ; and, what is very observable, 
the whole history is so natural, that while wc w outlet 
at the evident but sc<*rel agency of Divine pow'cr ami 
wisdom throughout the whole concern, ihcre is no 
miraculous interposition visible in any part. That au 
f astern monarch should put away his quccii; and that 
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he shoiiM select a fair Jewess from among the .many 
maidens who were brought before liim to supply her 
place, cannot be consideied as* at all exiraurdiiiary ; 
but when we are told that at this time Ahasiieriis hati 
for a prime minister the descendant of one of those 
Stations who were rooted enemies to the Hebrew 
people, wc begin t# perceive the gracious disposition 
of Providence in adapting proper instrumeiitsi by 
common occurrences, to circumstances wliere they 
may best promot.' good and counteract evil. When 
Kiilher was raised to the royal dignity, by the advice 
of her prikleiit uncle she kept her promotion con- 
cealed from her country men, who were disperst'd 
throughout the Persian donuiitons. This precaution 
was a w ise measure, because the origin of this damsel', 
might have prejiidice<l many against her in the palace, 
through the artiiices of Hainan, who hud too great 
an infiuence over the mind of his indolent master. 
Alordecai, the benevolent friend and pious iii^trnctor 
of this interesting young woman, wiis well aware of 
the ilangerotis situation in wiiicli she now sti>od; and 
he jilt'd) thought that if her elevation became gene- 
rally known to the Jews, it might produce so much 
' joy and unreasonubte expectation among them as to 
attract the notice and excite the jealou.sy • of theiv 
adversaiies. Alordecui was not ignorant of the feeble 
tenure by which the favtuir of princes was held ; he 
therefore generously resolved, that whatever misfor- 
tune might befall his kinswoman, tlie captive people 
should be iu> suft'erers on Irt account. But the 
contrivances of man are frequeiilly the lU'casion .of 
that very trouble they were iiiteniled to avei t ; and so 
it happened in the present instunce; for Alordecai 
baviiig discovered a conspiracy against the king*s life, 
was an object of notice, and probably of envy, to tlic 
courtiers ; w ho sought his min and their ow n interest, 
by making au evit report of his helmvioiir to tbi» 
haughty lliuutku. When Uus luiprinciyied Tuvotnilei 
uiS 
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found how conloinpluously he had been treaft h> a 
Jew, his inali^nant soul imnicdiatrly f< 'fined the 
design of extirpating the whole family of l>rael, lu - 
cause one of ih.cir counfrvmeii had refused to do hifii 
reverence. 'IT.e indutnee which he had with the 
king enabled him to take llie foul advantage of tiuit 
favour, in a moment of hilarity,* to obtain a deen e 
by which tiie Jews throughout the empire were 
d(X)med to death at an appointed time. Mordeeai, 
rightly tracing tliis horrible design to tlic oftinre which 
he had given to the minister, rent his cl()llu's, put on 
sackcloth, and co\ortd himself with ashes; in which 
garb of mou! niiig he stood before the gateol the palace. 
So remarkable an ap|)earaiiec could iM)t fail to draw 
the attention and to alarm the appre hen»-ions of the 
queen, who sent her chamberlain to know the reason 
of this e.xtiaoidiuary behaviour. Among other re- 
inaikable statutes of this ancient state was one which, 
upon the j'lostuf occasion, * obviously st enuul to 
tender the mill of the dt'voted people inevitable. 
By a cautious policy of the Persian law, no one, 
however high in oftice or near in relation, could ap- 
]>ioach the person of the sovereign without being 
expressiy called for that purpose. 'Jlie queen her-’ 
mlf was not exempted from this rigid rule, the 
vioiulioii of which was instant death, unless tlu* ini- 
ptua! sceptre annouucid pardon to the oftVmh r. 
Jt was now thirty d;iys since Esther had been invited 
to the royal presem!e; and this circumstance, with 
the l?»w and its consequences, she caused to be im- 
])ar!+ il widiout delay to the weeping Mordecai. ‘ The 
good iuan W’as no .stranger to the constitution of the 
conuti v where ho resided, and to its stem decisions ; 
but the lime was limited, the necessity of the case 
was urgent, and nothing remained to be done but to 
choose between the personal hazard of one life, and 
'the possibility of saving many thousands. Much as 
Mordecai felt for .Uie child of his affect ions, wboiB 
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he had so tenderly brought u|>, lie had yet a deeper 
coiicerii for the whole body of his afflicted natioR| 
HOW' dooiiiod to dcstriictioii oti liis account. Still in 
the midst of hls^ agitation and sorrow he was not 
without a glimpse of hope, which, together with 
ilie lesson of duty, h& imparled also for the direction 
and consolation Esther: “If thou altogether 
hfoldt St thy j'.eace at this time, then shall there enr 
hirg(*mrnt and rielivciance arise to the .lews from 
aiiotht r place ; but thou and thy father’s house shall 
be destnwed ; and who knowe»ii whether thou art 
come to the kingdom for such a time as thi^ Such 
a pious sentiment, resulting from faith in (ioil’s super- 
intending care of his inheritance, was vveH calciilfitcd 
to l('iul the mind of the queen to take that course 
wliich ii hccame her to adopt in this perilous exi- 
gency. Mordecai had full reliance upon the promise 
by which the seed of Jacob were assured that no 
wtapoii formed for their destruction should prosper; 
hut that when they were completely sifted, the rein- 
nant should “ return and worship the I^ord in his holy 
mountuin.” Is. xwii. 13. In what way, and bv what 
means, the deliveraiiee would come, this true believer 
left to he determined bv tlie event ; but he judiciously 
coiisidciefi that llie w onderful advancement of Esther 
was ail indication, at least, that she had some 
imperious duty to diseJiarge in a season of peculiar 
peril and ditliculty. The queen submissively re- 
ceived the word of admonition, and having prepared 
horse* for the important work of mediathm by 
lasting and prayer, she soon experienetd the fn!ii>ess 
of that gracious declaration, “ Delight ihvself also 
ill the Lord, and he shall give thee the desiics of thiiu? 
heart. Commit ihy way unto the Lord ; trust also -n 
hini; and he shall bring it to pass.’’ Ps. xxxvii. 4 , 09 
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JUNE THE TWELFTH. 

HAMAN AND MORDECAI. 

Esther, V. ail this availeth me itothingy eo 

tong as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the 
kiiig^s gate. 

w £ have just been admiring the fervent piety of an 
illustiious b< liever, ^hen on the very brink of ruin ; 
and ue have contemplated viith equal pleasure the 
meek deiiBeaiKfUr of an exalted woman, relinquishing 
the ei»se and splendour of a throne to live or die 
viiih the persecuted churcii of (iod. Our atteiitKiii 
as iH>w called to a vt^ry ditlerent object ; to one of 
that malevolent order of beings whose perturbed 
spirit IS thus forcibly described ui the Word of "IVuth : 
** 'I he WR'ked are like the troubled sea, when it 
cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and diit/^ 
Is. Ivii. 1^0. Covered with hcjiiours, and .siirrouiidccl 
with all that could gratify the thirst for riches or 
tiie lust of pleasure, IJauiaii was uiihajtpy because 
tlu^re was one person in tlie knigduin who iK^ither 
regarded him with admiration nor courted Ihh favour. 
Ikit what had Mordecai done to poison the mind of 
this haughty minister, and to reiiuer him miserable 
in the midst of his wealth, luxury, and tith-sr or 
ill what situation did this hated object move, that 
Uaniaii could not behold hiiii w itiiout biang so sick 
at heart at the inc^ridian of bis gloiy, as to confess in 
die circle of bis frieiuls, Yet all this uvuileth me 
nothing, so long os 1 see Mordecai the Jew sitting 
at die king’s gale r” All the injury diis statesniau 
bad received was iiRTely ideal. Amidst the crowds 
wlio did him homage us be passed in and out, during 
bis attendance upon the knig, there was one man 
who paid no respect to him ; and Uiis was icporled 
to llamau by some oflicious sycopbunts, who took 



cnrc to inform Inpi at the same time that the* man 
was a Jew. 

As lianian bad no knowlege of Morderai till 
this intelligence vas i-oniiinnhtaled to him, it seems 
eviilent that this pious descendant of Abraham occu- 
pied no place of public distinction at the court of 
Ahasnerus, nor e\Vn at the gate of the palace ; 
otherwise l>olh his person and ttatU of attention 
Would hardly have esiajwd the observation of tho 
minister liiinself. '^I'iH now Hainan had been in tlie 
habit of gc)ing to the m^al audit iH:e without being at 
all aflfected liy any of the snrroundinu objects, but 
received the incense which was offered him in proud 
satisfaction, as if it were really the tribute of gratitude 
duo to his exalted virtue. No sooner, however, did 
he learn that one man was loftier in -spirh than him- 
self, and that this person was a branch of thdt 
despised race, against which he had an hereditary 
hatred, than all his consequence was blighted, and 
he nc\'cr could take hrs usual progress w ithout ob- 
serving and fancy iiig that he had im em^my ru this 
Mordecai, who sat in the king’s gnte. Human 
awlopted no mea>Tures to become acquainted with the 
character and connexions of this poor nran ; biit 
judging, from his own base motives and disposition, 
that he must be actuated bv' some evil intention in 
declining to pay the accustomed obeisaiTce, he 
constantly eyt'd Mordecai with the malignant dread of 
a mind consctoits of guilt, as he passed through Hie 
king’s gate. Here then were two men in situations 
almost as remote as cottld poroibly be from each 
.other ; the one occupying Hn^ fii-st office in a mh::hty 
entpire, ernoying the full blaze of royal favour, 
possessed of knmense riches, and living, as it should 
seem, iti the enjoyment of every blessing Hiat could 
ri iider Irira happy in the bosimi of domestic endear- 
ment, and enlivened with tiie deliglits of friendship. 
Un the other imiid, here stood n destitute captive, 
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coiitcnilKc] Im tlie grenf, and o.irnini* Ms dalh hnmiy 
most jirobaMv, in some tmployncnt ex- 

posed him roiiti'Uiall'N t<> the jeiiioiisx of iho'^i' who 
disliked him on account *>f 1 !i;;rion, and hated iiirn 
more for his inlegiit\, i»ut \\i;ile this dc-piMd 
Jew dt’iived romfoit fi t ji ’ 1 .:^ u liMam. and Lt the 
promotion of Esllier a st <•’ * l. < .er: ' .*r.i hu ^.indod, 
Hainan was niiseiable; and t{»< ; :h iu made a paraa'e 

t»f his wialili and honours. • ' ^ • f.e, *• ail (lii> 

availeth me n<ithiiig, so !• nj i - Ic ei*: liuv 

Jt w silting at the king’s gu: - - n . ' . .s 

nutliing iu the eircniiisl:t:.: • : < tji ti*; 

haled object, that could e\» *' :* * . .m v.ln* 

as raised by the partiahtv n a^ui above a.i 

the princes of Persia ; but the contessitm of 11 ai »an 
exhibits a faithful picture ot the human hrait, \%iMn 
it becomes tlie seat of insatiate ambition and n^- 
\fcterate inaliee. 'riiis man wantetl bu I'nahm* ^ 
complete his NMiildly feliiit\, and lu Ind no 
from whose ase4ndane\ he eoitbi i n 
apprehensions of (iaiig< r. Put . . n, 

bow before him, anil :l../ < idt • t! o . . 

scruple; which was cnonjii i<. 1 

and the hoiiuurs of ibis inm:um 
iiients of piety himself, knew not i-* v : ,* t 

\irtue in other men. I'liat MojdM -.n s; ...i« il hnit, 
was subicientto mortify his piide, and to p!o\okt‘ 
anger; but us the insult came lion i a Jew, to who^e 
principles die su|KTstitious llaman hud an uiipM- 
cable aversion, bis mind could take im rest so long as 
the man lived to offend him by an imaginary in jnr\ . 
GladU, therefore, did he embrace the advice wliieh 
was given him by his confidmUal friends and Cut- 
tjrers, to pul this enemy of his peace to deatii, by 
an ignominious execution, that he might hn\e ti.e 
shocking pleasure of seeing the iimocenl victim of 
bis vengesince hung on higli in the presence of tdl 
tlie people. But IVovidcuce over-ruled the wicked- 



•mR TNTFC.RITY OF JOB. 


1(^1 


of This \vre;rh in such a nay, that the very in- 
vent i ' mi c/c^igrjcci (r< his innievoh!fi<:e, proved 

his own (lesfinrtinn : and while lie was ploUiug ihc 
ninrcior Mord<« 'ti, as a n*-eh*de to llic general 
of iht.* yn <'plr, the even hand of 

jn*‘ii(e was tinnn'L:' ;^'s Ins '.‘•luMrjc.s with lull Hitasiire 
iin«»n his 'swn »Kafl. was first obliged to 

rer.der iJiic'ilc h ' jf'. t(» >'■< man for whom he had 
pif yar 1 a i' ’ ^:*on after, his iniquity 

• ' wa.^ siisperdi^d thereon by 

viit :» , thus verifying the sa^rine 

of » ‘ '»f the upright shaji 

ch ii\! ' lu. < .< ' > MS shall be taken in their 

ewn naiighuiK ‘ I'lov. ii. 


JUNE THE THIRTEENTH. 

”?>nUTV OF JOB. 

o wV; ^ %«ed not, nor charged 

N o p‘ • i V» I itiligs has occasioned more 

ohs' rv;u . •<; '.m .md ronjecture, than the Boole 

of Job. Its Ingij aniiniiity may be inferred from the 
total want of any aliit^ion to those historical events 
niui institutions, which form so large a portion of the 
other Scii|ftnu\s; and also from the very remarkable 
circnnistaiiee, that througliout the whole piece only, 
one species of idolatry is nieiitioned, and that tim 
most 1 ally of ail, tl;e worship of the sun and iiiooiu 
ho the author of this c.xquisite poem was, cannot be 
detcriiiiiu d ; for while die Jewish writers in general 
sisciibe it to ]VIose*S| others, with many' very acute 
critics, adjudge it to Job liimseif ; though some have 
fancied it to be the production of Ehhu ; and others,^ 
ill op]>ositioii to all intcnml evidence, attribute it 
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EiHra» on* owe of the pro|)hets. Tlicy mfHo contend 
for the modem date, deny the reality of the person 
of Job, reprcsc'nting both him and Ins friends as iticrc 
allegorical tigures of the Jewish nation in its capli\e 
state, and of its principal persecutors. But this wild 
livpofliesis is completely ovcrtim^cci by the attestation 
borne to the cxisteiKe and the viitue of the extra- 
ordinary sufferer by the prophet E/x^kiel, in the ()i<l 
Testament, and the apostle J ame,s in the New ; nei- 
ther of whom surely would have adduced an ideal 
being, or a {>aralK))ical charucu r, as the grave ex- 
aufplc of faith and patience. W ith rc?pfct to lit® 
country of Job, there can be less difiiculty \ for the 
scene where this story is laid evidently shows that it 
must have been in Arabia the Stony, between Egypt 
and the land belonging to the Philistines. 'I hat he was 
at the head of some principality is probable from 
the dignified language made use of by him ai.d his 
opponents ; and more particularly from the refe rence 
which he directly makes in his degraded state to the 
high authority he had exercised in the clavb of his 
youth, \\ hen the secret of God was upon I lubvi- 
iiacle.” Ch. xxix. 4. The principui intent of the 
book is to justify the ways of God to man, show- 
ing that afflictions are no marks of the Divine dis- 
pleasure, because good men may Fuffer in this 
lespetrt more than tlic wicked. But the history f>|M 0 .s 
the interior system of die Divine governmeni in the 
dispensation of prosperity and adversity, nmi d.^- 
closeth much of the origin of evil in the world, the 
existence and opc^ration of which we find salibiuc- 
torily and beautifully reconciled to this great furidu- 
meiital truth, that the Almighty lookeUi upon 
men ; and if any say, 1 have sinned and perverted 
right, and it protited me not, he will deliver that 
soul from going into the pit, and his life shall see the 
light. Lo, all these (liti^s wurketh God ofteuUmes 
with imh, to bring back his soul from the pit, to be 
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^hlightc^ied y^lth the light of the livirtg/’ Ch. tiktiti* 
( 27 *— 30 . 

The history opens tvith a high character of this extra- 
ordinary personage : ** There was a man in the land of 
11/ (or Edom), wliose name Was Job ; ami that rtiao 
was perfect and upri[|ht, and one that feared God and 
eschewed evil.” His reputation was deservedly great 
among his contemporaries ; and both in a public and 
private capacity he exhibited a model of virtiir, that 
could not fail to be an object of admniition to those 
\\lro beheld the example, and were benefited l>\’ its in- 
fluence. “ 1 piil on righteousness, and it clothed 
me,” says he in his abject state : “ my judgment was 
as a robe and a diadem. I was eyes to the blind, and 
feet was [ to the lame. I was a father to the poor, 
and the cause which 1 knew not, I searched out. And 
] brake the jaws of the wicked, and plucked the spoil 
Out of his teeth.” In such a course of usefulness, it 
Was natural for this upright man to indulge the pleaa- 
big expectation that he should ** die in hb nest, and 
nuiltiply his days as the sand.” Ch. xxix. 14— FS. 
tlut pure as the motives of Job were, and excellent 
as his conduct wsis, he had still much to learn, and 
niore virtue to acquire. It was necessary that hia 
integrity should be tried by temptation, and that liis 
heart should be improved by passing through the lire 
ot affliction. His moral qualities were indeed truly 
great, and he made a proper use of his honours and 
his riches ; but he wanted one thing, and that was 
thti right know lege of himself, the sense of his own 
insufficiency, and a mortified submissive temper to 
the mysteriotis decrees of Providence. ITie inlel- 
ligeiit principle of ail evil, that ever-active and im- 
pure spirit, whicli, like the natural darkness, coii- 
tiiuially hovers upon the progress of light, brought this 
accusation against the righteous palriurch, that his 
religion was nothing better than hypocrisy, and that 
all his piety was the mere consequence of his pro- 
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sperity. Doth Job fear God for noii«nt r” said^tbe- 
artful seducer ; and this question he fol{o\\cd up bv 
a]i eiiumctatioii of ilic various blessings which h.id 
been sbouered down upon the gi.od iiuiu; but, addict 
the tcDipter, Put foilh tliiiic haial no\\ , and ton< ii nil 
that he hath, aud he will cursr tin e t«» tliy face/’ 
In whatever light we may under- tauil this w-ondi rhil 
Tcprcseidatioii of the spiiiltiul world, euouuii appears 
in it to niaik the disposition i*i d powi r cd’ an ajrc nt < oii- 
timinlly opposed to the r!j.ihicou^, saitl even walcl’.fid 
to lake every advantage aguinsl them. l »ui tlnn, ut 
our con. fort, we also find, that however nudignanl amt 
I'onnidabic this being n'>:iy be, he is nothing in hitn- 
seil, aiid is uttiily incapable of Uijuring the works of 
God, or even ot drawing tnaii aside from the path of 
duty, if he be resisted with linnness and in an absolute 
dependi'tice upon Divine grace. Satan obtained 
leave to strip Job of all bis eaithly rbny aud com- 
forts in rapid fuccessiou; and tins pci mission the 
dteinon of tnlschicf exercised with all the iiigc’i.uity of 
his supifior cunning and invetn&te malice. One 
calauiity After another poi|red down upon the bead of 
tliis holy suflVrcr w'ith the utmost violt iice, till all his 
property' was gone so that, from beiug the liciiest tnair 
ill the Kast, he became the most destitute. The sum 
of his losses was completed by the mtlmicholv cata* 
atrophe which befell bis children iu the ini(!sl of a 
icbtival, where tliey were all assembled, and swept 
off in a momeiit by an hurricane. Vet, whin this 
fatal intelligence reached the unhappy futlicr, he 
could say, “ Naked came 1 out of my niodurs. 
womb, and naked sliall I ivtum thitlu r : the Lonl 
gave, and the Lcii'd hath luken away ; blessed bw 
the oaiue of the l^uid.” 



ifrEORlTY of ^OB. 


165 


JUNK THE FOURTEENTH. 

TIiE. INTEGRITY OF JOB. 

Job, il.' 10. — Ihit he said unto her, Thun speakest 
as one (}J /he jhojish rcomcn spcukcth. If hat 1 
shall zee rcoiive good at the hand oj God, and 
shall zee not receive eviTf 

^^iioEGii this ancient book undoubtedly contains 
the true history of an excellent person, brought 
through a iiery trial to honour and happiness; yet 
being composed in the dramatic form, it exliibiu 
some poetical imagery, to indicate the design of the 
performance, and to figure for our conception the 
nature of moral evil and its entire subserviency to 
the will of God. lienee we read of celestial asseni- 
blii'S at stated periods, into which the accusing spirit, 
called Satan, intrudes his person, and holds a kind 
of disputation with the’ Almighty concerniug the 
religious principles of Job. 'i'his macliintry, and 
these colloquies, are ornaiiietitecl in the OiitMital st>le; 
but allcgorieui as the represeiilution is, it nutst be 
considcied us founded upon a s)stetn of ix:uhty, and 
as fully expressive of the early belief in that vanefy 
of Npiritual beitigs, comnioiily detiinuinated good anil 
evil u«igt*ls. dliou’Aii therefore, the conventions and 
l!iscollI^t'S may be cinbcllishincnts, tin* great agents 
ill die scene are tremendous powers, and not intro 
]>ersuuifica*ioiis ; for if the accuser and torineiitor of 
dob be ideal, it follows, that lie who is the con- 
trouler of the one and the prottiTor of the other, 
must be liguiative also ; consequently the. biiok and 
Us doctrine ^vill be reduced to the rank of a (able, 
the design of which it will be impossible to com- 
piehend. liut if one part bo an nccoinmodutioii to 
our iindci standing;:, the history itself, both with rc- 
ipect to the sutfeiHigs of Job and the came of .lhein| 
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is still a genuine relation of ^liat actually happened 
through the malignity of man’s gr^cat enen)}', and the 
gracious permission of bis Cn;ator. When Satan 
failed in his attempt to shake the pious confidence of 
Job, by robbing him of all his worldly possessions, 
be would not rejinquish his object, but still persisted 
in charging that faith ufi b}l)ocri&y, which had hitherto 
baffled his viuli^nce. Skin for skin,” said the ac- 
cuser, ** yea all that a man hath, w'ill he give for his 
life ; but put forth thine hand, now, and touch his 
hoiUi and his desh, and he will curse thee to thy 
^ce.” ljU Uiis we perceive tltat the* kuowlegc of the 
temper is cj^U'emefy IjmUed, even as it regards tlie 
hnmaii mind ; and thus we learn two most valuable 
troths from the history, tlmt as this formidable beiitg 
lias no other command over Uie powers of nature 
than w hat is allowed tor good purposes ; so w ith all 
his suhtilty ha cannot penetrate into the thoughts and 
motives of man, unless advantage be given him by 
our want of virtue and diligence, ’i'o deft at the 
wickedness of Satan and crown the suiTcrer witli 
^loiy^ to show the rectitude of the Dhinc proceed- 
ings, and establish a lesson of direction and cousolatigi^i 
forever, tlie person of Jjbb was cxposcil to tlic attack 
of some dreadful disease. Speculations upon the 
nature of this coinplahit arc beside our purpose ; 
neither indeed could the inquiry answer an\ lutful 
end ; for as the visitation w as of an uncoiuiunn kitui, 
no descriptions of any known inaludiis will coi- 
respond witli tlie account whicii Job gives of his own 
case. When 1 lie down, I say, When shall 1 arise, 
and the night be gone f And I am full of tossings 
to and fro, unto the dawning of U|e day. My ik sh 
is cloUied witli worms aud clods of dust ; my skin is 
br4obeii aiiid become loathsome. My boms aie 
pierced in loe in the niglii-seaspn, and ii.iy sinews 
lake no re$t. 1 am a brother to dragons and a cuin- 
pauion to owls. My skiu ia black u|iou me, a;id my 
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bones «rf‘ burnt with heal.” Such in part is the 
view which wo are enabled to take of his bodily 
afHi('lion, which was heightened to a considerable 
degree by those fearful terrors and mental agonies^ 
that made him loath life and desire death with 
more eaincstiicss Uitii men dig for hidden treasure. 
Ch. iii. 21. To aggiavate his misery, the wife of 
his bosom treated the religious principles upon wliicli 
he rested with sceptical contempt, and upbraided 
him for still adhering to the service of One who liad 
given him up as a pit \ to the enemy. Dost thou still 
retain thine integrity r’* said she witli harsh seventy; 
“ worship thy Ood, and di^!'" To this bitter and cruel 
irony Uie upright believer ntade the reply which cojt- 
stitiites in fact the gu^nt tnoiai of the poem; Thou 
spoakest as one of the foolish (or idolatrous) women 
speakclh. What ! shall we receive good at the hand 
of (jiod, and shall we not receive evil r*' Thus far, 
then, Job triumphed over all the trials of his ad« 
versary ; nor could the loss of his property, 
w I etched fate of his children, bis own acute pains of 
body and mind, or the shocking counsel un<l re- 
proaches of his wife, weaken his belief in that Jieiiig 
at whose altar he had hitherto so piously ser\ed, and 
on whose providence he still depended. \N ell then 
might the Apostle adduce }his example of suiferiug, 
for the comfort of the Christian church, in her 
afllicted state: “ Jake, iny brethren, the prophets, 
who lm\e spoken in the name of the lA)rd, for an ex- 
ample of sufl’criiig afiliclion, and of patience. Be- 
hold, we count thoiii happy which endure. Ye have 
heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end 
of the Lord, that the. Lord is very pitiful and of 
tender mercy.” Jaiues^ v. 10, ll. 
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JUNK TIIK rilTKKNTn. 

THE COMPLAINT OF JOB, 

Job^ vii. 20. — I hare siuneil ; Tchat shall T do unfa 
thee, O thou Preserver of' men? IVhij hast thou 
set me as a math thce^ so that I am a 

burden to m^seljy 

TT o alleviate the weight of sorrow, and to ease the 
ogoriy of pain, our merciful Creator implanted in 
the human heart the sentiments of benevolence and 
compassion, which no man can obliterate without 
doing violence tp his nature. We look around for 
pity and consolation, at Ica^st iVoni our fellow-crea- 
turcs, if they can afford nothing more for our relief, 
when trouble hath brougiit us low and sickness hath 
rendered us helpless. It i» the just claim of what 
we think t<j be our due from all who have anv pre- 
tensloi!s to the character of humanity ; and when the 
return of sympathy is refused, the mind foigets its 
iniseiy for a while, to express the warmth of its 
jesentnuiit. 13ut that the, cup of ufUiction might be 
fiiicd to the brim. Job had this also to ex|MTitiu:i\ in 
addition lo his calamities ; and thtee of Ins intimate 
friends, if’nciwncd as it#&hould seem for their w ars, 
tli^niK, and wisdom^ instead of pouring die haini of 
hope into his wouiuled spirit, reprou< lied him with 
judicial s<*verity for liaviiiB', by stnne M*cret 
grcftsicii, brought tiiis accumulation of woes upon 
his head. "Jbe W ise Man liatii laid down this lule 
caudoii to he observe ! in our jn<lgmeiit of otlnis, 
Ke not righteous overmuch” (Eccles. vii. lb); by 
which we aie lo iiiidi^rstuiid Uiat even justice may be 
too rigidly adminisUred ; trnd that it bccoinclh nor 
siub frail and erring inoiiaU as we are, lotMiiUe a 
strict scrutiiiv into tiic mouves and condmt of onr 
fdlovv-creuturts, 'Ihc ft lends of Job were of a difs. 
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frrrnt o[)iuion ; and though they might perhaps leave 
tlirir rrspeciive places of* ahock* with the charitable 
intention of rendering what aMsisiancc lluy could to 
the unfortunate man, yet on findiii*^ that his wrctch- 
rdiicss exceeded what had been reported, each of 
these sagi'S coiicludeci rashly enough that he was ail 
object of Divine vengt ance. They sat down in silenco 
to conti-m plate this sad spectacle ; and the more they 
considered the case, the stronger was their persuasion 
lliat it was the retribution of Providence for some 
great iniquity, which had been grossly aggravated by 
the semblance of extraordinary holiness in the sinner. 
When Job gave utterance to his grief, and in an im- 
passioned strain of melancholy eloquence painted hU 
agonies, and praved for death as a release from the 
intolerable burden, these visitants found also the use 
of their tongues, and entered into a formal disputation 
wiili one whom it was their duty to have comforted. 
That men, who had ho other ground for their harsh 
determinations than the external condition of tlie 
unhappy suiferer, should still obstinately persist in 
charging him with some hidden wickedness, w as suf- 
ficient to warrant on his part an appeal to his private 
virtues and his public integrity. He maintained hi$ 
innocence with firmness, and he repelled the iiii- 
churitable accusations which were brought against 
him, with the indignation of a mind 'conscious of its 
rectitude, if in the course of this vindication the 
goi>d iiiuii gave way to tlte acuteness of his feelings 
by betraying to<i keen a resentment against his op- 
pimeiits, and too much coniplacencv in speaking of 
his own actions ; let the repeated provocations which 
he endured be offered as an apology for what at the 
utmost cun be accounted only tlie bleniishes and 
shades of humanity, ilis atfiictions were of no com- 
mon cast and inagiiiliide ; but tlie calamities which 
he Irad Mistained, and the bodily ills under which bo 
now laboiited, ajl concurred to produce impatieuCie 
VOL. u. M 
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and despondnicv ; >\hil€% in this dark and troiihh d 
alate of his mind, die censures of diose eiiiinent p»T- 
8011$, who called iheinselvcs his friends, tunned to 
incrrasc the a^itntion of his thoughts ; and tin* more 
80, as he knew dial all their snrmists and siepic ioiis 
vicrecriul and unjust, in all thai passed latwetn 
these disputants die advantage was cliailv on the si<ie 
of Job, who liiilv asscittd luid iiiadi' good diis truth, 
that the Almighty, in his moial go\trnment of the 
iR’oild, bestows pruspeiity and adv( rsiiy iiidiseii- 
ininately upon the good and bad. ; so that l! e exter- 
nal condition of men, in this life, oiigiit liv no means 
to be regarded as any mark of llitir eliaravUi or <»f 
the Divine jiKlpinent. Thus far the sulVciim^ patiiurt ii 
reasoiunl rightly ; and for all this, as well us for the 
inaiiiit r in wliieh he clothed and pointed his aieu- 
inenls, he was afterwardfj commeiuh'd by die /\l- 
miglily binn.elf; but when he exceeded this botinduiy 
of the human intellect, and ventured to eall in <|iu s- 
tioii the equil} of the proceedings by which lie was 
tried in die* furnace of anheiion, Job, as 1^1 ihn s:-.id 
of him, “ certainly fcpoke widiout kiios\lege. and bis 
words were without wisdom," Ch. \xxi\. 'i he 
great error of die pati iaixh was dial of trust*: tg to Ins 
own riglitcouMicss for jusliliealion ; and of this he 
was prciperly convicted by his direc friends; though, 
ms they acted up.on wTong principles, and did not set 
him in the riglit way, they were justly condemned at 
the close of die trial, when the Almighty gave his 
judgment upon the coiitrovc'isy. In the height of 
his impaticNice, and earnest desire of* a speedy deli- 
ircrance. Job could not discover any diiiig in In.s tem- 
per or deportment, dial merited so heavy a visi^ition. 

If 1 have binned," says he, ** what >hail i do unto 
thee, O thou (ibserver of men f W hy bast thou srt 
me UH a mark against ibee, so diat I uin a bindcii to 
myaclfr" Such was the bitter compluim of Job, 
and it tnusl be allowed to have fur c'xceeded the 
limit# of moderation. The ussumption of pcrfectioH 
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wai arrogant, and tlie chargo of severity inconsiderate ; 
but all tins proceeded from the perturbation of an ho- 
nest but an iinawakcned heart; for when, by the preach- 
ing of l^lihii and the powerful demonstration of the 
eternal Spirit, he was brought to a sight of his inward 
deformity, he could confess, Behold, I am vile, what 
shall 1 answer thee ? I will lay my hand upon my 
mouth. Once have I spoken, but 1 will not answ er ; 
yea, tw ict*, but I will proceed no further.'^ Ch. xl. 4,3. 
'I'lie intent of the visitation, then, was to humble Job 
in his own estimation, and to make him sensible, that 
whatever might be his outward righteousness, with 
regard to his fellow-creatures, yet, before the infinite 
purity of Omniscience, he was utterly destitute of 
any plea by which he could be justified, and conse* 

I iieiitly, that he must depend for acceptance only* on 
)iviiie Grace. When be was brought to this 
renunciation of his own w*orks for justification, he 
could address the Fgther of Mercy with thankfulness ; 
** 1 have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear» but 
now mine eye secth thee; wberefore 1 abhor my« 
self, and repeat in dust aod ashes/* 


JUNE THE SIXTEENTH. 

THK FAITH OF JOB. 

Job, xix. 25 — 27, I know that wy Redeemer livetk^ 
and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the 
earth : and though after my skin worms destroy 
this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God; whom 
/ shall see for mysdf and mine eyes shall behold^ 
and not another ; though my reins be consumed 
e^uithin me. 

On t: of the strangest conceits that ever entered the 
hnaginalioQ of the fastidious critic, in his attempts to 
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ckar up the obscurities of the Hebrew Scriptures, is 
the idea that the doctrine of a future state made no 
part of that early revelation which Ciod voutlisafed 
to bestow upon man. To \>hat purpose religious 
Services we4'e instituted, or 13ivijie proinisrs iin- 

E artcd, on the supposition that man had nothing to 
ope or dread beyond tlic present life, the most 
sagacious understanding would be unable to explain. 
In this life there is such a promiscuous distribution 
of good and evil, that we qjrely observe things in the 
moral voi Id apportioned according to onr estimate 
of the human character; for while the righteous often 
live in penury and languish in sori*ow, the “ wicked 
are not in trouble as other men, neither arc they 
plagued like other folk. Therefore pride coiii- 
passeth them about as a chain ; violence cove relit 
them as a garment, niieir e^es stand out with fat- 
ness, they have more than heart could wish/' Ps. Ixxiii. 
B — 7* This seeming irregularity in the allotment of 
prosperity and adversity, made the Preacher say, i\s 
it liappeneth to the fool, so it bappeneth even unto 
me; and why was I then more wise ? For there is no 
remembrance of the wise more than llie fool for 
ever ; seeing that which now^ is, in the days to come 
shall all be forgotten; and bow dielh tlie ^^isc man f 
As the fool. Therefore I hated life, because the 
work that is wrought under the sun is griev^^ins unto 
me ; for all is vanity and vexation of spirit.” Kccles. 
ii. lo— 17. Now, such a conclusion would have 
been just to the fullest extent, if the present state 
had been Hie boundary of human science and expect- 
ation. But it is not to be supposed that tli< gracious 
Being who gave man a law at the beginning, and a 
promise after his transgression, would have iiiin 
destitute of all information upon the state of existence 
after the present life. 

When our first parents fell from their obedience, 
and forfeited immortality with the delights of J^aja< 
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a deliverer was assured to them, and at the' same 
time 'it was declared that this person should bo a 
conqueror. But long as the lives of the patriarchs 
w^ere, none of them saw this promise fulfilled, though 
all of them dic^d in the persuasion of its accomplish- 
ment. Faith was to them the subst'ance of things 
hoped for ; the evidence of things not seen.’* Heb. 
xi. i. It v.ill be difficult, however, to conjecture 
how the distant prospect of a temporal salvation 
could have given them any support, wlien tlie shadows 
of evening were lengthening upon them, and the 
decay o( nature convinced tliein tliat death would 
soon cut them off from alt personal enjoffrient of the 
biissiiig. If they had no idea of a spiritual redemp- 
tion, and of an immediate entrance into a state of 
felicity, grounded upon tlmt promise, we shall seek 
in vain for the principle of consolation, which sup- 
ported them in the vicissitudes of life and the agonies 
of dissolution. Yet we find that all these righteous 
persons, both before and after tiie flood, were sup- 
ported by failli, during their long pilgriiiuige in this 
world ; and that when they came to the terniinutioii 
of their course, it still continued to animate them ; so 
that their minds app^red to be invigorated rather 
than weakened, wlieii they were about to be gathered 
unto tlieir fathers. The pious Jacob, towards the 
cloic of his chccquercd life, confessed that his days 
had been few and evil ; yet what a triumphant scene 
docs his dying beil display, when, surrounded by iiis 
children, he divided an inheritance among tiieiii, ac- 
cording to the condition of their faniilirs; while of 
hiinseif he says, “ I have waited for thy s'divation, 
O Lord!'' "Ihiis, also, the afflicted Job, in the 
midst of his privations, forsaken by bis kindred, per- 
sicuted by the ungenerous accusations of his ac- 
quaintance, suffering under the severest bodily aii- 
guisli, and scurcil by mental terror, still would he not 
• let go his hope: 'Ihoiigh he slay me,’’ says he, 

11 3 
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** yet nlll I trust in liini.” Cli. ^iii. 1.5. But what 
salviitioii could either of these excellent persons look 
for, since the one knew that his glass was run out, 
and the oilier was iinpatient for a dismissal from the 
troubles w hn-h pressed upon him beyond measure ? 

whole creation was a blank to them; and if there 
Mas nothing beyond it, the reflection, eitlier upon 
past niereies or miseries, instead of affording any 
ctnisolation, would have sunk their minds into de* 
spair. Job, in particular, had no reason to express 
liimst lf with confidence of^ hut should happen after 
his depaituro, if the l^lief of another state of con- 
scious existence made no part of his teligioiis profes- 
sion. iiis children had becTi taken away in a dreadful 
muiituT b\ an apparent blast from heaven ; so that 
the futuie glory oi his faiiuiy could be no object of 
pleasing ixpcctalioii to him ; and with respect to 
hiinselt, he was evidently ^cut ofl* from all hi>pe of 
renoation and dtTiveranee. Still, uiidpr all tluse 
distn s^ing circumstances, his mind ruse abo\e the 
coiiflulitig force of inward temptations and outward 
oppn S'^ions, to make a glorious confession, which 
should he thus rendered, 1 know tliat my \ indi- 
cator h>t th, and at the last o\er the diUt lie shall 
arise. A\.d after my skin they have desLioud tins 
b(.d\, e\iii then from my flesh shall I behold d; 
\\i:om I siiail see f<ir m}self, and mine eyis shall he- 
boid, and not another, ihongli my reins he cefiivumid 
within li.e.* V\ lien the situation of the spe aker i» 
ccmsidired, it is plain that his huiguuge will <;< ar no 
other sense than tluit ot a resloitition to hlc af'.t r 
llui oriiiiiar\ ihssolution of the hi^dy, winrh mui-t 
undei'^o ihc uyuul process of putrefaction hefon* liio 
V iiiOicalt^r, tir Avtngor, shall aii'--* at tiie da\*‘, 
or the ( ohAummalioii of all tlnn;^*^, to lai^e tlie s(.il< 
tcied dust. If lliift rciiKiikalih' declaKitioii «..l d:*- 
afflicted patriarch he eompaiul with the <o«nin- 
siuaccs of Adam, uiid the pronii»e i.n.ilc lo Iniift 
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after Ills fall, ihv t xpliaition will be confirmeVl and 
illii>tr:ile(l with grtal bnce. 'riRre it is said, that 
d^^t should continue to be llic serpent’s meat, or 
the prey of the destroyer, all the da\8 of his lives; 
that ].s, uiitili the appointed time, when his head 
shall be cru'shed {)y the seed of the woman, the 
avenger and vindicator expected by Job. But to evade 
this powerful text, which so fully shows the primi- 
tive ftiith in the divinity of Christ, and the resurrec- 
tion of all believers, by his triumph over death, it 
has been asserted tliat tlie hopes of the speaker were 
limited to a temporal deliverance, in the recovery of 
his health and the establishment of his character. But 
to every such expectancy he was at this very time a 
stranger ; for just before the profession of his faith 
in an Avenger, or Redeemer, he thus deplored his 
destitute condition : God hath destroyed me on 

every side, and I am gone ; and mine hope hath he 
removed like a tree.” Here he represents himself as 
a scathed and withered trunk, which, whatever might 
have been its former verdure and usefulness, was 
now smitten by the stroke of heaven, and rendered 
utterly ii^e!c.s*« in this w'orld. Job, therefore, had 
iiotlmiw (ill wliicli he could build any assurance in the 
view of probmged life, the reuevyal of health, and a 
rc'»toratiun to case and prosperity. Besides, what- 
ever excillcnce there might be hi such things, or 
howevf'i* (lesiiablc must have been to one so 
wntclicil as Job the hope of a deliverance of this 
natiir(‘, he would hardly have expressed it in terms of 
Midi majestic suhliniitv and conlidcnce. The pro- 
spinel ot traiKpiil da vs to come, might have drawn 
horn his lips the tiVur^ioii of pious dependence upon 
the l)i\ me gvxidiiehs ; but it would not have occa- 
sioned ilu‘ note of tiiumpli, and the ainplilicatioii of 
the xicloi’s song, if the patiiaivh had not felt some- 
wh.il t'lr spirit \v hu h .ciimaUii the Apostle when be 
ctjoUMiiplaled a biiiiilai sec ik : O da«iLb, wbure it 

n i 
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thy Sting ? O grave, where is ihy victory ? The 
sting of death is sin ; and the slr(‘nglh of sin is the 
law. Jiut thanks be to ^Tlod which givelli us the 
irictorv, liirough our JLoid Jesus Christ/* 1 Cor. xv, 
iS5—b7. 


•JUNE THE SEVENTEENTH, 

Tim RESTORATION OF JOB. 

Job, xlii. >2.— -So the Lord blessed the latter end 
of Job more than his beginning. 

The patience of Job has become a proverbial 
phrase ; and so familiar is this idea, that few' think 
innre of the cliaracter than as it aflords an example of 
that \irtuc. liut ikiu as ho was in nraintaining hie 
integrity, and holding fast his faith wilhratt wa\erii:g, 
in the various trials which assailed him, it c'unnut ba 
denied that he uttered many iii^uarded cxpri.'^.Mous, as 
well concerning ihedcaliiigsof God towards him, as in 
his replications to the severe and unjust censures of his 
three frieuds. V\ hen, however, the arguments of Ehhu 
awakened Job to a sense of his error, he subiniited iu 
silence to the judgment of this extraoidiuury nnxlo- 
rator ; and thus bis heart was prepared for the i.)ivii>e 
teaching which followed. In this cclotial oratory 
the piidc of human learning is humbled to the dust, 
by the amazing display of that Sovereign Pow(*r uiui 
Wisdom, to which all orders of beings are subsei- 
vient, and fioni which the mightiest of them derive 
their strength and sagacity. At the c1om‘ r>f this 
wonderful discourse, the alniighlv Speakt r describes 
two creatures, heie called the Uehenii>th and the 
X^viatbun. These names hu\e been pioperly left 
uiitransiated in (iur version of tin* Eible ; for, after 
all the pains taken by ancient and modem euuniieu- 
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tafors to apply the characters to known anlmals/many 
points remain which cannot be explained by the ob- 
servations of the naturalist. There is somethin;; in 
particular so terrible in the account of the Leviathan, 
that thoiigli much of the picture may agree with the 
crocodile, still, upop the whole, some being far above 
that monster of thc \vaters must have been intcndecL- 
Invisible powers are throughout the Sacred Writings, 
}>articularly the poetical parts, represented under 
familiar appearances, and delineated in terms ex- 
j)ressivT of objects with whxh we are acquainted. 
I’his seems to be the case in the present instance, 
w licre the might, hatred, and uncouqnerabic fierce- 
iK'.ss of the gf'eat adversary are figured in such a 
iTKiniicr as to bring before us the most potent and ra- 
v( nous of reptilis ; but amplilit d in size, and stiength, 
and fury, farbevond the creature wliich serves for a 
l\pc and shad<ivv of one, who upon t arth has not his 
like; who ifc made without fear. He beholdtth all high 
Itiings : he is ;i king over ail tlie children of pride.” 
Chap. \\\. ‘3:1, 34. As Satan is never once iiicntioiied 
by iiiime after the iutniduclorv nuirutive, vxheie he 
appears tilled vvith iiuilignity and armed w.lh teTor, 
the rr adci iiaturaliy look-s. for some noiice ot the 
aci’iisi r at the end of the piece, when the troubles of 
the lie v sutferer are turned into joy. But though the 
au'!::'r of Job’s afilictioii.s is seer, no more, nor indeed 
KHildhe well be brought forward inhuman society, 
his defeat being completed, it would, as a matter of 
cour-e, be stated in some way or other. Now no place 
suited this so properly as the sublime spec -h, m 
which the Omnipotent asserts his sovereignly over 
all iKitnre, ard shows (hat no creature is cap ible of 
conttMidiiig v^ilh him ; but that all things, vi.-^ible and 
invisib^', aie dc|)endcnt upon his vviil. As, there- 
fore, at the commenceiiif'iit of the di*abv)lical agency 
in i>iir world, the might and the malice ot this tor- 
niidable spirit weie repi «;.senlcd iu the serpent; so 
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ill this iTstoratioii of Job, after his persecutions atwl 
fiory irials, the character of his enemy appears with 
ail the Uirihle forms and quaiities which are nsiialiy 
obser\cd m the most potent and insatiate of the 
amnial creation. 'Ihis view of the Leviathan t):en 
may be considered as an awful cNhihition of tlie evil 
jniiicipie, iver attive and vehement, dclij;hlin;; in 
liestiuction, full of treachery, and commanding:; iln' 
Very elements to be the ministers of his fury; vet 
dieudful as this being is, his power is limiteih and i:e 
sinks into nothing beneath the woid of the Aim'glit'. 

Taking this grand description as an image ot the 
wicked one, the termination of the piece is cor- 
lespoiidciit with the beginning, and conneris ilie 
wliole in an admirable manner, by setting forth the 
triumph of ti\ith and righteousness ovtr tla* teiii|)<)> 
rary ravages of sin. 'I'liat the Author and C'ontrouler 
of ail things should, even by c<>mparison, slnul in 
opposition to the crocodile, or any oilu r i f the 
aniniai tribes, is not easily to h(^ Citcliud. Man 
himself has eonqured the most furious and m imcioin 
beasts of prey, while be iiasrcnJcKd Mil ;n:-Mve to 
h:.s guidarice ibe strongest and la gesl of them all ; 
it seems, therefore, veiy unaceoiintablc that i iiy of 
tliese .vlionld be brought forward as affording a pi oof 
of infinite might in the Creator, tliough niuhniblcdly 
ail of them aic demonstrative evidences of h!s I)i\ine 
piiwci and wisdom. Most tinly is it^ asked, ‘‘ \Mio 
hath prevented me that 1 should repay him : VV lial- 
ftoever is under the whole heaven is mine.*’ But this 
«urely wlial Job did not want to bc‘ informed 
of, nf>r did any of bis frinuis call in question the 
doiii nion of Cod. The position and Illustration then 
niu^t have hud some otlit r oliject, tmd this was evi- 
dently the esluljh>liiii«'nt of the gicat truth, that not- 
withstanding the pn valer.cf* of ivil in tin* domination 
of Satan, yet that Divine goodntss leigia tli ovt r all, 
Rod will be made manifest at Icust iu Uie bubjugullun uf 
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every tliiii*; that opposetli the will of God. In the 
restoration of Job, and the prolongation of his life 
to a period little short of iv\o h»ainlred jcars, \ye 
havi; a l\ picul sketch of tnairs recovery Iroiii the ruin 
bronghl upon him by the niale\olence of the tempter. 
l>ut while thus we derive the most valuable iustruc- 
tu)n in llivi;;ieat inystiTy <d reli'jion from this ancient 
historv, tin ♦ \ani|>le of the sufh ring patriarcii affords 
a ht'antdiii lesson ff»r onr conduct, amidst all the 
tjial.s and cros-es of this e\cntfiil l.fe. Here we are 
taught, tliat howevi r hea\y these \isitations may be, 
»\«n llioiigh the dark season of troiihle should be 
hogtheiKd to the greatest extent, vet assuredly, if 
v< M tiiiii oin conliilt me in Goil, nnd submit with all 
hnnii!jt\ to his dispensations, we shall experience the 
virity of that promise, lie that gocth loiih and 
we.ptdi, hiarii'cr prr cions seed, shall doiililless come 
agam with r«joicing, blinking his sheaves with him. 
l*s. txxvi. (i. 


jrNi: THE EIGHTEENTH. 

llli: KINGDOM OF THF. MESMAH. 

Psalm li. IS. — B!esM’d are all t/uy that put their 
trust in him. 

li’. ily and pious Liitlier calls the Book of 
l*5:iiios, “a iitde i^dile and wlieii we consider 
how imicli ihese Ssublimc hymns were used by our 
blcsM d Saviour, and bow applicable ibev were to his 
cliuiacUr ami circnmstanci s, the expression ol that 
gieat reloimer will he found p*. rieclly coirect. Here, 
III fal l, i> di liueated Ihe whole scheme of taith, in 
the pioi'lietie deseiiplion ot His muiistrv and suffer* 
eaine to lultill all righteousness; and heic 
ia laid down the rule of piaetke iicccebary to he ob- 
it G 
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served by his subjects, if they expect to live and rei«^i 
with him in glory, lint what is said of the \Ahole 
collection, may also be atliiiiied of tliis second Psalm, 
which is an abstract or suniniary of all the lest, 
since it shows the Uedeenier in his state of hii]iiilia> 
tion ; persecuted by p» incipalitics and powei s, but 
gaining the throne in Zion- pursuant to the iliviiu* 
decree, notwithstanding the violence with which he 
is assailed, and Uie mighty combination of earthly 
and infernal malice to pro\eiit his accession, i'he 
complete overthrow of the conspiial(»rs, and the 
utter destruction of every scheme formed against the 
dominion of this monarch, as lu re descrilu'd, cannot, 
without hypi'rbolism, be matlo even the p<)Oti<-al 
portraiture of Da\id’s reign, ibit that which raise. s 
our observation above any temporal monarchy, 
whether Jewish or Gentile, is the uiiivcT.'^ality of the 
government here aniuninccd, and the call made upon 
ail nations to accept the person here mciitioncil fur 
their so\i reign. Now*, if we had not apostolical 
authority for applying the* ehaiaclci istics in this 
divine poem fwcUisiveJy to Christ, the siihlimitv vi 
the language, and Uie amplification of uhas, wnidd 
alone indicate that some more glorious peisr»vi than 
the King of Isiael is intended, and that the mag- 
nificent scene here painted far exceeds any w*'ildly 
splendour or created dignity. '^I’he majt ^^y of this 
ruler in Zion is too awful, and the extent ot Ins sway 
too w'idc and fieimanent, to coi respond with any part 
of that tluociacy which distingindu <1 the tlioscn 
people, and separated them fioiii the other fatiniits 
©f the earth. Gf no king that ever swayed a sccplie 
ever numerous nations, could it be said, that he 
was Jliviiie; and though the eiideuiing term of palcr- 
nal n lation may be, and often is, used in tin Scrip- 
tuns, uitli resptcl to believers, v\l»u are tailrd llie 
•liiidreii of Gotl, in no case d«> we rtad that any 
were begoUtu of him* *^1 his filiation is ineliaide, 
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nnd expresses a liegrco of union infinitely beyond all 
our roiici'ptions of <’iealion aiid adoption. And as 
llie personal dignity of this King in Zion is more 
tliaii iniinaii, so his dominion shali be boundless ; 
“ the ilealheii, or the fitiitile world, is his in- 
heritance ; and the uttermost parts of ti c earth are 
his possession/’ lint who is this tran.scendaiit Poten- 
tate*, the est.)l)lishineM)t of whose throne must be pre- 
ceded by such fui ious opposition, and \\ ill be succeeded 
by such grandeur and blessing ? What other indeed 
can he be, but tlic same Stjvereign who brought his 
chosen out of Kgypl, and ruled over them as the 
Angel of the Covenant, of whom David was a re- 
presimtative, and from \\he>m the- whole lineage of 
kings derived their authority by the coe.secration of 
his priests and prophets? Here this niighl\ Prince is 
pieiiieled as taking to hiniselt his great power, and 
assuming, in the fullness of time, the cuMgn ot judg- 
ment and mercy for the future governinei.t ot man- 
kind, 'Ihen did the actual unfolding of this pro- 
]>lucv commence, wlieii the voice iVi^m heaven, at 
the inauguration of the Saviour, proclaiiiud his na- 
liire and mi^’sion, This is my bclovi d Son, in 
wliom 1 am. Will pleased/’ Malt. in. 17. whole 
cmn.ie was one c<»nluuitd series of coiuiicts and vic- 
lorit-S, will) part ot winch we are acquainted; but the 
must trciiieiiilons of all cannot even he com civtd, 
till <iiir knowiige of the spiritual world is tniatjLid 
b\ the nunoval of the mortal veil, ami the peiltvUoii 
ui iUtellecluai visiiMi. I'hat the n ’gu ot the Mes- 
siah wapiti be uii ohjec t of mosl invi terate h,nrtd, 
.this pnqihecy, with maiiY others, e\pit''^lY I’-v'-vikd; 
and 41II whieh lliey depiclcil was lilrralU iohilltii in 
ihe niiniili pi>int'«, and to the ureaU t nt. ri.« 
hfe of our Iti de«'iiu'r was maikcil wiih 
from his very biilli to the pi.iiv»d ins uc;;*g de- 
liver! d up by the .lews, and pul to dciilli, a king, 
by the Uoiauiis. Kveu when he had tiiumpbed 
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till? powers of darkness, and ascei.dtd to liis throne, 
at the right hand of (Jod, his ehuich reinaiiud e\- 
p(»std to the inaliiinant r*ge of its :j{I\cis::i !* s, who 
iiniud all their cft'oils to destroy the infant instilnlio;i, 
a**- in theii dtsign and opinion tin \ h:.d d<-ne its 
dcr. For the space of three hitiulKd >ears was the U 
fn 1 resisted h\ tin* e<:t))binatioii ot woildlv {'ower and 
v.iedoin ; )et it spread rap'idU ; though its 1oiK)Wiis, 
hi einhiacing and pleaching this laith, had nothing 
before them but conti inpl aiid suffniiig, penury and 
torment. Siuii was the kingtiom (N seilbed ni pro- 
phecy, aiKi actually esti.blishcd by the diNcipics of 
Ciiii^t, at the expense id* all that ilesh and blood 
could regard and enjoy in this hie. ^it the more 
these Jhvine teachcr.s studied the Sciiptuns, the 
clearer proofs did tin y meet with, that ni no oilier 
way wa« this mighty woik to be aceouiplishcd. d In y 
had no riches to attain, no honouis to se( k ; on the 
coiitrary, by adopliug this profession liny wtre 
oblejed to sacrihee all emlhly good, and the \ wire 
ceiiani of cneonntenng the iihloqny and vc ie/vaiii i <.f 
the bigotted Jew' and the superstitions (jlenltl«‘. Suil, 
yridi ail this, and iniieii more, before tl.em, to app dl 
the most slout-hearti.d, these feeble insUnimi.t'^ wiiit 
forth in th.e cuum* of righteousness, and in the sncec.ss 
of ihejr labours they experienced the fulliuss oi ll;at 
proiiiise, winch, at the close of the prophnw, ^lUes 
the asMiraiice of an eteinal rewanl to evil) '-imne 
follower of the >»oii of (iod, “ HI'. aie all they 
that put their tiust in him.’’ d'liis bt iif'dn liMti stdl 
reujai»;.s, to tjucourage those yyho, jtnouncii’Li lliiin- 
silve.s, seek .sahatiou only in llie criitdied iicdceinei. 
'i'bey can rely yiilli full assurance upun lies y\ord, who 
commilted them to lii.s Fadicr in the.se ailectinu t< iin.s: 
** 1 in them and ll.ou in me, that they inaN in made 
pertect in oik*; and that the \\oild mu} kix w that 
tliou hast ftcMtt me, and hast loved liiciu as lliuu hast 
Jovjud me/’ Joini; xvii. 219. 
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JINE THE NINETEENTH, 

THE DlVINi: GDOONMSS. 

psalm viii. — () onr hoxc> exci^Uait 

is thif ijffiut* in all I he. earth ! 

In Uie study of ilje Old Te'*tamcnt ScriptiuT^, (.no 
of’ tht‘ ptiiuipal objects to l;e ixgai'iUd, is the variety 
ot' names uudir which the Alini<»!ify is spoken of in 
rciation to Ins w<»iks of ircalion, tioveriinicut, and 
itdi mj)tion. Init miliuppily this imjjorlant iiraiiLli of 
Divme knowlrir** is rciKitred somewhat clil*Aicult hr 
llu ilt h cts of our common \eioiou, aut! dm want of 
u proper distinction in tiie several apptdlations which 
aieiiscd to repres-ent ilis powir and jroodness, who is 
III truth abt/ve every uair.e. We have a remarkable 
instance of ihi^ cop.i’ufelou in Uie piisuit Psalm, where 
two M rv ditfep'Ul terms in llie oriy/mal, are expressed 
by or.e and tin* rtimo word in En^^lish ; so that not 
oniv 1 - the iini’nsty of the Person lieiebv obscintd, 
bill thi' main scope of this proplitlic piece is quite 
liiddt n from the reader’s view. Our old lianslatnrs, 
whose Version, in exactness and simplicity, far ex- 
ceeds llie refined one by which it has been .supeiseded, 
have appuracbcd neart r to a literal construction of 
the- lUbrew, ‘*1) Loid, our i;oveinor, how excel- 
li lit IS lliv name in all the wjuldl ” Here the rela- 
tion bt tween (mmI and man is indeed plaii.lv niaiked 
as it slionid be ; but the sense would liave b.cn imich 
eb'aier, by leiiviiij; the proper name to siaiul in its 
own native tii^nity, and j^iving the relative term u 
more appropriate iiiterpreUition, correspondent to the 
radical meaning of the primitive w’ord. In the first 
place, the Author of all things is addressed by his 
ineomtiuniicuble name, expressive ol vvliat be is in 
liiinself ; and in the next, he appcai.s cuimcetcd with 
US by some near albiuiy. The one sets him forth 
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as vsch'- existent, etiTnul, and oinir present ; tlic otlicf 
brings him close to ns by a i^eciiliur lie fur our spe- 
c'lal coinlort and security. liiii the same P isoii 
mIio is om stay and depciulenre, who roiidcscends to 
sloop from his transcendent ^lory. that he may he> 
come, as it were, one with us, bv being the head of 
our iiutnre, is no other than tln^ pine and essential 
Divinity lhat tiileili ait in ail. "Ihis we iearn from 
the devout ascription of jiraise wliicli begins the 
poem, “ O Jeliovah, our siippoit< r, Iiow excellent 
i) thy iia.ne in ail the earth, wlio ha.^t set diy giory 
ah ve ilic heavens !'* lliis is siiHicient to denote 
that the l^uwer, whose praise is the suhjei t of lliis 
di\iiie itde, is not an attiibute, but the l^eity liiin- 
self ; and lluii* tlio reader is pieparcd for llie appear- 
ance of the great Creator of all things, in a new t.>im, 
and under some parliciiiar circumstances, in wlueli 
man has more Uiaii an ordinary interest. 

i laving ihus set forth the iiiiinite goodness of 
fiotl, ihediiiful} inspired Poet procxeils \eiy ikiUi- 
lally, consult ring the nature of his ihenu*, to (Ueluic 
Ills asloni.shinent at tlie still greater low and eon- 
d< ^C( ii^icii <d this wonderhii Ueiiig in ** renu tnhetitig 
and viNiting iJian.” Now ihe Psalmist could i.ot hut 
know, for he had ju^l before expressed as iimcli, that 
the viaecr the universe was the roiis< rvai'*r ol all 
tilings, vts;Lle and invisible; and J}avid certain)} wa^ 
well asMi.id oi iliis iruth also, dial as man was cre- 
ated in llie image of God, lie stood, even arier llie 
fail, litst ill the order of aiiiinal inti liiiieiiee. Some- 
thing inorc', then, must have lieeii lu re drsigned, by 
this expulsion of gratitude and adiniiatioii, than tiie 
ac iegeiiu lit of the Divine beiiignitv. 'I'o 
whai the piojHiti y was dirccied, the; following pas- 
sage ex|dnin.s : “ i hon hast iiiadi* him a Jillh* Jowc-r 

than the angels, and hast ciowned Inin with glory 
and honour. 'I'hou made.st him to have doiniiiiuii 
over the wuiks oi tiiy bunds; thou hast jiut ail 



TITE DIVINTE 600BNESS. 


J85 


under his frrt.” Hi>wever true this may be, of 
inairs Huperiority to the rest of the crrjiliires, the whole 
drriaialton shows iliat some extraordinary person is; 
here deseribetl, wlio sliall not only have a pre-eminent 
exceileiiee of chariif ter, but an actual rule over all the 
woiks of (lod. No\v.th;H can never be said of the hu- 
man kind in general ; for though by mental acu^enoss 
viv attain the mastery over nn)st, if not all, of the brutal 
tribes, yet if is <*qiia!ly elear that our power and kno\r- 
lege are very Jiinitt d, when compared with the vast 
range of inu llertnal energy with which we are but very 
imperfectly a('<|i(ainted. JUit the whole of this Psalm 
is sirictU prophetical ; and while it paints in beautiful 
colours ilie wisdom aial goiuhiessof God in the forma- 
tion of man, it p(^)ints our faith to another and more ex- 
alted object of admiration in the descent of the same 
Creator to a state inferior to angels, that he might 
crown our nutun; wdih glory and honour. Sucli is 
the explication which an ^Apostle has given of this 
cxcpnsUe piece, and his argument upon it is decisive : 
‘‘ Ihit one in a certain place testihed, saying, \\ hat is 
man, that thou art mindful of him ? or the son of man, 
that thou visitest him i ^lliou madcst him a little lower 
than the angels ; thoii crownedst him with glory and 
honour, and didst set him over the works of thy hands, 
'riiou hast put all things in subjection under his 
feel ; for in that he pul all in subjection under him, 
he left nothing that is not put under him. But now 
w'e see not yet all thing.T put under him. But we s^^e 
Jesus, who was made a lilllc lower than the angels, 
for the siiHenng of death, ciow'iied with gb-rv and 
honour, that he by the grace of (iod should lasl« 
death lor every man/' lleb. ii. G — !). 
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JUNE THE TWENTIETH. 

THE nnrE of thk iugiiteous. 

Psalm xvi. f}, SO.^ThereJore my heart is gfad, 
and my glory rejoiceth ; my ftesh also shall rest 
in hope : for thou wilt not leave my soul in hell ; 
neither tcilt thou sujfer thine Holy One to see 
corruption. 

One of the most important articles in the Christian 
creed is that of the resurrection, grounded upon the 
certainty of His word, who confirmed by his own 
wondeiful «example the truth of lhepromi.se, “ Be- 
cause 1 live, ye shall live aUo/’ John, xiv. If), it 
has been supposed that this branch of faith i> pi culiar 
to the new co\eiiant, and that it made no puit of the 
believer’s expectation before llie coming of Him 
who ** abolished deaths and brought life and immor- 
tality to light, through the Gospel.” C ’rim. i. JO. 
But this is evidently a hasty conclusion ; for tlu>ii<zii 
the doctrine was far from bcingclearly known under the 
patriarchal and legal dispensations, yet notliing can 
be moic cxituin than this, liiat the riglituoUH, i*\cn in 
the earliest agts, regarded the of dipaitcd 

a.s a place of security and j4»y, fioiii whence 
thev should look, for a restoration to lilV. 

W hen good old Jacob poured (Hit liis iaineritation 
for the loss of his favourite ciuld, this v#bvi(HH eoii- 
Bolaiion, drawn from religion, came to icliexc his 
afViK tcd iijiiid: I will go down to iny sun iiiouiii- 

ing.’ VWa ie.^ not into the grave, as om liaiislaUus 
ha\e nio .l impiMpct ly i('ndered the oiiginai, but into 
Sla.ol, or Hade-'), (lie rect pta» le of dt p.ii ted .sp:i it*?, 
ai.d pa.'tUHiiai iy that pait of it approjnialed to those 
who die in taiih, or, as it i.s .said in otln r piu* t s, who 
have been gatlit icd iiuto their fadiers. 'J he same 
woid by v.iilch liie veiicrablc patriarch cxpicsstd 
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tlic* objrct of Iiis (k’sire, is used in this Psaliii to 
iwink the temporary abode of tlie person here spoken 
of, who could not b<, iJavid ; for, as two Apostles 
rightly argiu d, in preaching to the Jews upon this pas- 
sage of Scripture, the body of the king of Israel saw 
corruption, and his soul remained in the slate of the 
dead. In this remarkable prophecy the authors of 
both versions have rightly adopted the w'ord IIcll, in 
conformity w'ith our Saxon ancestors, who under- 
stood by that term not the infernal region, but the 
covered or hidden place, to which the separated spirit 
goes on its dismissal from the body ; and where it re- 
mains ill the felicity of hope, or in the fearful expect- 
ation of judgment, tilt the consummation of all things. 
But evident as it is that the Psalmist knew' there was 
such a local habitation of souls after death, still his 
declaiatiou in this text cannot be considered as 
the prjifes^'ion of his own individual expect- 
ancy ; for though his flesh might be said very properly 
to rest in li<»pc, it could by no meutis be atlirmed of 
bis body, that it sbouid not see corruption. The 
whole poiiii is ill fact directly prophetical, and no 
pait of It can be applied to David himself ; of which, 
nuked, we are iiiforiiicd ill lliis very passage, where 
the persfjii who is leprcseiited as descending into hell, 
a:ul riving litini llu*iu e, is called the Holy, or Mer- 
cilul One; an ap|>eliatioii which in neithcM* sense 
would the s’leel siiiger of Israel have ii<ied (if Ininselt. 
In the second and llnnl verses we ha\e a roiu}>letc 
clue lu the whole piece; ior tliere we liud this Me- 
diator, or Mciemil v>iie ailerposing between the 
rigliUoiis (iod, and siniiil but redecintd iiieii. In 
the a< l of uiuU I lUKitig the*ir cause he nuiues this 
avowal, that “ Ins g.iodiicss is not ntco^saiy to the 
DiVii.ity, but ab'^oiiitely so to the saints iii the earth, 
the e\< client in whom is all Ins delight.’* Now, m 
wlulever sense we take the wojd goodness in lliis 
place, whether denoting tlial which is intiinsicuily 
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valuable, or externally beautiful and attractive ; ffe- 
li^lilful as an object of contemplation, or prolilable 
lor some useful purposes, it must be that >vhich is 
esscnliall\ requisite to render men acceptable in the 
sijilil of Ciod. Here, then, we behold One who eii- 
*;ages on llie behalf of those who are called saints, or 
ho!% pcrstuis; not because they are such in themscives, 
but that they become so by virtue of their conueclioii 
with this llodecincr, and by the saucltfving iiiHueuce 
of ills Spirit. jAt the eighth %'erse weliud this merci- 
ful Saviour setting forth his righteousness slill inor^ 
emphatically ; glorying with i^eculiar majesty in his 
strength, and anticipating a might) victorv : 1 ha\e 

set Jehovah always before me ; because he is- at my 
right hand, I shall not be moved.” Now it all 
this implies opposition, contention, and the utmost 
violence, on the one hand, the language of the 
speaker is full of divine energy, in the midst of the 
conflict and of triumph, even* in tlic prospect of that 
whnh inigiit reasonably be coiiaidtnMl as the destruc- 
tion of all confidence. ** niercforc,” says he, “ iny 
heart is glad, and my gloiy rejoicelh ; uiy flesh also 
shall dwell securely ; for thou wilt nut leave my stud 
ill hell (or the place of the dead) : in ilher wilt llujii 
suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.” tiom ihis 
view of th(: Psalm it is plain that the whole is a 
regular prophecy of the redemption wrought out by 
the incarnation, death, and resurrection o\ the M*’S- 
siah, who is described as the repieseiiiative of his 
saiK tih* (I people, the chosen, uj>oii w lioiii he hath 
placed his affection or delight. The sphere ol his 
action is the eaith, from whence his soul pn^M ih 
into that iiivi.sible world, heie called hell, while Ins 
body remains free from putrefaction in its doriniloiy. 
13ut to hat end is tliis restraint laid upon the or- 
dinary course of nature, and that loo in a climate, 
and under circuiiihtaiices, whieli must make this miiu- 
culous suspension of oioitiflcatiou more woiideilul ? 
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llic iiucslion is here ansutmi — tl.al the soparati(\n is 
but h>r a liniited peiiod; tliu soul shall eoiiie back 
fioni the liiiidt u*pl*ace, louiiiiuate its toriner tabi r- 
iiacit*, and lai^e il by the Divine p<i\ver from the 
iMinb. More tliaii tins, wc are even intorniid for 
V hat pin pose lljr ndi^lity \utcr accomplishes these 
marveU: it is io (>pcTi or inci.calt^ the path of to 
n«'lor(' that iinroi.itaiiu wliieh v*a3 'osl ; and to bring 
those mIio an boin ai,ain of the Spinl, and clothed 
V. ilh tl:v‘ uarinen! of salvation, into the | resence of 
f M»d, whe.Kj is fiillnL^s of joy, and at whose rijjlit- 
han j there in t jdeasures for eveimore.” 
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TIIL KING OF GLORY. 

Psalm x\iv. 9, 10. — hijt up your heads, O ye 
^afr», even lift them up, ye everlasting doors ; 
uud the of G lory shall come in- II ho is this 

Kin if (f iHoryi The Lord of Hosts, he is the 
Kittg oj Glory, 

If it were possible to arrange the Psalms in the 
exact order of their original com position , and if the 
|'<euliar circumstances under which they were ail 
wrilien, could be precisely determined, many ob- 
scuie parts of the Sacred History might he made 
plain and ch ar, wliile the whole would exhibit a re- 
gular M;ries of prophetic ilescriptions, pointing ilirectly 
Co the Messiah, hy incidents illustrative of his life. 
iUit even as these divine hymns now stand, enough 
appears in them to ithow that they have an application 
far beyond the occurrences of any teinpoial kiugduni, 
i>r the condition of a mere human being, iiowever 
exalted in rank or distinguished by virtue, celebrated 
for bis atchieveiueiits or remarkable for his sutViiing«t. 
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We have alrrady followed the footsteps of a wonder- 
ful Person laving aside his glory, and in the nafuiT of 
man enduring all its sinless iidirniities ; submitting to 
death, and passing into the region where the souls of 
the rigliteous arc in felicity waiting for the redemption 
of thtir bodies from the band of the enemy. We 
have also, through the medium' of prophetic Scrip- 
ture, beheld this mighty Saviour returning again from 
that world ; and thus by his resurrection becoming 
the first fruits <if them that slept, vanquishing the 
king of terrors, bruising the serpent’s lu^ad in the seat 
of his dominion, and bearing off in triumph the 
keys of hell and of death.” Kev. i. 18 . Now w hat was 
so reiiiarkably predicted of the allegorical David, 
and descrilied in such explicit terms as to signify 
untiling less than an absolute freedom from bodily 
corruption, literally took place when the cor|K>real 
frame of Jtsiis, scourged, lacerated, bruised, and 
pier<‘ed in the most vital oi^an, yet resisted piitrefac* 
tion, ami rose again in the full possession and active 
exercise of all its powers. The tweiity-fourlh Psalm 
displax s the Cfjiisi qiiences of this gre^at victory, in a view 
of ilic^ l^overnnicnl founded by tlie mighty Conqueror, 
and ills elevation to tlie throne, wliich be hath ob- 
tained by his riglib'ousiiess. IVuly is it i)bserv«’d that 
the whole earth belongelh to this very Jehovah, who 
IskI the foundation thereof in the morning of the 
creation, and established the laws by which liie stu> 
pendous tmichiiie continues its operations. But the 
dominion here described is of another kind, and lia.v 
for its objects not so much the material world, as they 
that dwell therein.” • This goveinmeut is acquired by 
tile virtiu^ of tlie Person in wlmm it is vested, and his 
qualiticutioiis form the pniici}>al subjo(*t of this l>eau< 
tiful poem. It is made a matter of anxious enquiry, 
Who shall ascend to the hill of Jehovah, and who 
sliall stand in his holy place?” If the question iin* 
plies uucouiffiou difficulty of access, the answ*er put« 
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llio attainment quite out of the reach of human in^rit$ 
for H expressly- declares that none shall arrive at this 
hontiur but “ lie lliat hath clean hands and a pure 
heait; who hath not lifted up his soul into vanity, 
nor snorii or vosu'd deciitfulJy.’’ If such an one, 
iiidi t'd, can be found ainoii^ the inhabitants of the 
earib, “ be shall receive the blessing fiotn the Lord, 
and rigliteoiisncss from the (jodof his salvation but 
who is be* that can make such a pretension, or assert so 
high a claim, !>y the necessary evidences of his intrinsic 
jniiity and iinilbr?n integrity? who indeed of Adam's 
pn^geny will open liis li|iy, and maintain that his soul 
lialli iKv. r buibiiured any vain desire, or that hia 
actions and his thoughts have been regulated in every 
in'>t:n!lt^ and under :ill the trials of life, by the will 
of (u)<\ : Vet to no other claimant than this, shall 
an entrance be given to the throne and the sanctuary 
licrt* .st:t lorlli as the prize due to perfect holiness. 
\V lioever the person may be upon whom this great 
diatinetioti dt'volves, he thereby unites in himself two 
characters, the royal and the sacerdotal : for it is 
•^uid, iiiat he w ho bhali ascend into the hill of the 
Jvoid, must .stand also in his holy place;” which 
mhee requires pecniiar sanctity in him wlio bears 
it, to render his services acceptable, not for himself, 
but for others. I'iius, then, the King who reigns 
in Zion is al.so a prie.st ruling over his subjects for 
tlirii protection, and perfecting them by his grace. 
\\ ell, ibcrefoie, might it be asked, how the throne, 
icquiring such powers and virtues, could possibly be 
tided, flappily for those who stood in need of a 
]Vlcdiaior and Uedeemer, the seat of righteousiie.ss 
was not left niioccupied ; for One in onr nature did 
fidlill the law to Us utmost extent; and by oiferiiig 
himself u]> as a sacrifice for sin, he hath opened lha 
kingdom of heaven to all believers. Having satislieii 
Divine justice on the cross, and abolished dealh by 
triumphing over it in his resurrection, he hutU pro*- 
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cured a spiritual dominion, in which he dispensrth par- 
don tos.uners, and gives from his ihronc them the right 
of udniis''ion, through his blood, to the tree of life, in 
the paiadise of Uod. ITie ascent of tliis mighty Po- 
tentate to his palace, is described v\ ith great pomp ; and 
the licralds who lead the procession, sound before the 
victor King this higli demand to the celestial hierar- 
chies ; “ Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye 
lifted up yc everlasting doors, and the King of Cilory 
shall come in.'* 'I'he guardian spirits, from within, 
are represented as acting with the caution necessary tc) 
their trust, aud replying to the unusual claim, Who 
is this King of filory r** 'Iliey who had witnesst'd the 
marvellous exploits of the warrior, treading down hv 
his owTi strength the powers and principalities that 
were opposed to the work of salvation, cry aloud, 
Jehovah, strong and mighty ; Jehovah, mighty in 
battle!'* Still the holy watchers reqiiiie n more 
determinate character, as the proof of the Divinity, 
W ho is this King of Glory f" this they re- 
ceive that answer which sets all doubts at re:>t, and 
silences every objection, ** Jehovah of hosts, who 
reigns over the armies of heaven and earth, he is the 
King of filory.’* Thus did the incarnate Savitinr 
take possession of his mediatorial kingdom, from 
whence he issues this universal proclamation, in\it- 
in^ all sinners to participate in the blessings of his 
government : Behold, 1 stand at the door ami 

knock ; if any mnniiear my voice, ^lul cqu ii the door, 
1 Will come in to him, and will sup with him, ami 
be With me. To him that oveicometh will I giant 
to Sit w ith me in my throne, even as 1 also ovt K aine, 
and am set dowm with my Father in his ihr<»ne. 
lie that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
saiili unto the Churches.’’ llev, iii. 20—22. 
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* -THE H.USlfLlATlON OF CHRIST. 

Psalm xh l2.*~For innumerable eoile Aooe eam^ 
paseed me about ; mine iniquities have taken hoH 
•upon mey so that*I am not ablejta ^k up :<.they 
are more tjhan the hairs of therefiirt 

sny heart failejth me. ' \ ^ 

*‘Of whom,**- to. use the laoguagp of the Ethiopiaa 
^iivei t, of whooi doth the prophet l|ere speak : is 
k of himself or some other mao?’’. ^Whaterof. 
were the troubleii w.Meh |>avid j|aperiencei[^ and the 
record of his life ihows fiifev. were nether light ' 
^iior few, it wifi .be ^tHd |o* fiuo^any portico 6f!hie 
^eventful history that.eu^fefpouds mCHitifiil 

representations containdd^ itt .this' Psalm. But them 
are some jports of thw piew^wbich . remove the 
cation altogether fiton thc of Israel) whom thfi 
numerous vicissitudim^wbmbi^he^'i^ 
through, never simk so h^^ a boiKt>» 

man. llie persoii> hem'desenbes hit 

actions and sulTeringt^' tM^^ili^lf at sidmiittiog tb 
perpetual servitude aoEoetihg tb *the> cjlibmonkJ pf 
t]ie Mosaic law, by wbiife everyeiomislic so renonh* 
t ing his liberty was to Havehis earbomd' tbroi^h 
at tlic door, or door-pci^^ df' hw' hOOse.*^ •' 

E\od. ;^xi. 6. Now as iiolliiii|^ of this . kind ^evitf 
happened to David, the declamtioii 'i^st belong $ 0 . 
one who actually did of his owrr ftee motieiib idid fOF . 
some righteous purpose, res%H R siqpClior sta^bit’ 
mid descend to.the lowmt d^ee of labe^ and pain. 
It is asserted also., jhtk ^s ^t of love it the ml^l* 
uiciit of a promise, and the feithfel cHsAsage of^ 
coveuam V for Ihe speaker ihw refers Jtb a positive 
contract and specifies itscoudidons ; ^crifice an^ 
offering thOtt didst not desire; mine ean bsot thott 

VOL. 11. I 
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opened : burnt ‘ofTcring and sin>oflfering lliou liast not 
required. 'Iben said I, Lo, 1 come : in the \oUiiiie, 
of the book it is written of me, 1 delight to jdo tl»y 
^vill, O my God: yea, thy law is wilh.ti my heart.*' 
Ill the recapitulation of the statutes by Moses, there 
is an kijunctioii, that on the change of the govern- 
ment to the monarchical foim, the king shoiilil have 
a copy of the law fairly trunsciibt^d tor liis ihiily 
study. But this could* not be the flecrce to whidi 
tlie royal prophet here alludes, bccan ihe one pre- 
dicts an elevation to the ngul dignity, vi.ile the 
other is descriptive of a state of \ .iiio dt pend- 

eiice. The express wwds hero ascribtd io llie 
Divine Person \\lio.comi?s to ilo the will of 
cannot be found, if by the volume of the b* ' k \\c 
understand tbe entire roll of inspired vMitinirs, :is 
made up to the time of David. Vet tiir In^loiy of’ 
Moses inforiiis us that there v. asanollM hook be- 
sides that which he WTOte undu tin guid.tm e of the 
Spirit; for when that great Kgi^bUoi murctdiil nn 
the behalf of die sitiftil people, and rfhriii iiiniM'lf 
as a sacrifice for tliehi, he made thus exiiaoidinarv 
prayer : ** If thou wilt, forgive iheii sin ; and d not, 
blot me, 1 pray thee, out of iby book \«bh h ihou 
bast written;” to which he’ received this r.iswer, 

** Whosoever hath sinned against Me, him will 1 blot 
out of my book.” Kxod. xxxii. 32, 'J’Ids appeal, 
then, to the volume of the. book, must be eoii'.idend 
in a similar light as referi hig not to ftie code of rt vela- 
tion, but to the secret instrument by wiiieli muirs 
salvation w^as stipulated and secured, both witli re- 
spect to the means and the objects, llic cuntruiding 
party for the odender is hgfe iiKroducecl as coming 
in the fullness of time, to perform the conditions of 
the everlasting covenant, and thus perfecting, in his 
Imtnjliulion and sufferings, all that was shadowed in 
the nii^stej iotis services of the ritual and law of Israel. 
In this prophetic ode there is a aniature of chat acter 
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aiifl otVu i s wliii'h iutver could be affirmed of . any 
liivjital being: for \vl ilc the speaker asserts his righte- 
oiisjies‘<, in: rnibnes the puiiisliment due to sin, 
atid indielvcl by tiir absolute w ill of ( lod. T.Tie In- 
trreosor stoo:: > fioni the highest dignity to the most 
ahjK-r Mi : and he complains pathetically 

of iIk: V. lutij efteonipa'-s him, and the iniquities 

thal i;j . 0 if. in ; iliongli at the same lime he 

gif flies in li.r. i.j; coiiio with a willing mind to cn- 
» {nsnicr th.' !. :• aiul to bear the chastisement of the 
e»:ter. ‘b pos'f -^sed of llivine power and ma- 
jevjN. i I he would have m anted that equality 

of iai:k \\n.i. h is ewntial to tlic mediatorial cha- 
nulv.itli.-siaihiing his native dignity and 
^potii. innity, he prays for support and relief, 
n;id( r flic piosMtre of mental and bodily 
' :v; '.n , ;ni<l sm ms t ) Ms;k a< it were into the very 
}n!» of dt-p iir, he<* .'ini»*g only the weakest or most 
ot the hnoictn #ace. This willing victim, 
it tnu\ (I'M's ivit lernaiti iti that State of hor- 
jo: and ii<iseiA vJiieh is here so feelingly painted; 
tor ho e\nlt.s in iii«^ dtdiverance, and be denounces 
tin* Dixine jmIgir.cRt upon "'ail his persecutors; 

ilhy shaii be ashamed and confounded together 
that seek after my soul to d^troy it ; they shall ho 
dilvt-n backward and put to shame that wisli me 
It is plain, therefore, that this Psulm is pro- 
jiintiraliy descriptive of some extraordinary pirson, 
\\ ho, in pursuance of a previous agreemeut, enters 
into bondage and endures puniahnieiit^ that he may 
give his life a ransom for mahy.” MaU. xx. 28 , 
That this is the true and only meaning, will appear 
from wliat is said of the jiiefficacy of holocausts and 
other ofjerings, which xvere hoxyever of Divine ap- 
jiointinent, and regulated by various precepts. But 
in this place they are pronounced no* longer accept- 
abhs because he whom Uity represented was come 
to shed his blood in jiersoii, and to act as the surety 
I 2 
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for those uho could not o!>taiii>forgiveness without 
redemption. Justly, theu, does the evatigelii'al 
commentator upon the book of the law, expuiiiid 
this passage, as u .proof Uiat all the^ ^acriticial 
cites and services were merely the sliadows of good 
things to come. When, observes Ums Apostle, it is said, 
“ bo, k come- to do tliy will,*0 tiod,’' He, the 
Messiah, “ takclh au’sy the tirst, that .he may esta- 
hlidi the second. By die which will we are sanrtifted 
dirougli the offerkig of the body of Jesus Christ, 
once, that is, conipl^iy and for ever.” llrb. x, 
9, hb. 'To no othtT object could nil this apply than 
the Person, whofl^ough (le was declared to be “ the 
Son of <5dd Vi^ power' “ made himself of no 
reputation, and took uptmhiin the form of a scr\ant, 
md was made in the likeii^of:piCQ-; at>d being found, 
in fashion as a man, he Imm^n^mself, and became* 
ob^ient unto death, 6V«i of the cross.” 

•Philip, ii. 7, S. ' Ihat .the -ipaynonr of the world 
should be reddeed miserable ciicuin- 

stances, and be" potlte, -^.fightiminious death, is in 
die opinion doctrine; but 

ho.wever repugni|tit it.jl^!%-|o,'l^e -prkle of liuniaii 
reason, .it is cer|^< t|(e whole tenour of 
propheicjr aniioiniQm''^;^j(EWBi^v?^<>Bsiab, as the re- 
deemer and - ruler a suffering one. 

All the ^oiy niM^esiv prwietad of him w ill be 
found to bwtigVmy tt^piof^ai dignity, of which 
lie divests lumself; an&'i^ dip donmiiun which, by 
this degriadatibB and.-ito'honsequences. He acquires, 
.that hfrinig^t.!t<’becoiae diejiuthor of eternal salva- 
>tion unto idl thcon thdt obey him.” Ueb. v. !). Now 
when we read that ^is Bovepeign could obtain mercy 
for 118 tu no odier tbaa by sustaining; in the 
.Jbiilinaa nature the pbindmtmt dtie -to our ijr^ences, 
we discemdie malignity of inn, aa tl^u which puu 
an piTutl separation betwreen ajipl the soul that 
.U .dfsfiled wuh it. Without an capjatiou our case 
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ivoiild have been hopeless, and without the righteous- 
ness of a mediator there can* be no access to the 
Throne of Grace. Here we see our perfect Substi- 
tute, himself, complaiiiiog of^ the dark and dismal 
veil which hung between his.s|Mrit and the Fountain 
of Light : 'l%e iniquities which I bear have taken 
hold upon me, so (hat 1 am not able to look up ; 
they are more than the hairs, of mine head; therefore 
my heart faileth me.” ' If h be asked, at what time 
this tremendous - conflict occurred, the pressure of 
which made even the Divinity struggle against the 
load of accumulated tmi^gression,, the* scene was 
realized when the. angel endeavoured to strengthen 
Him, who being in m agdhy prayed more ear-- 
nestly, till hU. sweat , was >s .it were great drops of 
blood falling do^f| to t&O'grotind.” Luke, xxii. 44. 
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Psalm xlv.* fipon thy thighs 

O moit m/g^ly majesty » 

jlad m vttcause of 

truths ana and thy 

right hand shall UAth terrildSt things* 


This mystic, song celebr&tes the marriage of a 
mighty warrior, conquered his enemies, 

taken possession of Ae sceptre^ and been anointed 
with the oil of glaAtess abqve' his fellows. The 
two great charactei*^, y^reforey in the piece, are the 
victor king and bis ikauteous bride; who are de- 
scribe^ with all the splendid imagery of ^>riental 
poetry the dignity, and exploits of die one being ad- 
mipbly set off.by the external ornaments and inward 
graces of the other. Some haye very erroneously 
i3 
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Tepresented this poem as an ejSllialamiinn, in the 
prophetical st>le, on the union of Solomon with the 
princess of Egypt. But though the subject is un- 
doubtedly a ro}al marriage, it is clear that this cele- 
brated king could not be * the bridegroom; for 
whatever might be the renotvn and accomplishments 
of Soloir.on, certain it rs that he had* no military 
atchievements to boast of, as his reign was pro- 
verbially pacific ; whereas die ^nonarcli, whose cha- 
racter and espousals form the theme of this sublime 
ode, is principally distinguished by his feats in arms. 
At the opening of the poem, the prophet sets forth 
the pcrsoual attractions of the king, concertiing w horn 
he writes: “Thou art fisirer than the children of 
men ; grace is poiirad^ into' Ay lips : therefore God 
hath blessed thee for cver/^ Kbw We ktiow% that in 
the Divine estimatim^ a gracefuk^orm.aiid eloquence, 
of expression, so Tar fT6mik^yirfae$;ureof little or 
no account for while mli lidketh dn Ae outw ard 
appearance, 1 Sam. 

XVI. 7. Ihif. because he 

was tianscenilentiy ^ children of 

.Adahi,^’ for so dm ren- 
dered, must d^dto W* b« 70 iid elegance 

of figure or heai^ though the 

next attribute ipertaiilldy itiiplk^ of language 

and sweetness of speix^h, yet Ae whole dcscrip- 
licii must te token as Ae character of inw ard purity 
and attraction. The extraordiirary person here ad- 
dress^, is represented as spotfess aiKl without 
blemish ;so Aat, being f^erfect in holiness, he exceeds 
the whole hiirnan race. Bcit be is not merely lovely, 
as being fiee from all fatdt; hik ; discoiirfje also is 
Biajesric, povveiful, and persuasive. Gnice is 
poured into his lips/' The ebarhiS of innocence, 
which render him so Asireable, are. his own ; but 
this energetic command of hirigiiagey ibis sx^ay bver 
the souk of men, by wtoit may be culled d^ostial i 
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oratory, is represented as a communication for. some 
peculiar purposes. The beautiful vessel is first 
ascertained to be infinitely pure before that grace, 
of which it is the recipient and the imparter, can be 
poured into it ; which figure is thus explained li^ 
llim of whom it was used: For he w^hom God 
hath sent, speuketB the words of^God; for God 
giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him.’' Johii^ 
iii. J4. 'Here, then, we have a clear exposition, 
both of the description givep of this wonderful king, 
and the commission, with which he is invested im* 
tnediately after receiving ' the gr^ce of God’s Holy 
Spirit. H^e is now cbaiged to ar^y himself in pi* 
vine armour^ to prd on his sword upon bis tbigb, 
and to take ^ how and ^mver.; that by the force of ' 
his tremendous arnti l^nd the ewiftness of his arrows, 
aimed with MQerrin|(:aldtt»^be piay v^quish the king’s 
enemies; tha( i|,‘ i&ibdl^ ^ .who set tfaeinselves 
against the establii^Oiit of his^ throne. Connoting, 
tins view of hiin «as^|'v(|Wior„w^ what is previously 
said of bis righteduin^ an4. elocution, it is obvious 
that the terrible im^eiy a field of battle, and the 
panoply here so fol^hty p^ted, must be considered 
as allegorical of the irresi^le’ power of truth over 
error, and the, progress of the Gospel by its own 
strength, in opposition to'al|| the . combinations of 
luiinan and diabolical malice. * The salvation . pf 
mankind is Of itself a warfare, and that of the most 
awful nature ; the life of the believer, after being, 
rescued tVoni hi^ great enemy and restored to spiritual 
liberty, is also one continued conflict with principali- 
ties and powers, till he enters into the rest that re- 
maiiieth for the people of God ; and the history of 
Christianity is lilile else than the record of persecu- 
tion, excited.and direct^, in one form or anotherj 
against doctrines which have no worldly inducements 
fyr th^ir recommendatid'h. But the great captain 
here introduced and described as excelling all the 
X 4 
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posterity of Adam, goes forth to conquer ; and it » 
promised, at the. cquipndcnt of him, ** that the 
peoples,” in the plural form, shall fall under his 
stv:n,” uhfch dominion will be universal and eternal; 
for thus it is described : tbroji^, O God, is for 

ever and eVer : the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right 
Bceptre.” Having gained the victory, and taken jios- 
session of the' throne by r^ht of. conquest, the pro- 
phet dwells witli rapture upon the excellence of the 
i o\al personage and tliCvSplencbur of his appearance : 

Thou hast loved fighttKpsne^s and hated w icked- 
ness ; therefore .God, even '|hy God, hath anointed 
tl^e vritii the oil pf gladness above thy fellows/’ 
Thus if there had been in w’hat went 

before, the whtde is expIttti^^K^.iti the rc^^^ qtialt- 
hcations, on account of Als accomplished 
person oblabi^ con^f righleotis- 
'ness, and complete ireedpi^ a state of 

trial, alone procures him ihO Victory and tlie sceptre* 
The Psalmist of the 

coronation, and of the 

king’s apparel;* but aHi^if^aonly ^Uroductory to the 
principal intenUOn' gf /lie poe^^'i^ subject of w hich 
IS the union of Heaveif hei^ ^iired under 

the pleasing repitsimtOliail^Cpmiim in prophetic 
Scripture of .a'foyOh Mr1b<m0g; Honce it is, that 
though the might of the warrior, and. the majesty of 
his kingdom^ form such atriidrig . features in the piece, 
the title ctUls it by the softer name of a Song -of 
Loves, because the parade of w'ar.and the pomp of 
Rtate are nothing more than preparativea to a delight- 
ful scene of peace arid fertility. The bride, who is 
tlie reward of the victor’s (oils,* and the crown of his 
triumph, is here called upon to forget her own 
peo{>lc and her father’s bouse which surely must 
be considered as a very harsli injunction, if nothing 
more was intended thati the glory ot' iKmie tempoial 
empire and the nuptials of an earthly king. Dut 
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M'lien from such comparatively trifling objects we rise 
to contempla^ the dignity of the Messiah, and the 
consummation of his Church, redeemed and gathered 
out of al{ lands, the reason of this command becomes 
clear, and the obligatioti is rendered decisive for if 
we would live unto righteotisue^ ,and become par- 
takers of- the Divilie nature, by an effectual union 
with Christ, we musty previously to our entrance into 
his kingdom, die .unto sin. Every soul which thus 
renounceth* sensual desires, and setleth its affections 
upon the grace of Clod, as manifested in the person 
and love pf the Redeemer; striving against sin, and , 
aspiring after increased holiness, simll make oiie^.of 
the glorious .train will acconijpany the king’s 
daughter, at her aduns^Oti into the palace of her 
Lord ; .for to sutsh : alone is. tile promise given : 

Write, Blessed which are. called unto the 

marriage supper Rev.xix. 

JUNE THb7t^NTY-FOURTH. 

THB SPlBlYp-kV CONFLICT. 

Psaltn xlis. oj^Wher^are fear in the da^s 

of evil, zekiti thefni^pidtif of nip -^eela shall com- 
pass me about ‘I 

By \\hom, and upon what particular occasion, this 
beautiful Rsulm was composed, we are not informed ; 
but the revel eiice in which k has Jheen unifoiiuly held 
by the Hebrew .Church, and the appropiiation of it 
to the purposes of /uiteral consolation, will U) suf- 
ficient to determine its high anthjuity and great im- 
portance, even tliough there should not be strong 
internal marks to warrant the ascription of it to 
l^avid. It has been called, foolishly enough, a phi- 
losophical psalm, by one of those critics who would 
1 5 
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net Up their wits in judgment upon tlic productions of 
'Divine Wisdom ; but in reality the is strictly 

prophetical, and exhibits a subiime view of mairn 
redemption from the. misery of the fall and his final 
restoration from d^th, by thepoxVerof God. The 
attentiem. of the %^Id is therefore called, at the very 
opening of the piece, to what ie of universal moment, 
affecting alike'^lhe iiihabhants ^ all regions, and in- 
volving the eternal interests of every generation and 
Condition ; high iind low, ri^ and poor, together.” 
That this proclainatlou belongs to the Messiaii, is 
evident from the autboritattve dignity by which it is 
distinguished ; but It will appear t^yonc) all doubt 
when tlie course of the argument is considered, wliicli 
is the complete subjection of the human race to o|ic 
common law* of mortality^ Mikd the resurrection of 
the speaker frCm the place pf departed souls, ll.e 
intention of tlic is to arm^a Ibi'mer prediction, 

and to reveal llje iny$tery/%l^(^ tinder it^ for so 
the Divine Perst)0 : *‘.^will im}i me mine ear 

to tlie sci)tcncc ; i that con- 

ccriH m^'npoii ihetjiiFg/', Suibh is tl>e avowed design 
of Him who subi^juSpkaW irrevocable decree, and 
wjio cundcscemls io glvcui^nan ex|daiuition of it, as 
fiir as relates to the Mc^^sing,' which shall be the 
•result of its fuifillmetit* ffer^ is then a very lir- 
portaiit secret, which .wa are promised suvh an 
in^tiglu as to know^of i^oin it is w'ritten and wliat he 
will perform^iougii . the pbjeet, being stiil future, 
most remain eiivdopcd in considerable obscuiity. 
When the ancicni^pro{dl^ts piepared themselves to 
receive and impart the Divine commut^icalions, tiny 
etllicf took themselves a harp,.W called for a min- 
strel. So here the l^^alinist ^xprissly declares that he 
will open die hidden mystery, and expound (he mean- 
ing of it, to the souOd of his instrument, under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Some ancient and 
very daric pro])ihecy, tfato, is the subject pf lliis prV'* 
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dictive Psalm ; and what the mysterious sentence is, 
w'ill be asqmtained without ditHculty, if we attend 
to the resolution which follows in 4he interrogatoiy 
form, Why should I feai; in the days of evil, when 
the iniquity of my heels shall compass me about?'' 
!Novv this is a thoi^ht which^ ns it stands expressed in 
our versions, muse certainly appear- extraordinary, if 
. nbt indeed presumptuous, in any ImnVan being ; for the 
very .reason stated ^yhy• he should not fear, is that 
which ought to make him sorrowful. Surely if 
iniquity, in this place, is. to be understood of the 
Psalmist/s, moral character, it btight'to have abated, 
instead of inspiring confidence, and have made iiim 
peiiitcut arid suppliant, . rather than resolute and 
fearless: But though the, word, no .doubt, implies 
deliberate wickedness and malignity Of the worst kind, 
sit is applied here in the way bf opposition, to clcnotc 
that besetting mischtef which the speaker is prepared 
to cf}comtter, and determined to overcome. It is 
plain that evil is persQiiifidd. in this place, under the 
Ibnn of the serpent; which by its tortuous shiftiitgs, 
incessant activity, and veiiemous fangs, endeavours 
to impede the progress of^ie who is bent upon the 
pursuit of some great ot^ect, and. resolved at all 
hazards to perseyerj^.ui his course. In contemplating 
this figure, , the ^ind naturally reciirs to that re- * 
inaikiible scene iii'tlie garden, when the Divine Word 
pronounced this* enigniatical sentence, which coii- 
taiiietl botlva denunciation and a bJbisiifg : I will 
put enmity between thee and the w^'inan, and l^c- 
tw'een thy seed and Iier seed, lie shall bruise thy 
.head, and thou sbalt braise his heel.” I'hat tliis 
decree related to spine individual of the human kiiid, 
who was to contend' with the subtle ebemy of man, is 
obvious from the tenour of die dedaralion ; but the 
manner of expression is dark '.and. highly figurative, 
for a purpose that tlio gracious object might not be 
fully known till the effectual blow is given by the 
i6 
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person destined to conquer the usurper in the seat of 
his douiiniop- This is the parable^ fp* rather the 
commanding xpord; to Avhich the Messiah said to 
incline bis eag in toVlun of submission,, and xiritli 
perfect readiness to accomplish » niJjt&t it dictates ; 
though in so doiiig .be most he environed by evil, and 
have his foots^ps jnar)&ed with Ifdood.^ Justly then 
does the Psalmi^ "call this grem mystery his (Enigma, 
because it appertained ' solely to be being that 
seed of whom jhe promiH^ ’ilos made ; but m hose 
nature and <4>eratioiij|. coutd not be albertoined till 
the fullness of time, came for the ^dis^lay of his 
powei^.' Tlie revdbtipnof mystery, indeed, iiii- 
fedded iti^ gradually , many Rj^es befo^l'e the actual 
event, partk^rlydiy. the rcpesi^tatiims of the pro- 
phets at sundry .times^ and ‘mTdK'ers luanners. UiiC 
tlie Diyitie Speaker, In (hb bllkhs iip6n him to 

open the scerc^ that i^ he\engag^ ^ exphiin the 
mystic sense, and to pi^fonji. allotted him, 

which is, to deliver iqi^#b|^l^^domiiiion 6'f deiitb, 
an operatiem infiiiUel|: means and 

devices of huinaii.fo^e imd'^ei^tyv' After all the 
observations und rt^^aV^ii;|^t pan made by wis- 
dom, the conckmtNi^lAaM|!^ Whether 

there is any raiisooi reoi;diis the saiit^ : 

** Man being, ip if like tlie 

beaete tliat perish.** ^ m do further ; 

and ewn natural r^ii|gi6il» Im; ii il'J called, has 

never been aM^to ^ 'th|ii hope of .fu|tlritjF upon any 
ceitiw baas. Uece the glpi|y"of.^ti^..pef8QU, con- 
ooming whom the parabid, - oi^O^'-wynig^ was ut> 
tered, bursts forth with. sd^ndour- tliat 

iiiunoiiftates the dark recesj^oi /uyrtanty, and lays 
0^1 the passage of Itle from graves, llius^the 
Kxpouudcrof Ae.holy oracle discloses and applies tlie 
meaning , of that manicllous ’decree, wbhh Mwlone 
could execute and render ^eetoal for llie redemp- 
tion of those ia whose cause Iw voltittUwHy eisbark^.. 
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The universality of death being confessed on all 
hands^ and the impossibility of obtaining an exemp* 
tioii from that immutable 'law beii^ admktedi tlie 
representation which follo\f^ n^ust be consider^ as 
the complete solution of the enigma : like sheep 
are the children of ^am laid in the hidden place, or 
Sheol, where d^th rule the^ : J^ut the upright 
shall have dominion over tfiem in the momii^, and 
their leader shall arise from his dwelling to destroy 
their prison,.” The ^Mighty One^ of whom this is 
predicted, then retiints to speak in his own person of 
the great work which he is to atchieve : “ &od will 
redeem i«y soul* from the yower 'of the grave (or 
rather, of the invisible «wdrla) ; for he shall receive ^ 
me.” Such is the conl^ct, and’ such is the issue of' 
it in the triumph of man^a Sitbstitute,over the region of 
darktkiss ; and tl|e ^bole WaS v^ified when the*angel 
said unto the came to see the 

sepulchre at the.davtd df Fear not ye ; for I 

know that ye seek was .enicided.' He is 

not here, for sa^ Copie see the 

place where the 5^6. 


JUNE , THE ‘TWENTY-FIFTH. 

THR SPIRITVAL triumph* 

Psalm Ixvffi; narked on Jtigh; 

thou hdst tea cqptMty y^thi^rthowhast recaved 
f fAe rebeltiom also, that ' 

• the JLori'God might dwelt nn^ng them*,^ 

\Ve have attended lo the premia the power of 
the destroyer and the dominian of death should be 
abolished ; synd we^aVe just dontemplate^^ through 
the m^ium .of prophecy, the execution 9!' that 
gracibuadecreo lig^tbe Pei;ioa of whom it was spoken^. 
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In the present Psalm \re are called upon to join the 
triurupliant procession of red^mcd souls^. who, as- 
cendif^ from the regions of inortulity, leave all sin, 
and doubt, and fear, behind ; while, clad in the robes 
of light, thex unite their voices with the angelical host, 
and say, Tet God arise, let his enemies be scat- 
tered ; let them also that hate him tlce .ibcfore hitn/^ 
That this exquisite piece of divine poetiy was writ- 
ten by JIavid, we know ; but the peculiar circum- 
stance to which it was ori^'fttlly adapted, is matter 
of conjecture. The general opinion is, that it was 
sung at the removal of the \Ark from the house of 
Obedcdoiti to Mount Zion, which seems strengthened 
by the corrchpondeuce of tho^koi^iuih to the hymn 
used whenever the ^ Israeltted diahged iheir station 
in the wilderness. Butasljbe«}ejiv^rance'kiid journey- 
ings of that people wereemblomatkrat of another state, 
die Psalmist, in ^riugiug'nii^ these ancient 

blessings, d<i€8 ft tosetfoi^ tl^enl^tiirbof the spiritual 
'kingdom, which was of his faith, and of 

the natiunal expecmtion,;^ ^I^ Jewis}i church of old 
always applied td the tlelslAh the precatory hymn 
sung at tiie traiislalioU^o for thus we find it 

interpreted by the thou rereulcd 

now , O Jehovah the Woi^f^/ Whcri, therefore, this 
Sa\iour is railed Upon to rise and stgiid up, it niiist be 
understood of his pet^e^a derire, that be would opi nly 
manifest himself, agre^blj to the promise given 
to Adam, for the aid and comfort of bis posterity. 
Ihe Isriuelites had before tbem'the Urk of the. cove- 
nant, and tbe woiidcrAii pillar whfeb involved the 
Divine Glory ; .but tlicy looked ftiMioiiiething iiioru, 
and David, in this Psalm, ’deckres that this gracious 
revelation was yet come. Tretn the recollection 
of former mercies, however, and the miracles 
wrought in Egypt, tbe Xled Sea, and the Wilderness, 
an assurance was drawn that tbe Saviour would arisi*, 
«nd that tbe same Power, wt whose pieaence tbe earth 
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sTiook and Sinai trembled^ would ride upjati the 
heavens (or rather in the remote edge of the horis^on)^ 
in his name Jaii which plainly indicated another 
display of the Divine majesty and goodpess^ at a 
period then far distant. The name here determined, 
as that which should distinguish the revealed Deity, 
and by which he ,t£o^d be universally acknowdeged, 
is the same with tl^e. one specially communicated 
by the archahgd to the Virgin Mother: Thou 
shult bring forth a vioii, and sfaalt call his name 
Jesus. He'^shall be great, and shall be called the 
Son of. the Highest : 4 iid t^e I^ord Gfod shall give 
unto hinv the throne of his father David ; and he 
shall reign d\er the bouse of Jacob for ev^ and of 
his kingdom there, shall be no end.”' Luke, i. 31 — 33. 
The Divine .prepoiiiinptiqn by the Psalmist, and the 
assignment of it in ilie ar^etical compellati^ with 
the actual, approprt^t^ pftiie namejo die infant ef 
llethlebeni, cannot'^^coi^dejced as casual incidents, 
or the inanagemeht ^ vm children were 

named shortly >fter /tbeiiTISlrth, it was , impossible 
that* parental; partiaUty;C^bld' have; so anticipated 
events but of the Qrdivi|iry liourse of nature, as pur- 
posely to adopt* an, characteristic of the 
future man. IVdt this,nailae.wlis to distinguish some 
person who^ should. :make bis' appearance in a public 
manner, for the improvement of the moral condition 
of mankind, is evident from ivhpt follows, where the 
change effected by his influence is o^pared to the 
fertility produced aft^r a copious effusion of rain 
upon a thirsty land, '^^/this is afterwards eNplaiued in 
.a manner very clear and striking in the original He- 
brew, and in the Greek version, diough sadly weak- 
ened in our Bibles i' Jebbvah gave the vi ord, and 
many were diey who evangeliz^.'^ No language 
could more aptly express the comnicncemeiit of the 
Gospel, nor describe, its powerful effects, when, "in 
spite of all optiositioii, and under every disudvontuge,. 
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the preachers of righteousness went* forth and spread 
the truth, “ confirming it by s^s and wonders d<jne 
in the name of the Lord Jesus.” Acts, iv. SO. Tims 
did the Saviour “ ride upoit the heavens,” or ascend 
in the fuUn^ of time, dispelling the darkness of su- 
perstition ain the shadows of the' law ; diflTusing a 
steady light* upon the'inhabitant^ of the .world, and 
maki^ known the way of life, both, {o Jew and 
Gentile, “ pi^cluEg p^e to them wh<^ were afar 
off, and to tltemtfot .w«re'i%h.” E)di.a. 17; In 
vain do the powers die ^rdi confederate to im- 
pede his pro^vss, ahjd to ;|^veni the establishment 
of his kingdom ; .for ' armies flee apace, and 
nothing can preserve ^h places of the 

heathen or the .temfioraty.inslfitutie of Sinai, which 
must all melt aw^ whep-God tkiss^^ in to 

fulfill his promises,, to immortality 

to light throng Word. 

Tiie glory ^f diian4llf>^j|ii|i^|^4t:#t><$^^ccnt1y de* 
acritwdin die hierarchies 

.•nntini.ally .tllBm who 

■ are the hmrs pf t^ji^ots of God 

are twenty rf ■ . -Fr- 

hovah ia>moi^]^^^^P^.|ih^hc>ly pbee." 
But though l^t lUo prin,. 

oipal.ciwra(9(|it|.l0; , Olid they 

were indriid the great 

work <ff that 

event to the of the 

Messiah, yet»^.'|«^^^ ^ oS^<<BPpr<^end». alw tlie 
ias|nred bau4 whi(^^ ipGlv^,gp obscure 

apd unlearned mep to,.i^.«.|ni|}ii||^ formidable as 
the liost of Goo. . <w mesB^ers, went 

forth in the Bovine ppigfiitjt^wtWtDO cAbar ipehpous 
than the force of tradr ai^.||w.denion8tratioii of the 
^irit, Aey Sifcceeded amidst tribulation and dii^cess, 
persecation 'and poverty, peril iand the sword, in 
estabUshii^ Chriiitiaiuty, |o the. confiisioii of Icwish 
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bigoti^ .and the destruction of Heathen iddatry. 
From the various agents engaged itrthis divine work 
of mercy and wisdom, the prophet,' by an el^nt 
transition, turns to address the Universal Kiifg, riding 
with his warlike tiain over the necks of^s enemies, 
and bringing those who were enthfalle^^ supersti- 
tion and sin ".to perfect obedience: ^‘Tliou hast 
ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive ; 
tliou hast received gifts for men; yea, for the rebel- 
lious (or the fallen)' ai^o, that the L^rd God might 
dwell, that is, , be ^hRcHinbjed ahd embodied.” That 
this prediction relates to the ntamfestation of God iii^ 
the flesh, which the Apbatli& lays as the foundation 
of the Christian church, jap^airs frbitt the account of 
the proclamation made by « the heralds of tliis great 
King,^that it the ^^fad ^dinga .concerning the 

Incarnation ; for st^ji^^e.importVf ^heir commis- 
sion, and so‘iibiij^'|6^iihy4h«|a^ Iraiislated, instead 
of the present **. The Lord 

gave the word; them that 

j>ublished iti”" l prospec- 

tive‘ view in its actual' 

RCcompUshfh^t who, 

conformably id v^t of him, rose 

upoti jthe world "^vv^ ^eil£sitial;appelkitive of the 
as bis bxdhiri^' bmng so named of 

the iang^I brforeHe ih^ womb ; and 

the explanation of wliich was tHiisr Announced to his 
Tepiited father bv ‘ tire >sai|ie/iKvii«S’ inteliigeiice. 
Thou shaft calf his name Jesus^ for be shall save 
his people from theiFsini.^ 'Malt. i. ; By virtue 
of tnis name hid iii'scipj^/wc^ and unlearned as they 
were in themselves; were enabled to overcome every 
obstacle which the power and malt^ of man laid in 
the way of their ministij ; and tfius also shall the* 
work fo begun be carri^ bn in every age, and under 
the most unpromisit^ circumstances, till, as the 
Apostle applies this veiy promise, we all come in 
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tile unity of the fiiith, and of the knowlege of tlic Son 
of Uod, unto a perfect luanj unto the measure of 
tlie stature of the fhliness of Christ.” £ph. iv. IS. 


JUNB THE TWENTY-SIXTH. 

THE REIGN OF MESSIAH. 

Psalm Ixxii. IQ. — Biesaed be hu gloriom name for 
ever ! ettd let the eokole earth be Jilled uilh hit 
glory. Amen and amen. 

T’his Psalmi ssJiick n^y resembles the second 
both in matter snd ftMiQ, tn^ be properly entitled 
tiie Inauguration of Solti^iioo. Tne nature *of tim 
allegoiy is the same nrith ^ former ; but the style is 
somewhat dififeeenb' on'aooflMtdi 'of ibe' disparity of 
the subject. - In' tte forb^'S^ ^^layed the pomp 
•nd splendour ■of •vietofl'^V^iin ^ -dlber, the placid 
imagery of peace end' The style of tiie 

seventy-second Pidm Is'^ther^oie.: more calm and 
temperate, but more^oitnidneiital and figurative ; not 
so replete in tfae bitddpeui^bf .peraoB^ciltiou as the 
jecond, but rtUhhr viHWgd(^.#nh; the rich and cheer- 
ful colouru^ of natui^H its most fiourishiif^aiid 
delightful state.. Fiom Ais example some light will 
be thrown upon the. nature of the parabolic style; 
wrhich in particidar appears admirali^ suited to the 
mystic allt^oi^, on accouAtOf its Hiounding so pro- 
fusely in the uarieries of'pieasing iepresmitation. Fur 
as die hnageiy of natwb & et^ily ddlqiied to the ex- 
.pressiou of divine and spirituM ideaa, and.Qf humau ob- 
ject8,a partioilar analogy btsiagobnervableitteach; so 
*it easily adn^ tbat (^ree bf ambiguity whidi seems 
to be essehMally requisite in the figure. 'J'hus the4;um- 
.fHisition by theK nieans becomes strikingly diversified 
and peri^cuous, ap^ioable tp both senses, dnd ub- 
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scurc in neither; uhile, as it fully comprehends 
both parts of the allegory, it may be clearly and dis- 
tinctly applied to one or the other*. But descriptive 
as this sublime ode is of a just and pacific govern- 
inent, and well as it may comport generally witli 
what is recorded of Solomon’s reign, ^nnust strike 
the reader that there* is' in some points a considerable 
diversity between picture and the history, for 
w hicli even oriental hyperbdiisin will hardly be 
allow'ed as ‘ail apology. ‘ 'fhe reign of Solomon was 
indeed reinavkable for wealth . and power, wisdom 
and peace; But .then it wa^ tarnished by apostasy 
and dissoluteness; while the kingdoip predicted in 
this piece is described «s .being uniformly ! glorious, 
and distinguished by tte Divine favour. . The more 
this prophetic .Psafm js/ednsider^^ the more shall 
we be conyiket^that^a g idi^ than Sohnnon is 
the object 6t ifs .whatever may have 

been the gloi^ ,ahd of that monarch’s do- 

minion, it bore no ]prhpori|6it *to the imgesty and 
universality qf the delineated, ^he equity 

of Sedomoks goverpil;i^fit:)^ill^ hari% be questioned, 
and. the api^drar doubted ; but good 

and great it, was the part, even the li- 

cense of poetry would ibt m Ibii description. 

His name shall • endure fitt ever/ his name shall 
contiuiie as the sun; and men shall be blessed in 
him ; all nations shall call him blessi^.” To no 
e'^thly sovereign, ancient or modern, Jewish or 
Clnristian, can this character be given, because fay 
nona was it ever deserved ; foi; though ipany virtuouB 
princes may ha^e proved a blpMng in their, respective 
territories, jet in no sense nan it be said of any, that 
** all iiaiiotur shall call him blessed.” Ijlesides, let the 
feme of Stolomon be as wkle and lasting as it may, 

* ' ' . • - ' ' 

• L6wth, Picket; de'Sam Poefl Hettfkorum, Pr. jut. 
'Ed. AO^haclk. 
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BO religions imE has ei'er been made of his name, 
tfioii^ it is expressly affirmed of the person Irto 
mentioned, that kis name shall be se. slorious in this 
respect, as to unite all the oRtiups of me earth in the 
>voiship of him -^^ho bears it« BUsshig in tlie 
name, is io the Scriptural language equivalent to 
intercession, and dmiotes both supplication and praise, 
which being the highest' acta -of religions sri vice, can 
be ofTbi-ed only to Jehovah. Of this, indeed, the 
most learned doctors In tiie Jemsh iliuich Mere so 
sensible, that tiicy gave a spiritual interpretation to 
this very Psalm; becaiwe,.a8 they say, the name of 
the -Messiah, mmitioae^i^jQ it, is one of the seven 
things that preceded the creatiOQ of tlie vjmrld. But 
that the viboie is a qiysliicf<‘40«|oijiy, p^pears farther 
from the benefits vHtddt by no rhetori- 
cal force of exiwes^on of any earthly 

ruler: ** He‘8bBB.||)aidi‘tfidE^M^‘iim neeny, and 
shall save the' t^pids W* ^ ritall redeem 

then- sold fionl and precious 

shall their blood poor and 

wretched, miterable, are 

indeed t^ <d»jeots1(|#j|M ^ i|tli^^prif favour ; and- to 
them the glad are 8» acceptable, 

that they becoKW' ll HiJ i jjBljfeftlblBcta. of his king- 
dom. 'tVuly ^ttoitriHMilJii^ud Otemal Sove- 

reign, that *^to'Mm rihiil-'ifh .|iivei( ^ thergold of 
Shaba: prayer' wsir 4wli ho made continu- 

ally; and daily; dwH’]^ 1w pnMedt** -llie king of 
Israd, it is iine,s<fid n^vR bhfgage from nfilnesoua 
tributariea hia hag^ tvpuMdion hToiqght even 
gthat priooes, with ^jdpdid jifts,.A'J«ru8ateei, that 
they might hear his wiydom. «|mt l^at this was 
typical vi nml Personage, endowdi'with 

superior knoWl^, no pdaiaasing a mosa ataible and 
extemM is from the predi^tiu^ ibnt 

this taii^ty SovePei||p should be addrekaed contimiully 
aitb ptayer and ptaige ; which was so far from being 
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true of Solomon, tliat the apphcatiou of jt to. him 
niu< 9 i be at vanauoe \Mth the ieiUr ami spirit ot all 
icligioii. in ilini only, of whom tlut king was a 
figim, the whole was iitually veiihed, and it will 
cuntiraie to be so till his redeemed otiea sba!! be 
gathered from all latidS| and eveiy soui Included in 
the covenant of merc^ is sswed frotfi the h«id of the 
oppressor. According to the beantilul imagery of 
this Psjiin, ** there shall.be a bandful of corn in the 
caitli, upon the top^uf the mountains 4 the fiuit 
thereof shall shake Klee Lebanon ; and they ol the city 
shall nourish like grass of the earth/’ Ihi*) fullness 
of the Clospei kingdotni which wiK take place at the 
consummation of all thii^^ is making up daily by 
the glow th 0f the righteous, who, whatever tht world 
may think of tite|ii,are the lil^of the iieid> which in- 
Cl ease and multinly, ftoiullh and produce abundantly 
in the earth, tiiough*^^ ar# despised, and often 
pi isecuted, ^by the- eimiut^; and the powerful; but 
siill of the low^t^of ftps btemed order is it true 
what Inlimte Wisdom hglh declared, ** Even Solo- 
mon in ail bis 61017 sva# Ml arrayad like one of 
lliesc.” Matt, - 


JUNE TfIC TWENTY-SEVENTIL 

TUB piVtME vidroRY. 

Psalm xch ifialt ired3.4p^n fhe Um and 

addfir; the and the dragon shait thou 

. Uumyle aipder jfed. , 

Ir iift7 eMinordinary Co cite UKurniemy of all 
truth as ^commentator ; yet tha evjdc^e is upon re- 
cord that the devil was wml acquaiuted with die pro- 
phecies,"' for he (Quoted them pesdnantly, while be 
. endeavoured to pieveut tbeir m;com]^ishnient. Tlie 
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guilty will often supply laiigun^c to ihoir own rlv!'- 
raclcr Mliich was never iuleiKltd for tlicm ; but lioin 
the beginning of revelation the tniipter was continu- 
ally upon the watch to discover \tfhat further should 
be imparted relative to the sentence w hich tlireatcned 
liis dtstruction. Knowing that all Scripture is given 
by iuspiration of God, he made hiinseif acquainted 
M'ith these oracles, that be might evade their force, 
or pervert them to hiS own qyil purposes. When, 
the refore, the Redeemer * came in the .flesh, and was 
exposed to the arts of the deceiver, who ielt his Di- 
vinity with6ut'kiK)Aving- Of beittg acquainted with his 
designd,^ and the extent of, bis power, this subtle ad- 
versary assailed the object of his “ dread Vith argu- 
ments drawn from the prophecies, evidently that ho 
might discover whether ^ibis was the person destined 
to repair the ruins df the fktt, by . curbing the power 
of the usurper. * ^ , 

Ever feaiful of the elttCUtioaT of .what had been 
denounced, aware, anointed by 

the Holy Ghost was dedf^^d m Ae Son of God, 
the evil spirit assauhed bji|| tinder vtuious forms, and 
desired him, in an inshiap^R^'^ad^ess, to prove his 
mission, by casting Inmsclf down from the battle- 
ments of the temple. To induce the meek and low ly 
Jesus to undertake this ventufUils trial df bis superna- 
tural power, the wily seducer quoted that ptissage of 
the Psalm before us, He shall give his angels 
charge over thee, to keep tb^ ifev ali thy \va>s. 
'i'hey ihali bear tliee up in dieir band, lest thou daibh 
tby foot against a stone.’^ If tliis^ presumptuous 
audacity of Satan excites astonishment, and if 
any be disposed to inquire what could be the tnotive 
of the fiend mRke such a proposal, the sotution 
will be readUy obtained by attending to the verse 
which follows, Itiou sbalt tread upon the Iron and 
adder ; the young lion and dragon shalt thou trample 
under feet.” .Tbc author of ml mischief knew well 
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tliat this was an aniplificalion of the original pronpise, 
which doomed .hini to an* execration and less in- 
finitely more degrading and painful than lus first 
prostration : ** LIpoii tliy belly shall thou go/ and 
dust shalt tlnni eat ail the days of thy lives. . And 1 
M'ill put enmity betweai thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and^lier seed. He shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shaft bruise his beci.^’ The devil, 
then, like an acute logician, did not go about to deny 
the Divine authority .^of the Psalm, but he sought to 
.avoid the accomplishment of it, and accordingly he 
warily exerted ms utmost faculty in discovering who 
tlie warrior might be, that, hi ham^n nature, was to 
hitlict upon Mm the mortal v^und. For this purpose 
he contrived' to letnfit our liord, by intimating the 
propriety of )iis rating iijpoti the declaration here 
given, that he was safe in the Divine pro- 

tection, even if he . precipitated himself frcmi the 
eminence where they then . stood, in public view, 
lie did not ask the extf^ordinary Person with whom 
lie held discourse, #liet|er he was the seed of the 
woman originally^pHMics^,. or the victor described 
by the Psalmist'^ trCad^ down by bis innate 
strength the powers of ^kntsa, ' emblematised by 
the fiercest and ni'^rat of all the animal ^ 

tribes, llie reduplicatteii dlple'^ promise showed its 
certainty, and gav.e ussuranci^ of the eff^tual triumph 
which the Mighty One should gain over the tre- 
iiieiidoiis being whfa whom be was to enter tlie lists. * 
Satan’s object was |i>. ascertain thn < real character 
of his antagonist, while as yet there migbt^be some 
change of jieryerring him alfO mto an act of disobe- 
dience. He confessed, then, tliis suggestion, that 
tlio Messiah was the subject of thw jlmplietic ode 
\ylnch he quoted; and ^tasiiitig Jesus to prove his 
title, he betraj^ed his apprehensions that the time 
was now come Wiran the seed of Ihe^w^an would 
destroy his ilominioo> after tran||>Iing^"ppoii him and 
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liis legions. The allegorical language of Scripture 
was perfectly comprehended by the enemy of righte- 
ousness ; and though a liar fi'oni tlie beginning, ho 
had not the folly to deny that he was the old serpent 
and tlie dragon, cursed for his aeductioii^ of man by 
the voice of Uie Almighty, and tnenaced with greater 
perdition hy the wort of ' prophejej^ , 7]6.8uch an 
expounder, then, we may profitfibly attend, when 
wc lind him interprethig and applying Uiosc oracular 
declarations which reia^tetTjtb bis own leftlignaut works 
and dismal prospects* ^ \ ^ ‘ 

Wltiat an excellent divine , hath observed* upon this 
prophecy, and bn. |he 4^ira , application, of Jt) is so 
fiill to the points tW Otherwise 

than edified byUsren^ml jnbvins . oienU^ the 

passage b;^ which the 

learned wiiter considered 

in themselves^ ^ngnage a pro<t 

mise of .God’s^pro^idei^e*!^ person 

to whom they a^ be applied 

with great ]^pii|i^jr 0,.^ to any 

other good God* How 

came the words as 

belonging only to l^i v8id w^:'!6> :1>e the Son of 
God? From be could not 

collect this ; tinner };haiWcter in the 

very next same person, 

which he cOuM not | for ^s Person, o\er 

whom the afi^la Wi^re to &av!g,:d^P^ * to tread 

^ upon the Iion^lM^\idder ; aifli^yaung lion aud 
Vthe dragon to traippie JAo knew: by 

dus inark to whooi diis whole propltecy belonged; 
he could not forget who was to bruise his head ; 
and though he. jpivoid^ to ask bur Lord dhectly, 
whether 1^ ^ tb^t.p^uaou who was to biuise his 

* The word transited lion^ iignific8» to the opioioa of 
Bocharti akhii'Oflerpciit* 
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head ; yet he did the same thing covertly, by trying 
whether another part of .the prophecy would be 
owned by him as belonging to hinuelf. If trampling 
liic lioii, and Idie adder, and the dragon, under feet, 
had meant no more than that the sons of Adam and 
live slmtild now and then destroy the serpents of the 
licid, the tempter wbuld have had no reason to sup- 
pose that be, mo -was to trampfeon the dragon, w as 
to be the Son Hxdc into tiie world, 

where sin and death' ^m'ld.'VuIe widi absolute do- 
minion, and apppar iiK ill ^tlM. forms of violence, 
Cirand, fUitl tniqujt^i without number, 

and iu tDiaeiies. al^iu to be de- 
scribed : we thii#wa^ proof of the com- 

Action of prop^cy of thp fall. 

The bcel pf tbolsOM ; Inu been, and 

will contimie td be, si^iii^djt ^rais^ 'tilt death, the 
last enemy, sfadl other «de, the 

cliildren of the.luumS^llfo^1^itt^lMeemed by the 
blood of Christ, up’to die many 

trials that surrouii4.dba^pa,^^a^ttamce of God’s 
TIoly Spirit, to behihw immortality. And 
the tiwe ts baafthilg whS^ll^^.of Man will come 
forth, andsliaU ap- 
pear in full TOwerif 'im^^’ Father, to 

subdue afl wiii..aiM^^;.'^|||^''lHiaiI^t^ **'dragon« 
that old serpen^ devil and Satan,” be 

fast bound, *Sain caitt' inliv^ laki-td fire and brim- 
stone:” and thetjifflginanta 'denounced against . 

the wtbliediMBS their - completion, 

*' ev^ curacr.aMI ehalL )|>e toss of 


Hie oadediighi out 
tnnsUMoa ft, W^nd^therc' ihitfK aa.i%(j|Kettrset’^ as if 
the weeds coataiikd w sistdwiipifgjtM^ any niw car»e. 
But the tnie mesniiig is,'tiMit every euntellwuia cease j that 
tlw <^irse of tte .fidl, which ^ been wyphiaa in at) gene- 
latfams, and aQ others broui^t^pon lliaciittL should be 


K 


Wh. II. 
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the fdl be repaired, Paradiscile restored, and Uie tree 
of life shall yield her fruit again; and the leaves 
thereof shall be “ for the healing of the nations 


JUNE THE TWENTY- EIGHTH. 

THK SONG OF TRIUMPH. 

Psalm xcv. i.— O come^ Jtt us sht^ unio fhe Lard; 
lid us makii a ^ noise iu ihi ikuc!: of our 
salvation. 

Though the Psalms are more familiarized to ns by 
1 he devotional use \\hich is properly mtide of them, 
than any other part of llie Sacicci X’nunne, ii Is to 
be feared that huiiliuie roinix/silio!*!: an* l;ut 

little understood, m-jM * stnous r;.‘ ui ,, v.Lt) 

repeat tliem daily, ami i, \. v convviv^ui .‘i 
^tire collection. ** Coiti he \ rn - 

tioDS^ and depraved liis j- » . r 
sible to the beauty of the H * ' > . 

it appears under all the dUa • 

into languages, wlucb:are too . ..ud ^ 

equal its vebefneiitH^''"^ ' ire too ^.onhued ^tnd mea- 
sured ade^tely i^ress ' Uk^ splendour of its 
iraageiT. But die priiicq^ ^use why then.* heavenly 
lyrics lose^ SCI effect is this, that as 

most reader! the literal sense, they 

miss thjM; , spirit ui6ri^ Ijpves ^ to the song, and 
senders it aSvComfc^a|^e wd mfiructiye to the Chris- 
tian,, as it, was to the dmirch. If some of 

these odes attract t^didiiation on aceoinit of i^eir 

— . ' i wj Sifr M - 

utta^ly esct^atttisliacl, ia ^asq^ee of tbe rathre defeat of 
the old serpefft ar^ of the Son of Man. 

e Bldu^ 8her)o(^csi the, Inteot of trop^oj, 

AppddiXf P« $ 0 $, edt 1749- 
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peculiar sublimity, olh^s embarrass the mind by tlicir 
obscurity; and even in those Psalms v^hich charm 
llie soiil hy the energetic di'splay of the Divine good- 
ness, and teach it to n fy upon the promises of God 
with full assurance of faith, not a few difticulties oc- 
cur from the abrupt jtraiusi^ ions to circumstances and 
institutions, that seem to have no connexion ^\il]l 
the general stilijett. Uut most^ if not all of iheso 
pn i)l< 'lities, aiise from the want of considering the 
whole v.o!!« rtion ni a proplietic !* ht ; as referring to 
autdliLT disjH i - »tio‘ . of which the history and or- 
c1:.oances of Isi ;.*.* \vl . mere ty|>es or figurative signs. 
^<>\v ns it is only by !i-.’Ai*ig those compOHitions our 
own, that we can ikrr.e any spiritual light and edn- 
sohi.tou from them , tr. do this we must, in the 
f.M' of a vtiy |/ ..is win- » ^abjlitiite the 
Ml' n>r liui law, the 

rl;?r .‘istiaii ioi * • - . M./I, taid the enemies 

- i • diC oilier By con- 

<!. i I . je >) view/Uiid looking 

ti.' ^ i ng tor the symbolical 

’ lilt* kaercies here celebrated 

...i . . . .iuch greater blessings, which 
bt loiig til I .veil the complaints and impre- 
calioiis, uttered widi the bitternfss of sorrow and 
the vehemence of rcseiitinent, W'ill be edifying, as 
predictive of the siifferinp of Christ and llie destruc- 
tion of his adversaries, 'ifaus in the evangelical ap- 
plication of the Psalms, Ihre shall find our faith 
strengthened by the continual eulargenient of Divine 
kiiowlege ; w'hich will coutril^te equally to the com- 
fort of oiu^^ miiidsi iu every vicissitude of life, and to 
the right direction of our practice in t|!|^ way of holi- 
ness; for oiie excellence of a peewiar kind dis- 
tinguishes these holy songs, that while jhey are pur- 

*See Preface to Bishop Home’s invaluable Commentarf, 
p. xxvii. 
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posely written, tor the use ofifte church in her |niblSc- 
asseuiMies ; they are also adapted to the particular 
use of every hidivkhtal in bis solitary hours of medi- 
tation and prayer, study and buaiuess. When, 'diere* 
fore, we are ei^ged in repea&qp these tmpired 
compositions during the service of the 8am:tttary, we 
may most profitably tnm tfa^* into matter of 
prayer and thaokfuhlcss, ^ted! to'oorpwn case and 
Gotiditidn ; because' diCNs^'li^lriug^ in the whole col- 
lection but what relates t6>.^at great salvalioili, in 
which we liave'ell. 'interest. To mention 

ill one instance only, ^tihe^ninel^'fiAh I^mlpi is that 
which most fre^neh^ weMiis in 4^ 'public devotions, 
and wisely has it been.olKiim fd;ljiiiee4^ of tlie 
other hymns, becaose 'all the rest, 

states and ex^ains the doili^iaHt' which w e are 
enabled to die pilki^^fnMr^ ti> believers in 

the w'urd of profdme^. . Twrnil^tful poem b«?gins 
with a mutod caK siiid te^t^idn ' to tsome before 
Jehovah with a jahK of snid tn rejoice in his 

pieseiKe,' beenise t|)#&)*ck of Our Salvation. 
The Gospd is tl^ngs joy to ^ people, s<> 

that th^. who wimde^ Ic3^kuc8s> .Ckiofy and inii- 
delity,'afe hereby eternal 
truth, and et«8ttid<iiii^^ll|ih^^h^ Pirist Jesus, 
'On this eccoUm'l^hm^^pl^id^Cda' exmess Uie 
gratitude of- redaMHed 'tdnadil^wwtH^ nim -who 
ndeth over d} thd onh^^thl whedier 

they are the angda V ^ Ms w^ill> <w Uie 

diemoos that oppose vMlIase han# am the 

recessesof the nriisHbiewiiHhl'iic^^ tSie various 
regiotu of the earth.| fitHn wwmi die derive 

their strength, and who’oeatrouls Md' iBreeta»uni« 
verssi nettue, ''. Well, ^Mtrefoie, are yvd^ inri^ to 
bow arid liied befora'.t6c Divine Mi^ee^'of this 
tremendous dPi Self-existient Bring ; but diis we are 
mom partieuiarly.icriled upon to do, because he is in 
» near rad specud matmer our Maker aud Jiord. 
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We wcrfc dead, and be'^ath fevived lu; we weie loot, 
and he hath mercifully soi^lit us out IH thatfstale of 
misery to winch the ml of the first man reduced all 
his posterity ; hut dns is oow our God, 

and ue are^e peopde of Ids postine, and die sheep 
of Ins hand." !llns is iiideM the most poueriul 
reason why we sbodld assemble together in the courts 
of hit- howN^ and ^ler the sacridce of eur hearts 
with one acern^ p w IMIWO who hath ** delivered 
us from die Imndf pit eiterai4i» that we might 
serve him withoot in helineseapd righteousness 
before iMm^ airthe dhya of our Imkd, i. 14 , 75 . 

Behw4N9t.MvedJreAt'dMf^ tndKagnewedto divine 


life by thtt iMwt|hlyJte(|eN waer ii|W»Jaie become his 

pmt 

and ootw^^S^^^^r»»i3£d ppofe wbieh he 
gave of hit Cnv«^^ fbo faia^.of Inrael.remsaned 
hardened ; itp thg^nstead of gjdiatowlsigiiM; his wa^, 
or confessing hfaiklo hddk^ hv foQodrii^ him 
in the course lie poinhid'oii^ Uiey sealed their 
derelicdoo by dut' ioid of Life. WelU 

therefoso, ate v|l warned in du4 Ftelm to avoid 
dim fete, by inaM% n dp ipjMroveintstt of our day, 
which nppw the bright and gjorieus period of (j|hris> 
tianity, ttie l»st dispeosadon of ligltt «td iminortality 
hrmnt^Uld to* man. And tihef >• thuei^rewed to 
the eweettve bop of tldte who .nudie up the out- 
ward and vuible muich,''MhMt of coupte ha an urgent 
and prewing cautien to cveiv tndivMual wbp 
comes within hearing of the jqpfuf sound ; and ao the 
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■uhole proplietic hymn is interpreted, and 

solemnly applied ijy an cvangeiical expositor: 'Fake 
heed, Ineihren, lest there be in any of you an evil 
li<*au of unbelief, ii> departing ' from the living Ciod. 
But exhort one am>ther daily while it- w called Co- 
da} ; lest any of you bedi^rdened through the deceit- 
luhicM of aim^’ A^h.4ii. . 


JUNE, tfip: :WENTV-N0ITH. 

TB^ EicTjotS'^oT ' 

Pnilm cs. MhtAJhe'tlUHiigia thi doy 

of pomtiv m 4 m 



tht leoAmf tip, 
jfoiaii 

That^m 
cannot I m 
toORvUi, 
tobe 
if we haii not tii0.i 
for the application 


tijf 

ytwiri u 
lOribea it 
of Unit king 
Tbiia, 
interpreter 
penoD, it would 


appear ecMent tbit tite wfadle4ewription belongs to 
aonie higher titan wwtitily splendour, and the 

con^Hefto oS teiB]p<ml sovafeigps. No language, 
poetaal or prophetic, would ever hike such a iotty 
tiil^t at to eaalt any mortal king to a participation 
in thetiwaneof the Meat Htgif; yet it is obvious 
tiiM tite Bnier, wboee pv«^ and thmioMMi constitute 
the entiw titeine of this poem, obttuns a, seat at the 
light band of God, wbare he adminiateM Justice, aub- 
<1^ eneouea, ai^ by the power of tiie Spirit 
gatitera.sultiectB, hnmmeiable as the drops oi mom- 
tag dew. Here is an accumulation of imagea wbub 
opm to the mind an imtneaaiirable seane of gloiy, in 
aroicb, tbougli taaoy parte are easily to be compre- 
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Iicndcd, others are so august, brilliant, and cfxtended, 
as to render it utterly impossible for the imagination 
so to enlarge its views as to form an adequate con- 
ecplioii of the mighty empire^ Wlien . llic father of 
the faithful received the^^covenant of promise, he 
was told that the st^'rs ivbiclihe beheld ip that cloud- 
less hemlsj^ere should not exceed in number the 
Hne of his posteri^ ;<ind that the seed emphatieally 
to proceed from ni&V or hj whom all the 

nations of earth mre to be blessed, should pos- 
sess the gate, df hii Gen. Kxii. 17. 

declaintiofi edrieapbiuklwith ^b,kh is here made 
by JdiovalLtQ iThy people shall 

be witlifq( in tlie bennties of 

holiness; thou bast 

the dew:«if:jttiy cofifiised as this 

reading is,Htip the' Original, 

as to* show foretold will not 

only lie iidiifeilWRMp(W be 

affirmed that all this 

cOnntlem ibdljl^lWgrtlHnil^^ sentiments of 

loyalty, uM hOlinen. It must be 

coitfeased, Hldeeilfr'dM^ ii| one of those 

whkb, fihoimiieir^kiitWe dSfficuIty, have so straligely 
emhirtasied (randitora and* critics,- that their dt- 
teinpts dl itapbnaddn^ iidtOiiid of cl^ring the sense, 
have incraned the perplexity. The vulgar Xatin, by 
partly followiiig ' tlie Greeb> has made a peifect 
eii%ma of tbe^pr^ction in this straqge manner, 
- The begihnhligwae With the$, the day of thy virtue, 
Iti the sptendour qf^^the'^iilb : I have begotten thee 
Srdm the woinb, befofe die ihorhing star.** As the 
origmd^jjjdVea no wiir'ran€ 'to this very remarkable 
retdSnl^^ ^foiist be disOitssec^,^ to take place with 
other Which pious zeal or officious 
criticimi has endeavoliwl'^o footer upon the ^i'acred 
Oracles. Ttie style of these writings is indeed richly 
metaphoAcal, so that the same, object is frequently 
« 4 
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reprinted under ^rious figures, that seem to have 
MO possible affinity t yet when they arc separately 
and carefully examined, it will be found that titcy 
have all an appropriate beauty, and ^ material con- 
nexion, with tlm busniesi of the piece.hi which they 
are introduced.- 'l^is appears to be the case in the 
passage under consideration, - tlie literal ySMstructien 
of .which majr be es IbHitvre Tliy mtdthude shall 
come to thee imauteous 

ill holiness front Uie dttming, thy 

youth is to thee de- 

scribed in' diia i^ai’i[My'|tei^CTas«cldrisf^''M'm 
up of the 

We see ' abd a 

priest; Whose reign 
e.Yteud8 over- dU ; 

who judges > 

whose pjogtaMf-^ -'^ ijiji ifip iilM fiATmMbble 

oppontuHr, domhtiun 

universal. 

and vast- 'lad ^ ew f diii^jli lwI pl ipSwili^ is 

obliged to of' trial, 

figured h^ brook in file 

way,** whidi deaolfiiiil^|il|pHii^i|(i%U< sinless 
infirmities of nt»o1 ;idiitlB rip i fli i l i > l<wt^Stete ^ hu- 
miliation, befiMts haodr head over all 

things, to the chmch, ‘wh^^jk^.hoityi the IhlHiess 
of Him fiiat.iiiiellt. alLio i. S3. 

This comfKdioiisiue.yMiw ofvfiio^tahu enables us to 
ascertain both the pdnpn .1^ -whoip the prc^ecy 
rdates, and the precifo i^yuficMion of the p^i^e, 
where his subjects are. -Produced at' multiplying 
from an insjgnificaiit. timber to a pouiitless host. 
'Ibe dayspriiqg,- Or monuug light, is-,a pini^hettc 
appcHative of the Measidi, and one more beautiAil 
could not have bem ad^^ed, aa being most expres- 
sive of the moral atate .bf fiie world before and after 
his advent. The -ebuneb, in the lefal dispeiiMtiun, 
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was continutdl; looking out for. die comii^; of her 
Redeemer, and saying, 1. wait for the I^rd, my 
soul doth wait, and in his word do I hope. My soul 
waiteth for tte Lord more than they that watch for 
the mortiii^.” Ps. cxxxi' 5t,6.^ 'Hence we find, that 
as the fiitllness time drew- nigh, there were devout 
persons]^. J^^-ateu %id won;^,. who, by an attentive 
exanfiaatmil of^tisB ^^^ieeiiBS, bad such- an insighl 
into them •a> .to lootf di|i^ for the. consolation of 
Israel, ' ht^ Ipctdbers the wonderfiil Infiuit 

was lufil|^.'ftiH^'TBpttfre ..w1ten he made his appear- 
ance iD"^ '|0Bi^,-,tiHid of the.xeqerable saints 
thus bi^tii^'di;t.j.|itif>lltna$liite^^-l^^ lived 

to OribMm wbidk was never 

toend iift.tW^i^^^mltfyhoildd^jbe'jfiUcd'U'ith the 
Savion^ cgleii^f lettest thoo tlfy 

seiTiihtt < 1 ^) 11 %*% ' IwW^ mi^ oWB iig. to tbjrword; for 

LAke, -ii. f29,90. 

Frbimt^i^ the flesh, till 

the ^w to descend^ 

though tb.’Wan dp6iif|||il|^^%iifhm by 

the blesriiligi -. A werb-gathered* 

to hhn }' but ''4liy infli^ee to 
rvcoiniiieid' « nm^sJuilMli^ofvlf^^ were 

void of die tri^hiyiad mg |||p a i iy d«ffeis a ty.-to shake 
old piejudiees aad^milMfiidl*^ Din 
vine powpr-i 

ing clmmgwatt8-d>jBW<ihsflty~'4j^^ bef^-lliein 

butiwqiRyMBiid!0|NKn;^|if,M to' 

propaMd'the 

of- nit Oin)oaition'#oi4&pB^ an- 

inteittted'MKstlKNidii'Miltttd^'i^ enknme 

tbe 'gl^ 4idSngs bf Bfe ^aid? iasiwiAli^. hitb the 
reg^Btf Of pagan datfcnmor-ow rf^^ even 

in the vei^ temfAa^andwonljttldg JK wiadum of the 
sQphiatt in dhe>8dMMk ^f- sofidEKeei, -Thus the fa^ 
light /wfaidi dawnad. upoii';^ilsh. Increnfied tilf- Uv 
* K.a 
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spread over the Roman empire, and following the 
order of Providence in the civilization of man, it 
penetrated into every part of the known world ; not 
only unaided b> any ht4|mi art or pbwer, but even 
with every disadvantage arising from the jealousy and 
cruelty of the established authorities, which were 
every where exerted to prevent its prtwesk !Nor 
will the prophecy, which began to be fulfilled hi the 
ministration of dioscwto i^ceiyed their commission 
immediately from the n^n Saviour, ever fhil to 
be w ithout witnesses ; ^bui it wtil go on gathering 
fresh proofir continually of its Divine ^authority and 
accotiiplishment, till the whole is completed by the 
voice of the triumphaiHf kitsch hi heaven, saying, 
I1ie kingdoms of tfaii world^are become the king- 
donis of our Lord, and of ]iU\vCbrist ; and he shall 
jfcfgn for ever and 15.; * 


JUNE TaE.-v^#i 

THE or BBA^Y. 

Psalm cxxxiii. end hote 

pleasant it is jor iftihren iii together in 

unity I ' . : ‘ 

W^mNiour UW)^ Ldrd wAs appraarbtng bis Inst 
conflict, he pt^a^d the lrd^»ds or bis iHsc^lcs for 
the stormy se^ of troiibie libdMplimtioa, Jin wi act 
of coiidesretwioii, Oitfl 1|>y Iwji^'dowii MW> of 
whU'b that «ct an aliriM^ 'esutniple, A nevr 
commandment 1 give nnto youV tbid '^^iove one 
anot^r; as I have liinmd,fb«, ^t yaTolso love 
one another.” Jdbii,‘ xi0I j$4/' This is called 

new, not because me senmiM of britmdly all'f^tioii 
was then for the first tilRe inculcated, but l><^ise it 
was vmforced upon »’ pAnciple, and recommended 
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hy a native- hitherto unknown. The members of 
tliis coipniunity were enjoined to love, one another, .as 
partakers of the same ^rar&,. and with a sympslthetic 
feeling, corre^mfiii^ jn-.iBp^ sen^'to that by which 
one portion of the animal , ir^e imports the sensation 
of paii^r pi'eamre to the test “ this,” say's the 
Head, ." sliiilt all men know that ye are ipy 
disciples, if ye loife poi another;” wd truly, for in 
this manner only cotild Anjh'exfaibit the evidences of 
that ntalhy, which ia.ill^vijiMrom a union with Him 
whoismphaticoUyc'aUed tbe Treedf Life. Thus 
the commaiHlment 'M not OB^' new, but immutable 
mid umyertul ; ctcrnid.iii'iH>obt^tioo; and impera- 
tive upcm’aUwlitfbeli^^.lCbnstian name, of what- 
ever condkMia4dkd>1i6li^yCT aSluSted; 'whether "high 
or low, <riidi or ’iiddr^Ts^ieOaiwe. the sttme Lord is ^ 
" Mailer of xsii. $. That man 

should sicttiBted;h^r 4 of liberality towards 

all of hh bt^a IthMc ^^fj w M iy rf fple, which the very 
lieathen h^ye gthei^ra^M^ildvie^Nli and thoir pages 
bare kdipsiri^y t|i$; Goapel precept 

goes inh^tmy beyitiHtf refined ethics, by 

the htjuaioiTikV that rop||^.saio(her aa 

Chri8tJia^\^i^^^j^>'^Pwiiifei^^ which 

wekre ctdfed"uS^^-j.id^j|io-d^i^ tem- 
pers, and by . wMehk** tb conduct, 

wiw the spontanetida^lni^tdiatiop ef iit mind to save 
beings ignontajW.tl>^'OVFn<w’tlf[fhnd state; and an 
offer of 'au^unusieiii, hm^Ilfurt,. ‘t6 endure the cx- 

trenii^ of laiwiy hi, theif'..iisti^ie/ that' h^ might re- 
store them, ‘to dbe and raise them to 

.a state of peF&cUmi andihappiness. ’I'he objects of 
this unpamllded beneficence, so-fw .fimm posseMuig 
any virti^to ragominMid dwMbwefe, on tbecmitrary, 
all defitedl‘by tta, 'iuid had no indtotiun of them- 
aeltm 1o be ds^vctcd out of that thirkiwss and Cor- 
ruption in wimh Uiey wero.^folien<' .V^hatever tra- 
ditiunaiy notices any of tbeoi itt^ht Vnvn bud of a 
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more exalted condition, or glimmering po'ceptiomof 
thosd duties. which coidd aione prepare men for an- 
other life ; they had no means of attaining the p^on 
of conscious guilt, ^o^ef «oquiril^;• that holiness, 
without which nOttsflrtdif It . aee the lAttcL** Heb. 
x'i. 14. Such. were.4ie. peNons tosiEmds whom tlie 
Saviour 'extended>fhia compaaaioni .in the wffretual 
manifestatitm wtachiit n ewaWt r;; according. to 
the mysterious |dao of UiO- Divine govonment, that 
he diould suffer'A yoh^iytidepiSation. .apd pass 
terongh tfae.vaifieikf of^actdvie-iluiifl^^ in 

fotthem^em-lhstii^l'UhtaOttR^ .Wett^.iifaerefore, 
might he say W hjrfoBow^ ><iViehavB not «:hosen 
me, but 1 fawre4di)|iML>«^||^^ yoO,. tint 

ye should go «ad bad dicy 

possessed the.ppireir.ta^R^i|M^'^.^4^Ft)M^ 
wards this peat yito4irvl|^pii^t^V0' from 
the fullness .of his from 

the value nf 'hit 

]ai^;uage of- llin wi^^ 

stretch, .. ghrilib.iliwi|a|i^^ v.-d*); 

the rOil^pH ' suf- 

fiqewthf.<!feay>-4wife^i|ii ii5W^^ -wc ware 

sinnere, aqanu^ IfeBrereised, not 

only towmds /o f /aith, 

die Qfspd, 

under various several ex- 

peasive.- figmlMi. li' ulMt'.pMCRf.Hi».|3faurdi ‘so col- 
lected out.^'-.ad ^laiidsVlbud .asmentM ^together by^ 
the|K>wcr 'of4lie Divipe o^ipidt,- -is called dte “ Pt r- 
feettoh of'JBowtjr,*’ iMKanae ihc preaeuip of God 
shuienthcte^ ^ wioMMioifi^ ** fadbed^ itii sidms 
tcwedier ttoto.lHJ» ; ..those ^t Ipsae madd ii’tmveDant 
with him % sacrince.’’.'/'l^ i. 2, 5.' 'The tPsalm 
ttefore us comt>rre«Bs '#u,ii MiwiU compass all the 




are i|y<^tadlror ** giveth to all 

men liberally liot.'* Jantee, i. 5 . But 

wliatever they to |«Mve |ir9m Uw Fountain of Holi* 
nm and Wiadkim ^ tlto gaiend benefit ; and of 
diU the prmdwt anuaen^H when he dcMribed the 
blcssiog of unity Ha rOllMaWi^ the cojpious ** dew 
of ikniio»deaoeiMl^'u|KHi (he monnla^of Zion 
the ahowen eC wincfi ai« equally refrethiiig to the 
luhabUaniti and bene^tal ki proitioting vegetafion. 
Man k..jjaot born for hinttelft buti'he ia nla^ in a 
wuild, md among eOonexioiMa urluch nn^ it neoea. 
wry for bim to exdrt faia bodu; aud mental fimtdtiea 
in Um aemcoof his fidlow<creitoiro(b ifhe expacta to 
obtain asalfouice fiFom thaifi in the m^r concerns 
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religion : this is more especially the province and Hie 
duty of him vi'ho has been brought into the lib^’i ty of 
the sons of Ciod ; for the Christian life is a stale of 
warfcite and of labour, ^liich cannot carried on to 
a successful issue without unity, obedience, and cir-* 
ciimsp^ctioii. Let its, then, as we value our pri* 
vilegcs in this world, and our hopes of acceptance in 
the other, attend constantly to declaration of Him 
who is the way, the*4rti^^ atid the life: If ye 
keep my commandinents, ye^all abide tn my love; 
e^n as I have kcpt'my Father*s coimnaodoieiitB atid 
abide in his love*’’ Jolm^av« lO* 


JULY THE ^FiRST; 

THE , 

Proverbs, i. jne//A^ar^ and will 

increase kaMingy ^ 4ndersi(fmlmg 

shall attain junta imae ;,to 'ttndmtund a 

proverb^ and of the 

wise and their . ^ 

I HIS invaluable con- 

tains rules fdjr the condikct^^lm^ in every age and 
condition, suited ^ to ^11' the;CH^i^ ^iiich 

man can be placed, to one 

country. as. to another* \3ii| tbe^oollectipn seems to 
be ref;arded by too fnaity lb no Iti^her light than as 
a misrelhiny of mbre moral^bpborisnis i(oa aCtfle ob- 
servations;. the fniita of long experience and the’ 
gleanings of ancient wtsdomt .llie .title, fhdeed, 

w hich is j^veh in our 0>tdcs to these, words of the vvi^ 
and their ilark speeches, carrbs the'" mind no farther 
dian to the consideration of a body of Ethics, coin- 
priz^ in posHive axioms^f fixed authority and direc- 
tions of general interest bud utility, Bui the origmsl 
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inscription conveys the idea of something more ex- 
tensive, when it denominates the ■ contents, of this 
book, commanding sentences, or judicial decrees ; 
v^’hicli, according to the pt d^ nary discourse, re- 
quire a closer application and^Pl^r study to iitidtr* 
stand, than cotdd j^roperly iNrlm of mete adages or 
proverbs, whose very character 19 clearness and 
simplicity. 'Now thie aoiemiHty of this itilroduc- 
tioii would ill suit the fCcMowing subjects, if they 
were no more than a set Of sedteiitious remarks upon 
fauinan life and manners, monttiofis for the govern- 
ment of tbe.passioiis, and precepts for the regulation 
of the cpnduct. Sdeh inaxichs and cautions are 
no doubt abundant, aid ko' such a degree that m 
entire system of moihHty - might be, compiled from 
this book aloha ^ rendered effec- 
tual and perfaof b^^a of the principle which 

runs thn>u^the;;^Wd, pniiler the emphatic name of 
nvisdom. J)na]i|ktpm^,m;«ea^i7 for this stnfty, 
and the eff^tti of; and perseve* 

ranee,, are jitated sij^ciactk to ^Itow that 

the science here /^nndlte and pru- 

dential ** A arise id|iWjiiii|||.lteac,<',aiM will increase 
learning: aijd a n^^f;'^Me{ 8 tsiBding 's^ll attain 
unto wisc'counada^. tpywi^liEatliAnd a proml^and the 
interpretation, the 'v;roid$ df/the wire their dark 
sayings.” /l 1 he wtricete lapirttelr of do^ne,- which 
the royal a'jproyerb, he inint^iately 

afterwards termt a .oail: d|»a«ch, to understand the 
intorprrtjttirm oi wh^ we nuMt diligently attend to 
the w 6 rds of dw w^., t'lntesd'dbscutc sr^logs, then, 
•are not pUUl’ truths, coM#r|ting the obl%atioiu of 
man and hia Mdative.dhi^^ bat-in, steries of spiritual 
import, that 'eSkplica^on .of ' inspired wis- 

dom. Thit very chapter exlubi^ one of those mystic 
secrets, in Ae 'ullegurica| rcpi^wntatiott of a state 
whose inbaliitants tire to stath in (tepravity and infi- 
delity, as nol only' to reject the call of 'Wisdom, here 
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personified in the most amisble form,, but l^ing iit 
wait for the innocent,' and delightii^ in the prospect 
of being glutted with (be blood of their victim. 

we contemj^te .^is extrilordinar> scene of 
wickedness, and voice.of wisdom invitii^ the 

nnners, without cpo^fo turn fro^ dieir evil ways, 
and to receive tbe obanang sind heafiog virtue of the 
Spirit, here coofHHned to-.a ct^iqus. stteam' fiowh^ 
from an inexhaastible^f«iiii^(i,’.p^ih^ our dfpugbts 
may be carried forwards^ lo that 1*- laMrund great day 
of the feast, wheu4«iUjljKd^ dQdtb^^ Sf^h^ if 
any man thirsty kk ,him .ijeoina iPiritO; me-zatid mdi, . 
He diat-lielievcfh dljjhet'ito'fifo, Sonpipire hath s^td^i 
out of bis belh 

]^t this s|)ake oe^ ^ 

lieveon him dmiddf«cmu^f!iihibb^o1y .juho8t was 
not yet j^ven ; becaoitifiki^ii]^Mfiip.dtW yet glori- 


fied.” John, vir. 37’ 
the chaiacter of a 
nity in the d8y.<tf ni 
the detMtneiatmiiij^, 
i^piinrt tbem -fisr jf 
*f ikeaiise 1. hiisiid'' 
strett^ed out 
ye have^aM at 
of my reproof 
will mock.jnhw 

Speakar j&anitiaiii|. wdielievers and 

persecntoissafiih 
feithful- vhaoj^las ; “ dfipr i j|sa! 
siim^ dilii a%' Ibmn, aafildia.'presperity.rnf foots 
shwldeslKey diotn. Bkt'wfiosohfinfaneth'uoto me 
dtaU.dmdl sofidly, andhtedl he (jjwt dam of 

«h 1”. In the w%dagc^l^vnMd^ 
ofCkidhnd^straiedgHfinifiln^tmddeh^^ Him 
** fav whonkib* woilds wetfi-miM) is sphstan- 
fiaHy^lfae b^q^tness of ^tlia Father's die 

ka^ of Hdb.# 3. The 


lineated 
*<IBMurate >maUg- 
“ : from 

( tpimnonoupced 
"gratitude : 
! mfuSMt-i have 
legardbd but 
Irwould none 
ydarmlamity, I 
^.’ilie Divine 
helievi 

obedient and 
away of the 
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manifestation of this Diviue InteH^enoe, u^r • 
visible form, to enligbteorllie mnids of men with the 
knowiege of ’God,. to repcue them from die thval'* 
dom of sin RndIgnonuMe, tmdl to " open the v»y» 
of pleasantness and the paths peace,”* wbidi'lead 
to the tree df Kfe,” n .Hie ^foat soBject of tbia 
book. It is laid down as an eataUidied principle, 
that ** knowiege and utidetspm^ng,” bj- wbiGh is 
meant intdleetuhl &^t V Wid dm ktv^ as wdl as the 
means of sfniitiMd liamiittetefttt, can bo obtained 
from no odier source tbwrnwdold wMcb comedi 

fiom the iioni;'' 'Tlnr wisp man, then, is -he who 
hears the vdioe of tb^lXioetor nmh dodl# submis* 
■ioir, and an ei^er dmlin tn profit 1^ faia coonsels ; 
who ^Ids his' t«aaottf‘h^U% t^ die gmdanee of this 
Diifne teaiiha^^mid' Mdi^daaiie an ^trance into 
what the of wisdom, 

is continnim W i M Wifi^ ^ ^^ fo dm 

school of ho SjiMmdS BHMKlUiiidil vw^ m appfia 
cadon to mm- 

seif, whe^]Hrw«|i|H hil|m>Meaa of dm 

Pharisees, ' pmutaor ^ for the 

austerity of,histWcymiH Bww Mrtm finr'his liborality. 

But,” said he^tyw W||H ^m ‘jnBti6^ of her chil- 
^n” (Matu nhff be ob- 
jected to- tids pride 'Of reman, the 

uncl^tabiht^^^ |B^P«mtUN% and dm prmmHce 
of bigotiy ; maiO*idi|nee*41# trttdi and excweoce 
shad appear in!»fil|R deportment of those 

who are "* begmtni)h|^H nmd a lirefy hmpe 1^ die 
resurrection at jesas^^hidal: fifim the dead.’’ ] letter, 
i. 3. 7^ vrisibm mM^desemided dam aboveis 

necessafilSf apposml todbtof thawaridi anddtere- 
foro'aU twoaa whq^bie davoiad tmim pmndt ofi'dm 
fcnowltiia hem aatnaUal, must ea|Miut to maet.widi a 
portion of dja t r e mm e u ta ap dris t m e d by Him who 
name to mm it}> fant they hne this |Hroun 80 *|o 

maf open mwtdii^tmsies Slid diffioikm ”lknd 
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in t^^e way of r^hteousness, in the midst of the 
oaths of judgment; that I 'may cat^te those that 
loveme to inherit jubstance; and i will fill their 
tre,isaret.” Pro?, viii. 20,81. 


JULY THB SECOND. 

tHE ESMBflTtl. a? .WtSOOM. 

Plwwert M , me^Dilfd . 

AmOno the .sa^dngs'ttf SpthiUdB ta :<Mie %hich beati- 
'tifidly de8rnnbaa'tho\|jattii^’'#!(bat^^nd)dlical mode 
of iDstnietion,'iso tu'tbe minist^ 

•• taught ilir '^ 1 l 1 ^^llT^ «h 1 not 

-M the. wt>fd fitly 

'■di^iilied hi* 

genu% : - " 

of silver, file apples of 

gold is to be i|iMl|i ti|| i4 li; ? ^ i ^^h i« sense, and the 
exterior is so attention to 

itbe valuafale-objeets wpHbi-.SOTta# thEgolden fruits 
ill the silver cmlii^^#^iW«s^'‘Mu idurottgh the 
'apertures, will not 'bU Awitl| ^iwid l from the vessel 
that contains lliem ; ^,^rniA hwtsr Jind more acrli- 
rateiy inspected; ^e' *^10 hidden ' 

treas'urfa; and de^wf^ne knddill^ is Uicreby 
excited . or inereased, 'I'has Ih 4ile'‘i||[a^ihif tif fiia 
saCted penmdn, the' apparatt ietlab dt^nta ipoiidbtIM: 
lessons, of great 'Utilkyih civil iith'; imt wilhm is'4lit 
iiiestunable wisdoin v^icb' teaches urwiiat ought^lo 
bi! chiefly believed and ' pri»‘d 'in the Science of 
redigious truth. IlMsa prdpbe^ pamblee'areof two 
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kinds. In one sort,. every single wotU has some signi> 
iicant. allusion or coqnterpart. Th^re are. others 
again, in wtiich the whe|e allegoiy is expressive of 
the internal senn ; but amidst the copiousuras of 
language, all the words have not any particular re> 
f^nce to the maiu subf^t^ some of them serving 
merely for the purpose of ^^nt composition, or 
are used td insolve ai|(l*bipd1|ie eBMna, the diction 
being •subsemiMit to fMtnfe of the -subject*.” 
This Hlnstratioa-srSl o^tinhe sHegbricid 

deMriptions -eoittaid0d4o't^^ books, bat* 

^4mapO!echn<|^liMfi|^m^ oTWisdom, and 

' colie^isd'tiy' ’m Israel. In the 

tBMne dstemiiae, f^lMUtvhi^.lriulant -spe^ 
in pewoihy r<H|d ^ ^ 

-nature of .invited is set 

forth under 'm^jndMkiliiMa':'c^^ tmniieB,, far ex* 
ceedingiiftviiftwigi^lgiife ^ Happy 

ia the. nion that 

better- Ada iIB|SSMMp|^^^S5^tin^.fte -gab 
thereof theo^Sw^g|| ^Pffti^ /.j|A^ predojus tittn 
rubies; an^w Abi'lHMnHmsdiiH'dmre are net 
to be compared .ulp t^ER .'?^W>»is,..'<iiough all this 
may be true of ka o ^gd it is pro« 

periy- pursued nnd^l^tfy ’ibptOTM, Ae encomiutn. 
of Sufomon;|Ns| sC'b(orb<lb^M^-ih>d;di£mte'object, 
couceming w)|iehjie-.myi^'":.iei^ Of is .in her 
right-hand j 'adl'ilhllw ItA-hind ndan and honour.” 
This surely cannoi be eA^odOf-huiiiiln science, for 
Ae diseoveBea^^genitiiiJkiM never ^et extended so thr 
as the proljoii^diott ofAv ; nor hw feaming afforded 
any sdeui^ agaiust t^ jSvA ^.poverty arid, the at- 

peaiepution..: The «iM,aByii%, that, must 
be ttndarrtopd in « Aglher aense ; apd wbUe it is an 
cncowageipeiit:; to <A%nice, m Ae enhivation of the 

* IfsimenidBSt More Nkvechini, ia Pr«f. 
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niiod^ it sets before US. en iofinite ^,aud immntable 
bJes^iiig, which we shekel seek with the avidity of 
mer^antsi wjio, in eastem^ countries travel iVom 
kingdom to kingdom in q^st of gain. \\ Jiat this is, 
we leam from; that Divine Instructor, who, by 
the confession of lus^^a^arifs, ^ spake as never 
mad dtdf’ apd whq oiieu. •of his parables ex- 
press^ m >^u«r^.,j|erq^^tbe ^'inperltfUve excel- 

of .wcnfe^ aft m in- 


of^ te 


terest in tM. 

. “ without ind^„ 

" Agsm,” iiu<l.biu^ 
d(Mn.of. hetwte js ~ 
goodly pewiri. 
price, he w<aBt_„ 

It.” 

venturer i$ that? ' ^ 
huinao hearl, 
men^ from 

.One mu^ op»yS^SI^l|HI[^Bi^notCwir .better 
tun tu Map^jy| aj |B||MB ^J^ which fad* 
with_ the qu<gwiflj^M|M|m thpilung that it 
in nche*,' bpKli^KlIll^wldtiev, Jiia tome, and 
affectioim to dia. JtteB|BBa^» wealth, which in. 
creaaes ^ cm i^Ki|^P|{TM!^t» j whUe 
many labour utii Iwnm^P)^,.u4 iwesaaiU atten- 
tion to make |heiiMuft^||^^iiMt||ii|Qi$Ma in. the world, 
to a * command- 

Mig inauence by' tb^ gg^ which 

job aimoat aa »on ^ ^ ggd leavea 

Jill tbedd^to and thehonqur and wU- 


utpMUi'aeekiug 
|i^;twie of great 
bought 
tracing a<l- 
■^“^iJa in every 
idian^KHQtr 
iifai Otreeted. 
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d'om, whicli can be had flrom created things, must 
necessarily be fleeliiig^ becailse Inan is a progressiTe 
being, and bis life' is eonttnuaHv varxing till he eiiters 
upon that state* where the wond of sense and vanity 
shuil be known no mate. There is, however, an 
attainment w hich wSt abidO alweys, in every age, and 
tinder all ' circmnstaiices which has no depehclence 
upon the caprice of mankind^ and cannot be affected 
by the changes of mortaliiy: . lliis is that pearl 
which on another Occasion oitr Lord says is the 
oiie .tiling ncedhil,^ or so requisite to constitute a 
mair tfirtuous and wise; that whatever may be his 
other qualifications, whfiout lhts|^^ wretched, and 
miserable/ and poor, and/brind,'aiid naked/ Rev. 
iii. 17. 'Ibis princmlerbf stib^ntial good is faith in 
Christ, ns our priy D^violtr^ through whom we have 
the pardon of sitV; whose grace we gro w up to 

cteinal life; or^ iD ^idie metapmirical * Imigu of 
Scripture, which 

God hath nlahted,^' who imbibe 

this spirittial Lnowl^M' who seek 
tlie sun of rightedimeSstd of their diiys, 

and increase in all wjs^m, before seusual 

pursuits have vitmtttd ^ti^ W^ or folly of the 
world has gained an id^iybdelf^y w 
Religion alone jgi^wl^tb^he of tem- 

poral blessings^ hscai^ii mochsrkto lbe indulgence 
by reason, and^ rejj uh^ ^qir^ iki auhservieucy to 
the livit^ priheipte of 

The very wtntlyisdoih d^hw taste aikl appetite, 
which he be ieid to posaess in perfection 

who bil the cdthj^lte ^ofuinalid pver his 
and is iiever eloy^l1^fiiofrAi|e|#;i^ , |let 

us theft; Us valiift";qur. pije^i hedth Fud 
eternal fitlkity^ keep this, couiml ccm&iaillly tn vipsr : 

My soli, eat fhoO honejr, tieemi^ H is good ; and 
the honeycomb, which U sweet |o Ay taste: so 
'shall the kilowlgge of wisdom be iiutd Ay soul; 



t39- THB PROPHECY OP ACCB. 

whet) thou hast found it, then ther$ shall be a reward, 
and thy expectation sWl not be cnt off.” Prov. 
xxiv. J3, 14. 


JULY THE THIRD. 

TUB PROPHECY OF AOOR. 

Proverbs, xxx. 4.-^fVho hath aacfuded up iata 
/teavcn or descended f • JVho hatk- gathered Jhe 
Kind in his Jists9 Who hath bound the watm.in^ 
a garment ? IVho hath established all the ends of 
tpe earth ? What is Jds ^noime, and what is his 
Son's name, if thou can^ tettT 

T'hese questions makb part Khe words of Agur, 
the son of Jakeh, of wtnm M wier memorial is 
recorded than what i.s conllmiid ip 'tV appendage to 
the Book of Proverbs. the title of tliis brief 
collection of bis wise ' is. igiportant, for it 

expressly calls the w^le i^pna^hecy,; vthirli tlie niuii 
of God dictated to "ct^^t^lRCribes or companions, 
named lUiiel and Uetd.^ Tm.A^r, who, according 
to bis own uccfuatf bad no 'lij^nnous to huinun 
learning, scents to have lived in die declension of the 
divided kh^doms ; for the '|Mgtttre which lie draw s 
of the natioi^^ depranty/ coi^ponds remarkably 
w'idi that exhibited in the.' twOjih^y .||f Amos, who 
flourished in tlie feigns ot Ihcnab kiw of Jutiah, 
and Jeroboam, the son of Joadi; kii^ of Israel. 'I1ie 
name of Aglir has acquired celebrity dtiefly on ac> 
c<wnt of faU modefat^ in the choice of a middle 
^e, and tfaetesisans as^ued hy him''for th;^ pre> 
fennee; ' Bdt his merits were of a ' Inghcr degree 
tl wm Ih^ have been eommouly cMimated ; for his 
remains, though compressiril in a small sj^e, and 
classed with writings usually cmisidcicd as utile more 
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than didactic apliorisma^ carry internal evidence of 
the prophetic character, and that iu a style of itdxed 
sublimity and plaiaiiess, descriptive aiid hieroglyphic., 
If Nve deprive Agur of his rank as a propiiet, it will 
be difficult to accoput (qrJhe.,adfnis3iun of his sayings 
into the Sacred Canon, since they are too enigmatic 
for mora) infrtrii^tion^ fuid the symbolical language is 
so obscure that the einbiems cannot be applied to 
any practical purpps,es i|i th^ Conduct of life. His 
introductory questions on the Divine Majesty are, 
indeed parallel to what- we r^ad in other parts of the 
Sa^d Writii:>gs;^ hut then here are some intenoga* 
tiotts which directly point tp a particular connexion be* 
twieCn God and map,. and to tlie appearance of the 
Deity in a visible fmm,; with relation to time and. 
place. To the. first djenidi^ of Agur the most coin* 
plete answer hath teepgive^^hy fulfilled all 

tiiat is mquired in fhe-^t,^l>y controuling the winds 
and the wavesju and tjpldlQg wsolate dominion over 
all the ends of the*. ..That Word, by whom 
all things were ipede^ il reprpwiiig a master of Israel, 
or one of fhe pttblic%8tin(:^oiDB4>f tbe people, for 
Ins ignoraiK^c of said, If 1 

have told you eartlilvtluMihp ye believe uot; how 
shall ye believe, if^icjl ypn of heavenly things? 
And no man hut He 

that came down frOnii.hie^vi^^ even the. Son of Man, 
which is ip heaven.’’ 13. Tlie truths 

which astonished J'fijK^demns wm.tiiei^^ that man in 
hk nolurol V^te4a.4^i^l4^te.%ll .spkitualknQw]e^^ and 
the use of lii#.1aei44!^ hi, mp s^ice of' God ; that 
before .bo cai; hmtqiidx* perception of Divine things, 
his mind mmj. be brought into a. state of child-like 

all pride, it may 
^Qt t^« :d|^n{diou of grace. The figura- , 
tivQ iirustrati^ nsed by our JLord, this teacher of 
the peoj^la tqo^ ip a literal sense, though the Scrip- 
furey with wlu^t was convei^t bad expressed tne^ 
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un an act of sacrile«c»!. Wt this inrfihhhi name, Hc- 
iiotinj; the infinite essence, uhich is pueuliiirly Divine, 
was given to the I ledeenier by special cominnniealion 
from Iieaven ; ami he did himself assunie it in tlu? 
direct term, which ll:e Jews perfct’tly understood, 
and I'udeavourcd to .niiirdcr him for it, when lie said 
in the temple Defore Abraham was I AM/' 
John, viii. o8. 

In this muiiifestation of the divine natiin! was tlie^ 
dark oracle delivered by Agur fulfilled, as well as tlie- 
four wonderful things, which even to him were inex- 
|)licablc; ami thus w'c find that these wise saying*, 
involve truths of llie deepest import, without th« 
know lege of which the whole Bible will be no better 
than a sealed book; for us our f>ord said to his 
doubting disciples, What and if ye shall sei the Sou 
of Man ascend up where he w as before ? It is tliei 
spirit that quickencth ; the flesh profiteth nothing : 
the words that 1 speak unto you, they are spirit, and 
they arc life.” John, vi. 62, 6J. 


JULY THE FOURTH. 

TUK VANITV or SCIENCE. 

licclesiastcs, i. 17.— I gave mi/ heart to knoTf 
retsdont^ and to knoa' madueas and Jhl/.y ; I jtsr^ 
i'cu'Cii that this also is vexation oj'sjyiru, 

T ii \T this hook was the composition of Solomon, 
is t videnl from tlic character which the preacher 
givub of his pursuits and the splendour of his coiidi* 
lion. 'Fhe whole work may he considered us a body 
of lectures, delivered by the royal orator upon the 
most importiuit topics that can engage u thiukint; 
man. For un account of the wisdom of this great 
prince we are refeircd, by tlie hLstoiiau of Ilia aign# 
VOL. 11. L 
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to the Book of the Acts of Solomon but as no- 
thing with that title is known, it may be no unreason- 
able conjecture to suppose that this was the very 
collcclioii alluded to, since it contains not only a 
view' of Solomon’s grandeur, but the result ol his 
immense labour and numerous, inquiries. The j>i<*- 
tiire w hich he draws of human nature in all its fotnis 
and relations, is certainly mortifying to the pride of 
man's wisdom; but the accuracy of his researches 
into the complex varieties of the moral woild, and’ 
the justice of bis conclusions, cannot be controverted. 
1'here are indeed many abstract propositions in these 
discourses, which have at first sight the appeal ance 
of being either paradoxical decisions, or the gloomy 
ini'erences of an impatient and dissatisfied judgment. 
But when the general fervour of these confessions is 
kept in view, we shall find that, obscure as many things 
are in so ancient and comprehensive a performance, 
still there is an admirable connexion of parts through- 
out the whole ; so that every point has a bearing to 
the great argument, which is to prove the necessity 
of a future state and a superintending Piovidt ncc. 
To do this effectually, it was requisite that, all ob- 
jections should be answered, arising from the per- 
plexities and troubles, tlie visible irregularities and 
confusion of events w hich occur w ithin the sphere of 
our present observation. Solomon, like a skilful 
operator, enters upon the painful task of uiutl}siiig 
tne mind of man,' whence he shows that all the 
vanity and vexation of spirit,” so universally com- 
plained of, must be uscrilKni to onr own erroneous 
apprehensions, and the contrueted limits of tlu hu- 
man uuderstaudiiig. In the. diseiissiun of thks mo- 
mentous subject it w'as obviously necessary that the 
lecturer should examine the several objects which 
occupy the atteiilion of mankind in the pursuit of hap- 
piness ; and this is here done with an acuteness of 
penetration and fidelity of report, that caunot fail to 
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br confirmed in every aj*c and station of life by him 
Mho will take the pains of comparing the observa- 
tions of the royal moralist with his own experience, 
’^lliere is one particular, hovvever, which to some 
may seem inconsistent with what is said of the ad- 
vantages of kiiowlege in the other wri tings of this 
sage counsellor, and with the praise bestowed upon 
him for his choice of wisdom at the commencement 
of his reign. Notwithstanding all these encomiums, 
we find Solomon, in the very opening of this phi- 
losopliical discourse, pronouncing what may be 
regarded as a dissuasive from' study, and a condemna- 
tion of human learning ; ^Wn much m isdom is much 
gri('f, and he that increaseth knowlegc increuseth 
sorrow.” But the declaration of this iilu«^trious son 
of Wisdom, must be considered with reference to 
the great end of our being, and not as a censure 
upon tiu’ desire of mental improvement. The science 
of which Solomon speaks in this place, is not natu- 
rally productive of grief and sorrow, but becomes the 
means of disquietude, like every thing else, when 
our hopes and resolutions are directed to that alone 
for salisfaction. If there is any one earthly pursuit 
Mhich can be justly entitled to unmixed praise and 
iiii(|ualiiie(l rccuiiimeiidatioii, it surely is that of 
which the wisest among the sons of men has delivered 
tills mortifying judgment, that it is, after all nothing 
better tlian vexation of spirit.” Is this opinion, 
then, at variance with the advi<:e and example of 
Solomon? and after all the exhortations which are 
h(‘i(l out to us, as rational beings, to explore the 
works of (jod, arc we told that contented ignoranct^ 
is more conducive to happiness than tlie enlargement 
of the mind by the constant application of its facul- 
ties ? Nothing of this kind is to be gathered from 
tlie argument ; and the application of the inference 
to the encouragement of idleness, would be a iiiiser- 
abh* perv<U'sion of Solomon’s meaning, and a wieked 
1 - C 
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abuse of the word of God. Learning ia not 
an oHiHinciil, but it is necessary to the uaeful pui- 
poses of life, and as a quahlieation for the proper 
discharge f)f those duties which we owe to our 
]Vlaker and to one another. God hutli made all his 
works to be sought out and icnjt nibcred by tho^*; 
creatures to whojn lie iiaih given tlic spirit of latit'iud 
intelligence. Now this cannot be done witlunii 
intense thought and continued application, much 
anxiety and frequent disappointment, "i'tie career of 
learning, like all other laborious employnurnts, is 
attended with many cares; and even when a mtm 
h;u» acquired what his contemporaries rcgnnl with 
ujitonishmcnl, the possessor himself is discontt-r.tcd, 
because he knows so little that can be applied to any 
praetichl purposes. Like the woman in the Gosnt !, 
the mere man of learning is encumbered about n'*:my 
things i bill while he is busied in providing foi th‘.» 
infonnution und entertainment of oUier»<, he in gh ens 
that which can alone give content and pleasure to his 
own soul. M’hat Solouum so strongly censures, 
then, U the insatiable thirst after fresh ait.i!iiiiit ius in 
J.nowlege, which is of little profit in the prcsciu 
life, and of no advantage bi^yond it. ili> observa'* 
lions apply to the study which is u rontiunal 
wearine.ss of the flesh without producing any permu'^ 
nent satisfaction, and the vanity of which is thus 
j’orcibly dertcribed by a very ingenious w riter : It 

is with the mind, us with the will and appetites: 
for as, after we have tried a thousand pleasures, ami 
lurned from one tiijovinem to another, \m* dial no 
rest to our desires, till we ut last iU them upon tlni 
sovehign good; so in pursuit of knowlcge, we uum; 1 
with no tolerable sutUfaclion to onr minds, till, after 
We are eoried with tracing other methods, we luin 
them at last upon the one supremu and unerring 
truth. And were tlieru uo^ other use of human 
Lnriung, there is at least this in it ; that by its many 
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it brii^gs the niiml to a sense of own 
'.^raknosa, and makes it more readily, and witil 
*>;! i'ater willingness, submit to revelation. Clod may 
l>ave so ordered it in liis wise providence, thereby to 
keep ns in a constant dependence upon himself, and 
und<‘r a necessity </f consulting him in his word ; 
uliich, ftince profane men treat so neglectfully fd" 
ready, they would have it in greater Contempt, and 
)l \^o•.dd be tnueli more vile in their eyes, did they 
iiiid any th.ing \nthin them equally perfect, whii.li 
might guide thorn in tiu'ir course, and bring tiieio to 
ihu huvrii wtier^ ihny would be. Hut tUts 
Uwy do not nioet with it, ought to weun them from 
iiM opinion of thotniidvaii, ana incline them to seek 
out satisfaction somewhere else, and to take shelter 
where it may be found 


THE FIFTH. 

DIVINE VIHL0801MIY. 

Kfclesiafltus, hi. ll.— /ic hath made every thing 
heantifal in his time ; aho he hath set the ivortd 
in their heart ; so that no man can Jtnd vni the 
uork that God maketh from the beginning to the 
end. 

In the preceding part of this discourse the renal 
preacher lakes a rapid survey ol the cares and 
pleasures nliicli make up the great catalogue of hu- 
mail life, the v hole of which active scene affords u 
pi oof that all things have their respective opportuni- 
ties, or liiat one event springs from another in its 
time anil its season. There is more depth of rea- 
soning in this part of the discourse than seems to have 


* Baker's Reflections upon Learning, p. 175 . 
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btin jroiK rally iiiiapiiietl : foi tbt* nu-aniii^ of Solo- 
fDon, ill I'luiiiii rating u cent's of ii« ( < vsaiy lini< s or 
opporlunilies, cMiiciitly ibis*, tbal lliiir is an ab- 
soinie coinuwioii bi.lv\t*ni otciiirnurs vliirli arc 
of an opposite nature and tendrnr}. 
'I'ln** i.ctraiih;4 in c stiniatin^ moral eaiiM s, 

siw, that while man is iii^ajied in forming and e\e- 
« vilnig s(lunns of one kind, lu“ is pii paling, eontr.iiy 
to his d<*''ign'', others of a ditVeieiit chaiaiUr and 
rompiiMoii. Out of the motives and pn*jeels of 
this . hnii-sightid being, whether in his individual 
e,ipii( n\ or in the complirated mass of soedety, some 
St Mil ptiwtr is perpetually diawing eft'ecls tutalij 
M'lnote fiom the purposes of the agent, but all con- 
dueive to the univcisal benetit. The wise king here 
fhowL^ that there is u constant rotation of these dc- 
sirt V and actions, which, itilltienced by the humaii 
will. |)i<)diu:e an incessant variety of events, leading 
impt li t ptibly to the genemtioii of others as remote 
as pt^ss bh' from Uie original source. I'hiis death is 
involved in the means used for the prolcmgution of 
life, mirth grows out of melanclioly, health is allied 
to sickness, and llie ctiinity of war succeeds to the 
warmth of fiienddhip. 'IhU circulation of motives 
and circumstances coi responds with what is seen to 
take place in the order ot the natural world, wlieie 
we perceive a round of seasons withli\(‘d periods (»f 
rctiiiii and dmation, each bringing its productions and 
operations, euieiilated fe>r the advantage <*f tliat 
which 1^ to tedieiw. lii like inuiiiier day anti night 
succeed each other, wilhenit iiiteiriiptiuii ; the windv 
have their levolutie.ns ; and the aliiie>s'pht r(\ huh* 
as it nnn h«‘ known, js employed, among other tlniig^. 
ill the* di.Uilkltioii of the clouds, which, dest elid- 
ing upon the* e aith, iiui fiy varioii'^ chuniie U into ti e 
ht a, iroin the siiiface of which lliey ascend in the 
form tjf vapenir; so ‘‘ that wheiiie llie nveinctnin*, 
Umhei' they jeUi in again.'* 'llus a^ li.c sajja. i*m*s 
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niqii'i cr into tlio secrets of iratiire remarks upon this 
proij;rt*s‘?ion of the elementary pniiciplcs of life, the 
tiiiui:; that hath been, it is that whieh shaii be ; iiikI 
that whs^..! is doii(‘, is that >vhieh siiall be done; unci 
lliert' ih no lieu thing under the The analogy 

is peilec t, as far as the observations of man can ex- 
tend to any kiioulege of the material constrne- 
lion of the universe, and to what is still more 
dittienlt, the endless variety of human motnes, 
ulinh are llu‘ springs* of all intelligenee. In b^ili 
cases the assertion of Soioiiioii is a eorollaic, ant- 
ing from the liiinuitability of truth, aiui liiu opiia- 
lion.*} of nature; ** that which is crooked caiinoi be 
made straight, and that which is wanting cannot be 
inimbered/' This is an explanatory cine to tliat 
obscure passage which has strangely perpU xed both 
coiiinu'iitators and their readers ; “‘(iod hatli made 
every thing luautiful in its time, also he Iratli set the 
world ill their lieart ; so that no man can find out the 
work that God inakeili from the beginning to the 
end.’' \\ hat the Wise Man had just observed of the 
mechanical system of the world, he applies, by a \ery 
just illiistratioii, to the condition of those for whom it 
was made. Ills principle is indeed the same in both 
cases, aiid experience proves that it is just ; for as 
all natiiial things are included in their causes, so the 
e\t r-\aryjiig occurrences of human life arise from 
motice.s winch tvoUe incidents that were totally uii- 
trncMen and iindc'>igiied by the agents from whom 
tin V emanate. 'i Inis the .springs by which th« 
woilil is iiMJvtd and carried on in a regular older, lie 
concraled in tiu' licaits of men, even widiout their 
own coiictqition of llie matter; for while each is en- 
gaged ill the tniMiil of life, according Jp his paiticu- 
iui desiiiiation and tmii ot mind, he thinks of nothing 
more than his own personal beiieiU. Tl.e distant 
elh 4 ts ol his K -ohition.s and pursiiits are so far from 
niaki ig any pail oi liis calculatUin, that he iiille re- 
L 4 
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pn(!> l?H' pioh'.TMr r<nist«jUtiic(s of Ins (!♦ 
li-'Mis, inid ll'*' r rMi.ihlc; isMjc :» |M'rs4 vi riun t* hi 

lh:!{ (.r <on«liut wl.uh lio lias choH ii. In c\<:ry 

:rs:(' aii<l coimliy iJuinkiiid an* ucttialcd by tho iiiipii 
jsioiis of ‘•niM.* or ihi* iidluome of passion, wlurtby 
motives an brought into artioij whicli cannot be 
rj..:ilbd, ii< r tbeii itsiills preve nte d. livtrv iiambcr 
of die jna^s ('f ihte!li( t is jtovirnvd by an lulicient d«‘- 
sin , tlii' i^ratitieatlon of which unites Inin to the 
< oiitliu ncv ot iijoial beings, b} whom the purposes of 
ibovidtiice me executed, while each tniiwl thinkf 
onl\ of Its own. All the varieties of rational iiilcJ- 
lieeiice concur, therefore, in promoting the design of 
the Cieainr, and that even amidst their o.wn irregii- 
laiilivs and violent ( oiitviuions. Like the aqueous 
{ aituUs ixhjhd by the solar heat, and dispel sed hi 
tile uii till a siii]ici(*nt quantity being ctmdensed fails 
to earili, mui theie mingles with a mighty sireatn, 
the subitcis of this moral process, thongli humble in 
theiiiscives and appaicntlv devoiil of power, have so 
much itidueiice upon the condition of the, world, 
that without their union the whole would be in a 
state of stagnation. If this consideration were duly 
regarded, the lovtc^^t iu the scale of society woidd be 
more circumspect over his mind and his actions, tliuii 
is now couiuioiily tiie case. Instead of coiisuh ling 
himst If as too insignificant to do good, lie w ould 
find llut the aggiegufc* of public character <lc[icnds 
upon the tempi r and pni suits of individuals ; f<u’ 
though no man can MusoiiubI} indulge the idea, that 
his depot tiiunt and exertions alone will be suiheient 
to check tile cun cut of evil, or to alter the fashion of 
society, still it is in his power, and therefore must 
be his duty, to«< t micIi an (*\ainplc, in the ** midst of 
a rrooketi and pi-iverM* nation, as may show that ho 
is one of thi* lights (it the woiid, holding forth the 
word ol lilt.’ Lliil. ii. J(i 
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JTLV THE SIXTH. 

Till' Mlini.K Dl TY OF M AN. 

Ecrh ^iastcs, \ii. 13, 14. — Let n< hear the cnri- 
^///^/^^// o/’ the uht)/c ata'tcr. hear (rnd anil keep 
/WvN i uniwnndntcnl^ ; for thh /> the Tchale duff/ of 
man, I or (j ml shall h;in'^ everp Knr/c into -ad 
tnmt, r. /-// every ferret thing, i*.hetifvr it be good 
vt u/ftV//(7* it be evil, 

T^ins is llu* sninninry of llic Wise Plan's inqtur!*^-, 
and tlic rt ?nlt of liis obMiAiition'^, after lia\ini:‘ taktii 
rui exact np.il minute suiv«‘y of that moral woiii!, in 
the iiiimi is evtr bnsieil in .^peculation, and 
eontiniiully di^.ippoiiited in Us labours. I'he objects 
• 4 oiii intense appiicalioii art \aln, because we arc 
vaiiahit and ctian^in^, while eii^a^c^d in the ardent 
fMii^nit i»f them ; so that those things, upon which 
tia- l,e.nt has In » n fixed with the keenness of desire 
and lilt eaceiiu^N ot' hope, instead of yietiling the 
e\p4 <.Utl hlisH, pri>\e the source of vexation. Every 
•‘lep in tile progn ss of life, as it alteis our views, so it 
enlarges om real or iinagiiniy wants; bv which means 
things appear trifling or eoi.t«*mprible to the matnri'd 
jiulgiiuii', which were nmsi iinpot taut and attractive 
to the nnagiiialion. d he t'inptines.s of all earthly 
good, anil the vexation which ini>rc or less distiacts 
tile active * pirit of man, even while engaged in the 
pur*‘iiil. but more strongly when t\p iieuce com- 
paiLS the enjovnient with the trouble of acquisition, 
umst he chuiged to the aeconiit of lumum foiU, anil 
not to the objects of undue aifectioii and inordinate 
dcsiir. 

The Almighty hath made all things benutifiil in 
their time, and accoidmg to their nece.ssarv u^es; but 
whin man puts an improper value upon them, and 
seeks happiness in the eiij«otiKUl of lUeiii; then arc 
1 . 1 } 
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ihov Uu* occa'^i'ni of sin a!)d pioiliictivc of tronbir. 
In thi^ I loliationai y state* tliorc can bo no stabilitx ; 
foi c\cry MK’cc<si\<' day max jnslly bo dcn<»mii\atcd a 
new life, \xlucli <nnnot be* rccalltii when it is passed 
awjix. Our true in l< rest, then, wliicli compn lands 
every duly, is to consider all the varieih s of liute as 
subsidiarx to tin peat end of our preseait rxislenee, 
which isiiKTilx to prepare us for anotlicr. Solomon 
does not pass anx harsh censuic upon lielics and 
majjnificeiice, the ardemr of xonth, and the sox ere 
studies of elder life; on the coiilrarx, he commends 
both the cheerful and inquisiiivi* spiiil; xvliile of 
xxealth, hoiu stiy acquired, lie saith, ** It is good 
and comrlx for <nie to eat and to drink, and to enjoy 
th(‘ good of all his labour that he takelh under the! 
sun all the daxs of his life xvhich God giveth him ; 
f<jr it is his portion/’ Hut success does not alwaxs 
tollow meiitorions e^^ertions; for neither is wisdom 
erowtu d with honour, nor honest iiidiistiy alli lultd 
with i\i>v and afilucnce. So checquertd and pro- 
iniscuifUs is the distribution of tcniporai bUssings, 
that we frequeiitly see rtieiii possessed in the grcate^l 
abundance b>' those xxho make the worst application 
of them. It is not a nexv thing under the sun b/r the 
xxiektd to roll in the splendour of xxeulth and power, 
while the viituous are st ruggling amidst iiict'ssant 
]:ib(/ur to gain a scanty maintenance ; n<ii is tiie 
suhjec r of Solomon s complaint iincoimnon t ven in 
this udvaneed stage of society, “ Wisdom is bitter 
than stiengtli ; nevci tin less (he |x>or man's xxisdum 
is despised, and his xxords are not heard.” Now if 
we believe lliat the universe is under the direction 
of an infinitely peifect lleing, who, as the lover of 
order, must csteiin kiioxvh ge and piety in his rational 
i>ubjects, it \flli be impossible to account for these 
discordancies on anv oilier ground than this, that xve 
»*‘c at pit Mill only a part of iiis xvays, and conse- 
ijaenily that there must be another state beyond this. 
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wlicii all the dilKH uItics in lii*« plan of irtncrrunent 
will be* cl» and np In an eqiiitabl** allotment of re- 
wards and pnnislinuatts. Such is the tendency of 
the preinliers discoiir-.c in all its parts; and from 
c‘Vt i\ vii u which he has taki ii of human haturc iti 
the varii'tii ^ of condition and the gradations of iritel- 
h et, the ihtlVrence ‘of age, and the opposition of 
character, he found the taTtainly of this principle, 
that (jrotl shalljudge the rigliteous anil the wicked, 
for there is a tune there for every purpose and for 
everv work/* 'Hiat vanity is stamped upon all the 
|H*s5es^ions of this world, without exception, would 
he a nUM’rable consolatiiHi to tht‘ mind, when ilie 
infirmities so fe* lingly de-ciihed in this chaj)ter, 
** ha>ten man to his long home/* In suhmitting to 
the necessity of nature, ami ec»mparing his siliiaiion 
with that of others, it would tend hut little to 
n move tin* vexation of his spirit fo he told that this 
the (wnmimii lot of ail men ; for “ there is r>ne 
« M nt to the righteous and to tht> wicked; to him 
that »jicrdiceih and him that sarriticelh not/* If 
things were so to remain with ns aflt'r the most cii- 
cumspect w atchfiihiess over our conduct, and the 
constant endeavour to iiM*rease the stores of know lege, 
the converse of the ro\al maxim .would be the truth, 
tliat wImIoiii excellelh folly as far as liglil excellctli 
flarkiiess.** Ch.il. Id. So far fri>m liavmg aii\ pie- 
lunim iiee over the be;e*ls that perish, mui would he. 
iufeiior to the mcuncNt of the animal tribes, iiiasium li 
as, with tin* faeuity of combination, lie could find 
no relief ftoiii the pain of letleclion, nor derive cont- 
fort from his discoveih s; beeau-«e iho conseioiisness of 
error inusl increase the weight of mi.sery, and the 
imctTtainty of life leiluce lire value of t njoviiients. 
JCit tin* rest‘arclu s of tlu* w ise iiioiiariai da not lead 
to any such dismal coiisideralioii ; nor was it in his 
intt ntion to exeitt* a contempt of cailhi;, gooil in the 
luiuds of his leaders. Instead of this, he asset Is die 
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prnt doctrine, that tliere an rslablisbed harmony 
in the moral and iratural world, whicli man indeed 
docs not perceive in this life, but which he will both 
see and confess in the next, when the whole sc stern 
shall hi juslifieil hy bringing every open deed and 
secret thing into hidgmeut, “ whether it be good or 
whether it be evil/' The c'onclusion of the whole 
mailer, m the scope of the entire argument, is 
ihcretore of the gnatest magnitude: Fear Ciod and 
keep his commandments, for this is tlie whole of 
man.” \\ hen every thought, word, and action shall 
be >o illrectcd to that ♦‘tale which is lire design of 
our present ixistence, lhi‘ii this world to will 
III iihi r l e vain nor \< xathais, becauM' our hopes an»l 
iii^ni'< are not placed upon any thing which it con- 
taii.s. [\y living continuallv ‘as in the l^ivine pic- 
since, and ugnlating oni wills acerti ding to the pre- 
I c['ls wldeh (jckI hath imparted as the nde of lea'^on. 
w»‘ assure to ouiseUes a certain reinedv again*'! 
the ironhles of life and thi: a|)prehensions of death. 
All those pcrplexiiKS which so greatly cmbanavs 
odii rs in their progn ss througii the wt>rld, will fail 
t / agitate and distress the mind c»f him who’-e 
•’ aflcclions art' set upon things abo\c, and not on 
tiisiii*- on tl}‘' er.rili ' If iheiefore we aic thus di*ail 
t.* till p( lisiiahle cts oiM n.r, “ aiul oni life is 
hid With Clul'l in <dod,*' we know that “ when 
C.’lijist, who Is <;ui life, shall appear, then shall we 
ai'-o appear witli him in glory.” With lliis bl<‘S.std 
pros pi ct and a^surame to slay and comfort us, let it 
b^’our cou'-tanl care to have our tempi is inodelleil, 
and coniiiict regulat' d, !)y the mles of llie (Jo-ip**l ; 

putting (ill ii" i!a ch f l of (»od, holy and beloved, 
bowil-) nf men ies, ku.rliiess, humbleness of mind, 
inu kills", loie.; iulfiiiiig; foihearing «*:ie another, 
and lorgiviii;; oiii another, as Christ also hath fm- 
given us.” Ctd. iu. i-— l:i. 
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.11 LY THi: SI'VENTil. 

t’OMiiSMON or THE cTiri:( II. 

tjoloinoirs Soil", i. .3, G.— i am bhn lz hut comeljf^ 
() jje (/(tu;^hters ,oJ' Jermah^m ; //s the tenti o/‘ 
Kvdur, (i'> the curtains of Sj/omou. Is<k>Iz not 
upon me herruf^v / am hf/u lc, he u use the i./iu 
hath tooki d upon me : my motlier\^ cfid leen ttr/e 
anynf ‘uith me; they made me the kei'prj (,/■ the 
viiU'ifui fU ; hut mine oie/i idnet/aid /uue I not 
kept. 

T ur. ApostliMif tlio OcnliKs, in enforcing the 

ti> llio inarna"f‘~Matt', reprrMuis that iii- 
htitntiun as not only of divine origin, but as bt iini; 
typical of another union, intiniti'ly pure and exalted, 
when* t!:e pai tit's stand in a relation to each other, eor 
n spondi nt to that of the brkle anil her spouse ; ‘‘ 'I'h s 
i> a great ni\.ster>, but I speak eoneerniiig Cliri''t and 
the Chill eh/' Ivphes. v. 32 . J'o the same piir|H>se 
did tlu piecursor of the Messiah ^ie^ellbe himself as 
llte heiald of lliat holy allianee, when he said to his 
dHtiples, “ lie that hath the brule is the bride- 
groom: but the frieiul of the bridigioom, whnii 
slaiuhth .aid heai< th him, rejoieetli giTall\ bi eanse 
of tin* bi i'ii-groom's voice. 'Fltis ni\ joy, therefore, 
is fuUilLd/’ .lohn, iii. C*). *\ll tins \va> agiveable 
to the language of ancient prophie\, in which we 
lind the blessings of reileiuption set foilh under the 
t iidearing iinugeiy of connubial felicity. “ for ihy 
Maker is thine luisbaiui ; the l 4 ord of Hosts i$ his 
name, and thy lb tieemer the Holy One of Israel; the 
(«od of the whole earth shall lie be c'alleiL [*'or llu' 
Lord bath cailcHl thee as a woman forsaken, and 
giieved in spiiit, and a wife of youlh wlun thou 
wasl nfiiised, sailh thy (iod.'’ U. liv. .3, G. What 
thebc divine messengers announced^ and the Savmur 
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himself applied and explained in his parable of (lif*. 
roval marruijre, forms the entiie snbjc< l of ll*e mvslic 
poem, calletl, by ^^ay oi' distiiigmstK d «'\celltnee, 
“ 'rhe Song of Songs, which is Solomon’s.'’ It \\:\> 
be en geneialK suj^posed that this beautiful piece 
an epithalamium, in the dramatic form, founded 
on tlie luiptials of Solomon and the daughter 
Fhara^di. 'I'hat it might ha\e been composed upon 
some occiisi<ui of this kind, is not improbable; but 
that the circumstances and descript iems, the clia- 
laelei.s ;iiul their spcechis, were of a higher natiin*, is 
evident Iroin the coiididon of the parties, wlmli 
never enulfl ha^e agreed with the loves of Solom m 
anfl his l‘'.g\ptian bride. 'Ihe distribiilion of the 
wholvi into seven pniods, or a week of da\s, is a 
hup|>y discovery, uiid tends to cast much light upon 
rvfjy st ene ; for, contrary t*> those who would mal.c 
the whole to hv nothing more than a simple pustotal. 
this di\isi(»n, wlnn carefully examined, will he found 
to mark so many peri^nls in the Divine dispensations 
preparatory to the maiTiage-feast of the I^amb, when 
there hhull be new' heavens and a new earth, in wbii h 
will dwell everlasting righteousness. Though the 
bridegroom is described as a ro^al personage, ami 
the object of his best affections is raised liy him to 
the paiiicipalion of a throne, and is “ utleiuhd with 
a tram id (pKcns and virgins without number;” \et 
at the ht ginniiig, and through the busiest part of the 
s< <*ne, she is poor and lowly in her own eves, abject 
and despised even among ht>r companions, and bitterly 
persecuted while seeking her beloved. Now notlnng 
ot all this could have suited the character of Pharaoii's 
daughter, any more than what is said of tlie hnde- 
grooms occupation and pursuits, could with pro> 
piiety be albrnied of Solomon, who was ntitliti a 
hunter on the mountains, nor a slicphertl in tiie 
plains. 

W ben the bride first appears, she speaks with the. 
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iiu ltinof leMKU rin '^s ot' a slrasi 2 :t:r adinilliil to the fa- 
iiiiliarily ol persoiis w hum she c^tet ms, lx raiise tlicy 
Hn* tli< fiiemh of her In admiiing tiieir per- 

sonal trrart s and accoinplislirnents, she looks upon 
herself with dirtulem e, and in the simplicity of In r 
heart iiitreals their indulgence to lier want of beauty 
and the meanness of her origin. There is, however, 
a striking distinction in the matter of her complaint ; 
lor ^^liiit she claims some fivoiir on aceoimt of her 
snn-burnt eomplexion, and the rude tiealimnt ^^hi^ll 
she liad recei\ed from her family, slie takts to lu rself 
a consideiable share of blame in having neglected 
the paternal inheritance which belonged to lier : 
“ M> motli< r's children were angry with me; they 
made me the keeper of tht; vineyards ; hnt mine own 
\ine\ard hav(’ I not kept.’’ Any application of this 
singular apology. and confession to the bride of Solo- 
nioii, would be extravagant ; but wlien we consider 
k as the pathetic language of the redeemed cliurch, 
u(*kiio\\legiiig her various idolatries, darkness, and 
iiegligenee, we shall see reason to admire tlie com- 
parison, and to piolit by the example of penitence 
which it aflbrds. In the tigurative language of Scrip- 
ture, the vineyard is a frequent ima.ge, adopted to 
repri.sent that coniminnty which is distinguished by 
tile mai lib .stations of Divine grace in the revelation 
of tlie Word. 'I he Almighty, in remonstiating with 
ins ancient people for their infidelity and unfriiitful- 
ness, describes tlii;m us a plantation upon which un- 
common pain.s had been bestowed, to no other effect 
than that of producing wild grapes ; in consequence 
of which iiiitliaiikfiil return, he, threatens to take 
away the hedge thereof, an«l it shall be eaten up ; 
and to break down the wail thereof, and it shall be 
trodden down.'’ Is. v. .0. But thoiigii it was pro- 
phesied of tlii.s highly favoured state, that it should 
be “ eouiited for a forest yet, by the pouring of 
tile Spirit iroiii on higb, in the fullness of time 
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Jinli^mnit sliall dwtH in tlir and liglifc- 

oH^iKss ivinaiii in the t'l nit hi I lield. And the \\(»ik 
of I iiihli’unsness .shall be |uan‘; mid the etlecl <*t 
rii:hl» ousiu ss, (juietno.^s and a'ismanre f<.>r evi r. ' 
1 >. \NMi. I.;, 17. hi n ll'.e liOrd t)f the \ir.e}.n(l 
stnt his Son lo fulfil the pin pose of his lo\e, in 

Sj'.u adin;: the kiiov lege of .salxation o\( r the eaMli. 

tlins( wl.ohad been eonstiinieii tl.« rtiiuis of ij « 
]nii.» t !\ inheritance, rclxlhd ii* ' 1 ' .la 

anti 01 It pvisecuted him wilV • . ai.< ■ 

him cj;it as dtad. fbre then !• . hi o..; * 

tliat iMa.'iiihd spictnc!* wfiidi , ■». ” 

all(g( ii<ul ])oeni of Solomon, . bda * n •, 

and anxious, hut timid ami iiu'sk 1 > . d n, m ik« s 

he! iuipiiiics afttr he! hel«)\<d. i\i!i th.s i 

Pfiuca* and Savioui, of \\h(*m^he h; . ’ li d :. < 
oiades of (lod, ai.d w! •' ( woiaii • i - • » 

admiration and d»'i!e 1 » iln* hij • 

lamtiits liei nnwonhv apj • , ' . . , 1 • * 

her manners ; sti|j n lMni» oj - » .l» 
ness and tin* proinis* *,♦ msi.^ ' 

she seeks him N\illi the aid i) holv iii . . n 

“ IVIi me, C) thou whom m\ Mml whin- 

ihou h edtst, wheie thou inakt si lh\ ll.Ak to n at 
noon; for wh> should 1 fie as one tlial linnoth a aU 
fn lh( do* k.s of ih} companions:" 'I his \v:is tie 
• xact dta. ai t(‘i of the infaiil ehitidi, v.lnn Ik hie.ii 
lo f>e galheud out of all iamls, and, fiom ih«- sl.otiy 
of sill, was eallid to inherit the klm^dom of (»ud. 
Speaking of the coMuptions whidi th liit il tfie gei.tih, 
w<jrld. the Apostle thus congiatulaU .s till (.'oriiilhian 
conveils: And such weie soim of u»ii; hut ve aie 

washed, hut ye are sanctified, hut \e arc* juslil.ed in 
the name of the l^)rd Jesus^ and h} the Spirit of our 
God.” 1 Cor. vi. 11. 
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JI LY TIIK KfcaiTir, 

llli: lU.AUTY O? SPUINC. 

Suloinoh^ Son};, ii. If;— ‘I.^ Alf/ hfloi.*:fl ytaKe 

find 'idtfi intf i tne^ Ri\c -/yj, /// ■/ //;// 

//,/•'/ aiK'f'/: Jcr A,*, i/ic nii^tcr h 

• ' > inn* f' "tr * "//I*. / //<’ /Ai?. .*y N n^nn'dr tut 

' ' //'<• <i/ A// A ' r(nnt\ 

t: - 'n'nt4 ni . -■//• A//; /, 

:'■*// i- i )i ih hi r ii't ^‘ii nntl thd 

tU' . ‘ 7 * ^rdpc g/ir // gof.v/ nmtlL 

< ;7y ' , Jtiir oiu^, and coynu tmnjj. 

: r‘n* ’luuratuc iaiu.UiO of ihn ScrijAurcs, 

!*«: /N . .set i a!i tine’ r the i^tiikin?^ anil 
... « .u , vUicu she puls on 

‘ « ’•; L promise of abundant 

. ' d/ I ij wiiLii !.e came upon 

• .»' ei uith the proopect of 
not \e, ihtie are }tt 
i . •> '•• ,iti I 7 u ih harvest? Btholdj I 

> 1 . ti.il * \ »n, .. . ip . nir evt.s and look on the 
IkKI', .t <7 ili( \ [uc wi.iie aiicudy to harvest. And 
h< iiial i 4 apt lii i.r -st lli \va^es and g.uh.crelh fruit 
Uitlo hii* itiii.a!: ll.ut both he tliat suvveth and ho 
lli.it ftjjiJh m;»v i» jo,»r to»etlur. ’ John, iv. Ib. 
Ill ilie alK iciil «»f Soluinoii the hnde anlKi- 

p.iU - il.H si a.v)ii of ^^ladiii *<-<, and in a lull reliance 
lipoii iln' \\,.id Ilf iiuih, she repiats to her coin- 
p.nnoMs lli<* ;.jaeioiis niMiaiicMi uiveii hy her loiil to 
piepaie for the wondeiful ihan^je whiih is ahoul to 
take place. 'Idle first coii>ideniUoii preM Uted for tin 
eniiiiuil of the >poiis4», aiul ever> renewed heart, is 
this, that the toipidity and daikiiess of winUi, with 
all Its |»i(i<iiit; ju»sts and lullile.ss storms, are pas^id 
awav ; “ the tain also is 4)\4|- amt o[oiie/' All this is 
peifectlv embU malic of the stale of man, w lieu the 
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revt'lr.lioii of mrrcy rcstorrs liim a«;aiii to life, liy 
Ins iniiul, rninimuiiriitui^ to it the in- 
\ igi^niUiii;; infhu'ure of Dixiiic griue, aiul mnoving 
the roiKh'tniiatioH itf the law. The fall of A<iaiii 
In'ongiit tin* moial woild into a coniiition apllv eoin- 
puicd U> that ol winter, wlien ail the < leinenlN si tju 
to be eoinbined uguinst niai), plants die a\\a\ to the 
VI r\ loot, the eaith is brtiiiid up in sterdily, the air 
bv its keenness berinitibs the st iises, and the eloiids 
dtseeiid in ox erw helming iiiasMS of mioxv, which 
render the waxs inifiassabie, or in torrents c»f rain, 
Hiatsxxell the H iods and threaten destiuctir>n to eveiy 
living thing. 'i‘he short-sighted sceptic, who saw 
for the first time this dismal scene, would be inclined 
to suppose that all vegetation was at an c^kI ; or that, 
if a recovery from this misery were possible, it mu‘'t 
be after many }ears of labour uniform!) favoured with 
clement seasons. Jbit when such an observer wit- 
nessed, in the course of a few we* ks, the atmosphere 
becoming genial, the earth shooting lorth its fragrant 
herhagi*, the trees giving signs of friiittohn s% aial 
the animal tiibes rejoicing in the renoxated spring, 
his heart could not iail to be affected by the agn e- 
able and unexpected alteration. Under lhe.se cir- 
cumstances it would hardly be po.ssibte for liiiii to 
erijo) tile blessing, without feeling at the same lime 
some xeneiatioii and gratitude towards that l*c»x\(‘r 
who turrn.th the wilderness into a Maiiding water, 
and drv gi(;un<i into water->prings. And theie he 
ruakelh th*. hnngi) to dxxell, that they max piepart' u 
citx fot habitation ; and sow tiui fields and plant 
\)iiexaids, xxliuh may xiild fmits of increase. " Ps. 
exii. N<av tlus i’s a failiiful picture of that 

blts^ed change which the Cixi'^p* 1 has clVected, and to 
flic pieparation for wliicli the Sp* use,oi the Churih, 
is heie callt.d by tlu' heavciil) Ihidcgroom. TIh^ Siui 
of Uighteoiisne.vs gave signs of his appitiui h b\ itie 
word ol prophet' N , and xxlieii lit aiose in llit' lullntvs. 
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^•1 time, the flowers nnpean cl on lli« rarlli ;• ot 
wliirh he said, him w If, that “ Solomon, in all hii 
was not arra\<.d like one of iht'se/’ Malt. vi. 
lif;. J’he tii'st-Jrnis of his inanifestation, and llui 
< <Mnmen( enieiit of the Me^^'inh's kin^doln, were eii- 
riehed w ith the «ra<M*s of the IloK Spirit, and en- 
dow id with >n|>ei natur.d |»oweis troiii their iin- 
iniihute ronnnninon with the I>oi*d of late. Mean 
and nisidiieient as lluy wire of themselves, these 
t ally planlN were inigiity thnnii*!! grace, and to them 
was imp.iitid that vital |)riiioi|>le which enabled them 
to inidtiply abniidaiitly, uiul to spread the tiulh 
wherever they w^eiit; thus contiriniiig what was fore- 
told concerning the Redeemer, “ A seed shall serve 
him ; it shall bo accounted to the Lord for a genera- 
tion.” Ps. xxii. 30. 

W hen these flowers diffused their odour, nature 
revived, and it was a proof that the “ time of the 
singing of birds was come;” that the period indicated 
before tlic fl«>od, beheld afar off by the patriaichs, 
shadowed in tlie services of the tabernacle, and glo- 
riously described by numerous prophets ; that this 
long-ex fleeted season was now come, when, to speak 
ill the hingiinge of one who hailed its opening, “ the 
Day-spring from on high hath visited us , to give light 
to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death, to guide onr feel into the way ot peace.” Luke. 

I 7rt, 7{). '11ns was, indeed, “ the time of llie 

sjp-iiig of birds;” for it was the commeiuement ot a 
gloiioii^ eiji, that shall never terminate till the eon- 
^nminalinn of the union, descrilied iu this saered 
•'omr, when “ the ransomed of the Lord shall return 
and come to Zion, with songs and everlasting j<»y 
npiMi ilwh In ails : they shall obtain jov and gladness, 
iikI soirow and sighing shall flee away.’ Is. xxxv. 
h>. It another sign of this delightful spring, that 
*• the voier t>f the turtle is lu'iiid in our Hind,” which 
• a.^ the t use wlu ii the Holy Spirit, as a dove, de- 
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.vt ntiKi npnn i!n- f'Tiicr at hi^ ^iapt’iMn. nn<i 
(;»ii o| |)/ uiT A\;!N di'l'iaod In f ioci thi^ i^ailiM, 
“ llii'' IS nn in \\h<)'’*i I hU\ wrU 

]>lravid.‘' Mutt. in. 17. 'i Ij«: tlii^ l uilir 

luanl by the an^'unt cIimitIi, iti the " rlei'ls of 
file rock, and in seen t places ; ' to >^li]cb ronmiunira- 
tioiis the A poetic o.!c. n lie snxs, “ Uod> 

at suiuii Y tiijh s and in di-.n^ inuin)t‘r>, spake, in 
te.iH* past unto liie fatheis by tiu* prophet v" Hth. 

» A l>ut tile {OX tnl Mjiiiul v\an more riftiiul imd 
lull when It came liiiii \\ln» Hctiw<l the Spilit 

l^>t)i;d wtul wliu mxU\ to Um cHttsii 

uppoiiiieU to entuLliiJi hit kingdom, “'J ho Com- 
fuii^r, which U tlie Holy (ihokt, whom iho THthei* 
will send ill iny nuinc ; lie nhall leath you all tilings, 
aiu! Iiring all lhin-ii to jour rciimniimmtei wlmUtH^vui' 
I have nuid unto Juhu, xiv, tU, 

'llic concluding patticuiai»i; which tnork the iifliiiity 
of ii<c liatural spi i«g aiul that of llie Oonpcl, are iho 
Icitilii) fit the tig-lrce und the fragrance of the vine, 
lU the till UK r Is to be iinderaiood that icpcntunco 
and the i t aiu of it, wliicli follow the prtucliing of 
lUtvvoid; and thin explication was given by llio 
limit giiioiii hiiubelf ill bin parable, which, though 
addressed piinraiiiyto thcjewi^l nation, eciually cou- 
ttriw tvtrv Ollier coinuiunitv and individual to whom 
the oiler of saKation comes. A C4Ytuin man,’' t»a\s 
onr Luid, “ |i;id a iig-tri^e pluuled in his vineyaid, 
and he- came and sought fruit thcrciui, und fourui 
none. And he said to the dressi r of liis vnieyanl, 
lt< hold, ihese three years I coiik? Peking liuil ou 
llij iig-liee, and iiiid none: cut it down; wlsy 
.iiheielh it the gioumi?” Ijike, xiii. t), 7* Ihit 
^ >ie:h the pt ople reprt*beiUcd b) this barreu tree, 
..) huAcly lepaiil the labour e\|>ended upon them, 
and did at labt suflfer the punisliiiieiit luie denouiua d 
upon lie III for their unbelief; there were other> who 
biouglii loilh much fiuit; iuui being ciigrai\ed iiiU^ 
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tilt; true vini', jrave u |i:(»chI snu*!!,’* in tin- •;lno*rity 
ot llieir iViih ami tlio purity nf C'>nvor.::itio!i. 

uft'i tiuj epriii]^ ot* Chi’istianity, \\hiLl! is aUo 
n a|j/t’d 11) tli<‘ txpcncnrp. of evory true diM’iple \\ho 
li« :irk<'ns lo ihe voire of llie Hriilegrooin, aihesat the 
rail of cov^rrsioii, arrepu with thunkful- 
in sw tin; rlVrr of ^rnr**, amJ sluilies with tin* ntuvi-t. 
iliii‘4c'nri* lo iki unto (iod a a:iv our vt 

C-liiUi/' Cur. ii. KV. 
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1 ili: .»l*)njlUAL I.KlUMtOV. 

S'>!oinoj|\ V. Jo'p, hut //.y hrfv t 

uakcih* 

ifowivi’u hrantiful nml captiNuiint!: the t5^iiriUi\« 
P 'llions of SLiiptur<* un^ to the iniiiH that miJv 
into ilh; lipint of them, iheiv l.'* no *in)ull tliHiruhy iti 
ilii* ujiiilkation of panicular iltj^eiipiions, ariot.^ 
from the euuiiuu» ditfiileiire whicli the chustt iiM 
jinljintni of tile believer will rtlw«\a feel, ^^hen in. 

d m eiintt*n«pKit!ii^ the cii;blei;ui?ie. lepiesenta^ 
iion.t, or »Mnljo!itaI lununu<re> of the Holy ifraele'?, 
\\ hili! h<#)))o rejijiird all the eouteuti of the inspired 
p'loek N\iUi ihit ftamo iiiiicul apatiiN or xpecuiuiivo 
4 iint»iiy, N'ihicli tliev (\\rrti)ie in iho study of human 
suilin;;-*, lh«*re are othirs ^\ho rt line the piaiutHt 
I'ehniouii into ullegoiuH, tnul (vuifound the literal 
M'tjse hy fanciful iiiteipivtmioius, id' no practical 
utility. 'rintJ*, between the one and the other, some 
of tho morit important iiiul cdirvinii? pait!» of iho 
SaerutI \'ohnne have been *o irrcveivmly or iinjiru- 
deutly treuii.'d, as to not muuy scrimiH porsoirs against 
iht) leiulmg of tiio niYNiioal Scriptures, thinking that 
ilicy urc loo iuiritalc to be imclt:r>tood, or too ub- 
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fiCiiiT to be instructive. By this means, what va% 
cioiiiiied lot llit' universal ben< iit ot‘ the cluiicli, and 
the editication of the lieliever in r\rrv iioe, fails to 
yielil that counsel and comfort which, when did} 
considered, it is most powerfully calculated to im- 
part. It was not for this, surely, that the wisdom 
of(M>dga\e iiiforniatioii to inun, and coiuU -tcendid 
to make him acquainted with tlie iinsteries ot re- 
demption, in various forms and under inan\ sensible 
n presi ntatioiis. yXs Uitse songs arc either of tlivinc 
or human composition ; if they are \et to n‘tain that 
]daee in the Sacied Canon, which has been all4>tted 
t)i« 111 by the unanimous consent of the anciiiit cIiuh li. 
tl.i ii it certain that they are liolx in their sigintiea- 
tioii, and nui«t consequiaitly he profitable for lioc- 
tiine and instiiK'lKui ill iightet usiu sv, to the end I'f 
time. Ill ail that concurs the io\al Biidegiooin and 
hl'^ htimhic but exalted spotiM', wt* ha\e a li\el\ 
inti n -t ; for, tin* obj« cts of grace, and the heiis t»l 
a kingilotii Sicurui tor u^ by this nu fl.ible union, 
whatever is sidd of the btide is avlihev^tl b\ ll e 
Spiiit to all who, like her, ful lh..t liny ati* iiUtiK 
miserable without the enjo\iiniit of the Uedei nn i s 
love. 

When we dismiss all other considt rations from om 
atleeliiiiis, and lhir*-t for that happiness whiili Hows 
onl\ fioiii tin fountain of living watir, opened li\ 
the ineariiatimi ami >utf< rings of the Mciliatoi made 
kiif>wii by liViialtoii, and imparted b\ the rsjiiMt, 
tiieii shall \\4* « nt< r into the tnll iia anmg nt tin- 
iiiviite epi'halumiuni, and be t*nabied to make the 
language tif the iiude our own; when sin* is laiinnl* 
mg in soiiir>qn\ In r desolate condition, m' spiakmg 
th« prais4*s of her Loid to the sui loinulmg ni:inhn>; 
V. iuMislie is tri muloij*>l\ aiiswtring his call with hol\ 
japture, or, li aiU ss of danger and leguidh ol oppo- 
biiion, she .si<k.s his piiseiice with unxioits th ^irt*. 
'Jh«i** is» one tfinuikable scene in the p.ec**, Ih'Ui 
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\Nliirli wo ii)*a> derivo both valuabio instriK’tioii and 
aw fid warniiMjr. It may in fact bo ooii^idcrod a'» 
foriniii'j; till! busici>t part of tho whole performance, 
and tiiat where the real design of the representation 
hi gins to unfold itself most conspicuous!) in th«! 
cliaracU rs of the two objects herein delineated, l lie 
hridc* having compart d hciself to a garden, and the 
objeit of la r best afliK:tioiis to a fountain of living 
wati r, breatlies forth a fervent praxer, tliat all her 
virtues may be leiidercd acce]>tablc to him ; Awake, 

0 north wind, and come thou south; blow upon 
my gard« ii, that the spit es thereof may tlow’ out , 
the n let m\ beloved rome into his gardt ii and eat lii^ 
plta^ant fiiills.” After siieh an afleetionate e\pii 'i- 
sion of h(T love, and such a longing desiie fm' lii^ 

< omiitg, in whom -all lier stnil tleligiitetl, it miglit 
litne In ell e\p<Tted that she would have eagerly run 
to receive him t*ii hearing his voire, saving, 1 am 
. oiin* into mv garden, my sister, my spouM!^ I luiv«* 
uaiiuMtd mv invnh with my spire : 1 have eaten my 
iioiieveoiiib witli my hmiev : 1 have diunk my wine 
wilii mv milk; eat, (> friends; drink, vea tliink 
aiiniidaiitly, 1) IhIovciI.'’ Here the intiialy is le- 
piid with the fullness ol kiiidntss, an e\nberaiiee t»f 
jo\, and the piepaiutioii of a splendid haiu^ut't, siiitid 
t4) the nuptials of a moiiarcli ; but bow is the rail 
;u repteti , while aie the vvt tiding gut'Nis, the min- 
stri U with the soniid of iniith, and the hridt' with her 

1 - .fnl uainr Instead <»f being reaily at the emning 
ot le* lovid siiitoi , and ha-teniiig in glati prores>ioii 
| , iiithiale thi; inuiriage t*f the gieat king, the still- 
jves^ of lit atli is spnati ihrougii the whole pavilion, 
a. id tilt! -^p“usv heiself, on hearing liis voice, taiiitly 
ihuimniH, “ I sitep, but mv ht'ait waketh.” In this 
siatiMiiil the Ihidegrotnn ti:id tlie iliuich wiieii he 
t unit*, h\ viitiu' of the' oiigiiial promise, and agret able 
to (he lepeuteii tit ( iaiutioiis given ihtougii the iiit dium 
0 -* pnipLec) ; vet his ovtilnics were slighted, his calls. 
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botlj o*‘ iMPirv jndirimnl, wen* alike miliCctbMl ; 
and whvu he i?cnl out his mnants lo rail them Uiat 
were biilileii lo iljt* niamftjje, they niadr lijiht of it, 
and went their ways, one to hi»i farm, and auollit'r 
lo hi'* inerriiandize i\s llir betrothed inaicieii hi tlie 
Sonu exrubcd her sloth ami imfiffeivnce, 1 htot* ]uit 
oM’ my vest, how :<hal! J init it our 1 ha\e M’aslied 
iiiv tW't, how shall I delile llu*ni ?** Such tiealnieiit 
did iIm Mi ssiali e\j>erieiicc when he eainc unto his 
o’.Mi, wlu) ‘‘ despist*d and rejected him us ii nmu of 
aorrovvtt, and a('qiiaintcd with grief; hiding as it were 
iheii far OH from him, and esteeming him not.” Is. 
liii. S. 'riie rlnirrh was indeed awakened at !ii»r 
voile, hut she unit not forth to meet him ; in con- 
SMjui'iire of Mhirh ingratitude and negligenee the 
Jiriiie^j 5 r<iom df‘|iurtid, uud ttbensoii of snirth, inquiry, 
arid |H*is( rution foilowu). Ilis tirbi udwnt 
crjijiidiHi uith trouble, tv-iog opposed by rrhuke and 
liia‘*j>lieltiy \xheie he had ewiy I'euson to lo<»k tor 
f\ jo\tul uelroine, and t*- he obeyed with rhcerfulia 
Some I’aiihtnl sn vunf *, li b true, altenih dto hn in\i- 
lation, and loilow* d his foot‘'leps in the mid*! ui 
It pioai ii and >]•>!, iif^*, |K>Viity ami denlli ; Inn ih‘*v 
wt'ie lew in imaihi? , simple hi ronditiuu, and weak 
iii , \et or -lo-li as iluhe did In f'Tiu his e**! !> 

blislnmnl U|h*ii eajih, which \.ill looionu* to in- 
rrea»‘C and innhij*)*/ till bU stcund eoinut*^, when tin: 
i-tpouNals shuli b* eclebraled with i^oUiun i>oiup and 
glonous inaj« m hcHMii. 'I'o that li a^l uie we 
i.'died b'\ ihi' >1 hit, whi* I’oifiniiuid'i n^ to jr. l.*? 
piop bi» Jt bs the cuiti\:ition of »:!i t< i :}^' is 

jiiii! ih;‘ pj Tit. ?ir •' 1*1 .*v{ ry dnJy, so llK*t v. h; u ‘h * lo ido- 
ioii:«lh v * tiiuy be funtid wiii» I'Ui Limps 
iriniitiLi*, riadv to with hljn lo tin- inai j ; 
wlnie the ^ ari h'''S ,mil the siotidul are dnil out !<‘i 
e*er. “ W atch, lie u fore; bn \e know iicdher the 
day nor the hour wherein the Soil of Man e<uiu ili/* 
Malt. Nxv. U, 



THE OfVINE INTERCOVRSE. 


' 26 ^ 


JULY THE TENTH. 

*TI1E. DIVINE JNTERCOLRSE. 

Solomon’s Spn^^ vii. 11, IS,— Cowe, mif beloved^ 
lei m^o forth itflo the field \ let vs lod^e in the 
villages, Jjet m get up early to the vineyards^ 
lei us see f the vines fourjsk ; whether the tender 
grape appear^ and th€ pomegranates bud forth ; 
there xciU I give thee my loves. 

Ir'bas been (he iiiwge fa!^ of the Canticles to be 
admired by die best judges of poetical elegance, as 
a series of exquisite edi^es upon the tendsrest of ail 
subjects ; and vet to be treated whh a degree of cold 
indifference by those who, f^om their ^principles ami 
piety, ought to have ,|^rized thc^ poems on ac<;!ount of 
« ut sfuritnaf se;ise uhicli jpves them all their Jife and 
iittere.st. , llie fab^lii^licnicy of some wilt not allow 
uiiy oduT nieanJi>g .Ip theiie pastorals than what is 
obviously crnitaineci letter of the dialogue, and 
(be aiiiiple -coiistnict^ of (lie story. Eut if the 
mystical cbat*a^fer be taken away, it is obvious tliac, 
whatever iniijr be |he litcraiy excellence of (be piece, 
U can havo no legitimate claim to its present 
station, 'llic contcuts of the Holy Volume are of a 
far higher iiud than the productions of mere genius 
and were imparted for a more important piurposo 
than to gratify the uiind by curious information, op 
to cburiii it by the bariuqny of numbers and the 
bitmity of description. Though the subject is a, royal 
marriage, it is sudt an one as never took place in the 
person of Solomon, or any other earthly king ; for 
the circumstances which, ure related of the parties 
cannot, with reasonable probability, be stippcmd 
<»f any moving in Uuit s|>bere of elevated life, 
'riicso extraordinary .occurrences, involving dhfress 
and poverty, walciiiiig and wekrilMt^, lubemr and 
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persrcution, all ternunating in a blessed union and 
gioriouti exaltatioiiy sufbciently indicate the allrgorical 
character oi' Uie entire pcH'ni, the moral of which is 
divine, though the language i» accoiiiiuodutcd to the 
perceptions and feelings of human nature. c 
have caught a glimpse of the real Bridegroom in tlie 
:«hade \\ hicli overspreads the piece ; but he was no 
HX)in;;r di\indy and his voice Ireard, than lie as 
i>uddeiily disappeand^ leaving the slumbering fair* 
one to mourn. Inu* indiscrctioiii and to seek the ob* 
ject of her expectation amidst the cares and resistance 
of tlie World, lliis wonderful l^ersotiage \va^, how* 
ever,' found by the meek and quiet spirits, who 
awoke at the call of grace, und became the first* 
fruits of the Redeemer’s buiuiliatioii ; the inembers 
of tliat community, which lie bath sanctified and 
cleansed with the washing of w ater by the Wortl ; 
that he might present it to himself a glorious church, 
not Iiaviug spot or w’rtnkie, or any such tiling ; but 
that it should be liol^ and without blemish.*' Kpbes. 
V. 26 , 27. Ibe visibla church is in die Scripture 
generally compared to a garden or vineyard ; and this 
idea corresponds with the deseriptioii of that sac red 
ioclosurc, over which the first man was estabiishid, 
both as a ruler and cultivator ; and where he might 
have attained hajppii^s in the eternal progression of 
improvement, if ne had not forfeited the blessing h^ 
an ofience, which airionnted to rebellion and sacri- 
lege. Au the terrestrial paradise was distinguidicd by 
the tree of life, which constituted its esMential glory; 
so Clmst, as the true vine, inqiarts vitalitv to the 
ebureb ; and it is only by conimuiiioii with him that 
we have either the will or the tmwTr to bring forth 
the fruiU of righteousness* hi tiiis Divine plantation 
the quickening eneigy of the Spirit is coptinutdly 
reviving and tiourUlhng the heirs of itnniortulity ; ** us 
the earth bringefb forth her bud, and as tiie gardi H 
dUieetb the tliiuge that are sown jlbercin to spring 



TIIK mviNK INTKHCOURSIi. ‘2^)7 

forth.** Is. I.\i. 1 1. The imagery of llie mystic* song 
is of the t^ainc kind, and conveys the same meaning, 
being designed to rr|>reseiit the blessings of tlie 
(jospel and the extent of the church, under tiie 
immediate influence of the Messiah, as her priest, 
lawgiver, and king.. When he appears in his me- 
diatt>rial character, the spouse intreats him to ac- 
company her ** into the held, and to lodge in the 
villages;*' by which is to be understood the mani- 
festation of liis name and the diflfiision of the glad 
tidings of salvation among all nations ; for the field, 
in this place, denotes the world at large, while the 
villages are expressive emblems of the particular 
churches planU'd in different countries. Thoe 
branclu's of the Christian family, dispersed ovcv 
many regions, and diversifled by various peculiariiit's. 
which affect not the radicid principles of faith, are 
the objects of His care and love, who is said to 

walk in tlie midst of the s^^en golden candlesticks.” 
Rev. ii. I • Now this vmon.of the apostolical prophet 
was an illustration of the tender scene exhibited in 
the allegorical poem ; for as the Almighty Saviour 
visits the churches to examine their coi^ition, t<i 
ndininister counsel, and give them suitable warnings 
and promises; so die bridegroom, in tlic song, is 
desired to get up early to see if tlie vine flourishes ; 

whether the tender grape Uppear, and the pome- 
granates bud forth.*' 

Here w'e are taught the same great and momentous 
truth which runs throughout the whole of our Lc>rd’s 
public doctrine, and the directions given by his 
A polities for the conduct of the Christian life, that 
faith without works is dead while at the same time 
we learn that the vivifying Spirit, whereby our services 
ure rendered acceptable to God and protiiabie to Ins 
church, comes from our unioii with Him who is 
culled the second Adam, because he hath restored 
lliat which was lost by tlio first. l am the vine> yo 
M « 
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an* the branches,” saith the Saviour; he that 
abidah in iue» aiui 1 m him, .like same bringeth forth 
jni d\ fruit ; -for vvithout me ye can do nothing/' 
.\v. Now it folloHs, as a iiecessuiv con- 
M‘o»:t nee, that if the root be t>ne^ and if there can be no 
lih o! fruitfnincss but what is derived fiotn thence, 
inn^t, as the disciples of Cinist, he united with 
fucli other. Arc(»rdiog to iiiatty unavoidable cii- 
« nin-stanees, indi td, both chuieln.s, as well as iiuii- 
Milual believers, may Ire cliarueteti/ed by varif>u» 
ihstinctions ; but, instead of weakening the bond of 
alfect ion,- these shadi s of dtflcrenre sliould invigorate 
tlie whole body tii the increase of tliat faith which 
workelh b> love/’ (Jal. v. (>. liut tliU consulcratioii, 
though it is an incrtcnicnt to cinuity and zeal, so far 
from giving ciicoiiragenieut to divisions, ar.d the 
forinalioii oi' new professions and societies, under tin* 
pre tence of a purer woiship and {greater cditicatioii, 
iliit'clly cotideiuiis nil such separations asa s# lf*w tiled 
departure from tliat cotniiinnkm of wbich Christ is the 
head; and from wliom flie whole body, iitly. joined 
together and compacted by fbaC srhi«Ji every Joint 
.supplii di, according to tbe effectual working in the 
measure of efery part, inaketh incrcata; of the body, 
unto the edifying, of itself iu love/' Kphes. iv. Mi. 
It is in this orderly tiK:kisure/where each humble and 
submissive spirit is cdoteAt to follow rather than lead, 
that tbe Ixrrdof the vineytird delights fu dwell, mark- 
iiig the improvement of ev*ery biaiicb, and iinpuitiiig 
grace to all, according to Jtlieir stations and itced^ 
agreeable to his ptomise; ** I w'ill pour water upon 
him that is thirsty, amt floods upon the dry ground: 
I will pour my Spirit u]Knt thy s^eed, and my bles^^ing 
upoik thine offspring. And they shall spring up as 
among tlie grass, as willows by tlie Matcixouises/’ 
Is. xliv, 3, 4. 
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THE WORD OF PROPHECY. 

Laliili, a. 1, fl.^The IVORD that Isaiah^ the son 
of AmdZj sntv yoncerning Judah and Jei nsa^An* 
And it shaft come to pass, in the fast dat/s, that 
the mountain of the Lord's house shall he csta^ 
bitshf'd in the top of the monatuins ; and shall 
he exalted above the hills; and all nations shall 
Jloze unto it* 

Wn EN we read .tliat ftie Word was made 
and dwelt among us/’ our mincb are imniediauly 
impresMd with the idea of a Divine Person descend- 
ing froni on high^^ind taking upon him the tabernacle 
of a vinHile foriu^ :for some .^i|t and gracious piir- 
pose^ becoming the .wisdom of ^od, and necessary 
to the happiness of man. It is impossiUe to put 
any other constrjucfioii rlipoi> the deciai atioii^ without 
clistorling the plaineil language into an iininteUigibie 
enigma, and inyolving the simple narraiive of facts in 
the darkness of allegory and fable, the moral of which 
niny bo matter of agreeable speculation, but can 
never acquire the force of an iiitiiuiUible rule, either 
with j'c.s{H!Ct to faith or manners. But what the 
evangelical hisilonai] utlirins to hu\e taken place, was 
made known bevf ral ages before to the prophet, who 
d('^criI)i•<l this miracuious iiicariratiun in llio plainest 
terms, and who had Iduisclf m view of t!»e wonderful 
IVrsooage, concerning whose life aii^l sud'eiiugs, 
d<‘alli iuki resurrection, he was enabled to reveal the 
inosf e.\act predictions, uttiiided with particulars so 
|neci>c and circuinstantial, that the discovery ctmid 
lni\e proct*eded from no other source than the eternal 
Spiiit. befoie whom all that is future is as the past. 
N\wv that a \V ord should be seen, ctTlaiiilv tioes 
.Sitimd extruu) dinary, aiul to some iiiny ap^ienr as 

M tl 



v7(» TiiK \vor*n or rnopiiKtv. 

• ontiadif torv to coininoii .cetisc; bilt it is not moiv 
ihan that the same Word should become etn- 
bodii'd^ and move about frotn place to place. Yet 
the vevv object %\bich the prophet beheld in a vision, 
an .Apostle iuforuis (he church, was maiie familiar to 
hifii'-cif and other chosen witnesses; “ that \%hich 
was from the beginning, which wc have heard, 
which we have seen with our ejrcs, which we have 
looked upon, end our hands have handled of Lite 
Word of Liie/^ 1 J0I11I9 i- !• 'rbia Word was 
therefore substantial; so the term mi^. el- 
ways be understood whenever it occurs in the 
Did Tesfanteni, whether hy itself, or connected with 
the inefiable name of die self-existent Power, in 
whom we five» move, and hive oiir bcipi* As the 
oral expresMon, dcclemlory of menAi will, cemiol be . 
separated fipm the idea of bis person; tm tbe Lofo$, 
or Word of God, pecesitrily conv^ dm persneston, 
(hat whatever that may he wbidi is ^ringiiulied 
ihis appellative, it mui^ |je- emqjtisH y divine. It 
should always be borne m Jj^ndf spiritual things 
are made knoii'n to os tioder fdrBM and by modes of 
speech adapted to our conceptions; but which, after 
ail, can express no more iban very faint shadows of 
what they represent. This is more esi>ecially the 
case widi respect lu (he Difine nature and attributes, 
which are exliibited io language forcible and siibluiu*, 
yet so awfully figurative and tremeuduusiy obsciin* 
as to bumble tiie Wise in the midst of their most 
intense inejuines, by confounding, with new and itiix> 
plicable difficulties, all siieculathms which go btyoiifl 
the revealed testimony. Scrii>lure, then, must 
inh rpreted by itself, in all points that relate to tho 
essf^nce of God, and bis operations in the visible and 
invisible world. All dial is iitiiiarCed in the lioly 
Oracles is an act «if condescension to* the sous of 
men, the most sagai'iotis of whom never could have 
discovered any part of the Divim^ iiitcutioiis from 
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the things which are created, oven though all nature 
may be justly considt red a- yielding abundant evi- 
dences oi lutiintc powp** and intelligence. no- 

thin*" bovowd the niechanicut constructio^of the 
imiverw, could bo asewtuined by luiniaii observation; 
for the know lege of events hidden In the womb oJf 
hittirity, and depuKleiit upon contiiigenciea, over 
whieli mnuhaano contmid, must Iranaceiid the reuth 
frt‘ ihu higlieiit^ ciitmcityi i»« imollect being able to 
peii^tmlCs initttdfdi iuU) thudeyeiopmimntof lnlcum- 
atuttce!l wfitcb art n» yet involved in the dark ab>Hit of 
•eertt caunea. The inolioiui of the planets may bo 
calculattd» and tlie cotgunetiopa of those bodies 
determined with precisioii ; while palient computa- 
tion and at^rate measuresnenl will enable the scien- 
tific observer so delineate die orbits and predict die 
vetnnis of eomelii whose rare oceorrence and por- 
tentous appeartnoe never fMI to astonish the ignorant 
and alarm, the suMistidoui. But the rise of new 
empires never tTomd have been foreseen* nor dm 
limits of dteir dnralioii de^ed* by any other wisdonv 
than that which eome^ difecuy fVom above ; by tlie 
itninediate inspiration of Him ** who made the eardi 
and created man upon it; whose hands slrelchetl out 
llic heavens* end who ccnnmaiideth all their host.” 
Is. xlv. 13 . lliis knowl^e was Imparted to Isaiah 
in a more copious degree than to any other of die 
pnipbets ; and that mind must be sunk into a state of 
total insensibility, or hardened by inveterate preju- 
cltce, whi<*h is uimOccted by the oracles contained in 
dies4> divine com [K>sit ions. 

Ihe Word, umler whose guidance the prophet 
wrote, directs his revelations to Judah and its capital, 
because this nation and that city are primarily con- 
ceriieil in all the eveuts foretold, and in a more |iar- 
ticular nmnicr are they * interested in that universal 
blessing which forms Ihe prevailing subject of die 
whole book ; for out of Zion shall go forth the 
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Jaw, and the \\ ord of Jebovali from Jernsalein/* 
iUit at \^llat lii.io, iiiav it be asked^ did this kingdcmi 
<•1 lid legislative fnstem to the rest of inAiikiiid; 

and iiA'bat seikse could it be ever said that the au* 
thority of the lawgiver, here called the Word of 
Jt‘ho\:di, Vl as acknowlc^ed beyond the precincts of 
Jacob’s peculiar iiiheritaiicc ? SuCh, however, must 
he tile meaning of the prophecy, for it is expressly 
a>serted that all nations shall Qow unto the moun- 
tain of the Lord’s house ; and the peoples (by whom 
flic Gentiles are always to be understood^ sliall say, 
i'oine ye, and let us go up to the mountain of 
the Loid, to the house of the God of Jacob ; and 
liii will teach bs of his waySi ttid ikt wilt walk in his 
paths.” S j far from any thtfig'of thi$ kind itaving taken 
place, Judah is seniteri^, nnd its city is habitation 
<»f Strangers; die scit^ of the temple cannot be traced, 
aiKl the whole Lefitkai inscitetion has long since 
given way to forntMif and ceiei^iries nliich have little 
resemblance to tbelaerof Moses*’ jpas the prophecy 
^ then failed, or is it yet lO'COtoe t r The answer can 
* only be obtained by Wiiether any Divine 

rule of universal imtiort lias pit>ceeded from Zion, 
and been received by the wnliles; who, in sub- 
mitting to that system of righteousness, Jiavt; bccuiine 
the subjects of Jrfimuh,' the Word. Without look* 
ing, ihon, for a future accomplishment of tlie pro- 
phecy, let the believer and the unbeliever, the .lew 
and the Gentile, attentively consider what folh^wed 
this extraordinar} commission, given to a few pour, 
unlettered, and^ ptrseemed men, by ilini whom 
Isaiah saw hi this vision, and beheld again in the 
glory of the temple. llieii opened Jestis their iin- 
dcrstandiiig, that they tniglu understand the Scripture s, 
and said unto them, Thus it is wiitten, and thii.H it 
b(lio\eil Christ to .*>ulter, and to lise fran the dt ad 
the third day: and that re|>entance and rcinis- 
of sins siiouid be preached in his panic, among 
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all nation*), bpginniiip; at Jenisi.lcin. Aiul ye are 
Hitncsscs of these things.” Luke, x\iv. 4j — ^‘6. 


JULY THE TWELITII. 

THE MIRACULOUS CONCEPTION. 

Isaiah, vh. 14.— 7Vi^* hh/ixe/f' shall f^ive j/on u 

; licholdy a I ir<nu shall aatceixt and bear 
a son, and shall call fus mine dinnuiHuvL 

T IMS rtMnaikable prophecy has been the subject of 
much lahotircd cnticisni ; and some writers, in the 
plenitude of their 2 e<d, have endeavourtd to evplain 
that by coi:je‘cture which an evangelist has applied to 
the niiiacuious conception . announced in the ange* 
lical iiics.s«ige ; ** Now all this was done that it 
might he fuiliUetl which was spoken of the l.ord by 
the prophet, sayjjjig, liiduiid, a Virgin shall he witli 
child, and they sliali call hU name Eininur.uel, which 
being interpreted, is, Gwdwitli Matt. i. .^2. OJ. 
As if ilic sacred historian had anticipated the objec- 
tioiis ('f iiiibelievers, and the accommodating schemes 
of ( oiinitentutgrS, he declares with great pn clsiou 
and soh'iniiity, that the prediction and the event wt'io 
pnipuscly connected in the Divine mteiition, or liiat 
tile multi r revealed by s^icciul coimnimicutloii froni- 
heaven to the spouse of the bhsscd Virgin, was the 
dcsigiad object of the promise. Now as Ibis 
aiiUiority was nut necessary to the cre<lit of the ii:ir> 
i.ative, no grave writer would have adduced it witii 
such a strong asseveration, if the passage was to be 
considercil only os an iliustrulivc iigurc of the niur« 
\ei lulls incident which he was liluting. Hut the 
Apostle afHvins, in language not to be misnr.dvt stood, 
that the subject of the celtstirtl embassy >vas the 
sume witli tly|^ of the prophetical dccluiatiou, and 
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therefore the prediction must be limited to one event, 
vliicli being a sign from lieaven, was unequalled Ui 
the course of nature. Unless, therefore, a prepos- 
terous .concession is made to heretical sophistry, by 
distnembenng this venerable Gospel \>f its two first 
chapters, the prophecy, as far as the quotation ex- 
tends, muvst* be confined exclusively to the circum- 
stance recorded in this history, ilie great source 
from whence all the mistakes and peridexities have 
arisen in the discussion of this passage, has been the 
limitation of tlie sign in the way of consolation to 
Abaz and his attendant princes. But the fact is, 
that the ins|>ired messenger reproved the king of 
•ludah, and the men of that generation, for their in- 
fideli^ ; and he denounced against that kingdom 
severe judgments, almost amountii^ to an entire 
dereliction. Ahae, distressed as he was by a formi- 
dable confederacy, no nttenlion to the message 
of the pro|)het ; ana* lie even refused to Mcept the 
ofier that'^vas made him in the name of the ix>rd. 
Notwithstandi^ this obdtisacy and impiety, Isaiah 
proclaimed a^ign, not fpy thb csicouragemeiit of the 
reigning monarch, who still pefvisted in his idolatry, 
but to the house of Dav^, '4lieteby giving an assur- 
ance that the original covenant made with the head 
of this royal lineage diould be completely esta- 
bhdied. At this time there were many things w hich 
might have led eveq the most pious mind to fear, 
and the strongest to despond ; for the situation of 
.Itidah vi'as such as to give no hopes of deliverance, 
^iucc, besides the unnatural alliance of isrnel and 
Svria against it, tiie whole state Was sniik in corrup- 
tion. Yet the Aimij^ity was niiiidfitl of lits wont; 
and ilierefore, in this dark and perilous time, lie 
sent his servant to declare that this eoalitton should 
be destroyed, tiecause it had for its object the anui- 
hilarion of the house of David. By making a breach 
ill the succession, the conspirators l^ipid to ett‘ei.1 
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the ruin of that which they held in dread and abhor* 
rcnce. The revelation imparted by Isaiah was therefore 
genera]^ and intended to become matter of record^ to 
show that neither die present combination, nor any 
future elTorts, should succeed in overturning that 
decree hy wiiich the blessing of. a glorious reign and 
perpetuity was secured to the family of David- 
Ahaz had no personal concern in this sign and 
promise ; nor was the wonderful child l)ere described 
to arise in his days, though the monarch ilid indeed 
receive an assurance' that shortly his laud sliquid be 
deliveretl from its invaders. Much has been said 
upon the characteristic distinction given so enipliu- 
tically by the prophet to the mother of the infant 
distinod to ap|)ear as a sign from heaven ; for sini>e 
tin; application of Ifac prediction to the Son of Mary, 
the Jci^s, and other unbelievers, have endeavoured to 
iiiake it appear that the word Virgin means iu> more, 
in this place, tliaii a young woman. If lids were ad- 
mitted, the prophet^s dccinratiori would be dt'piived 
aitoget!i('r of its predictive di^iity, and cease at once 
to be any sign of the Divine, mterposition. 'I'he 
Jewish authors of the Greek version were belter 
aequaintod with their own iai^uage^ or rather they 
had no iiiduccnients to commit any violence upon 
the customary phraseology, when tlicy rendered the 
worii as we do, by one that signifies a female in the 
most ptrft*ct state of purity. Yet by a very dos|>eratc 
blunder, which is cointiiuii to niaiice, the enemies 
of our faith have pres^eil into their service Agiir s 
ruiguiatical mystery, which, as it stantls in our truns- 
.iatioii, might seem to be for them ; but according to 
the original it ought to be rend thus, the way of the 
Migh^ One in the Virgin.’' Prov. x.\x. If). Ano* 
ther objection raised against llie appiicatioii of this 
propliei^y to the infant of Uethlebeni, is taken from 
the apfrellatiou borne by the precheted child, wlndi 
vdbully difiWs from that anuounced by the angel «u 
M (i 
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ihe virpii mother and her Imsbaud. But tliough oui 
laurel waa not called Kmmauucl literally, he was 
<ii!!>tinguishcd by that transcendent name, ot uhich 
the prophetic prcnoniination waa no more than a 
prri|vhrastic cn position. As the Woid was made 
fiesh, or tuheruacled witli us, he had a name expres- 
sive of his essential and of the ribject of 

liis incarnation, which was to ^ave. his people fioiii 
their sins. That term, which is significant of self- 
existence, became incorporated with another, de- 
noiing^ the nnion of Him w"fao b<n'o it witli mairs 
nature for the great purpose of universal salvation. 
'I'he ])rophc't here describes both t|ie person and his 
name, his descent and ins ofliices, m language which 
will he found to corri‘S|K>iid the his- 

tory of iliin who was both thc^Mrd of David and 
his son;’' o/ whom that monarch wrote, and in 
whom he believed as bis Gcal aiul Saviour ; but u bo 
descended from him acrarcitug'^lo iiie flesh, that this 
and all the other prtdicthms be ftilfillcd. 

Ibis doctrine of tlie tnijracttiops conception bas 
been a stumbiiiig-hlock to many; yet unless we give 
up the whole of Christiatiay, and the boily of pro- 
phetic evidence by whiib it is sitp|K>rted, nothing 
can be more cerUiiti than that the ancient cimrcli 
trusted for reclemplioit only to a Mediator, who 
sbouid tiiule the human to the Divitie nature, in a 
mannei iucomprelurisible to tnir reason and percep- 
tions. It is decei ving of serious .aticnttoii, that the 
promised Ibdt enter speaks utiifin inly of hU inoiher 
ill the pi<fpli< tic Scriptures, but uevtr of any iiiiint:- 
dUte paternal origin. Among oilier pluees to thus 
pill pose, the following i» reiuafkuble, and may 
j isily be coii'^ider^.d as a full expltcatioii of the 
prctiicud sign whuh wt; have been coiisideiiug: 
** JJshn, C> isles, unto luc ; and hearken, }<; people 
fioui fur : JihoMth liutii called me from the womb ; 
from Uie bowels of my mother hath he made uiciiUou 
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of my name. And he hath made my mouth like a 
sharp snord ; in ihe shadow of his hancf hath he hid 
me, and made me a polished shaft ; in his f]ui\cr 
hath he hid me, and said unto me, Thou art my 
servant, O Israel, in whom I will be glorilicd.’^ 
Is. xlix. 1~ J. 


JULY THE THIRTEENTH. 

THE* CHILD OF WONDER. 

Isaiah, ix. 0, 7,— Unto ma child is born^ unto us a 
SON is given ; and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder; and his name shall be called 
fyonder/ul. Counsellor^ the mightt/ God, the 
everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Of 
the increase if his government and peace there 
shall be wo end, upon the throne of David, and 
upon his kingdom, to’ order it, and to establish 
it tcith judgment arid tvilh jast ice, from hence- 
forth even for ever* The zeal of the Lord of 
Hosts Kill do this. 

i^u E prophecy contained in this and the preceding 
cliapUr, ufipeurs to have bt*eii delivered when the 
Asm I iaiis threatened the utter ruin of Judah in the 
da\s of lle^ekiah, after having desolated Ismel ; and 
thus, h} the merciful order of pro\ideiitiut wisdom, 
hriiikiiig in pieces the confederacy fornu d against the 
house of‘ David. From the consideration and im- 
provement of tempoial judj^intiits, the Divine Word, 
speukiiig by the tiiotilh of the prophet, us usual, 
to expatiate on the certainty of the pionnse to be con- 
veyed to ail nations Uiruiigli the nuiiiutn of that 
iainily. 'rhe predicte d siun hi the jormcr propliecy 
gave an assuiance to this house, that Us security 
should remain . ttusliak Ml till the secret pni poses of 
(jiod were i'uliillcd by the birth of a cluKi out of 
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the ordinary course of nature. In the present am- 
plified description, this extraordinary infant is brought 
forwards under all the glorious circumstances of his 
matured character, as the just and eternal King. 
The two predictions, therefore, have clearly the same 
object ; for both relate to a superhuman incarnation in 
the family of David, and both d^lare that the person 
so miraculously to be born is nothing less than the 
Mighty UoD. Now if there, had been any doubt 
left i'esp(.'cting the iiiterpietatioii of the sign m<*n- 
tioD( d in the first prophecy, it will be completely 
removed by the elaborate view whicli is here given of 
this illustrious Potentate,' from his birth to the full 
establishment of his throne. On the former occasion 
it is alKrtiied that the'^ food of thiiychUd sliall be biitu*r 
and honey, by wbich we are to understand that his 
advent will be in a tiine of peace and plenty ; uiid 
this was remarkably tlie case when the true luiinaiuiel 
came to reconcile heaven atid earth, by tlie sacrilict* 
of himself, and thus'to impart the blessing of etcTn:il 
life to inaiikiiid, llijsdiet, however, for which tiie 
Saviour is said to be disiiuguUlied, must be uikIlt- 
stood of his government and doctrine, the ndc'i 
which he was to lay down conformably to his own 
example of holy living, and the great truths to be 
revealed by him for the hisuniction and ciunfort ol 
believcis. lit the paraboticid style, spiritual things 
are uniformly li^tmxt by visible repieseiitatioiis, of 
which thoM* drawn from dieKCncs of nature are die 
most coitmion ; fiaiticulurly when the matter ty|/ilied 
indicates incuUl inif>rovetnetit,auda beneficial chatigt* 
of moral condition, ''i'be ofteniiig of tlie Messialfs 
kingdom is tlu refore cotnpared, in this |>ro|4iecy, to 
the glad season of the year when the industry and 
patience of the. husbandtiiaii are rewarded with an 
abundant prospixrt and a joyful ingathering of the 
fruits of liis labours. The harvest here promis(‘d is 
rendered more grateful by die circiuMittUces wlndi 
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precede it, for. the Ty>rd hideth his face from the 
house of Jacob so that the land is covered with 
trouble, and darkness, and dimness of anguish/’ I'liis 
is a strong, but exact, sketch of the Jewish n«'ition, 
when the Sun of Righteousness arose to illuminate 
the earth ; and though that peO{>Ie were so mercifully 
preserved in die wreck of Jacob’s family, as even to 
have increased when the other branches were scat- 
tered and separated from their native land, still the 
remnant had little cause for exultation, ^ing not 
only oppressed by a foreign yoke, but more sadly 
degraded by the corruption of their principles and 
manners, "lliere, was a general famine of the word, 
and the ordinances of (Jod were set aside or per- 
verted, to make room for the foolish inventions of 
men. In all this the state of Judea, at the appear- 
ance of Christ, corresponded minutely with the 
gloomy picture drawn bv the pencil of the prophet. 
i\t such a time, when tiumm wisdom would have 
entertained ^ but faint, hopes of any Divine inter- 
ference, the arm of Omnipotence was becoming 
visible ; and amidst this obscurity, arising from pre- 
judice and superstition^ igimrance and inlidelity, the 
glory of the Lord arose and diffused its cheering in- 
dtieiice, ^ by the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in 
Galilee of the nations/’ Justly, then, did the 
evangelical historian apply this •prediction to the 
coinnu iicemciit of the Redeemer’s mission, when, 
after triumphing ovi$r the assaults of the tempter, 
** he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon 
tliti sea-cottst, in the borders of Zabuloii and Neptha- 
lim/* Matt. iv. IJ. But striking as the fact is, of 
his beginning to preach the kingdom of heaven in the 
region foretold, yet what ftdiows in the prediction 
must not be overlooked, because, when it is con- 
nected with this part of the Gos{)el, we shall And 
Uiat the whole prophetre description had then its ful- 
iiliment. It cannot escape observation, that the joy 
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of the luisbandinaii is contn^sfcd with another scene 
of :i very ihft’erent kind, and tliat the songs of the 
reapers arc biendeti with the acclaim of victory and 
the shouts of “a grateful people freed from the 
yoke of bmidagc, and the rod of the oppressor. ' 
Now it is obx ioiis that ilie joyful harvest is one of tiie 
blessings resulting from this great deliverance, and 
that the conflict, by \v liicli the whole is elTecte'd, is 
sustained by one person against adversaries Ijotb mi- 
iiierous and |K>wcrful ; for ** the feet of the armeil 
warrior, and die garment roih^d in blood, bliall be 
for a btnniiig, even fuel for ibe flre.^ This portrait, 
allowing as much as possible to the warmth and 
richness of Casti rn poetry, goes far beyond all that 
can be conceived -of any mortal chain pkm ; and the 
end of this coii<iU( st can be umkrstood in no other 
sense tliun as extending to the utter destniction of alt 
eul. Who, then, is this invincible Personage, at 
once so gracious and so terrible, the object of gun - 
ihl adorati<m and of vengeful animoHitv, the hope of 
die utflicted and Uie dread of fbe destiifyer ? To this 
inquiry tiie.piophet answers in behalf of the church, 
** Unto us a child is bom, uuto us a sou is gi\en ; 
and the goMninieiit sliali be upon his shoiitckr : and 
his iia'ie shall be called Wopdeiful., C'ounseltor, 
the Mighty Gcwl, (In? Father of the everlasting agt , 
the PruR'c of Peace.” ITiese eharacteii^slics are 
]K?culiar to the Divinity <»gS|gfd in the exercise of 
love towards man, and us they are all included 
in die cornpreluiwive^term of^liimuiiHiel, or “ t iud 
with us and trtiil miire emplialicaJly in that of 
Jesus, which is ‘‘ the jLord our Saviour.” I'loin 
this sublime viewr of the Redee'mer’s person, ilie 
prophet directs our attention to Uie nature and extent 
of his sovc*reigiity ; ** Of die increase of his govern* 
nieiit and peace, there? shall be no end; upon the 
throne of David and upon his Lingdotii to .£x it, and 
to establish it with judgiuciit and with justice, hence* 
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forth and for ever. Tlie zeal of Jehovah of hosts 
will tKTforni this^'* Attributes likti these never coalil 
be atftinied of any nionaicli, however excellent his 
character ; nor of any empire, whatever iniglu be its 
extent and durability. But all misapprehension upon 
this momentous subject is removed at once, by the 
gracious declaration, that He who sways this sceptre 
is no other than that |)Ovverful Being who commands 
the armies of heaven, and renews the souls of men ; 
who voluntarily slirouded liis Divine Majesty ii? our 
huniaiiity, that he might he made unto us wisdom, 
and rigiiteousness, and sanctification, and redemp- 
tion ; that accordii^ as, it is written, He that glorictli, 
let him glory injbeliord/* i Cer. i. SO. 


JUI^Y THE 

TUB Roi.r 4o^m OP Israel. 

Isaiah, xii. 6 .— ond fhotU, thou ir^hubitatU 
of Zion ,• for grtat is ike Holu One of Israel in 
the midst of tl%€. 

w E have heard the promise that the Mighty One 
siiould become as it were bone of our bone, aiiid flesh 
of oiir flesh, by a Divine operation in the womb of 
the \'irgiii ; and we have also observed, through tlie 
same prophetic medium, the uufolding of his glory 
as the righteous and eternal King, redeeming his 
people by conquest, and I'uling over them in peace. 
Now, at no |>erk>d of the Jew ish uionarchy can any 
scene be found that corresponds with this dc'seription; 
for the two illustrious reigns of HeaeLiuli and Josiah, 
glorious us they were, failed to render tlie throne 
permaiioiit, both princes being succeeded by others 
ot a difterciit chanicter, who ooiitamiiiattHl the nation 
by their t xaiiiple, and iiasteueU the Divine Judgment 
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by their impiety. From the time of the restoration 
of the pcf)plc by the decree of Cyrus, to the loss ot 
their independence when Judea Became a Uomm^^ 
province, the house of David was without power,, 
till it sunk into a state of obscurity and poverty. So 
far, then, w as the prediction of its stability and magiii-^ 
ficence from being realised in the appearance ot n 
temporal sovereign, tlittt each revidving year lessened 
the coidtdencci of lioj^as, and every political etiuiij^ 
reiiu>vcd the probability of a revival. Bui all ihisy 
instead of weakening the credit of propheti givea 
lustre to his character^ and sl^pi the indelible itia*^ 
jesty of truth upon hie revelations. ^ He foretold the 
dispersion of Israel and tbs desolation of Jiidub, in 
express terms, and to the fullest extent ; yet not- 
withstanding calamities deaoiuiced by him against 

both kingdoms, he turns the pktwre of woe to 
repeat the proii^, that a deliverer and king shall 
arise in the family oif David, even wRen reduced to 
its lowest state, and .deciraett as il were to the very 
root. The description of this extraordinary Huler, 
who makes his appearance under every disadvantage, 
and acquires the sovereignty without human strength 
or wisdom, plainly points* to a character and coudU 
Bon totally different from the pomp of earthly dig* 
nity and the parade of warlike atchievements. This 
righteous branch, from the withered trunk of Jesse, 
is ** anointed with the, Spirit of wisdom and under* 
standing, of counsel and strength, of knowiege and 
holy fear so that ** he judges not according to the 
sight of his eyes, nor reproves according to the 
hearing of his ears.” If in all this we perceive the 
highest measure of judicial excellence, what follows 
shows, that the Ruler, w'ho so administers riglite* 
otisuess “ to the poor and the meek,” docs it wot by 
setting up a foriiiidable kingdom in the splendour 
and terror of an external power, but by the invincible 
force of moral truth, working conviction in the hearts 
of men, and making them willing subjects of hU 
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dotiiiiiioii. Such is the Influence of his doctrine, that 
it overturns the superstitious systems of mankind^ 
however firmly established^ and those institutions 
which were of earthly origin ; while the preaching of 
the Word, by those who receive their commission 
from his lips, succeeds in mortally wounding the evil 
one. The consequence of this glorious manifesta* 
tion is figured as the reitoraticm of that puradia^uicat 
state, when .universal harmony prevailed among the 
various tribes of animal bemgs. ** The wolf shall 
. take up Ms abode with the Iamb ; and the leopard 
shall lie down with the kid $ aiid the calf, and the 
young lion^ jand the fttliiig, shall come together: 
and a little child aball lead them. And the heifer 
and the •he4>ear shall fsad together; together shall 
tlieir young onea lie down 4 and the lion shall cat 
straw like IM And the sncklkig shall play upon 
the hole of the aspic; and upon the d^ of the 
basilisk * shall 'Ae pew*weSsied cbiM lay his hand. 
They shall mt hurt nor daslisw in all nay holy moun- 
tains ; for the earth shall be m\ of the knowlege of 
Jehovah, as the waters dmt cover the depths of the 
sea.” 

Tliis exquisite picture of the renovated golden 
age, infinitely transcends all that has been painted by 
the luxuriant fancy of the poets ; and while it affords 
a clear proof that the predicted kingdom is of a 
spiritual 'nature, in which the moral principles of men 
will undergo an essential change, it points indirectly 
at the cause of tiiis wonderful alteration, in the vic- 
tory obtained over the serpent by the miraculous 
Child, who ** shuts the deceiver up in his den, and 
sets his seal upon him/’ Rev. xx. 3. But the pro- 
phet liiiiiself iuimediately explains the figurative scene 
which he had just exhibited, by representing the 
su|iertmtiiral scion from the root of Jesse, us rising 
to the height of universal observation ; so diat, like 
the pole elevated by the Hebrew legislator for the 
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recovery of the wounded Israelites, this Saviour be- 
comes an ensign to the peoples, or the gentile na- 
tions, who unite in repairing to this standard; after 
•which the outcasts of Israel are gathered, and the dis- 
persed of Judah are collected from the four extremities 
of the eanh. This united and redeemed church now ' 
appears, professing the same faith, and singing the 
high praises of Jehovah, who hath called the various 
members of the great community together by his 
grace, and renewed theta by his spirit ; so that 
“ with joy they draw water out of the wells of salva- 
tion.” As there is blit one Redeemer, so these as- 
sembled multitudes, made «p of all the varieties of 
mankind, are here beautifully de^ribed in. the act of 
satisfying their thirsty soub froni the same fountain, 
aud in the fullness of their joy, praising Jehovah; 
calling upon his name, and di^larihg his marvellous 
doings to each ether By an abrupt, but most 
expressive transition, the prophet concludes the hymn 
of gratulation by indicating dto Divine Person, from 
whom all these blessings flow* attd 'Vho becomes the 
attractive object of faitth and love to the inhabitants- 
of the whole earth ; Cry out and shout, thou inha- 
bitant of Zion; for great is the Holy One of Israel in 
the mjdht of thee.” This was an appellative, by 
which the Jewish churdi always ackiiowleged the 
self-cxislent Being, who was her Odd and King; 
the same that called Abraham, and changed tlie nainO 
of Jacob; that commissioned MtNes out of tbc 
flaming bnsli, and of whom David said, “ 1 will 
praise thee with the pVallcrv, even thv liuih, O niv 
Ood : unto thee will 1 sing with tliJ harp, O thou 
Holy One of Israel.” Ps. Kxi. C'2. Uns piojihetio 
hymn of Isaiah made a part of the tempbj service at the 
feast of tubcriiacles, when the people went with gieal 
exuUalioii to fetch water from the funiitaiii of Siluali, 
springing at the loot ol mount Zion; and this heing 
bj ought up with giial ccrcftiony, was poured, with a 
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mixture of wine, upon the bacritici s, while the congre- 
gation j .ined in Ringing, With jo) bhull ye draw 
wattM out of the wells of salvation.'* It was on this 
last great day of the feast that the Holy One apiMiaietl 
in the midst of Zion, and in direct fulliilnn- tit of the 
prediction, lie stood and cried, sa\ing, If any 
iiKin thirst, let him tome unto me and diink. lie 
tliat hclievcth on me, as the Sciipture hath said, 
Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water/' 
John, vii. 37, 38. 


JULY THE FIFIEENTII. 

THE SUKE FOUNDATION. 

Isaiah, xxviii. l6.— JBefAciW, I (ay in Zion, for a 
foundation^ a stone, a tried Hone, a precious corner- 
atone, a sure foundation : he that believelh shall 
not make hasten 

ni'iiis chapter cbnbuns a mixture of heavy demincia- 
tions and affecting . renioiistrances, tlireiitcnings of 
ti'inporal punishnienta and the promise of spiritual 
hlessings. I'lie ruiir of Israel by Shalmanexer is 
compared to the terrible effects of a tempest of hail, 
a destroying storm, and kn, overwhelming flood. 
Having thus forcibly depicted the dereliction of tiiat 
nation, the propliet , turns to the tw'o other brunches 
of Jacob s family, Judah and Benjamin, who were 
to continue as an inde|HMident state some time after 
ihv' capiivity of their brethren. This part of the 
prophecy eoniinerices with a favourable view of the 
4:onditioii of these tribes under Uezekiah; but the 
language quickly changes into complaints of their 
imniorulity ami reproofs of their impiety. Alike 
unmindful of judgment and mercy, the people, spared 
J)y the Hiviiie goodness, are described as plunged 
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into the grossest depravity of mariners; rendered 
more odious by the general perversion of religious 
principles. Among other marks of their profane 
character, they are represented as scoffing at the mes- 
sengers of God in the most ribaldrous language, and 
turning their warnings and monitions into ridicule. 
Too proud to endure the plain lessons of truth, and 
too wise in their own estimation to be taught the 
elements of knowle^o, they despised the preaching of 
tlie Word, because it required numility of heart, ^ and 
{he utter renunciation of self-righteousness. These 
deceivers indulged the conceit that they were entitled 
to present security and future happiness, on account 
of their high privileges ; and they, laid claim to the 
J)ivme favour as a reward due to their services. 
Notwithstanding the fearful examples which they 
had seen in the calamiti^ of their brethreni this in» * 
considerate people wrapped themselves up in vain 
confidence, that no harm could befall them ; and in 
the true spirit of infidefity they^ said, by their actions, 
Wo have made a covenant with death, and with hell 
are we at agreement ; when the overflowing scourge 
shall pass through, it shall not come unto us ; for 
we have made hes our refuge, arid under falsehood 
have we hid ourseKes.” Such is the picture of the 
Jewish nation, drawn by the prophet; and though 
doubtless it was a faithful sketch of the age in which 
be lived, it was completely realiaed in that day when 
the Holy One came personally upon earth, pixach- 
ing repentance unto Israel and the forgiveness of sins. 
That the prediction had then its full accomplishment, 
U clear from all the circumstances which disthir 
guished our Lord's misKion, who taught as no other 
instructor ever bad done, and who confirmed his au- 
thority by miracles unparalleled in the history of 
God’s dealings with bis ctiosen people. But though 
his doctrine was sublime and his Conversation per- 
fect, bis precepts pure and his actions benevolent. 
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tlie bigotted PbarlseeSi who made void the law by 
their traditions, persecuted him with treachery and 
violence; while the Sadducecs, who were the pbiio- 
sopliical reasoners of that ug/Qj treated him his 
works with contempt and derision. No words could 
more exactly or forcibly express tlie malignity of 
these ciicuiics of the Gospel, than what the picket 
has made tliem utter in the persons of the unbelievers 
and libertines of m earlier age. Amidst all this 
opposition of wickedness, superstition, and seep* 
licisin, the Messiah appears to effect that great niorul 
change in tlie world which bad been so long pro« 
mined and variously pi*efignred. He comes in the 
fullness of time to.take down the temporary institu-* 
rion, wliich was no more than the siiadow of a glori- 
ous structure, where the ceremonials of the law are 
amplified, felt, and understoodt in all the blessings 
that result from the sacrifioe once offered for the sins 
of the world. The tabernacle framed in the wildei^ 
ness, and the temple erected on Mount 4£ioii, were 
typical of this Mediator ; for the services perfonned 
in these structures were undoubtedly mystical, and 
had a reference to some disti^ person and event, 
which constituted the faith and expectation of the 
worNbi)>{^rs. When the people lost sight of Uie 
great object, and rested in the forms of their ritual, 
iiii,y were always condemned in language of severe 
leproach ; and those very ordinances w hich the Lord 
hud coniinanded to be kept, were censured as an abo- , 
mination in bU sight, s he intent of all this was to 

direct their minds wholly to what was represented 
under these things, and to inform* them that the ob- 
servances of thelaw poss^ed no meric but what was 
derived from the sanctifying influence of His Spirit, 
who, at the time appoint^, should be manifest in 
the fiesli. [IUq evangelical prophet, therefore, hav- 
ing reproved bis countrymen for their wilful knorauce 
utm prejndicei uslirrs in the Holy Oue of &aeh as 
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coming to establish that immutable and perfect 
building,^ of which the JMosaic system exhibited the 
general outline. 

That chui'ch, which is to be gathered out of all 
lands, beghis in Zion ; and there the Saviour pro- 
claims himself as the end of the law for righteous- 
ness ; there his doctrine goes foYth with power, and 
there his miracles attest his mission ; while by per- 
secution and death he is thoroughly proved, and his 
resurrection lays tlie fouiidaUon deep and strong, so 
that they who rest upon it shall not be moved. 
Ciiristianity must stand or fall upon the Divinity of 
its Vounder, and in that view only can this predic- 
tion be understood ; for the edifice is of a spiritual 
nature, and is contrasted to that w hich, be ing framed 
with hands, w’as unavoidably imperfect and mutable. 
The Jews fancied that their polity was uitchangcubic, 
and they trusted to its formularies for acceptance. 
But the Lord hifortns them thiU he will descend, and 
lay ill Zion the basis of another building, which shall 
endure for ever ; becausu'iie will himself be the chief 
corner-stone. T|iis promise he made* good to the 
fullest extent, and Under atl .the circumstances of 
suffering and objoquy * for though rejected by the 
builders, who were tne leaders and instructors of the 
people, yet ^Canrail number 6r faithful disciples ad- 
liered to faiiU) aiid byi^beh; -bibourt ' the church of 
Christ arose as the Jewish temple fel} aud while the 
Gentile nations flowed^ into the one,, the other sunk 
toTise no more. ' To have been providentially 

tbade^ partakers of tiis by tMrhig incorporated 

into the visible coiiimtinity of which Christ, is tlie 
head, the history and prophecy we have been con- 
sidering, present lessons of catitionj; while they call 
for our w armest gratitude at# jewj We are here 
tau^t, that external priviteg^l, iik&4bose to which 
we have succeeded, must be diiljf ' improved to biv 
come beneficial ; and tliHt all our norks will only 
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sorvo for condemnation if they are nrU done in the 
spirit of Christ. As there is no salvation hut by 
his perfect sacrihoe, so wc can perform nothing 
accepUiblc before Cod but in reference to our 
connexioii with this foundation. Our lime and 
talents, all that we are and all that ^^c enj»>\, must 
be employ ed in the 'way w'hich lie hath appointed, 
upon whose faith we stand. When we can bring 
ourselves wholly into this frame of mind, then shall 
we be secure umidst all the troubles and crosses of 
life, storms without and temptations within. By thi> 
course we shall fully comprehend and feel the rie.h 
experience of what is here predicted, and our I^ord 
hath described : “ Whosoever heareth these sayings 
of mine and doeth them, L will liken him iiuto a wise 
man which built his house upon a rock; and the 
rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds 
filevv, and beat upon that bouse ; aud it fell not ; for 
it was founded upon a rock.’* Matt. vii. 24, 


JULY THE SIXTEENTH. 

THE COSPBL MIKISTRY. 

Isaiah, xxxii. (lO^Dlested are ye that sent beside 
all waten ; that send forth thither the feet of the 
ox and the ass* 

In wliatever sense the prophecy contained in this 
chapter may have been applicable to the time in 
which it was delivered, no doubt can be entertained 
of its having a more full relation to that age when the 
Jew and (Jeiitile were called to enjoy the blessings of 
the (jospet. 'The ex^dication has by some been con- 
iined to the reign of Hezekiah ; but excellent a.s the 
cliaracler of that monarch was, the description of the 
righteous king ant| his upright court, goes far beyond 
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all that i.s rccoKkd of liislory,' (>r that can iiulrctl 
l>c con(ci\(‘il of any hmiian ^^o\< riinn nt. It c iis- 
tonian wiili |)r4'.|‘lu’t lo ijm {luni if c < (*n>.(ii la- 
lioii oi iiniin liiiit* * ocum ik c.s lo aidn .prtk' t!iu 
greater i:K*n oi nn.ie ili? itJin liiiu s. In Mivli tast s 
the original ( iicumslaiice^ are iorj:*>llt r. *ir ■ i.. ilie 
gruiul and il s|HTtacU* tlncli Jm 

the view of ihe ohhrrvt r, who slv< ul;i s :n u.j i./- 
cession llu; woiicVrs that |';es luf«.ie his i iuioii ■<> i 
mind. 'J lins. while eiijiaged in adiiiiiini: tin ; y 
reign of the piinee whose vijlucs were ll.e pli 
theme pf his conkinplulion, the evai f»e!:e:/> j i 
is caiili<l far away ftom llunee u> L. l;o d il.c i - 
pcclalion of J Mat i and the joy of the wlic#lt (..r.li. 
Among the cmliient qnalilies of lle/ikiali, r.iai li.e 
blessings pjodiiecd by l»is rt fornsation, we i.a\e no 
account of his extiaordiiiary wistloiu, imitii li>‘‘ do 
M’e iind that, by his teailung and example, reie/i )uh 
I vuowlcge was considerably increased uikI c\t<ne.ed. 
Ibit under the adiiiini.'nUaiion of this ' i- at i%i. and 
primarily from his pt rsoual iiistint the ignorant 
acquire learning and the timhl btcv.n.e eloquent. 
There is, however, a striking coiurariety ot t ilhcls 
product d l)y Ins public apj)carar.ce ; hn lliough llio 
e\cs those that see rcgaid-him altentiM iy, and the 
cars (>f tiie obedient heai ken with diligenee to Ins 
dot trine, the foo! soil utters folly, and his lieait 
ctmtiiiiu's to devise iniquity; j)ractising by pocii^y and 
speaking iiijuriouMN against Jelio\ah ; “ in exhaust 
the soul of the iiui.grs, and lo deprive the thirsty of 
drink.’’ Now if this description eorrespoiided with 
the lime of the propliel, it was a inoie cMtcL picluio. 
of that reiiiaikuble era when the pot>r ai.<l Hjoipfe 
were called to preach the Gos|kJ (if tin t/hgdoin, 
with the demonsWation of the Spirit and powei Irom 
oil higli ; while the pi*)iul and itunghiy sioiners pel- 
sisled, against the word i-f prophecy and llie evidi nee 
of miracles^ to deceive Uie people by falsehood aud 
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blasplirmy. In coiiscqncnrc of lliis obtliiracy aiul 
Cdiruption (l:c iiifatirilLd iijUkhi hcconics 
“a land of tlioins aiul bii< r< ; llip htvo!in*tl oily is 
emptied of ils inhabitants, and tia- bats a:itl lowers 
an* liniicd into driis, tl:o jc.y of \\ lid I'roFii 

ibis pa-tnre of min an«l dt population, ibt* pfop!."t 
liinis again lo the di'iiglitini >*c»'nt* of ibe Mi sm di's 
progn,.ss, when th.e ptairinj: <Hit of the Sp.:.t alurs 
llu* fa< c of nalnn* in tli.ssc* reunais wli. b b li 
bitlieito bi on a wildi iiKss, but are now ! 'n d.ing 
iilvo a fruitful lield. Tins change of ronriition is 
calk'd the work of rigbU'oiisncss, bt’caim* il the 
eftVet of that t:(|uilaiilo system wbirli ih * jn-'t ancl 
wise King i;as laid down for the rule of lii*s govern- 
nient ; and for rejecting which the plantaticm, once 
ao flourishing, is now become an arid waste, the 
nionuineiit of grace despised, and of privikgej^ 
abused. Tins whole prophecy is characteristic of 
one reign, di.stingiiislied according to the e\cnts of its 
di'^pensation, beginning with the ministry of a few 
feeble and unlettered instriiineiits, under the ti acliing 
of tlieir Divine Leader; but iliough opposed, liko 
bim, bv the arrogant and the vicious, the pow erful and 
the learned, still these messengers of truth go fear- 
le'^siy on, establisiiing that spiritual kingdom which 
rihali I'lidiire for ever. Now', that all this indicates -a 
moral revolution in the internal principles of men, as 
well as a change in their external coiuhliou, is evi- 
dent from the prediction itself ; for we tind iho two 
coiitraAtcd estates represented under the u.sual terms 
of fruitfulness and sterility, the natural result of 
cultivation and neglect. Let this pmpluiic painting 
be compand with what actually took places w'lieii 
the great *^1 eat li(*r of iligliteoiisiu'ss eaiiie to bring 
life and immortality to light by his Clospel, and we 
shall have no occasion to set'k for any oilier applica- 
tion ; since the stale of the (lentilcs, who embraced* 
and that of Uie .lews, who despised the muc\, fully 
N -i 
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correspond wilh their respective euiblenis : “ tlic 
vil den less is become a fruit ful bild, and the fruitful 
field is aec(»nnted as a forest.” 

It is a strong featiiri* in this prediction, that the exci- 
sion of the JeMisli peoph is repM*sented as the conse- 
quence of their follv and biaspheniy; of the iinpi(‘t> of 
their leadeis, and tlie liaideiied inaliL,nity of ilu* nation. 
All this was minutely verilud when the public instruc- 
tors and teachns of tlic law look away the key oi know- 
lege ; not oidy ieiii‘iing to liiler themselves into iho 
kingdom of heaven, but them that weie entering in 
tiiey himle.rcd. (l.uke, xi. o'J.) The ctimbiiud ef- 
forts of all sects and parlies to impede the progress of 
evangeli<*al truth, met with too ready a eoiu urreiice 
on the side of the |Xiople ; and such was the general 
infidelity, that they came at last to the cireadful 
pitch of renouncing their God and King; for while 
the rulers would admit no other lord than Cuesnr, 
the blinded multitude clamoured for the murder of 
their anointed Sovereign, with this shocking impieca*' 
tion, fiis blood be upon us and upon our children.’* 
How soon this judgment was realized, theii history 
records in awful characters ; and the extent of the 
curse is yet visible in their scattered condition. Unt 
let us turn will) the pro|d)et to another spectacles, 
when, sw he describes the accession of this universal 
Potentate, the man shall be for an hiding-place 
from the wind, and a, covert from the tempest; as 
rivers of w'ater in a dry place ; as the shadow of a 
great rock in a weary land.” 

The first subjects of this mighty Prince arc repre- 
aented as unenlightened and rude of speed ; but eii* 
chied with tlie Spirit, ami taught of God, they not 
only become wise unto salvation, and d^-r ply in- 
structed in Divine m>steiits, hut powci ful uinbassa- 
dois, persuasive orators, and skiilul iiisUucloi i 'Jo 
labours of these nuTi the prophci jK»i:it.s oiii at- 
Sn with enraptured admiration, saying, lilcbsed 
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»rc ye that sow beside all waters, that send forth 
thither the feet of the ox and the ass.” In the sjrm- 
botical language of prophetic Scripture, die waters 
denote settled nations, and the ox and the ass arc the 
representatives of two classes of men. Now it was 
forbidden by an express statute in the Mosaic code 
to use these nnimais together in the act of plow- 
ing ; though it is remarkable that in the pro- 
spective scene of happiness before us a blessing 
is pronounced upon their joint labours. Ihit 
llie law and the prophecy arc explanaloi v of each 
other : for as the ox figured the inheritance of 
Jacob, called to be G4>d*f: people; so the ass stood 
for the rest of niankitid, with whom it was forbid- 
den to make an alliance. But the wall of sepaiatioii 
being removed by the coming of Christ, both are 
called alike into bis vineyard ; and in the spirit of love 
they are sent out by him into all lands, having the same 
audiority and the same blessing for their eiicourage- 
iiieiit. VVe are told, that in the eastern countries it 
is the common practice to sow rice in watery places 
or marshy lands, by the sides of rivers; after which 
oxen and other domestic quadrupeds are turned into 
those giouiids, that by their treading the seed into 
the soil an abundant harvest may be.prodiiced. Thus 
it was ill {\ut primitive age, when jlie Sower went 
forth to sow the seed of eternal life beside tlie 
waters, or among the diifereiit families of earth ; 
and after the ascension of their Divifip ^the 

djscijdes, oiilighteiied by his wisdom, followed, thc^ 
course wliich he set them, preaching every where; 

the Lord working with them, and coniiriiiiug- 
>Void with signs following.” Mail, wi. JO. 
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JVIX TIIF. SKVEXTEKNTir. 

Tin: LFIIXTS OF THE GOSPEL. 

Ea.iih, xwv. .0, ().— Th(n ihc ei/es (»f the blind shall 
he r,K( afii! the ca- s nj‘ (he deaf shall be an- 
: then shall the iamc nitiu leap us an hart, 
rud the tongue of the dumb for in the rc'il* 

d'^raess shall U'aters break out, and streams in thi 
desCJ /. 

The preceding chapter exhibits tlie most terrible jisdg- 
nu'Hls as falling upon Idainea (or Edom), and tlie na- 
tions confederated with it against God and his people. 
Eiit so strong is the language, and tremendous the 
dt’‘»cription, that, besides the universal call upon all 
agt s to mark the controversy of Zion, it is plain, 
from the very nature of the scenery and the events 
vhich follow, that the prophetic pleliire relates to 
otln r objects than the ravages of war, and llie mere 
revolutions of kingdoms* The mind, indeed, is 
cairicd over plains covered with dead bodies, and 
nifiuntains flowing down willi torrents of blooil ; thij 
sword of the Lord is reprc'^enled as having a visible 
appearance in heaven, and the land, upon which the 
I)i\ iue vengeance descends, is turned info a seoivhevl 
and lirearv waste. Mow, though tliis high-vvionght 
iiiiaiTcrv may aptly enough represent a devasiatcd 
coimtry and a rniiKd empire, yet there is nothing in 
llie hi^'torv of tliox nations to which the allenlioii of 
tin? j)roj)li< I w as inmn dialely dit(Cled, tlial cotm s up 
to what he h:n )Kiinted in sin h giouing coloius. 

verN constitu‘i )!i of natiiie is rc presenteil as nn- 
dtrgoing an ailei aiioii ill tin- devoted n gion, wlms.; 
stM unis aK' tiiiind iiiti> pit( h, ;ind tlie dnst into 
Milplnir, whiihwil] st» couiinin* lliKaiL^h evcrlasliiig 
ages; and sh.dl ilwelj m llie <‘ffeiisi\i' spot 

but birda oi soiHiuie and btusls of pi<>' Allow- 
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ing as TniK'h as we properly may to tlie hyperbolical 
style of oriontnl aihl predictive pof try, still the uppli* 
cation of tliose ihi adlul sifiis to any rt corded polilical 
coiuiilsioiis, is desirovcd by the a^SLitioii, that every 
parti( uiar eniblciii lu re introdiicc‘d shall have its 
plain and exact accoinplislnnent. “Seik ye out of 
the bot)k of -the Ljrd and read : no one of these 
shall fail ; none shall want her mate; for the nioutli 
of Jehoxali it luah connnantLd, and his Spirit it 
shall g.itlicr them. And he haili cast the lot for 
them ; aiui Ins liand hath meted out their portiini by 
the line : tiny shall pos5>css the laud for a ju*rpt*tual 
inheritance; from *** neralion to j;cner^iiioti sluiil lliey 
dwell therein.’' "Ihia malediction, by which a once 
populous and dominant state becomes, like the cities 
of the plain, the smoking monument of Divine justice, 
has but a very faint relation, if any, to the miseries 
poured upon Palestine and the adjacent countries, 
by Nebin liadnezzar, or any other vav.iger of ancient 
tunes, 'rhe excision must indeed he cousidereil with 
refcicjiee to the glorious state of which the descrip- 
tion iiniueiiiutciy follows; and wl.ere a u?’* at moral 
chaugo IS repr< si utetl by the lively imagc'rv of a w ild re- 
gion putting oil a clie<’iful asptct, and the desert waste 
bir<»iiiino- j(yful and fragiuut as the rose. "Ihc ap- 
plication of this prophetic description is made ch ar 
in our LjOiiI’s answer to the iiK]uiry of llu- ihij.ii.st, 
“ /Vil l!ioii Ik* that sliould come, or do we look for 
aiK^tlicr I'or a full solution of their nuf^tiv)u, llie 
dis* iph s ware referred to the wank*' winch they 
beiu id, as ihi* most sali .fartoi y comnu lit on the 
prcdirtioii ; “ ( itj iuul show doljii a-iaiii those 
things v» hieli \e do lu ar a;ui set-; llu* blind reeiivi* 
tlu n* sr.Iii, u'ul liu' lame w.dk ; toe Itpeis ure 
cl.;;:.-t'd ujkI d»e tieal ha ;ir ; the ili adi rn e ini'vd up, 
aiitl il:*‘ I jor hioe the v h)''i)el pie.u!: *1 io ihein. ’ 
vj. 'I'i’us over) word era;Mi:;ed in ihe 

hook t l J<lio\ali, coiKarulug the ilrst ailseui c»f ilii.* 

N i 
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\vas litcially matched by the event ; but 
wUo saw his niiiarles, and heard his doctrine, did 
n<*! protit l)v the h)(‘8>nig. When the multitude ex* 
|)ii*^si‘d ihcir :i>IoMi.>h!nent at llie* healing of the sick 
ai.d llie <leliveiance <»f the possessed, saying, “ It 
wa*® ne\er so seen in Isuiel/’ tlie anthori'/ed ex- 
puhiuii IS of the law repressed the popular admira- 
tion hy a malevoh nt iharge, ecpiaily ridiculous and 
bla^iihemons : “ lie easlclh out d* vils,” said they, 
Ihronirli tlic piinre ot the devils.” Matt. i\. .‘34. 

^ l:<‘ {;eopie were content with looking on and won- 
d( ring, w hen they shoidd have searched the Scri|)- 
luies, and coii^iand what they saw with that which 
was revealed, as the characteristic of Him who was 
to come. But blinded by prejudice, and misled by 
tie. ir teachers, they rejected the iledeeiner, who was 
th(‘ object of their expectation ; nor did this malig- 
nitv cease till tlie iiifatiiitted nation, by delivering 
up the Lord of life, abandoned the promise, and pro- 
noiificed the sentence of condemnation against thein- 
sfclvTs. 'Ibis unnatural act was followed by tlie 
de<oluiinu of Judea; and the Homan empire itself 
at la.si fell hi iieatli the avenging arm of the .iMiniglity, 
made bioi in the heavens. 'I'liat laud whidi was 
ciis'iiiiguislicd by so many extraordinary signs of the 
IJiviuc goovliicss, and uhtre die light of religimis 
trulli had .^hune for ages, sunk into a state of gloomy 
w retchcdijes>, till, in the language of proplucv, it 
bccMMu* th.c hahitatioii of vnlturis. But rapidly as 
the .“wupajg blast of judgment scattered and de- 
Mroved tliosc who had confederated against the 
Messiah and his kingdom, with a still greater swift- 
ness fiid ihcCio^pei spread and illumine the dark 
comers of the eailh. in a short .space aflt r the 
7\.scension, Christianity penetrated into the remiFtesi 
province's under the Homan voke; fixed itself iin- 
inoveahlv in the seat of government, overturned the 
syslcms of philo^o])l)y in the schools of science, and 
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litidoi tniuoii IJicism cvj^ii in the very temples. They 
\\!j(> had IK) j iev.nii.s :icc|uaintaiice with th<i Sacred 
AViiiHi^.s 1 i f rived the word "laHly, and witnessed a 
good iks-siou, bv forsaking the corruptions in 
wlneh ill* V bf'eii bred, and iuuiig down their lives 
uiiiingiy, iiitlH.r than apostatize from the faith wliicii 
they embraced. change exhibited in the (ientile 

world was truly miractdoiis ; for nothing short of the 
Divine power could have convrrtcd both high and 
low', learned and unlearned, from their sii|h rstitious 
errors and licentious practices, to a system which 
restiaiiied the appetite and I'xposed the believer to 
poNerU and persecution. Nothing, surely, but tlie grace 
of (Jod could have given the hearing t^ar and the under- 
staiuliiig heart to persons who had never kiiow'n what 
was meant by inward purity, and cons«^qiiently had 
no id(‘a that man stood iit need of a Saviour to redeem 
him from spiritual bondage, and to make him the heir 
of eternal life. Vet such was the fact, that while 
the Jew', whose Scriptures plainly inculcated an 
ofiposite principle, rested in the law' for justification, 
the Gentile, contrary to his previous notions and 
habits, leadily accepted Christ, and trusteil solely 
ill him for the remission of sins. While the one 
shut his eyes against the fulliuss of evidence pre- 
sented in the institutes of his religion, the prophetic 
oracles, and the testimony of miracles ; the other, 
without any preparatory cidture, the knowdege of the 
Jewish history, oidinauces, or promises, renounced all 
his prejudices and customs, to trust for redemption only 
in Christ, who came and preached p< ace to ilieiii 
which were afar off, and to theta tliar wt*re nigh: 
through whom also we both bav<t an access by one 
Spirit unto the Father/* Fphes. ii. 17, 18. 
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Tin. jn\’.Nr. m uam>. 

Isniali, \1. fi.— l'/ic ruirr of him (hnt cricHt iir fhe 
7c'i/(lrntr^'ij Vrrpart ue ihe xcutf of' the Lord ; 
•iUfft'r straight in the desert a hifimat/ for our 
God. ‘ ‘ ’ 

P^\ri;Y pari of the pi'ophcc\ contained in ihi^ 
il-apter is e\piei?sive of some inonunlotis change, 
t(^ take place in the atVaiis of nn n, by the visible 
iiKniit< stittif»ii of J( lif.iah upon earth. Previous to 
li.is tli>pla\ of tlic Uuine glory, a solemn proclatna- 
lioi! ( •< I'fiu e is ir.L.de, aiul a liaibingcr appointed to 
;>i.iimn:ee the apjanaeli of the liiavenK visitant ; that 
ti.iy, ain.)niT uhoui he ia to appear, may be prepaied 
lor liis i^tcpiioti. The servants of (Jod are also 
<'alk<l upon to e< uso!e Ljs people, by declaiing that 
the lime <d’ iiniuMiil reconciliation is drawing nigh, 
when the chnixh -lia!! ceasii from her warfare and 
boiid'jge, be lejievtd from painful Matching, and 
(ii iiu r d out of llic liands of her enemies, “ to serve 
lar Aimigijty Saviour without fear.” Still more to 
<oin!(^!t llie heart of Jesii'alem, the assuraiiee i.s 
given, that **' her inirpiit} is fvardoned,” or that llie 
remis>.ion of .siti« is coinplefx ly s( cured in the gieat 
expiaiion, which was slutdowed in all the painfid 
M rvices and acrllices <»f the. .Mi>jriic: economv. 'I his 
al..»n‘ ;mnt, i it* cted <ml\ l;v he union of tin- J^iviiie 
and l';’.!ina<i naime, rentli rs the ciiurch double fur 
al! her 'sins;' o: <ovt is tluun so ain|)ly, that they are 
blolUd out, and ^iiall never inoic be hud in leinem- 
biauce. ILwin'.; dins declarrd the nutuie and extent 
(;f (hat iiifiulte b!e ‘iug vvliich was about to be •r- 
venleii, llie piopitel smiJeiilv K pea*-. tin souinl (jf 
a stoiiige voj< e Ci.iniiig b\ the \v;»> ot* die w ild< rni ss, 
piodauning, \uili ciicuiul accents, die advance of 
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u\c jN "i ii it tf'.is tko vdicc of tin; 

\\}..n III' !n‘ imni tlu,* !iihy c.ju.ilrv of 
.Jo ji'i to ,ni.> i»l tl;'* J oi nan, and |n( .n in (I rt - 

I'lnianrc :is jiv n i:- nitu ior to tho 

Id 'j»' 1 Is i\ '^ !iO?n own ii'Siimptioii 

ot dij I’nai ji iir, i a!;n* to v. Iiat had brcn foretold 
ol “tli.it lie ■ li'.e.dd uo hi till' face of t!ic 

].ojd to piep.ari* Iil'i wav'^/' Now it is not more 
« \;dMi« da.t tin a;ji i''nt cluna h uniformly cxperted ii 
3h\'suih, than that ^ho l>ji.i\id he would hiwe a 
jvri'onrsor siiitalile to hi^ diy»!i!\. he same proplie- 
ries that iva\e the euliiiri pioini-e of tiie one, ex- 
actly di'thicd the mis'^ion of llu* otlu'r ; dcscrihiii" 
him in tJit >tvl(; (kf oiitntal inu.;tiific( nc(\, as caiibini^ 
tile io;;ds to he inniio plain aini straight, b\ ii veiling 
the hills and liliijig up the valkvs. turning aside the 
roiiise of ji\as, aiwi giving notice that “ the glory 
ot Jeno\al: ‘•lioulvl be rcweiiitil.” All tins paimiiig 
a|)lly tianiid the iiiinistiiition of that weuderfnl man, 
who jui priii.d, l \ huptisin, the poor and the eon- 
tiite !i»r tin; coming of the Saviour: hut who re- 
pt lhd widi iiiifiiji.ition the proud and hi^otted Plia- 

ii. si.es. savin;;*, “ () gcneratl'in of vipeis ! who hath 
w limed you to tlee from the wrath ti> coiivc Matt. 

iii. 7. 

'(he prophetic view* of this Divine ambassador 
lepre-eiits him as declaring that “ All iUsh i.s grass, 
and all the geaailiness llu roof as the flower of the 
liehh 'I’he gra-s wilhereth and the flower fadeth ; 
bi'cau.se the spirit of the Lord blowctli npou it ; 
.^'Urely the people is «rr\s.s. i’iie giass witlicieth, the 
llower fa lelii ; but the won! of our (.d»d .shidt staiul 
Ibi ever.' 'J'hese ima«,e'. set forth the pt ri'-hable 
stale ftftlu. Jewish polity, the end of its ciremonial 
institmious, and tlie extinelion of the nation. So 
wIhu J 'lii' c.iine U» e.shcr in tin* r.ipgdoin of ilui 
Aif ail, he insisted upon the necev^tv vd' an inward 
change, as well as an outward reformation, wUliout 
N (i 
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which iK> plea of natiomil privilegeisT^ or the obdenr- 
ance of legal rites, comM be aoy avail to ju8tificati<Hi. 

Think not/’ : said this holy teacher to the leaders of 
the people, think not withiivydiirsema^ We have • 
Ahraham^ to our father; for 1 say tuito' you, 'that 
God is able of these' stones to raise up children iihto 
Abraham, v Ami now also the laid unto the 

r,Qpt of the tre^ ; * therefore eviery treO' which brin^ih 
not forth, good fruit, is 'down and cait into 
the fire.,. 1 Jf ideed btiptiae '-you uitk^f water, upon 
re[>eutaHce ; hut that .cometb after me is mistier 
than I, whose shoes I /am not worthy bear: he 
shall baptise you M'hhjhe^Holy ‘Ghost 'drtd with fire: 
whose fan is. in his afi^iewShdiofoughly purge 
his door, and gather fais wheat into the gamer ; but 
he will burn up, the cbafl^with t^qitencfaable fife.’’ 
Matt. Hi, did,:t^*pm of the 

Baptist correspOitd ^yiitli' contained* 

in tlie figuraUve Imigus^ predic- 
tion was;jiter^lly.am:suitp]jit|^ was 

destix)]^^ and iidic . Jdosaic remov^ ; when 

tlie ' liation, for its hjrfid^ty,/ was^ deprived of its 
power; and the peOph^dNSvgKsa^l^ pded, as 
the ^ 

the ^r;b. . Wheei tte^twfotef.Siro diat tlie Sou 
of God dida[qaow^iu:tbo'mail^^ of him, ' 

and tlmt his ac^dut^SHS^iillno^^ rfimartable 

a preacher as dieidSa^ib^ viho Jptt Wid ifo ffiHeVkiUi^ 
c^nnexibir with f&fdt facts 

proofs, ainouiuing 

pliecy Was Diviite, and t^vas iiiMiUcd'iA th^ wiy 
persons. There could JbO no possible'eoiitrivailc^ in 
theease ; for the parties' were pobr:^fld periecoted ;* 
they had na w^orldly-deiagw tu‘jproaioCe/*eOI^ any 
interest to giMfy ; liv^ apift finsili eiKh other, 
and were put .40 deatb;oh differeait obcedoiia, and on 
grpunds that had npteamen of eomieidkm* I^Tar 
firomseelinj to form siny eataUishmeid that might 
3 
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$^(!ui».iAe safety of their persons, or endeavouring to 
gather, followers frdm among die wealthy and the 

I iowerfnl, their disciples wire chiefly taken from the 
owly and the indigent part of the community ; by 
which means they provoked the hatred of the rulers, 
who said of John, on account of flie austerity of his 
maoaeri, “ he hath a devil but when the Son of 
Man came, eating and drinkii^ with cheerfulness 
and urbanity,, they siud, " Behold, a' man gluttonous ■ 
and a wuedubber,' a friend of publicans and sinners ; 
but Wisdom is justified of her children.” Matt. xi. 
18 , 19 . 


JULY THE NINETEENTH. 

THE blVj^ Ij^WOIVEE. 

Isaudi, xlii. 'bnnitS reisi Aatt He not break, 

and the emoking ebm 'He not quench,: He 
thall bring foiMjudfH^^ tutto truth. 

Hehb the Mesriah ubroq^t forward in the follnen 
of his majesty, as the Si^kNir and Ralir of his 
church ; but boawver glorians his' nrogress asay be, 
his peraon^ amreasance di ' desc rib e d w mild and 
unassumn^ Irani foe mesItaaR* ^,bis spirit and 
foe modesty of ^ daportmeat, no iamcadofis can be 
gafoesad of foal smendid c oby sa st and extensive 
doaunioft which aritt be >his portioa,. So far from 
mahjn ^ pfonjpbus nrafesrions to co))ecl 

foUonuMb ,he studbufly avoiw public ndtice, apd 
his voire m not heard in the assembUes of foe people. 
Boat exactly idl t^is was verified, foe Gospel his- 
toiy sufliciBntly pmves, ^here wo find that our 
Lord withdraw worn ^ gcalafisl multitudes, wbck. 
would have compdlsd him to tsfoi foe regal diguUv ; 
and whenever xhe pcffiMined aMgr 
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tlir pi: <01: relieve c] to coiirr-tl iho Tnrt 
iniicl! :r possible fn >1*1 p'lK'i.'.i k ic’./'*. 

%lcMi.s coPi:!inailv alioiil ilci'.;*! troi «1 a’.al piv.uii- 

ino ri^^htroU'in sv, ]\c aU^ ripttd m«) iii!io\:iiioii upon 
tlu luilior.ai in^lilu!i(»u.s ; nor <iicl hv ax.v.iil llu public* 
auihoiilu s, txci pt w In n the Divine bonuiir, aiul tbe 
cause oT liiilh, c illeii ibr iiun>itioii autl n proof. It 
A\as saiti of him in the proplua v, tivat “ I e ‘should 
iioillii r bnjik tin- brni'C‘il Red, nor (piench the ti!*.*!.- 
iup: flax uliicb soir.e !:ave uudvislocid of bis tc!i- 
di mess to \\oiu:cied coievk'uois, and of the en- 
couiaireniim lIwu bv biiii to a\v.;ki iicd siuneis ; l)iit 
ti'ioiii^li be \>cts in ll*. Ijii^b.eU (Iislin15111.dK d by 

rompa-^'-ion lu.d loibearsnxe, the picdiciion liad a 
jefeieuce to ollu 1 oly ets, and iiius’t be considered 
as desmpWNe of bis <*o;uluel towards d:*; state v.hieli 
wasil'c suhj<‘ct of bis personal labours. Hk* pro- 
phet bad Lm ibr4i eon-pared the J(w\isli nation and 
5;o\ei nnuait to the glory of Uie Ikid, \»bic‘li should 
lade a\va\ at l!.(‘ opening of a in.w' di- tu nsalion. 
7 lie same thing was deiioniu'cd bv t!:e lV,ipt*>l under 
.similar inne e.s ; but it is here s:iid that tlu I !b‘(*t of 
0 <j(iy lb(* < li 11 One, from Viltoiii tin* new law is 
to proceed, Will neither break ibis buii'-ed ned 
iior rpu uc,ii tl e snU/king flax.” It is true, liie .liadoww 
onlinaiiees of ihcj law iiuTst dc'pait, and t!u v.lioie 
eeouoniN of Moms ‘give way to aiiodar polity, ad- 
ininistired by Clirisl liiniseit; \it viil not ibis i)i'vinc 
Lejiid'.to! cast away liis iiduntanee for llieir inli- 
n ;r .sulk r the stem cd' I;, rue! to perish by 
inUrnal ca -nijuioii and liie yc/ke of foreign (jppres- 
MOH. “ I Mil iMt come/’ lie eib^ei vc d, “ to destroy, 
but to fuiliii the la\r; ’ aiul ad )ns ibn aleiiings 
agabi**. ihi' . ivil u.nd t ct Ies!.i.^ti: al li'iwer wine e/e\;d 
with con: :ni.v ra. ion am* '»tleciionat(' ( xpies.si'u s to- 
NVaiti-. tlu- p. -pie. lie ^ « ;;t w\er JejiiMii'-.u while 
la tl d lue judvoienl:^ ib iiwcrc ui Tail upon 

ihiil self-de voted eily j and when the infunaled po- 
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piiuU’O triimphod in their biitehery, and morkrd the 
llol\ Vieliin in hi.s a^xonics, hv breathed oat ihi^ 
]>rayer, b'atln r, forgi\t them, tor they know not 
what tin ^ do.” laiko, xxiii. .'] !•. Thus did his con- 
duet fully comport with what was foretold of liis 
mercy and Icmg suftciin^ to his ancient inhtTitaiice ; 
and 1ms special providence hath continued ever since 
to preserve the seed of Jacob in all lands whore they 
lia\c boon scattered, as the nioniinicrits of judgment 
and of mercy. Crushed and trodden to tlio earth for 
many aires, llw'y have yet survived ail llieir con- 
qiu ror.> ; and, as the depositaries of the Sacred 
Oracles, they may be most truly denominated a 
smoking niemorial of the Divine power and good- 
ness. Jii the application of this charueteristic de- 
scription to the ministry of the ^lessiah, the ovaii- 
gelieal historian reads the passage with a small, but 
important, addition : A bruised reed shall he not 
break, and smoking flax shall he not quench, till he 
send foi til judgment unto vietorv. And in his name 
shall the Gentiles trust.’’ It is obvious from ibis 
version and explication, that the objects of the He- 
deeiiuT s kindiiLSs, mentioned in this prophecy, are 
the Jewidi pe<q)le ; and that they will continue as a 
separate community, observing their own religious 
usages, even in the most depressed circumstiinces, 
tdl the king lom of the Messiah shall be com- 
plelid by the calling of the Gentiles. '^J'hat this 
aiK iriit ‘'t<iek should be so wonderfully pre served, 
while the Migbliest empires have been criiuibltd into 
dust, withool U wing t lie smallest vestige of national 
distinction behind, cauiiwt be considered as any thing 
slio! of a nmacle. Hiil when we Ciunp; re tlie state 
of the J(*Wbwir.i '•h.itthe Sacred Oracles hau* de- 
clined coiieeiiiing them, the Divine interposiiioii will 
be apnaoiii; and the reas(M) of then' cofist rvalion 
Will liaidly fail to opera. « elike iqioii onr Itelings 
andourfailli; exciting sympathy towards them, and 
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,uratai' (Mir sa\i<Mir and tl.iir Pr* s( rvcr. '^riic' 

imiu.Im ? '1 ar.ci vaiiety of rt 

••<.! s t Ii:s tii-t' m:mirt"‘tation, \m 11 not 
shake (Ml * nee in the promise, wl.eii ^^e ht hold 

this reini iiil ei’ (us piitnitivo family siihsi'^iinjj: ill 
c vt'i) eoiintt \ nnd» ; hea\ei:, inaintainin^' their ancient 
cost (, ms, and *-1 II lookiiij; f<»r the hope of Israel. 
A\ lijle th» \ are thns hearing witness to the verity of 
the Saered lli.storv and llie v»oul of prophecy, the 
Messiah, whom tin ii fathers rejected, is still ga- 
theiing an accession of empire, wherever these ino- 
luimtiits of !ns power and goodne ss arc dispersed. 
Jt iiMN rather he said, that the scattered posterity of 
Jacob follow the footsteps of the liedeciner, and 
that, without an\ intention on their |>ait,thev become 
iIm^ lro[»hies of his vi< torioiis progress, by being the 
living testimonies of his mission. In all places where 
the light of the Gospel penetrates, and the name of 
Chiist i'j received, the descendants of his persecutors 
are cpiickK fiiund endeavouring to profit by tliut 
civilization, which always flourishes in prop(»rtion as 
the Scriptuies arc known, and as the do< !i nn s con- 
tained in the in are professed in their purity. Thus 
the law, which went out of Zion, continues to spread 
over the earth ; converting distant nations, and mak- 
ing even the adversaries of the Cross the in^iinmeiits 
of its glory. Hut this preservation of Ismel has ano- 
ther design ; and, in coiitribating to the ( ail of the 
Gentiles, the scaUered iiihei ilance are in fact 
hastening tint period when ihev also shall submit to 
Uie sceptre ol the righteous King ; for ** of him, 
and through him, and to him, are ail things^ to whom 
be gk)ry for ever. Amen.*' lloni. xi. 3b. 
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JULY THE TWENTIETH. 

LIGHT IN THE DAllKNESS. 

Isaiah, 1. 10. — JV/io is among you that fcareth the 
Lord, that oheyeth the voice of his servant ^ 
that rcalketh in darkness, and hath no light / 
Jjet him trust in the name of the Lord, and slay 
upon his God. 

Among the many excellencies of the prophetic 
Scripture.s, it is not one of the least, that \\hile 
they coutiiuic to be a perpetual and growing evidence 
in support of Christianity, they abound wath prin- 
ciples for the improvement of the mind, and divine 
declarations for the conduct of life. While the wis- 
dom of God is gloriously displayed in these heavenly 
compositions, his grace is equally conspicuous in 
adapting them to our private comfoit and editication. 
Tlicre is no situation iii which the believer can be 
placed, no ditliculty in which he can be involved, 
nor any trouble that can possibl\ distress him, but 
what will turn to his spiritual advantage, if he ap- 
plies tor counsel to these lively oracles of t teriial 
truth, lleie are indeed many dark sayings, to un- 
derstand which will require close a|vpiication and 
deep study ; but even these recondite in\sieries are 
blended w itii coinnmiiicatioiis, from which the simple 
in heart may gather instruction, and the w a} firing 
men vvlut enter upon this course of religious empiiiy, 
sliall not err .therein.” is, xxxv. 8. 'I'luis the judg- 
nientb ' against iiiibeiieving Isiael are 

Warnings in e«ery succeeding age, to those who mjoy 
e(|ual know lege; and the promises intermingled wiili 
those threatenings, are also designed to cIum' tiio 
Clnistiaii no less than they did the persons who were 
the original objects of them. When we hear the 
AJessiali complaining of the uugrateful treatment lie 
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roccivoil from the people \Ahoni he came to .sare ^ 
vlu ii weliiid, lliat, instead of v.t'lcomip" liis appr(>arh 
with joy, and sid)iiiittu)g elieci fully to his gtAcrii- 
iiK'iil, the nation so long pri i>ared for his ad\ent, hy 
the ordinances of the law and the declarations of the 
pro|)hels, cotnhi'ied, as it were, with one accoid 
to jtjeel and destroy their Sa\iour; we are led to 
wonder at such an unparalleled instance of folly and 
malignilY. Ikit we slirdl do well, in turning their 
conduct, and the whi(‘h nttold it, to c.nr 

own individual iin}>i*,'a i. * nt, carefully 

the nature of oiir prlne.j li .r lu ♦ of our 

d('poitiiK:iit, as the stdij* .. ; m ous King. 

If aiir professiem is the n- i. d custom, and 

regulate^d more hy the. fashion of the world than the 
operation of the .Divine laws upon our heaits, we 
shall have cause rather to be alarmed by the fate of 
the Jews, than to reproach them for their blindness 
and cruelly. The same l?edeemer whom liny de- 
spised and persecuted, spvaks no'v to iis in the jiro- 
phecies lluit describe hi.^ ptT ' n ..d in il‘«‘ (b.spei^ 

which have leconh d hi« *i ^ ct I*' in;; ub .\e 

all in the' poweiful etdeaej of :iiid 

rontlrme'd hv the pnriiy oi nisi . i' •• n..M !- 
lou*! cncumstances aUctuiint. ’* . . iij> l.uni.li:*- 

tioij wa^ eolunl'isv, aiul llu* miUci h. ' > wliu li it 
inKi\oid;dj|y t Xjjo-s, d him, ueie'eMulIv de^'cnhed in 
the w r:lu li (}. *^1 he' Loul («oe1, ’ Minh hi-, by 

the ))r' jhet, “ hath o])ein d mine ear, and I v. a., not 
It be'Ilioi; ,, nci'dii r tuiiuil awa) bat k. I gii\t my 
bac k to lb' ‘'iiiiiM '.. ai tl my e httk^ to tin in that 
pbi ti tbe hair: i I; 1 !Uil my lace >l'.tine 

;•? , . t.)ii I n.i[>arii.g this p!nbcl. .ii wnli 

ti;' » .. 1 hi. .e r*. , it is natmal ftn n^ to b< >in- 

)n .t ^ e y t>ne. sboohl leinaiii a scco'et in t: t 

i:»' 1 * <1 j e.‘ b vit nions»i ’..i\e ividtiice: but it is "'•ill 
iirir.* c''...ula!)le liiat the .Kws, win* groimda d 
liieiJ' e:.])eclalions ol a Nies'^iah upon the pi oplu fit"'. 
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in flat contradiction to these writings, still 
look for a temporal deliverer instead of a s[)iritual 
one ; and indulge the notion^ that their prince is to 
be arrayed in all the splendour of royalty, when their 
own oracles describe him as “ a man of sorrows, 
and acquainted with grief.” Such, however, lias 
been their infaliiation ever since the Son of ( lod 
came in the likeness of a servant ; for thoiigli the 
Divine glory out in all his words and actions, 

the nation woid ! lec i\e him because his pa- 
rentage V .• . 1 ' 1*. ctiuntry despised, l or 

tlnsp<i\;. . -n . .<* to selfish views and 
\\orlilly ju».. : . , » !e stand condemned in 

their own in.q : u ' , and the sentence of 

divorce is prononnerd agam»t them by the Almighty 
whom ihev >o unworthily treated. 

U his Light, shining in the darkness of a corrupt 
age, was atu nded by a fow poor and unlettered dis- 
ciphs, who, moved by no other prineiple than pious 
fear and rt litaious obedience, forsook all to fol- 
»\v the vi 'diersoevei* he went, lliese 

iire hr ji. f ,ns .i* \ d : «{ encouraged in the pre- 

o' - »ni ast to the unbelieving gc- 

ii * i. . . , ni Mu y dwell. In the laniiiiage 

<l j' i'.'!' ; . . ' ' « vhoitation is often n>i das 

^)i - -i III ' pailas to whom the ad he^s 

>pl»ie and (iisenpdve of the line of conduct wiiu li 
it known the> will uetiiull^ pursue. 'Ihn- /lie 
linle comp.iiiN '»f iH'lifxt’i'T are called upon to ir.* n 
tin iKUiu' iiK>ii l.ord, and to stay upon lli. n ' • •!, 
:il a time' wl.; u lliey will bc ch prived of l^ieir n l. . . vi.sd 
iinolvcd ill peipleiwly and ironhlc?. What !l;*x' • . 
tiiji Mjjonicti, adhirents of Je^n'< on k . 

lii’lilho, not onlv in giving up all \^ .t 

ioi hi.-. lint by niamtaiiii.iu,' i!itle\!f \ r an- 

nexion Willi Inm, even alter wunes-an^ h,^ c xcini uil- 
iiig a«/onii s on the eio>*i. The intCival Lv twee.* the 
deulli and resurrection was dark in the t :vUcinv ; >el 



^>08 THE CAPTIVE FEEEn. 

did not these holy confessors abandon their pro- 
fession, or break up their conimiinion, when all 
hope seemetl buried in the sepulchre. So far from rt, 
they carefully embalmed his mangled body, laid it in 
a new tomb, and waited the result with pious fortitude 
and IioIn resignation. To this uncommon display 
of faith does the l>ivine predictibn allude, and both 
€X)ncur in teaching us to rest firmly u|K)n the pro- 
mises of ouF l?cJecmer in all tlie dark and teiii- 
pestiioiis trials through which \’ve may be called to 
j»ass during this probationary pilgrimage. If we 
place before us in constant \iew the sacrifices and 
sufi'erings of the first ChTi-iians, who had all the 
workl confederated against tliem, our crosses and 
afflictions, so far from depressing, will correct and 
improve our minds, by dfrecting us to the same 
stay and refuge hich supported the believers of old, 
and made them utter this triumphant song ; Who 
shall separate us from tlie love of Christ ? shall tri- 
buliiliou, or distress, or pei*secution, or famine, or 
w retclicdness, or peril, orsw’ord.^ Nay, in all these 
tliiiig.s we are more than coiu|ucrors, ihrougli iliiu 
that loved us.’^ Koni* viii. 35— 37» 


, JULY THE TWENTY- FI UST. 

Tin: CAPTivi: 

Laiuh, li. J4.— -yV/c exile hfntenelh that he 

mdtf Lk' (o't.sed, tittfl that -he atiould wd die in the 
pd, nui ihiit liifi hredd 

*i . ‘ ‘ \ 

AriiR cucouragmg his people itQ^4») Id fast llicir 
j)f uicssion wnh*»nl waveinig,' lliQUgh stirroumled wiUi 
% the l..oid, b} h’.s prophet, tunw to tliciif 

and till eat CHS them with a •feaifid dc' 
stiUv.uoii. iithuid, all \c that kiucMc' a fiix\ that 
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compass yourselves about with sparks ; walk in the 
light of your fire, and in the sparks that ye have 
kindled, l liis shall ye have of mine hand, ye shall 
lie clown in sorrow.** According to the prediction 
so was the event ; for the infatuated nation having 
shut their eyes against the light w'hich arose upon 
lliein, and renounced the government of ihcir God 
and King for that of the Uonians, soon experienced 
the weight of the Divine judgment in the utter anni- 
hilation of their ci\il and ecclesiastical polity. To 
tills abrogation of the Jewish state and Mosaic eco- 
nomy the general attention is again called, in the 
syiubolicui language, which represents temporal in- 
stitulions by the most striking and powerful images 
in the natural world. The ceremonial system, im- 
parted with such tremendous majesty from heaven, 
is described as vanishing like smoke ; and the peculiar 
theocracy of Abraham s chosen inheritance becomes 
decayed and useless, as a moth-eaten garment. But 
though the typical institutions are annulled, and the 
civil government Is dissolved, the salvation figured by 
tlic former shall endure for ever ; and the moral law, 
which is the basis of die structure, shall not be 
abolished. In culling Israel to consider their descent 
as the posterity of Abraham, the Divine intention 
was clearly to impress upon their minds the nature 
and magnitude of the covenant made with the father 
of the faithful, that in him all the families of the 
earth should be blessed.” Now this promise ob- 
viously pointed to some distant period and person, 
when and by whom the different nations of mankind 
should profess the same belief and enjoy the same 
mercy, 'llie propliec^ of Isaiab, in this place, is no 
more than an eiplication of that decree, by announ- 
cing the Mighty One, who is to fulfill it in breaking 
down the wall of partition between the Jew and 
Gentile, and uniting them in a common deliverance. 
By a v«ry luual figure in •criptural language, tli« 
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objects of this great rcdeiiiplion are described at 
being in a slate of captivity, and bound in chains, 
under the power of an arbitrary oppressor. 
same thing was implied hi ll;c promise communi- 
cated to mankind thiongh Abraltam ; for wln n it is 
said that they sl:all obtain a blessing by him, the 
pla i! St nre is, ihat their previous condition must he 
Sill I as to render a great moral change necessary to 
thei! Iiappn.evs. I'hi* Power, upon whom the stu- 
pei'ifKae- \\(>ik i f uni\crsai emancipation devolves, 
&n<i who r,i ih< i nmaii nature peih^rms the under- 
taking wliuli he iiad stipulated and bound himself 
to iteee'ir.pitsli. tliiis introduced : lie marcbelh on 
villi ; (i v*|ji> cometli to free the capii\e ; tliat lie 
i wt lit tlie dungeon, and that his bread may 
le.l n il. rieii 1, Jehovah thy (iod; He who sti'I- 
ctli at oiKA the st a, though the WRve.s thereof roar : 
Jih-ovah, (Jui! of Hosts*, is his namc.^’ ISopaitof 
thi:. pr(*} !i( L'C lIo^cription can with jiisliee be applied 
to C>ie •: foi though his coiiqiicsl of llab}lon proved 
the il- hfvt !;m!*’i* of llie Jews, the edict which h? 
pas'-eil II, ihiir favour was hut pailially cm cuti il in 
his tiii'e ; and ni ilher mider the aiispii es of that 
inonanh, nor any other, did this people form a 
junction v\iih the* Ceiitihs, obtain colonial selile- 
nients, or sei.d forth a law to the distant i.-Ic.s. Yd 
all the*.e ll.ing.^ are «>pre.ssly foretold, as connected 
with the wondiiiul aicliievi mints of the Saviour, 
wh.oinl r.s the house of bondage, bri'aks the chain 
of eripiivfs, and su}s, V'crily, not in haste sliall 
ye Idiih ; and not by fliglit shull yc inarch along : 
for Jii'( ':!h shall he in }our front, and the Ciod of 
Israi 1 shaH bring u]> your riar.’^ lids is an obvious 
allusion to the maiinei in which the sei d of Jacob 
came up (.ut of iCg\pt, and ji arclnd thioiigh the 
wil(i« na v,s, i:nd< r thi iiiiint diate snpei inteudar.ee and 
proOxlir,ri of the Almightv. Now the .‘nine DiTiveriir 
and Leader who vvuil Lcfoie anciciit Israel in the 
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miraculous pillar of cloud aod fire, is here predicted 
to fipiH.'^ir in another form, and in a more conspicu- 
ous (iispla\ «»l his inajc.4y. I'hat nuuiifeslulion of 
tli<* thvnie pn .sciice was typical of the r)ue here pre- 
diclt' i ; hnl this {iiorv, and the dciivt ranee cfieclcd 
by it, ihtniitelv transcend ail that the uit- 

iiesstd hi tlieir pas'<a<ie through the sea, and vurioua 
j«niMieyi.igs in the wddernc'ss. 'riu; thraldoin and 
fivMknii which constitute the prophetic theme, h' ing 
f>r universal iinpoit, nur.t be of a spuiUial iiaOire, 
si'.K’o it i^ itnp »ssib!v‘ to understand the junction (»f 
bJ natMcis in any odiei liian a moral .i.. e, tliO 
proles .Km of the same jiriiiciples. If tie Ivli^sing, 
llinfcfore, eoneeriis Lvcr\ biaiKli of the luiin in fa- 
mily, no descriplijii of persons can hr. regarvi4.il as 
cxeinpl, by (le ir pi v.ous state and eharacl* r, fioni 
the la ceis’ty <«i‘ it; and this ir.dccd is the Setipture 
doctime, wiiich cimcludes all men to be midi- r 
sin.” Chil. iii. t2‘2. Such is the state of darkiK nS iiiid 
cajitiMiN in whicli the jxesterity of Adam were plunged 
bv lij.s li,.usj;Tcssion : but llitdr redemption was j'r )- 
lulled w Ik n the olleiice came, and the manner of it be- 
came the snhj' ct of many m\slie rites and p i^iiive pre- 
ihetioiii. To ihi.'i recovery Oi the divitu liit* and liherly, 
Wi'..ch m ill I(‘si ill hi.s fir.4 repiesenUiln e, the pici>*' t 
dii i C'ts our attention when he describes the v, ■ "Mlcr- 
ful Ciiiid, the stc'il of the woiiian, as coming with 
piiiect lighteousiiess to crush the power oi die 
nsutper; and having made a full atonement fin 
by ins death, sa}ing to them who were bound by it 
under the sentence of condemnation, “ Go forth.’* 
Tisry who trust for redemption only to the sacriilee 
otteied by the Saviour upon the cniss, and who go 
down ill faith with him lo me invisible world, slrall 
be inaOe partakers of Ins tiiumphant exaltation over 
bell aiid the grave, 't hey are here fed from dav to 
day with that brearl which came down from heaven * 
and whatever be their external cacuiustances, or 
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however much they may be despised by the proud 
and the ignorant, their names are written in the 
Lamb's book of life. Enlightened by his spirit and 
supported by his grace, they arc enable d to t>vercome 
tlie world ; so that, amidst all the trials and tempta- 
tions which befall them, the promise is fully made 
apparent in the comfort which they enjoy, and the 
example w Inch they set ; If the Son, therefore, 
make }ou free, then are ye free indeed.” J oliii, viii. 3(i. 


JULY THE TWENTY.SECOND. 

THE SUFFERING REDEEMER. 

Isaiah, liii. iO^.^Thertfore zcill I divide him a par- 
iiov Kith Ihe greats and he shall divide the spoil 
Zi Uh the strong ; because he hath poured out his 
soul unto death, and he rvas numbered zeith the 
transgressors; and he bore the sin oj* znant/, and 

made iniereession for the transgressors* 

% 

Few circunistaiices connected with the history of the 
fiospel are more remarkable than the fact, that, 
wliiJf the idea of a Messiah was prevalent among 
the Jews, such was their blindness, they resisted 
the most powerful evidences of his Divinity when 
he actually made his ap|H*arance. But it surely is 
little less extraordinary, that the scattered descendants 
of the sat7ie people should still continue to cherish 
the strange notion that their deliverer will be a power- 
ful prince, distinguished by worldly conquests and 
the permanency of an earthly throne. 'I'u us w'ho 
read the same prophecies ou which that hope is 
founded, mithing can he pluiiHT than the descriptive 
charueteristies of huniiliation and pei.'>e( ntniii, ler- 
miniillng in the violent death of Him who is styled the 
Holy One of God. It is true, his kingdom is repre- 
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tented by very glowing images, Ids magnificent and 
extensive, populous and immtftHble ^ but his personal 
ministry, befoie all this cOn take *'^1ace^ is uniformly 
set forth in an ^onistic view, as a counBe of labour 
and suffering. The error of those who rejected our 
Lords mission, la^ in applying to the probationary 
state of the Messiah wliat the prophets have only 
represented as its efiects. Thus by inverting the 
order of the predictions they fell into flie delusion, 
that the promised Saviour was to be a temporal 
sovereign and a mighty hero, by whose atchievements 
they were to obtam agcendaiicy over all their 
enemies. With such sentiments it is no wonder that 
a corrupt and refractory community should treat the 
spiritual character of Jesus with contempt ; but it is 
matter of astonbhment that thej^ who have full op- 
portunity of compuiog the predictive marks of the 
Messiah with the histoiy of nU Ufe, and the wonder- 
All change produced by his doctrine, should yet en- 
tertain any doubt whether this \vas the person of 
whom Moses and the prophets did write. An 
Apostle who was well acquainted 'widi the real dispo* 
sition of his countrymen^ ascribes their excision to 
the want of faith, which he rnore particularly ex- 
plains immediately afterwards, of their going about 
to establish a righteousness totally different from 
what God had appointed. They rested for accept- 
ttiice solely in the outward serves- of their ritual, 
and iu the formalities of their law, as enlarged by 
tradition and commented upon by die craft or ze^ 
of their doctors. Being thus , blinded as to the real 
sense of these ordinances, they turned all that was 
delivered in the prophecies concerning an offering for 
sin into metaphor; while, on the other hand, they 
eagerly seized the sublime accounts, of the Messiah’s 
kingdom to build upon them the wildest and luo^t 
chimerical expectations. But this very fatuity made 
a. part of the prophetic descriptioii ; and Jsuiuh, in 
VOL, IX. o 
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the complete view which he takes of the Rcilocmer s 
voluntary degradation^ begins with the assertion, that 
the Divine ititerpositioii for man’s recovery shall pass 
unheeded by those who witness its power. The 
promised Saviour riseth up, in the midst of an un- 
believing generation, like a Ibwiy shoot from the 
trunk of a neglected tree, without any distinction or 
beauty to attract the notice and command the ad- 
miration of mankind. Such indeed is the obscurity 
of bis origin and the poverty of bis appearance, that 
the people despise him, and refuse to account him as 
one of their number. . All this exactly tallied with 
the meanness of our Lord’s earthly parenUige, and 
tlie usage which he experienced on that account from 
all ranks, who treated him contemptuously as the son 
of a carpenter, and would not acknowlege him for a 
prophet because he came from Galilee. Equally 
particular and appropriate is the description of his 
clouded life and innocent deportment ; He was 
indeed a man of sorrows and acquainted witli grief ; 
he was as one that hidetb bis face from us ; }et he 
was despised, and we e^eemed him not.'' Of his 
afflictions we rea<l much, but of bis enjoyments w e 
only know that he had neither inheritance nor habi- 
tation ; for while the foxes bad holes, and the birds 
of the air had nests, tlie Son of Man was without a 
place w'here he could lay hb head.” Luke, ix. .3^. 
llius did he truly come unto bis own, who received 
him not ; and so unobtrusive were his manners, that, 
except when duty called him to Jerusalem, or he 
was engaged in the public discharge of his ministry, 
lie studiously avoided popular assemblies, and re- 
pressed the applauses of those who had been benefited 
by his goodness. Having fed many thousands by a 
ndracle, he first sent away bis disciples, and then 
d'smissed the multitude, who were unwilling to leave 
him ; after which he retired to a mountain, where he 
s]>eDt 'the night, alone and in prayer. So justly did 



THE SUFFERING UEDEEMER. 


313 


the orarular description correspond w itli the circuin- 
stanccs and coiulucl of oiir Savionr, lliat if no olln r 
lineaments had been exhibiteil than tliosc, the re- 
semblance must be confessed by every candid cn- 
aniiner of the prophetic picture and the evangelical 
history. But the portrait is more nilnutely marked 
and accurately defined ' in the pierced and lacerated 
appearance of this wonderful and innocent person, 
who is wounded for transgressions not his own, and 
judicially stricken for the iniquities of otliers. He is 
not merely the object of bigotted fury and unjust 
resentment, the martyr of truth and the victim of 
malice, but bis sufferings and death are represented as 
the operative accomplisliment of an awful decree, 
which rendered them necessary to restore peace and 
to heal a malady otlierwise incurable. As a lamb led 
to slaughter, he neither murmurs nor makes any effort 
to esca{)e ; and though be is condemned by an 0 |>« 
pressive Judgment, none of all those who had wit- 
nessed his pure conversation and enjoyed the benefit 
of his miracles, have the virtue and resolution to 
stp|)eur ill his behalf. Thus literally was verified iu 
the trial and condemuation of Jesus, all that the 
prophet hud many ages before so graphically de- 
scribed ; ** For He was cut oft* from the land of the 
living ; for the transgression of my people He was 
smitten to death.'* It is impossible to understand this 
ill any other light than that of an extraordinary sacri- 
fice ; for the. prophetic narrative positively calls this 
pouring out of the Kedeetner’s life by that very 
term ; and tliroughout the whole affecting transaction 
die righteous sufferer is figured by the spotless. animal, 
the shedding of whose blood was the sign of redemp- 
tion. The language of the prophet is precisely the 
same with that of the liaptist,, when he said to liU 
followers, l^eliold the Lamb of God, which 
taketli a way the sin of the world and with that of 
our l^ord, where he compares himself to the pusdial 
o *2 
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victim, Except ye eat tlic. flesh of the Son of Man, 
mid drink his bl^od, yo have no life in }ou/’ Joliu, 
vi. 53. The Divine Oracle proceeds yet faiihcr, 
«ud having represented tite IJoly Oiio as stifle ring by 
an unjiust sentence viith malefactors, conveys his 
body to tlie tomb of the rich ; and while the oiimity 
of the wicked aimed the utter dcstructicm of his 
memory, it is declared that He shall see a seed 
which shall prolong their days, and the gracious 
purpose of Jehovah shall prosper in bin hands/’ 
The prophet, who had just before particularized 
with the utmost accuracy the agonizing death of 
this extraordinary Person ami. his honourable burial, 
goes on to predict the fuliillment of the appointed 
decree in the glorious establishment of his dotiiinioii 
over many people. Now, as all that is here foretold 
of the Kedeemer s triumph and portion, is expressly 
declared to be the fruit of his labour and sacrifice, 
his resurrection must be absolutely necessary to the 
fulfillment of the promise. He is described as die 
delivei'cr and ruler of Un innumerable people, be- 
cause he poured out bis ^ul uUto death, and was 
numbered witii the tntnsgrcssors ; and because he 
bare tlie sin of many, and made intercession for the 
transgressors.’* .His* voluntary resignation of life, 
tlien, in that remarkable manner, as a sitV offering, 
is the price paid for the portion which he obtains ; 
and, therefore, to render effectual all that follows, 
he must revive from tha^grave, and come with pow er 
and conouest from the stato of the dead. Without 
this the latter part of the prophecy cannot be un- 
derstood; but as it ijT certain that the body of Jesus, 
with the permission of the Uoniati governor, was laid 
by Joseph of Ariniatbeii^iri liis own new tomb, ^^beiiig 
first wound about in fine luien, with spices, as the man- 
lier was to bury the rich and great;’’ we have ecjual 
assurance that it did not long remain there, since the 
w hole of wliat be had predict^ came to pass accorduig 
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to the time appointed. Even bj'fure his transfiguration, 
and while yet there were no indications of his. passion, 
Jesus began to sliow unto his disciples how that he 
must go unto Jonisalein, and siiflFer many things of 
the elders, and chief priests, and scribes ; and b« 
killed, and be raised again the tliiid* day.’’ Matt. 
»vi.21. 


JULY THE TWENTY-TIHRD. 

THE COVENANT OF PEACE. . 

kaiah, liv. waptfh that is formed against’ 

thee shall prosper i atsd ev^rt/ tongue that ^hall 
rise against thee injudgtnent thask shalt condemn* 
This IS the heritag^af the servants tf the Lord, 
and their righteotmess is ef me, saith the Lord- 

T*he. disma] sceoe exhibUeif iii die ]as.t chapter is now 
bhan^d into a llheihe. of gratulalioti, joy, and tri- 
umph; for heaven and[^ eurth are reconciled) and 
Jehovah himself condesceods in person to proclaim 
an cterlasliiig covenant of peace,' by virtue of wliick 
the once separated objeol is called upon to repose 
niih entire confidence in his unchangeable mercy. 
In the former prophecy ihe chastisement which was 
our due, i.s'said to have been fully borne by the Holy 
Siifierer, who was led as a ,Iauib to the altar, where 
be endured the iniquiUCs of us alL ’Fhat sacrifice 
being completed, |ne ; persons » for wiioin it was 
oii'ered are brought forth from a state of coudem na- 
tion to the enjoyiiient of perfect liberty, by the 
mediation and righteousness of their Redeemer. 
'I'his cominnnily, so wonderfully rescued and graci- 
ously exulted, is here coinpareil to a repudiated wife, 
whose frailty hud been die cause of a lung and morti- 
fying divorce, but who is now restored to favour by 
the loving kindness of her Lord. j\s the face of 
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nature was renewed after the deluge, and a bond 
of amity established, by which ihc Almighty engaged, 
Uiat day and night should never cease ; nor the 
waters any more become a flood, to destroy all flesh 
so this eteiiral covenant, ratified by the. blood of 
atonement, cancels the sentence of wrath incurred by 
the fall of mail, and ensures to all believers the par- 
don of their sins, llie analogy drawn between the 
redemption of the church and the restoration of the 
world, is also forcibly stated by an Apostle, in lan- 
guage which, however obscure some may deem it, 
cannot well* be understood in any other light than as 
extending tlie benefits of Christ’s death to all ages^ 
and fimong the yest, to the antediluvians, ** w'ho 
were sonietiine disobedient, when the long suffering 
of God waited in the days of Noah.” 1 Peter, iii. 20. 
In this prophecy of Isaidi^ the covenant of peace 
established by Jehovah for the recovery of the inoiid 
creation, is compared to the one entfered into 
the patriarch who miracolottsiy survived the flood % 
and the church thus saved from {wdition, planted 
in security, and made abundaatly fruitful, is likened 
4o that vessel which was for a time exposed td the 
raging of elemental strife, upon the aby.ss of mighty 
waters. St. Peter, in the remarkable passage just 
referred to, has exactly the same similitude, and 
evidently for the very same purpose ; since, as he 
observes of the refuge provided for the father of the 
new worlcTaiid bis family, the like figure, where- 
unto even baptism dolii also now save us ; not the 
putting away the filth of the flesh, but the answer 
of a good conscieuee toward God, by the resurrec* 
tion of Jesus Christ.” That the Prophet and Apostle 
considered the ark of Noah as Upical of the atone- 
ment, Is plain from this, that both th4*se inspired 
writers make the comparison and ap|jlicapon iiiiini - 
cliately after they had dt^scribt d the sufferings of a 
righteous f>eis»ou for (lie iiiicpiiti^ of oUn is, or ** the 
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just for the unjust, that he might bring us unto God.” 
Both represent the Saviour as pouring out his blood 
voluiitai^y« ill the way of expiation for sinners, and 
both describe* him coming up again from the state 
of the dead, as a conqueror and redeemer * uho, on 
account of his submission to judgment in the iiuinaii 
nature, and by virtue of his power in the .Divine, 
multiplies a seed ‘that shall prolong their days, or 
continue to increase, till the consuniniation of ail 
things. The propriety of the comparison adopted 
by the two sacred penmen, will appear yet fartIuM*, 
M hen we consider the I'espective cases of the natural 
and moral regeneratiofr; for as the earth uas com* 
plelely overflown, so that Act a single spot appeared 
on wwh the foot of nian^ or beast, or bird, could 
real ; in like manner all spiritual life was obliterated 
sin, and not a vestige of hope remained for crea* 
fares who we.re without the will and the power of 
rasing themselveato^tiiai abite of holiness which is 
i^ttiml of those who see the Ixird. But though 
tb^ mass "of animal existence seqined to be cut off 
when the fountains^ of ibe. great deep were broken 
up, the Divine mercy -proPfid^^tbe means of renova- 
tion in the ark, which floated .in perfect safety over 
the treineiidous.^vreck; and thus did the chosen One, 
who is called the everlasting Father of a new world, 
bear tht; burthen of nuiversiti triiosgi'essioii upon the 
cross, and after passing through the region of dark- 
ness and shadow of dtiitb, a$cend to the right hand 
of God, wherb angels, and. authorities, and powers, 
are uiatlc subject unto him.” 1 Pet. iii. *2'2. 

. ^riicre, ill bts interce^^ori^.cbaracttr, he rules over 
the chill ch, which be bus purchased and washed by 
his blood, and which shall contiiiMU to increase and 
inultipiy upon earth, by ttb energy of his Spirit, till 
the dispensation of righteousness is completed ; and 
when all things and persons, as ap^>ointcd, are made 
^iibjox't unto him, then shall the Son yield up the 
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media! olial kingdom, that God i^ay be all. in all.’’ 

] Cur. XV. *38. W ith this redeemed communion, 
gatlnied honi ail lauds and of eviry age, he has 
Petlit d an everh'^ling covenant, ordered* in all thini^s 
sukI 8«re, by wliich the secnrily of the church is so 
Irmly establislicd, that no \vea{>on forincd against 
her shall pros|'er; and against every .tongue that 
contcndeth wiilr her ^he sliall maintain her cause/' 
*^1 his promise contains an indirect allusion to the 
mtnns by which the fall was accomplished, and the 
xnalicc of the accuser rendered for a period trU 
nmphant ; but, now, since the adversai^ is crushed, 
and his power is taken away, by the second re{>re« 
senfalive of man, no temptadon shall prevail, nor any 
charge be brougl>t info judgment against those who 
lia^e an interest in the covenaitf of grace ; for if any 
man sin, we have an Advocate witfa'tbe Fstlher, Jesus 
Christ the righteous, and he is the propitratioiv for ^ 
our sins ; and not for oiira enlyi biert also for the idijiii 
of the whole woild.'' 1 Joint, ji.J, tf. ' , 

JULY THE twenty-fourth. 

THE INi^REASE OF THE CHITACH, 

Isaiali, Ix. Jittk one shaft become a (houmml^ 

futd a small one a slrotfg Hatim ; I the Lord hdll 
hasten it in' his time* 

It is the peculiar glory of tfae'0i'ri^ien syMcm, that 
while every oilier has to boast the splendour of its. 
origin in the wot Idly rank or acquired power of tFie 
founder, this alone rose out .of abject poverty, and 
flourished amidst iiiceHsaiit persecution. So far from 
having the aid of wcattb and leariiiiigjmr the' fornii- 
dable CO operation of numbers, its Author iiiuitcd his 
immediate associates and dtsi'iples to a very small 
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fratemily, and selected tliem from the meaner and 
Iciist infoniud put t of the cornmuiiity. He took no 
p: ins to secure the patronage of the greats nor did he 
use any iiiAucnce \iith the people to’ multiply the 
means of defending himself from the malicious de- 
signs of his enemies, l>uring the whole of bis mi- 
nistry^ he repressed all notions of temporal grandeur, 
whenever any such made jtheir appearance among his 
followers, and instead of encouraging them with the 
prospect of ease and honour, he frankly told them 
that lie must not only suffer an ignominious death liim- 
self, but that they also, in consequence of their con- 
nexion with him and 'bearing his name, should he 
hated of all men. They shall deliver you up to 
councils/’ said he to his disciples, and in the 
synagogues ye shall be beaten ; and ye shall be brought 
before rulers and kmgs for my sake, for a testimony 
against them.” Mark, xiif. D* This seems to have 
strange encouragement for persons who had 
abwdoiieii their employments and relations to follow 
a doctrine which offered no adequate return for the 
.Vcicrifice. It is tfue,4he Divine. Teacher gave them 
the promise of eternal Ufe; \but when we consider the 
<'om para lively little efficacy which the hope or fear of 
futurity has upon men’s uhikIs, where the assurance 
is strong and the duty 'less difficult, •we may rather 
w onder that any should remain attaclied to a suffering 
Master, tiuin that some should go back and walk no 
more with him. Fanaticism may do much in gaining 
proselytes, and it may perhaps induce many to en- 
counter great hardships ; but the conduct of such 
persons will always be extravagant, in [noportioii to 
the wildness of •theii* reveries and the inysticrsni of 
their dogmas. Hut witli respect to the first planters 
of the Christian religion, it is observable that they 
were men of llfciid dispositions and uncultivated un- 
derstaiijdings, whose habits liltltt titled them for 
public lecturing, and whose prejudices were all io 
u 5 
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favour of rstabiiahrd iiiRtitutions. Besides, ihe Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ, instead of adininistcring to the 
vanity of the teacher or presenting any allurements iJ 
the imagination of the hearer, required humility as 
the first principle, and enjoined a constant suljnga- 
tion of the passions , to tire law of rightooiisncss ; so 
far as the plucking out of the tight eye and the cutting 
off tlic right hand ; rather than give offence to the 
least disciple. The first witnesses to, the truth might 
be forcibly stnick with the miracles which they be« 
held, and chartiied with the pow*erfuI discourses w hich 
they heard from Him wbosfmke a^.no other man did; 
but the wonder and admiration would soon have 
]>assed away,' if their miuds had not been influenced 
by some purer motive, ..ratskig theni above the 
world, and uniting their Jiearts to one who had no 
honours or riches to bestow* When, tlierefore, we 
find that these Apostlea, with the exception only of 
one, and he avowedly.'acitiated *by the basest con-* 
sidemtion, adhered to tbeir Lord both in life ai)d after 
his death ; what other, etMioliisicin caii we draw, than 
that the same Divine Spirit which was in him with- 
out measure, impelled them also to go forth in his 
cause, conquering and Jto conquer f But tlie wonder 
is increased, when we find the wisdom of the philo- 
sopher and the ^superstition of the bigot subdued by 
the preaching of these illiterate and obscure me- 
chanics. Ibe conversion of the canml-niindcd Jew 
by such feeble instruments is extraordinary, when we 
reflect upon the prepossessions which were necessary 
to be removed before he could 'become a believer in 
the divine mission of a crucified Saviour ; but that 
the Gentile, who was without any previous acquaint** 
arice with the historical record of man’s fall and the 
promise of a Saviour, should’ abandon bis gaudy 
worship and flexible morality for the smiplicity of the 
Christian faith and the strictness of its discipline, 
can be ascribed only- to the mighty powder of ^od. 

3 
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The known contempt in which the Hebrews were 
held by the proud Homans and the polished Greeks, 
renders the progress of tlie Gospel as great a miracle . 
as any that was performed in confirmation of its 
truth. Yet, with every human iiit-uns and probabi- 
lity combiiied against it, this new and strange religion 
was received ]>y multitudes in tlie voluptuous city of 
Corinth, the rich and superstitious Ephesus, and, 
amorrg many other places, Athens itself, the seat' of 
learning, of scepticism, and dispute. Thus in less 
than a century bom the ascension, that light which 
arose upon the banks of the Jordan darted its cheer- 
ing beams across the Mediterranean sea, to the very 
heait of the empire, and pa&sing over into Spilin, 
extended itself to the shores of* Britain ; which might 
be truly called the region of darkness and the shadow 
of deatli.^ In all this the immediate power of 
Heaven w'us manifest ; for nothing but the Divine 
agency could have made that dtictrine effectual which 
wjas adverse to the Teceiveef opinions and prevalent 
usa^, wherever it came. While Jewish nation 
rejected the Lord of JJfe, and continued to heap up 
wrath against the day of evili tlie Gentiles “ flocked 
into the communion of the church as the doves into 
the windows Uie distant isles gladly welcomed the 
Jovful sound of a Saviour, and their ships may be 
said to have come laden wdth offerings to the name of 
Jehovah and to the Holy: One of 'Israel.** 'Flie pro- 
phecy was completely folfiiled in every part of its 
sublime description, for the little one truly became a 
thousand, and the small one a strong nation and 
tl» increase was hastened, or made abuiiduntiy great, 
w ithin a short space of time. Even the conquerois 
of the w'orld became uiiw iitingly the carriers of the 
Go8|)el ; and ti^ Jew’s followed after, to grace the 
triumph, and to mecome witnesses of its truth. This ac- . 
coropiisliinent of the Uol> ( Oracle gives us an assurance 
that the w’ork so wouderftiily begun, and graciously 
u (j 
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continued, shall still* go on with an over>ruling in- 
fluence, amidst all the contentions and corruptions 
^pvhicli human or iut'einal malice may raise against 
it, till the proclamation ahall be made, "ihe 
l^ingdoins of this world are become the kingdoms of 
our Lord and of bis Christ ; and he shall reigu for 
ever and ever.” Rev. xi. 15. 


JULY THE TWENTY-FIFTH. 

THE SPlRiTCAL JUBILEE. 

Isaiah, Ixi. 1, 2 . — The Snirit the Lord God is 
upon me ; became the Ijord ^ hath anointed me to 
preach good tidings unto the meoli ; he hath sent 
me to bind up the broken^hemiedf to prochira 
iihextif to the cafftives, and the opening of the 
prison to them that are Ihnnd ; to proeluim the 
acceptable year of the Lord, 

^^iiK Mosaic institution was distinguished by certain 
reinatkable statutes, wliicii ordained that every 
sevenili, or, as it was caBed, the sabbatical year, 
should be observed with joyful solenmily, in the 
entire cessation from agticttUura} labours, tlie reini.s- 
hijn of debts from one Israelite to anolbcr, and the 
luunumissioii of scrvoitts. The benevolent provisions 
of tills law were farther extended at the hevenlh 
.septennary, or the tifUeth year, in the complete 
cinancipation of all bonduieti, and the restitution of 
estates to their original owners. 'Hiis last festival 
was called the Jubilee, becausp it was proclaimed 
throiigliout the land by a particular sound of tlie 
tiuriipet, and this was done in all the high w ays and 
other public placis some tim^ before, tliat the 
peiiple tiiiglit foe liuly iirepated for the assertion of 
tbptr natioiial |itivileges. IW political bs^etits of 
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these usages were many and importanti as hereby the 
poor became content in the station allotted them, and 
the rich were restrained froiii any undue encroach- 
ments. Liberty and property were accurately de- 
iined ; and while every fair advantage was given to 
tlic wealthy part of the community^ care waa taken to 
prevent the necessitous and improvident from becom- 
ing the prey of the cunning and avaricious. Ilie 
bund of servitude was lightened, and the toil of 
labour was sweetened, by Uie consideration, that the 
year of release drew nigh, when the. servant would 
be as his master, and the captive he restored to his 
fieedoni. In the view of die same joyful season the 
distressed Hebrew was consoled under the temporary 
loss of his patrimony, with the reflection, that it 
was secured by an immutable law, and would revert 
again to his family undiminished in its value and 
. without any tedious^ procrastination. But this ordi- 
{.nance had a speciiic object of another kind; and 
whjte it contributed to, tlie personal comforts of the 
people, it pointed their hopes to the fulness of days, 
when the legal, bondage snould be done away, and 
man be reinstated in his i|>rfeited inheritance. The 
typical design of the institution is clearly expressed in 
this prophetical dialogue, where the Messiah pro- 
claims his consecration atid die purposes of bis mis- 
sion to the church, who bails his approach with gra- 
titude, anticipates the renovation of nature, and pre- 
dicts the diffusion of; his righteousness among all 
nations.' He who was* anmuted by the Spirit to 
communreate these blessings to mankiiid, began his 
.ministry at Nazareth with this very passage of Holy 
Writ, which in the public syijtogogue he applied 
directly to himself; for having read the piophecy 
aloud to a large and attentive congregation, he 
closed the book and said, ** 'rhis day is this Scripture 
fulfilled ill your ears.’* Luke, iv. SI. By that day 
our Saviour did not meuo the particular sabbath 
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when his words were uttered, but the whole period 
of his visitation, which therefore corresponded with 
w hat the prophet calls ** the acceptable year of the 
I^rd and the witnesses to the fultilment of the 
oracle were not the members of that identical 
assembly, but the whole existing generation, among 
whom his wooderfoKworks were wrought. But it 
may be objected, tliat^ whatever miracles our Lord 
performed, he opened no prison-doors, nor relieved 
any captive from his chain ; that, so far from reviving 
the jubilee according to the ancient forms, he scrii* 
ptilousiy avoided all concent ;n men’s temporal 
affairs, and submitted . hitfiseif to the payment of 
tribute. Tlic answer to all this is obvious, if we 
routine our attention to wiiat was figured in the origi- 
nal institution. Here the cancel of debts, the re- 
storation of property, and freedom from servici?, re- 
minded the Israelite of national hifit(U*y, and of 
the miraculous deliverance ^ which h'ls fathers ex- 
perienced when they w'ere brought forth from Egypt 
by the visible iiianifestutioii of 'Jehovah. Now that 
slavery, which they endured for ao long a period, 
was but a fuint resemblance of the degraded condi- 
tion ill which human nature was plunged by the fall, 
and of the darkness spread Over the moral world by 
tlie dominion of siti. Salvation from sucii a state 
could be no work of man, vdio w as under condeinnu- 
tioii as a tran.^gressor of tlie Jaw, and become die 
vassal of the evil one ; nothing but an act of sove- 
reign grace could remit the claims whii'h iniiuite 
justice had against him ; and nothing short of the 
JDivine Power could bring him again tO' the free use 
of his spiritual faculties, so as to renck r his services 
acceptable in the sight 'of God. Sudi au interposi- 
tion was foretold at the coinineiiceineot of nian’s 
wretdicdiiess; and this blessing ronstituUd thf) whole 
intent of the Mosaic economy, which was only the 
shadow of good thiugs to come/’ The jubilee w as 
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n gratfjful commemoration of the redemption ex- 
perienced by the seed of J^ob, and it represented 
also that sill 1 greater mercy, which, through their 
instrumentality, Mas to unite all ranks and descrip- 
tions of men in one righteous community. There 
was no respect of persons in this great festival, which 
therefore happily depicted that era, M'ben by one 
Spirit ail |ire baptiz^ into one body, whether Jews 
or Gentiles, whether bond or free.” I Cor. xii. 13. 
’^I'hoiigh our Lord did not in the literal sense abolish 
slavery by any interference with the peculiar polity 
of states and the custoniary practices of his time, he 
did more than all this/ when he laid down principles 
and precepts, which necessarily tend to ameliorate 
the condition of mankind, even with regard to their 
outward circumstances and relative connexions, 
llie doctrine which he preached raised the poor to a 
participation of the saind nierey with the rich ; and 
while it encouraged the one to endure their privations 
with patience and holy submission to the Divine 
will, It required of the latter the constant exercise of 
good works, according to the talents which God 
had given diem for benefit of their brethren. 
During the actual residence of the Redeemer upon 
earth he relieved many afflicted persons, whose 
deploi able cases defied the lud-of all mortal skill; 
but the blessings described in tbe prediction extended 
much farther than these miracles. truly poured 
balm into mgny brokeu hearts, by healing their mala- 
dies and rabiog their friends from tbe dead ; but his 
atonement coutinuestobind up tlie Wounds of peiiitont 
sinners in eveiyr age and country, restoring them to 
health in the forgiveness of their sins, ^aiid raising 
them to newness of life by the power of his Spirit. 
That ** acceptable year” which the prophet foretold 
and our Lord announced, dawned upon Judea, and 
spread its cheering light over various regions, that 
for ages had been coveted with darkness apd polluted 
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with idolatry, lliiis the cajitivity of the heathen 
W'orld was turned into the liberty of the sons of God, 
and they who were long ‘bound in the icy fetters of 
ignorance and cGrruptioii, arose at the joyful sound, 
aikl became the « willing Subjects of the righteous 
King. he Jew, indeed, refused to share tlie prof- 
fcrc<l blessing 'with his destitute brother ; for wdiich 
infidelity and uiikindness he ctit himself off from the 
iiihoijtaiice, and became a. standing memorial, of 
iiurcy and judgment. But while we contem^ 
plate this strange abuse of the Divine goodness, and 
woiiderfdl obduracy in resisting^ what was calculated 
for the benefit of mankind, let ns remember that tlie 
p< riod of profiting by this grace is limited, with je- 
s|>ccl to tis, as it was to' the choscii people of God ; 
and that unless it be improved according to the op- 
portunities which we p08SesS| it will only* aggravate 
our Cuiulenmatioii. *. . v 

As in the ancient jubilee men were called by the 
roiuid of the trumpet to claim the privileges wliicb 
it hcbiowtd, so are w’e now invited by the Gospel to 
become partakers of that redcinpticf^i, which can be 
obtained by no otlier means, nor at any future 
pc riod ; ** Behold, iiow^ ia ^ihe accepted time ; he- 
lio!d, now is Uic day of iali^tion.” 2 Cor. vi. ti. 


JULY THE 'HVENTY- SIXTH. 

THE CITV'OF GOp. 

Isaiah, Ixii. 12 .-— JYifcy ihifU cfilt the 

pe&ptey tlie, redeemed of the Uurd: and lliou Juiii 
be called Sought out, a ciitj not fonaketu . 

We have heard the prodamatioii of the ^|essiali, 
declaring his consecration and giving notice of his 
approach; that tlioae who are iutcrcsled in the oh* 
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ji^cts 'of Iris mission may be prepared to enjoy the 
blessings which he has to bestow. To this Divine 
call the church leturns a grateful answer, exulting in 
the change of her condition, and eagerly anticipating 
the glory which will distinguish her Lord’s appear-* 
ance. The Redeemer coiitirms her hopes by the 
gracious assurance of a permanent establishment and 
an abundant increase. For Zion’s sake will I not 
bold niy pcacci and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not 
rest until the righteousness thereof go forth as bright- 
ness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that 
burneth. And the Gentiles shall see or acknowlege 
thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory* ; and thow 
shalt be called by a neW name, which die mouth of 
the Lord shall fix upon'tfaee*’’ By this new name is' 
to be understood another dispensation^ th(>ugh it is 
observable that even in a literal sense the prediction 
was fulfilled by the communiigation of the Mediator’s 
p^uliar title, as the anointed one* to his church, 
eveiy member of which* is aho directed to be initiated 
by baptism into that communion, in the name of 
the Saviour. Now it is certain, that from the giv-» 
ing of this prophecy to the ascension of our Lord, 
the Jewish state pever abtained any new or honour- 
able distinction ; and it is no less true, that after the 
appropriation of the Christian name to the disciples 
at Antioch, the civil’ and ^clesiastlcal polity, so 
miraculously imparted and wonderfully preserved, fell 
rapidly into decay till the ^judgment of Heaven, 
agreeable to the Divine denunciation, sealed its tloom. 
The holy people, then, to whom the promises belong, 
are those believers who accept the’ ofiered salvation 
and obey the call, to prepare, for the coming of their 
Redeemer. Ttey are here denominated iii their first 
state, the sought out,” or, as the original miglTt be 
more correctly 'reiidered, the -“’ greatly desired;’* 
. which appellative denotes both fervour of tticir 
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own affection, and the free grace by which they are 
called out of darkness into light. 

After all the mighty preparations made hi the law 
and the prophets, the signs of the Messiali’s coining 

f iroduced but a faint impression upon the nation at 
arge ; and when he actually made his appearance in 
the demonstration of the Spirit, and with the visible 
power of Jehovah, bis disciples* were few ,aiHl con* 
temptible in the world's account. And it deserves 
si^riotis consideration, that even tliese persons did not 
enter upon this extraordinary profession with any 
previous qualifications, neither wras their attachirieiit 
to the Divnie Teacher the coniiequeDce of a cautious 
and studied mvestigatiou of bis . pretemiions. They 
were truly ** aouglrt out,'^ and taken from the lowest 
and most unpromising condition, that, as- the iiiKtru* 
ment of this new plantation, it might he manifest to 
the whole world tne work was of God, and not the. 
effect of human skill md contrivance. With this 
view, when our blessed l^d drew near his last and 
most painful trial, be adtaiinistered both comfort and 
caution to his faithful attendants, wlio w ere about to 
go forth,, ckidied with his authority and actiug in liia 
name, for the gathering of tlie church. Ye have 
not chosen me,” said he, but 1 have chosen you 
and ordained }ou, that ye should go and hring furlh 
fruit, and tliat your fruit si}o.uld reinain ^ (hat w liaN 
soever ye shall ask of the Father in iny iiuiue, lie may 
give it you,” John, xv.^lO. Their success vus coiU'^ 
niensiii'aCe with the promise, in tlie faith of which 
they acted ; and the. cbarcb creeled b> their joint 
labours, under the mfluenceof the llol) Spii it. bc« 
came the wonder of Uie .earth, *<^aiid liie gates of hell 
were not able to pievail against it.” 

'Ihat holy citv, whose inbabitants arc called the 
vredeemed of Jehovali, is founded upon the rock of 
everlasting love, and shall contimie to increase in tiu* 
accession of new subjects till the vintage shall b(-‘ 
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full}’ ripe ; ■ when they that have gathered it shall eat 
and praise the Lord ; and they that have brought it 
together shall drink of it in the courts of his holi- 
ness.” But this pledge of security to the church, and 
promise of yet more glorious times in the second ad- 
vent of her Lord, is attended with a note of distinc- 
tion, which requires strict self-examination and’ con- 
stant watchfulness. The persons to whom these 
jirivileges belong are only those who have been' re- 
deemed, yvhich of course implies that they were be- 
fore ill a s(ate of bondage and slavery ; which was 
strictly true of the Gentiles, who were sunk into the 
most wretched abjection of menial darkness and cor- 
ruption. But the same is equally the case with every 
human being; for however much we may bos^t of our 
civilization and superior attainmenls, nature is the 
same with us as in the wildest regions of the earth. 
The mere outward lessons of truth and moral maxims 
of propriety, which we aoqiiire hy living under the 
civil advanti^es that have' flowed from the Gospel^ 
drill not entitle us to the high distinction mentioned 
in the prophecy. There must be an internal work of 
redemption in the rescue of the mind from the do- 
minion of sin, and an entrance hy faith into the 
liberty which belongeth to the sous of God and 
the power of winch enables the weakest believer to 
witness a good confession by overcoming the tempta- 
tions of the world. ^Fhat. external profession, i\\ 
which too many rest as the ground of their hope, is 
avail! and miserable delusion; for while they, like 
the ancient and unbelieving Jews, fancy that a nuitie 
and .communion will procure the Divine approba- 
tion, and that great zeal is a mark of love and siiu e- 
rity, siiflicietit to cover nmny defects, the King of 
Righteousness \vi|l say at the consiinunation of his 
ehiirrh, 1 never knew you ; depart from me, ye that 
work iiikpuly.” Matt, vii, 23. 
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THE MIGHTY Di:LIVEIlKB. 

Isuiaii, Ixiii. is ihis that cometh fmm 

lidoifif with dyed garments from Bozrah i t/ii’* 
that is glorious in his apparely travdiutg in the 
greatness of his strength ‘{ I ilutt ^eak iu righie^ 
ousness, mighty to mv€» 

HTherb is a beautiful gradation .and connexion in the 
prophecies^ the sense of which unhappily becomes ob- 
scure, and is frequeutily lost to die reader, by the arti- 
ficial distribution of the whole, without any regard to 
the order, into chapters and verses. The advantages de- 
rived from this division, howevi^ great they may be, are 
more, than counterbalanced ^by th^e injury done to the 
entire piece in the dislocadbn of its members, and 
tlie confusion necessarily produced by separating those 
parts which can only be understood in their natural 
order. Tiie effect of ibb disunion is particularly 
felt in the opening of the chapter before us, wIieTe 
an uncommonly grand' character makes his appear- 
ance, as it were abruptly, and holding an intercourse 
u ith persons of m hom no account is given in this 
place. But if we tutn1i>a€*k to the preceding pro- 
phecy, we shall find that ceriaiii watchers were ap- 
pointed to look out day and night fur the coiniiig of 
Jehovuh, in allusion .to those oncers of the tciiipie, 
whose duty it was to declare the hours by public 
proclamation, as well’ for the purposes of busimss 
and security as for those of devotion. From the 
going forth of the commission, wbich announces the 
consei'ration of Messiah to his mediatorial dignity, 
there is a regular series of events predicted relative to 
the formation of his church, the qualifieaiiotis of its 
members, and the fate of its enemies. These watch- 
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men, then, oro the chosen witnesses of redemption; 
the personal ohsi rvers of the w oiiders foretold, aiwl 
more e>peeially of tl.ut victory by which man is saved 
from the df sOo}cr, nmd eiiubled to rejoice over death 
and the grave. In the morning wutclt, the persons 
Stationed upon the waits of Zion arc represented as 
struck with the vision of an extraordinary figure, ad- 
vancing with peculiar majesty, by the way of the 
wilderness, from that part of Idumea called lioisrub. 
That these names are mere symbolical appellatives, 
is evident from their etymology, and the application 
of them to, the object here described ; for Etlom 
sigiiities red as blood ami Uozruh denotes a 
vintage."’ in the language of prophecy, the ad- 
versaries of tiiG ciuirch are commonly denominated 
by the names of those nations which were the most 
inveterate opponents of ancient Israel, among whom 
the principal were tlio Iduinean^, Eg)ptians, and 
Jiabylonians. Some expositors, losing sight of alt 
ihat is sublime ami spiritual in the Sacred Oracles, 
have ntVecU’d to discover in the description of tlus 
Divine cuiiquer<ir, Judas Maccabstnis, whose cha« 
racter, great as it was, never warranted the lofty 
port and high attributes which are assumed by the 
mysterious {KTSoiiage, who alone encounters and 
defeats the formidable pow’er combined against his 
people, besides, the laud properly called Idumea 
Jiad changed its inhabitants long before the time of 
that eiuiueiit captain, by the incursion of the Na- 
batbeaiis, who completely expelled the Edomites, 
and forced them to settle in the southern parts of 
Judea. But independently of this consideration, and 
the peculiar inuiiiier in w hich the warrior speaks of 
liis utebievements, there are other circumstances from 
whence we must infer that somewhat more than a 
hum^n contUct is here intended* The mighty person 
who astonishes the watchers by his sudden appearance, 
blood-stained garments, and diguilied deportment^ 
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ex(>ressly avows that he stood alone iii the combat, 
and that no being whatever shared with him eitiicr 
ill the toil or the victory. He also declares that the 
tremendous contest in which be had been engaged 
was for the bcOetit of others, and not any personal 
concern of his own; that wdien he {lerccived their 
case to be hopeless, because no one interposed on 
their behalf, his zeal prompted him to undertake the 
cause of the afflicted. In reply to the first inquiry of 
those who hail his approach, he announces righteous- 
ness as the matter of his communication, and salva- 
tion as the blessing which he has to bestew\ By the 
former is to be understood something very diflFerent 
ironi what is implied in the ordinary translation, 
whicli conveys haidly any higher sense than that of 
one who speaks witli truth, w^hereas the original 
means literally the making righteousness public where 
it was before unknown. Tliis righteousness h re- 
vealed as that whifli the Mighty One hath accoro- 
plisiied or procured by his labours, for the salvation 
of his redeemed iu the determined year, or appointed 
season of their visitation. The period here men- 
tioned corresponds exactly w'i^ that described in the 
oominission of the ^lessiah, as the acceptable year 
of the Ixird and this of course sliow s the true 
character of the speaker in this place, the nature of 
his conquest, and the objects of his kindness. The 
anointed of Jehovah is the Mighty Stkvioiir, the 
announcer of righteunsness, who conies up from the 
mystical Idumea, and from the very ceulral seat of 
its tyrannical doiiifiation, over which he has ob- 
tained a complete triumph, and the marks of which 
appear upon ail bis vestune. In the original pro- 
ciamatioB, stating the purposes of his mission, it is 
declared that he will open the doors of the dungeon 
and set the captives free ; which display of benevo- 
lence towards the miserable, is accompanied with the 
denunciation of vengeance against their oppressors. 
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The redemption of these captives is in the nature of 
a voluntary sacrifice on the part of their gracious 
Deliverer, who endures for them the judj^ment due to 
the offence which bi ought them uiidei condemnation. 
Having so humbled himself, he descends into the 
region of darkness, from whence he conics up as the 
inorning light, and is discclriicd with amazement by 
the watchmen of Zion, who express their mutual 
surprize at such an unusual spectacle appearing in 
Ibe quarter of death. 

While the chosen witnesses were struggling with 
fear and hope, timiditv and admiration, the unknow n 
traveller cheered their spirits by the avowal of his 
name and dignity ; 1 that publish righteousness, 

mighty to sa\e.” It seems that they were still waver- 
ing w ith doubt, and could scarcely yield to the evi- 
dence of their senses ; but would fain be made mi- 
mitely acquainted w'ith the reason of his ensanguined 
ap|iearunce, which he condescends to explain at 
length, and in language* of uncommoh sublimity, 
declaring that he tiad trodden the winepress 
alone;’’ vihicli figure of a vintage denotes both the 
enduring of judgment and the infliction of vengeance. 
Hie flighty Saviour has done both ; for as be bore 
the iiHligiiulion of Divine justice against sin, and suf- 
fered inconceivable agony of soul in the garden and 
upon the cross; so when this trial was finished, he 
entered upon another scene of action in the dominion 
of the enemy, whose power he crushed and whose 
legions he defeated. I laving thus opened the dun- 
geon, and brought life and iui||pii;tahty to light, he 
became the first fiuits of them that slept, and said to 
his wondering disciples, ** Handle me and see ; for 
a spirit iiath not flesli and bones as ye see me have.*’ 
Luke, xxiv. 39. Thus did the warrior gQ forth 
alone to the field of battle, and come . up again 
covered with the trophies of victory ; by which he 
ojiened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 



^30 THE NEW CREATION. 

But perfect as this victory is on th^ part of tlie 
Saviour, in his conflict with the powers of darkness ; 
yet tlie v;arfare of \m redeemed church must go on 
upon earth, till the wlioie shall be completed in the 
subjugation of the nations to the dominion of the 
righteous King. Having triumpbed*ovcr death and 
hell, this Mighty One,* clotli^ with a vesture 
clipped ill blood, and whose name is the Word of 
Goi>,’* placed himself at the head of .the select com- 
pany whom he bad chosen, and who, as hU mouth, 
preaclied that doctrine which they had received from 
him, with the demonstration of the Spirit and the 
power of God. That small and persecuted band 
soon grew up into a countless host, before whom 
neither the sobtilty of science nor the violence of 
superstition could oppose an effectual resistance ; for 
though weak in ttemselves, and untaught in the 
schools of human wisdom, they faad'A Divine teacher 
and leader, who hath cm bis vesture, and on his 
thigh, a ndme written, King pF Kings, and I4ORN 
OF jJoRDS.” Rev. xix. 1(5. 


Jt LY THE TWENTY- EIGIITIJ. 

THE NEW CREATION. 

Isaiah, Ixv. .—Behold^ I create new heavens 
and a new earth : and the father shall not be 
remembered, nor come into mind* 

HThe mystery of grace whictv forms the prevailing 
subject of the Scriptures, and particularly* of the 
prophecies, is uniformly d^ribed as the renovation 
of the world, in the destruction of evil, aiid the re- 
moval of ail obstacles iliat lie HI the w^ of perfec- 
tion; in short, as lieing the recovery what was 
lost, and the ioiprovemeut of human nature, by the 
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restoration of original rigliteousnoss. Every promise 
containi.d in these oracles teinls to remind us oftho pri- 
iiic\ ill stutCy when man lived in uinity with his Maker, 
and when all the creatures were peaceably subject 
to Ins dominion. Divine revelation imparts so much 
of our original history as to make us sensible that the 
change has been more than the simple degradation 
fri/in the slalion of superior intelligence ; and tliat to 
some sat! defection must he ascribed all the errors 
that prevail and the mi' 4 ‘Tics of whicii we complain. 
With this revolution in the faculties of inarr, the 
constitution of the niatt riai system suft’ored a pro- 
porlioiiate altiMation, and iiaturnl evil kept an etpial 
purr, at least, uilii rnoiul. So long as the earth 
siiall- produce noisome werds and poisomms plants,, 
the animal tribes maintain a hostih; i haracUa', and the 
elements prove the moat terrible souicos of destruc- 
tion, «o Tong shall we have ptrceptiblc e\i(lenc« 
that our place of altodc has eillna* undiagone sf)tne 
great iimlulioii, or'that it has not arrived at the state 
intendeii by its Atithor. preponderance of cala- 

mity, and the 'pievalciice of inicpiity, nuisl therefore' 
ever b<*. an insuperable ditticulty in the way of the- 
sc< j)tic, who has to account for the miseries which 
Li( beholds, on the ground of iiiimediatd utility and 
liilure adNuntage. He must reconcile tIn.Mi clisct/rd- 
uncies with the idea of absolulc p' lfeetioii in the 
ihetnal Mimi, or i Ise ho will ha\c. no other refuge 
fiom the pi'iplcxitic.s they induce than gloomy 
scepticism, which ends in the honor of atheism. 
Happily for On-* believer in revealed truth, he is not 
ilbandoiicd to The maze of conjectmo, in a uiattor 
which affects his present conifoils no less tinin his 
ftituro happiness, lie knows that die entire creution, 
ns it came from the Divine iXuthor, was not only 
good, but that it would so luive continued if man 
had faithful ly^ preserved his trust, insli'ud of mailing 
his iiihcritaiicc. But the same \caeiublo records 
\or. 11. . i> 
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.fwhich explain the cause whence all these disorders 
primarily spring, do also communicate the informa- 
tion, that a new state of things shall arise in the reign 
Him who was foretold wlien the oft’ence came, 
xhe same propliecies which describe the victory of 
the Redeemer over tlie enemy of man, represent all 
nature as smiling and becoming fruitful under the 
Messiah’s government. While the ferocity (»f the 
savage is subdued by kindness, and the rudeness of 
the barbarian is converted into polished manners, 
the atmospbeic becomes salubrious, and the earth 
repays with constant fertility the labours of the cul- 
tivator. Rivers are made to flow in the sandy desert, 
and the once arid waste is covered with a luxuriant 
vegetation ; trees of the greatest usefulness and 
beauty arc planted and flourish in the wilderness ; the 
desolate land looks like^ the garden of Kden ; and by 
a very expressive figure it is said, that the earth 
hears the corn, and the wine, and the oil.” Hos. ii, 
22. Now% admitting that this rich description is 
to be understood principally of some great moral ith- 
provemenl among men, yet the frequent use of the 
same imagery, and llie direct allusions made to tlie 
paradisaical slate, when all the creatures were har- 
monious because man was iiuipcent, plainly shows 
that the whole has a literal as well as a spirittiul sense. 
But the one is* in fact a consequence of the other : 
for as tlie lapse of the first man occasioned a visible 
and general depravation throughout the various 
orders of lerrestiial beings, and even in the frame of 
the globe itself; so the blessing of redeinption brings 
w ith it the means of con ecthig lliose disorders which 
have for ages prevailed in the world, and never could 
be eradicated by the efl'orts of legislators or the wis- 
dom of philosophers. This is no hypothetical as- 
sumption ; for evidences as innumerable as the stars of 
heaven prove beyond all question, that the light of 
tile Gospel, like that of the first day, is an active 
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principle, which,' by giving life to the moral system, 
restores the dignity of man, and directs all his pur- 
suits to the universal good. What thp prophets 
foretold as the eftects of the Saviour’s reign, however 
highly wrought up in the style of eastern eloi|ucnce, 
is no hyperbolical representation, when we consider 
the iiiagiiitude of the subject, and the wonderful ex- 
actiK^ss w'ith which thtt pFedictioiis have been fulfillc^d. 
Wherever the knowlege of Christ has come with 
pow'er, and the glad tidings of his salvation have beea 
received w ith joy, it is not sutHcietU to say, that the 
dispositions of the believers have undergone a favour-^ 
able change, but the very character of society has 
taken an impression from the blessing. The progress 
of the Gospel has proved the sure but gradual 
amelioration of mankind in every country ; for it has 
united them by a common principle, and regulated 
their connexions by a universal rule. Nor is il too 
much to say, that even tlie very coustitutioii of ilio 
natural world has been essentially improved by this 
inestimable gift ; for those w andering hordes who 
had uo other occupation than war, and who ackuow'- 
leged no law but their appetite, have entered the 
bo.soiii of humanity ; and the regions which llic3f 
rendered a terror, have in consequence become tlu^ 
seats of learning, arts, and commerce. Populous 
cities have risen where impassable thickets afforde-J 
only a shelter to the ■ lurking serpent and beasts of 
prey; W'hile around extensive fields, with virievardi 
and plantations of various kinds, flourish for the 
advantage of men in dift'erent ord( rs and stations of 
life. Agriculture is not one of the least of those 
useful einploynients which have followed, willi the 
most salutary elFect, the cheering intiuence of this 
divine and benevolent system. By bringing lAen to 
the know lege of their Maker, they are made sensible 
of their mutual interests and obligations, which, at 
the same time that it stimulates to iudividaul cxer- 
1 * 
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tions, begets also trust and confidence in each other. 
It would be easy to sliow that the present highly cul- 
tivated state of the world in the ui bunity of manners, 
the improvement of science, and the spirit of in- 
dustry, has follow ed the slow, but majestic' march of 
the Christian profession ; and this might be further 
strengthened by the remarkable fact, that in propor- 
tion us any country hath departed from the purity of 
tliis faith, in principle and in practice, so in like 
manner hath it invariably suffered a degradation in 
the scale of ci\ilized chai*acter. Of this we have a 
striking instance in the servile condition of those 
people to whom the Christian doctrine- was first 
imparted; but who by their corruptions forfeited 
that sacred deposit, and with the light of the Gospel 
lost also that of human science. The land which 
tljey inhabit, though possessing every natural ad- 
vantage, seems to have shared* the judgment, and is 
become literally, from a fruitful field, a lamentable 
desert. Hut even this made a part of the Divinfe 
pre<lictions, and on the same authority we expect 
another change : for as the kingdoms of this w orld 
must ail ill their course become the kingdoms of our 
Lord so when that coiisuininafioii takes place, 
‘‘shall the tabei'nacle of God be with men, and 
he wilt dwell with them ; and they shall be his 
people, and God himself sliall be with tliem and be 
ibelr God. And God shall w ipa away ail tears from 
their. e}es: and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow' nor crying ; neither sliall there be any 
more pain ; for the former things are passed away. 
And He tliat shteth upon the throne will say, lie- 
hold, 1 make all things new. 1 am Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end.*' Rev. xxi. 3 — 0. 
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JULY THE TWENTY-NINTH. 

CONSUMMATION OF THE CHURCH. 

Isaiah, Ixvi. 24 . — the:/ shrif/ go forth and look 
upon the carrasen of' the men that have trans^ 
gres.'icd against me : for their ivortn. nfiall not die, 
neither shall their jire be qaemhed; and the/ 
aha! I be an abhorring anto alljiesh. 

7*1X18 chapter has ft necessary connexion with the 
preceding, and illastrates .the new creation tlicre 
described, by indicating the time when it shall begin, 
and the revolutions with which it shall be introduced. 
The excision of the Jews forms die principal subject, 
and a very lively .pictike is here drawn of their 
hypocrisy and supe^ition, which corresponds exactly 
with the character pjT. t^se people, at the period 
when with affected zeal. tl^y brought sacrifices to the 
altar of God, and yet slew the anointed One whom 
he sent. For rejecting him they are threatened w ith 
tlie loss of Iheir polity and their utter extinction as a 
nation ; w Idle to the faithful, few w ho believe the 
.Divine word, and on that account are perseAited by 
their unrighteous brethren, the promise is given that 
** Jehovah will appear with glory, to their joy, and 
the confusion ot his adversaries.” i\iid what the 
prophet foretold was truly accomplished ; for in pro- 
poitioii as the Gospel spread among the Gentiles, 
by the preaching of those men who had been cast 
out of the Jewish communion, so rapidly did that 
slate itself decline ; and the temple, w hicli w as the 
object of their pride, w'us razed to the very founda- 
tions. The rniiiisters of vengeance came against this 
apostate nation a whirlwind, and literally accom- 
plished its destruction with fire and sword. But 
while all the calamities here foretold fell in quick 
aud terrible succession upon Jerusuieui, the chosen 
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messengers of Jehovah made his fame and glor^ 
known among the heathen, \\ho on their conversion 
became the ready .iiistriimeiils in proclaiming the 
truth which they had embraced to other parts of 
the earth. Thus the light which went out of Zion 
extended over various legions, and being coinnuini- 
cated from one people to another, never failed to 
effect a powerful change in their moral character 
and external condition. All the valuable arts, and 
every liberal endowment, have •flourished according 
to ilie iiitkiencc of the Gosptd upon the minds of 
men : and even those communities which retain their 
ancient prejudices most tenaciously, have been bene- 
fited in no inconsiderable degree by their intercourse 
w ith the professors of the ChrisUtm faith* Civiliza- 
tion liaviiig made its waj^ in mam wild regions by the 
force of their labours and the effect of their example, 
has softened the rigour of superstition, and produced 
that spirit of inquiry M'hich lends gradually to make 
men religious and industrious. Even the Jew him-* 
self has been preserved by. virtue of his connexion 
with those who ackuowlege him as their elder 
brother*; and this is among the many ^striking evi- 
cl( ncvs of^ the truth of prophecy and of the Gospel ; 
both* concui ring in this, that the restoration of Israel 
sjliall follow the conversion of the Gentiles. Ihis 
remnant of God s ancient family has indeed .suffered 
bitterly from those who iniagiued tiny were doing 
honour to the cross, by acting in direct opposition 
to His conduct and precepts who suffered upon it. 
But when the doelriiie of Christ revived, and the. 
spirit of liberty arose with it, the seed of Jacob par- 
took of the blessing ; and in every country where the 
Gospel is professed in its purity, their temporal 
comfort has increased and their mental character been 
improved.. Jn‘ all tliks wr may cleaily p(.'rceive that 
gracious Providence, >\hich, agreeable to the .sacred 
.predictions, keeps tills reniUrkublc people insulated in 
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tilt gre at mass of society, to be the monuments of 
Iriitli and Uie vessels of reserved mercy. "I htir wliolc 
history and pt^culiar appearance, whether viewed as 
ciidiii ing the lircs of persecution, or enjoying ihc gentle 
and liberal intercourse of toleration, is a full conlirina- 
lion of the prophetic decree, As the new heavens 
and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain 
before me, saith Jeliovali, so shall your seed 'and 
your name remain.” Thus it appears that the renova- 
tion of nature is the establishment of a new religious 
sxslein, which, by exalting man, corrects tlie evils 
that* surround him, and imparts even a salutary 
iiilhiencc to its inveterate enemies. VVlien tliis Di- 
vine prcK*es8 shall havTi arrived at the secret, but 
fixed period, accorc^ng to the counsels of Heaven, the 
means of conversion will be so nbvindunt and success- 
ful as to overcome all oppositipn; and ** there shall 
be one fold and one shepherd/’ John, x, l6. That 
glorious event will, however, be preceded by great 
changes and tremendous convulsions ; for though the 
call of ih'e Jews will assuredly crovvn the triumph of 
the ^Messiah at bis second advent, that resplendent 
period will not ai^e till his avow'ed eucmios have 
been subdued. E' ry anticKristiaii confederacy must 
be defeated, and all corruptions purged away, before 
the Ked('einer*s kingdom is settled upon earth. W ar 
and persecution shall try the faith and patience of 
the saints ; but while they w'<itcli witli diligence, and 
submit with pious resignation to the leadings of 
Providence, the proud and sensual, the fearful and 
unbelieving, will disregard the signs of the times, • 
and set theniseivcs furiously in opposition to the 
progress of truth. Such are the characteristic fea- 
tures of the latter days, drawn by tlie spirit of pro- 
phecy, which subjoins likewise for our instruction, 
that these appearances will be accompanied by an 
extensive diftusion of knowlegu and an eager desire of 
iuforuiutioii. But amidst ail the portentous lights 
J? *4 
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nUiicl) blaze in the heavens above, and the revolu- 
tions continually occurring upon the earth beneath, so 
prone will men be to pretcr human before divine 
science, that in the snpeniboiinding prevalence of 
iniquity, the love of many shall wax cold.” Matt, 
xxiv. 1'2. 'ihus between the first and second 
a lvcnt of Chiist tliero will be a lemaikable similarity; 
for as .the Jewisii nation continued stupid and 
malevolent, notwithstanding the wonders which he 
wrought ^nid the doctrines which he pleached; so 
the mere noinflrial Christians, who have made the 
loudest declarations Df religious zeal, will be the 
most indifierent to his cause and adverse to the 
increase of his kingdom,. warnings which shall 
awaken those who have long been proverbially dead, 
will have no other efifect iipoti'tfie carnally minded 
professors of the Gospel, thaii..tO stir them up against 
new converts and sincere. disciples* But the work of 
grace iiaist receive its completion in the gathering of 
the people to Mount Zion, whence they sliall behold 
their adiersaries cast out as in tlie valley of Hinnoni, 
where iheir worm shall not die, neither shall their 
fire be quenched.” 


JULY THE . Timm UTIl. 

THE DANGER OF ERROR. 

Jcreiidali, vi. ifi. — Thus saifh the Lord, Standee 
hi the ^'fiys and see, and ask for the old paths, 
K'ftere is the good teny, and uafk therein, and ye 
shall fnd rest for your souls, Bui they said. He 
will nut walk therein, 

The inspired author of this book W'as of sacerdotal 
origin, and, like the Baptist, he had the ernineiit 
distinction of being ordained to his exalted office in 
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die womb, lie began to receive the Divine com- 
municatioiis at a very early age, and continued to 
Main Ills countrymen of the dangers attending their 
infidelity above forty years. Having dlscliargcd his 
arduous trust Mith strict faithfulness, in different 
reigns and the most unfavourable circumstances, he 
was suffered to remain in Judea, after its conquest 
by the Chaldteans ; but when Johaiiaii, with the 
remnant of the Jewish tbrces, retired into Egypt, he 
compelled the prophet and his disciple, or ania- 
luiensis, to accompany them. According to very 
respectable tradition, Jeremiah closed his honourable, 
but painful, labours in that country, by laying down 
his life for the truth ; being, as some say, stoned to 
death by the idolaters, whose folly he reproved ; or 
raj,her, as otliers relate with more probability, by the 
hands of his unbelieving brethren, whose hearts be- 
came hardened in their misfortune ; and instead of 
venerating him by Mhom it had been foretold, they 
pertecuted,. and at last murdered him for his fidelity. 
So lunch of tlie prophet s personal history is inter- 
woven in his writings, as to show his own character 
in the clearest light, while at the same time it iU 
lustrales that of the age in which he lived. 

'I'his collection of record and prediction exhibits a 
dreadful picture of national corruption and insensi- 
bility, opjxised with increasing force and malignity 
to repealed calU’ of mercy and threatenings of judg- 
ment. It may seem unaccountable to some, that a 
people favoiiixid with so many special monitions tVoiu 
ileiuren, and who had besides experienced such signal 
instances of prophetic verity, shoujd fall into de- 
lusions, the fallacy of which was obvious, and per- 
severe in practices which were equally riciieulous and 
abominable. But the cause of all fills folly and 
M'icktdncss is perfectly clear in the Divine remon- 
strance, which may he coii.dileretl as a siiniinary of 
the coniiiiunicatioiis made by the Ainiigiity to the 
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Jews, and in llie reply, \vhlch is an exact represenfa-^ 
tion of their disposition and conduct. sailh 

the Lord,' Stand y<?in the ways and see, and ask for 
the old paths, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest 
for your souls. But they said. We will not walk 
therein.” The depravity of their principles, then, 
was no more than the common effect of apostasy, 
and the judgments impending over them for their 
jm piety were the natural conseqnenocs of a vicious 
choice. All this agrees with a former .expostulation, 
where the infaJ nation of this favoured family is ren- 
dered odious, by being contrasted with the different 
behaviour of the nations whom they affected to 
imitate. Pass over to the isles of Chittim, and 
see ; and send nnlo Kedar, and consider diligently, 
and see if there- be sucli a thing. Hath a nation 
chan:;*ed their gods, which are yet no gods? biit'mj 
people have changed their glory for that which doth 
not profit. Be astonished, O ye heavens, at thw, 
and be horribly afraid, be ye very desolate, saith the 
Lord. For my people have committed .two evils; 
they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, 
and hew'cd them out cisterits, broken cisterns, tliat 
can hold no w'ater.” Ch. ii. JO— 15. It certainly 
does appear extraordinary that the GenliUs, whose 
worship was contrary to rt'Hson, and whose faith 
could not stand inquiry, should yet adhere inflexibly 
to their’ superstitious luitipiis and uAges ; while the 
Israelite, with the Sacred Voriiime in his hand, and 
indubitable evidences of its Divine origin before liim, 
w'-as ever ready to abandon the truth for the wildest 
ahMirdit'cs md eiistonis revolting to humanity. But 
the fact, dm k and melancholy as It may be, is a corrobo- 
rative pro< >f of the declaration so forcibly stated in these 
oracles, that man is “ born like the wild ass,” prone 
by nature to follow his passions and to n*sist the 
controiil of discipliiie ; to abuse the gifts of Heaven, 
rather tiiaii to profit by them ki the improvement of 
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his reason. He yields readily to vice and folly, but 
recovers slowly to virtue and the proper ej^ercise of 
his judgment. The apostasy of the chosen family, 
therefore, instead of weakening the authority of re- 
velation, may Justly be adduced in siippoit of its 
origin and excellence. If this code had relaxed tlie 
rule of morality, and given a latitude to sensual in- 
dulgence, the people would not have renounced the 
faith of their ancestors for a mythology which was 
unintelligible. But as truth dcmuiuls diligence, and 
inquity, so it is the pr|^peity of error, in religious 
matters, to weaken the piiiid, by drawing it off from 
the study of first principles and the practice of ne- 
cessary duties. Tlio substitutes Avhich it offers for 
what is divine and immortal, are those things which 
flatter vanity and encourage indolence, gratify present 
desire, and remove the fear of futuiity. All these 
accommodations to the evil propensities of man, 
were spread abundantly in the superstitions of the 
Gentile world ; and hence the descendants of .lacob 
were so uneasy under the restraints of an opposite 
system, which required the entire submission of the 
human will to the law 'of God, the preparation of the 
heart for a spiritual service, and the sacritice of per- 
sonal convenience to the general good. But tln^y 
did not foi'sakc their religious system altogether ; for, 
like most men who love sin and have some cfiead of 
its consequences, they endeavoured to reconcile dis- 
cordancies, and to mingle the follies of the heathen 
with their own ritual. By degrees even these scruples 
gave way, and .they fell into the grossest coiniptions, 
wilhoiit feeling any remorse. In the course of this 
delusion they w^ere culled repeatedly, b> the ininisters 
of truth, to stand still and consider their ways 
to ask for the old paths in which their fathers ex- 
perienced tlie blessing of Jehovah, who promised, 
that, if they returned to him in the same direction, 
they should find rcs4 in their souls. Thus we percei\e 

fG 
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that this nation was treated as made up of intelligent 
and accountable beings, who were masters of their 
own thoughts and responsible for their choice. The 
JVIniight}^ doesmot demand a blind and implicit faitli, 
but an impartial examination and comparison of their 
present state and former condition. They are indeed 
informed, that the only means of obtaining * the 
.Divine favour is by retracing tlicir steps and return- 
ing to the doctrine and worship of their fathers ; but 
at the same time they are told that this must be done- 
with willing minds, in a .spirit of free inquiry and 
sincere repentance. Tlii» is indeed the only sure 
method of correcting error ; and though it implies 
labour and mortification, in the renunciation of old 
habits and improper connexions, it is that which 
jrifallibly leads to security and happiness. But too - 
many, like the Jews, become so wedded to their 
sinful customs ^nd vain imaginations, that they resist 
lli€‘ conviction of truth, with all its evidences, re- 
plying by their aciiotis to every warning of Providence 
and monition sent to them from. above, VVe will 
not walk in thy ways." From this instance we are 
taught to be caut^)iis of attending to novelties in 
matters which may in the remotest degree aflPect the 
primary ai tides of our creed; and therefore, to avf)id 
being entangled in the pollutions of the world, which 
are the certain consequences of* evil principles, we 
should carefully guard the avenues of oiir^iinds from 
every deception that has a tendency to lessen our 
attachment to the tried foundations of religion, 
holding faith, and a good conscience; which some 
having put away, concerning faith have made ship- 
wreck." 1 Tim. i. jy. 
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JULY THE THIRTY-FIRST. 

THE RESTORATION OF ISRAEL. 

Jeremiah, xvi. 17. — Beholdy I will send for 

many Jishers^ saith the Lord, and they sha/l 'Jish 
them ; and after will I send for many huriters, 
' and they shall hunt them from every mountain, 
and from every hill, and out of the holes of the 
rocks. For mine eyes are upon all their ways. 

Prophecy is a ccmtinual and growing evidence of 
religious truth, and one that will ever be of universal 
interest, though to appearance it may often seem to 
be of momentary concern, and of a mere local ap- 
plication.' Even those predictions which have been 
obviously verified in ages long since passed away, 
and by the instrumentality of nations now nO more, 
still afford abundant matter of comfort to the 
believer, and instruction in righteousness, both to 
individuals and public communities. Here vve dis- 
cern the course of God’s dealings with mankind, in 
the due apportioning of his visitations to their deserv- 
ings, while at the same time mercy is mingled w ith 
judgment, and the chastisements ' inflicted upon one 
generation are so administered as to prove an in- 
estimable blessing to another. ’Ibus the punishment 
of the chosen people, who were scattered abroad in 
various countries, though it was a heavy calamity to 
thrm, became the means of spreading tlie know lege 
of their remarkable history, and particularly of the 
oracles which conveyed llirougli them the promise of 
nniversal redemption. Tlie saine prophecies which 
foretold the dispersion of the tribes, by assigning tlio 
causes of it, taught this lesson of practical import and 
of general utility, that national crimes arc productive 
of those evils, which in their very imtiire bring on 
tlie decline of one state and the rise of others. Much 
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as the Scriptures had been neglected and abused by 
those to whom they were specially imparled, the fulfill- 
iiieiit of what was denounced in these writings, could 
hardly fail to impress the minds of many with awful 
admiration, il' not with deep compunction and sincere 
repentance. W hen, ihertdore, the Hebrews became 
planted among the Chald‘<eans, w ho' w'ere noted for 
their scientihe attainments and inquisithe disposition, 
the extraordinary records possessed by the captives, 
and the wondei ful matters di liveriHi in them, must 
unavoidably have excited the attention ^nd curiosity 
of the wise men. On comparing the declarations 
contained in the prophetical books with the events 
which iiad befallen the 'persons to whom they be- 
longed, these enlightened observers must have been 
forcibly struck by the exact accomplishment of what 
was threatened ; and this of course would induce.au 
eager inqiiir} concerning the great mysteries that| 
accoiding to the same inspired writings, were yet to 
be levtaled. The house of Israel and die house of 
Judah are said to have been sown in other lands ; 
which ligiii alive expression not only denotes their 
prtseVvation, but fruitfulness also, for tlie benefit of 
themselves and the people among whom tliey dwelt. 
No^', though this iiiight be true, in no small degree, 
of the generations who were carried into captivity by 
the powerful invaders of Palestine, yet the prophetic 
description certainly extends to the latter days, and 
to the muliiul advantages resulting from the settle- 
ment of the Jew's among tlie Gentiles, after the 
destruction of Jenisaiem by the Uomans. Tllie 
miraculous continuance of tlie seed of Jacob in all 
parts of the earth, and under the most depressing 
circumstances, plainly indicates some specific and 
remote design in the purposes of Providence, even if 
we had not the positive assurance of revelation for 
that belief. But the recovery of these people is as 
explicitly staled as ilieir general dispersion aud long 
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captivity; and- Jeremiah declares that they shall be 
gathered in different ways, and at two distant periods 
of time. The objects restored by the first dis- 
pensation are represented as discovered and col- 
lected by fishers, which may probably mean some 
maritime states; but, according to the symbolical 
language of prophecy, is rather to be understood of 
a great conversion effected by the faithful diligence 
of persons whose hearts shall be powerfully inclined 
to this good work, and whose labours will be 
crowned with an abundant success. VVlieii this divi- 
sion of the ancient inheritance ‘shall be brought 
home to their God and King, the other branches, 
who have been more widely separated, will begin to 
be collected, but with considerai>le ditlicuity and by 
slow degrees, on account of tlieir altered appearance, 
the change of inarinerH, and tlie obs* urity of their 
retreat. The description which, the prophet gives of 
these people agrees with surpiisiiig minuteness to the 
state of the scattered Israelites, properly so called, 
who are indeei] under the watchful giiidunce of the' 
Almighty-, but arc unknown to the rest of the world, 
and even to their own brethren. Recently, indeed, 
some extraordinary discoveries have been made in the 
heart of China, and on the coast of Malabar, which, 
by bringing us acquainted with part of the dispersed 
tribes, may in time lead to the kiiow'lege of the rest. 
Thus it is evident that, as the eyes of the Lord 
have ever b^en upon the posterity of Jacob ;” to 
preserve them in the mountains, and the hills, 
and the holes of the rocks,” to which providential 
.wisdom originally carried them for their iniquities; so 
shall Divine grace, in the time appointed, bung their 
descendants fortli from thence w'ith pow'er and great 
glory, that they may inherit the land of their 
fathers.” For the consummation of this happy union 
and establishment, the believer w'ill not only be 
anxious to prepare bU own mind, but to conlributa 



»32 


THE RIGHTEOUS BRANGTT. 


by Ills endeavours and his prayers, saying constantly 
ill the language of the church, Have mercy upon 
all Jews, Tuiks, Inhdels, and Heretics, and lake 
from them all ignorance, hardness of heart, and con-- 
tempt of thy M^ ord : and so fetch them home, blessed 
Lord, to thy flock, that they may be saved among 
the remnant of true Israelites, and be made one fold 
under one shepherd, Jesus Christ our Lord.” 


AUGUST THE FIRST. 

THE RIGHTEOUS BRANCH. 

Jeremiah, xxiii. fi. — hi his days Judah shall he 
saved aud Israel shall drcell safely; and this is 
his name^ tcliereby he shall be called^ The Lord 
our liighteousness. 

That the Old Testament is in general so little 
undci stood, arises frogi the want of considering it in 
connexion with the New, and the neglecting to study 
it by the light of evangelical ilhistiation. Many 
prophecies must appear very mysterious and unintel- 
ligible to those who have slight notions of the great 
scheme of redemption, which forms the entire sub- 
ject of the Gosped ; and this dispensation again can- 
not be fully comprehended w ithout a know lege* of 
all the steps by which it was introduced, '^riiougli 
the promise of a Saviour was given iinniediately 
after the fall of man, several ages elapsed before it 
was renew'ed, and confirmed in the covenant made 
with Abraham. The patriarchal dispensation sub- 
sisted in a wandering and insulated state many years, 
to which succeeded a long time, of trial in I'^gypt, 
where the chosen [leople were, to human appe<irancc, 
in danger of losing their faith and hopes in the exjliiic- 
iioii (^f their liberties. But when they were reduced 
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to the most abject condition^ Divine goodness inter- 
posed for their deliverance^ and brought them out of 
the house of bondage with a mighty hand. Even 
after this miraculous display of mercy and judgment, 
it was deemed necessary, for wise and benevolent 
pur] *)scs, to make the emancipated nation lead a 
migratory life in the wilderness, where all their 
history was a continued scene of wonders, typical of 
some secret design in the^councils of tleaven for the 
benefit of the human race. To the same great object 
must be referred the establishment in Canaan, and 
the various circumstances which followed that con- 
quest, till the separation of the kingdoms in the 
excision of Israel and the temporary recovery of 
Judah. l"he chain of prophecy very much resembles 
that contained in the history, and for the same 
reason, because what the one represented the other 
predicted; and though both lead to a universal 
blessing, yet much of the intermediate narrative and 
description is necessarily of a local nature and partial 
application. The civil and religious institution of 
the Hebrews was the settled channel of conveyance, 
by which the long-^expected benefit was to come, 
and therefore all the circumstances attending this 
remarkable nation are of importance^ as having a 
bearing to His advent, in whom all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed. We should regard the pro- 
phetic writings in the same view, and then, however 
obscure or of particular concern some passages may 
seem, it will be found that they have an incidental 
relation to the mystery' of grace, either with respect 
to tlie first or the second coming of the Messiah! 
1.1118 two-fold appearance of the same Divine Person 
is so expressly and repeatedly foretold in the Sacred 
Oracles, that no more doubt can be entertained of 
his gioiious ihaiiifestation for the perfection of the 
church, than of his incarnation and passion for her 
redemption. Whatever difficulty, then, may occur 
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ill the prophetic liooks, on the subject of his personal 
dignity and the splendour of liis reign ; the rcsloi a- 
tioii of Isiael and the wide extent of his doniinion, in 
the call of the Gentiles, will be cleared up when we 
refer the predictions which affirm these events to the 
consummation of the Kedeeincr's kingdom, in. tead 
of its coniinenccinent. keeping this distmetion in 
mind, wc shall be cn to comprehend liie eco- 

nomy of revelation; and mn* bddi, w.l 'vgard to 
what is hidden, will I*' s .. .un.ii Ir t i»g 

upon what has already taKei» '-e*' . .nc el the 
prophets describe the Mes.-i.i!: . .• - * ;jjM a?- 

ance in a poor and low stai a ejected 

issuing fioin the stem of a Wilhered liet*; wiiilc 
others represent him as the tlouiishing branc\\ ^ T 
royal hoiise^ equally distinguished l y helinus po\ ,, 
and permanence. Isaiah, hi hi<^ ac curate pai'iti.ig cf 
this wonderful Per^n , .eu I « foi -« oi a!i ihf. 
particulars of his afthe* »*• -ir. evvi:: . f ufUr- 
ings for human traiisg'«“ts;v).», ' ‘ . > |u- 

ing the same ‘’^u»e ot xt aoit ’ • hir 

as the true vine, under >»ho>.- ‘ .. ** .Mididi 'ifhu!l 

be saved and Israel shaii flwt .. . ! \ 1 hi. toniur 

great prophet sa\s, that the '.r<!<in)<r, .^o inuacu- 
loiisly to be born, shall be called “ Immanuel, or 
God w ith us and the latter doelari s that the name 
of the Prince who completes tlie glory of J)avid’8 
line, is “ Jehovah our Righteousness/' Roth these 
appellatives have in fact the same signification, and 
denote that* the illustrious Person to whom tliuy 
belong will be acknowdeged, or confessed, to be the 
Divinity in liuman nature, undergoing this voluntary 
humiliation for the recovery of man, and the restor- 
ation of that righteousness which wa.s lost b} ‘the fall. 
But if the word be taken in its strict meaning of 
justice., then also will the application of it^to the 
Messiah be most suitable, since in our Dulure he 
bore all that was due to our ofiences, and by virtue 
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of hils perfect sacrifice he brought in eternal redemp- 
tion for us. Hciicc he is called the Tree of Life, 
because through faith and repentance sinners have 
now free access the throne of grace, and are so 
renewed by the po\uT of his spirit as to be denomi-. 
naterl the childrJMi <>1 ^iod. Tije reign of this righte- 
ous King, tlnnivij be^-an i;*. ^ MOiin.^lancrs very dis- 
mal and nnoj'oiriisMig, i::e* * .. “ued to increase and 
jirosjvr * / 1»*'’ '-^v M'{ t»f sop'nists and the 

in,M< • . •. *. . 'U 'i‘ it be objected, that 

led,-. i,»s I j'l saved, and that Israel, 

1 • t., is scattered and almost 

. ‘ ' f'i ti.e t ‘.e may answer, that both 

»n'*in!^es sfiaJl be inuilj;, verilied, because every other 
( tion concerning the chosen seed has had its 
^ • a« •oniivlishtnent. 

'* ; . i’t which i* ned, as it were, from the dead 
nik ')•> ' ’>- r % ir.d ,v * to all appearance 

1 <'ii < nan, is a wide-spread- 

: i ' fowls of the air, or 

o..' t «f . , M ‘‘MTiy se, varyhrgin 

iiiani’M' .ibui:. mg to the same law 

and pioiV- 1 .^ rslnp. Now' as all this 

wa5 no iiioie ihan v m i ad been foretold by the 
ancient prophets in expie^s terms, we have from 
thence an abundant assinaiice that the remainder of 
the Holy (trades shall be fulfilled in due lime ; and 
that Judah and Israel will therefore be gathered and 
dwell safely in the enjoyment of that liberty which 
belongeth to the sons of God, w'heii there shall bo 
one Lord in all the earth, and his name shall be 
clue, even ‘‘ Jehovah our Kightcousuess.” To ibis 
agrees that declaration of the Apostle concerning the 
great Head of the church, At the name of Jesus 
every knee shall bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things uiuler the eurtlj^ and 
every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.*' Philip, ii. 10, I L 
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AUGUST THE SECOND. 

THE JUDGMENT OF BABYLON. 

Jeremiah^ li. 56 . — The Lord God of • rccompcnces 
sha/l mrely requite. 

On comparing the page of history with the word of 
prophecy, the mind is drawn to a near and awful 
view' of the* Divine administration ; and the more 
we study the records of past events with the oracles 
which foretold them, the clearer will be our ideas of 
the wisdom and goodness of Fruvidence. We here 
see that every evil is ministerially applied to the cor- 
rection of others, and that tlie domination of one 
mighty power is made instrumental in bringing about 
purposes w4iicb were not in the contemplation of the 
ambitious founders and servile agents. While men 
are carrying on their own vengeful and politic 
schemes, an overruling Intelligcnice directs their 
operations niiich farther than was ii.tendcd, or even 
thought of, by the authors ; so that from scenes the 
most distressing, occurrences arise, which in their 
consequences prove a blessing to distant a^es. The 
evil inclinations of the chosen people brought them* 
into a nearer communion with the heathen nations 
tliari was consistent with the original constitution of 
their state, and the nature of their religious esta- 
blishment. Had they remained contented in the 
privacy of their condition, and with the simplicity of 
their manners, the proud and rapacious adventurcra 
of the ]i)ast might have passed them uniicuiccd ; but 
tliis propensity to foreign customs and contempt of 
their ancient laws, drew* them into connexions which 
ended in the dispersion of Israel and the captivity of 
Judah. VV hen Nebuchadnezzar carried away Zede- 
klali in cliuins to Babylon, and removed the unfortu- 
nate Jews from their ow'u land, he was actuated by 
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110 other motive than that of personal aggrandize* 
niciit, by adding to the ntiinber of his slaves. 13ut 
tlioiigh tiic scttlonicnt of this extraordinary people in 
Ihibylon might suein of triv^al import, the secret 
Disposer of all events made the judgment vvliich her 
indicted tlie means of producing distant good. The 
long residence of the Jews in that vast city, which 
was the resort of many nations, was of no ordinary 
magnitude, «»‘mce it contributed to make known the 
Sacred Oracles, of which they were already in pos- 
session, and those which were from time to time 
imparted by living prophets, for their comfort and 
instruction. Whde, therefore, they suffered the 
punishment due to apostasy and ingratitude. Infinite 
Wisdom prepared by their means the way of the 
(■entiles, who by this intercourse became acquaintcMi 
w ith the history of man’s fall and the promise of his 
redemption. At the commencement of the visitation 
which befell .ludah, after so many gracious warnings 
and accumulated t'linsg’cssions, no iiunian sagacity 
could have anticipated the recovery of the outcasts 
from the t\ranny of that mighty empire, which had 
absorbed them in the immensity of its population. 
Vet the messengers of fiod were authorized to n;ix the 
word of consolation with that of reproof, and to assure 
the suffcreis, not only that their misery should have 
an end, but that the pow er of their oppressors should 
be destroyed. The prophet, who had laboured so ear- 
nestly to save his people from ruin by calling them to 
repentance, foroteJd the destruction of liabylon se\enty 
years befoie the event, and at a time when that city 
w as in Iru.h the mistress of the world. 'The manner 
ill which ihe whole was accomplished by Cyrus, 
agreeil so inimitely with the predictive description, 
tliat the unbeliever cannot possibly get rid of the 
propht‘cy without previously invalidating the testi- 
mony of all the ancient historians, who, if the) had 
any knowlege of the Sacred Writings, were adverse 
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to the truths contained in them.' lliere .are twe 
particulars denounced against Babylon, which, as 
corresponding with what actually took place, utterly 
dety all the effrontery of scepticism to elude, or the 
ingenuity of philosophical criticism to explain. It 
was expressly declared, by inspiration, that the 
W'atcrs of Babylon should be dried up and her rivers 
laid bare, so as to become passable ; which was the 
case when the conqueror turned the course of the 
Kuphrates, 'and made the bed of it fordable for his 
troops, who entered the. city while the inhabitants 
were revelling in security. This capture of the place 
by surprize, and in the midst of general ease and 
festivity, was lhus alsp minutely stated in the judg- 
ment, which Jeremiah made kn'own to the captives, 
for tlieir consolation under the heavy affliction w'hich 
to all human appearance had cut them off for ever 
from their native land. One post shall run to meet 
another, and one messenger to meet another, to show 
the king of Babylon, that his city is taken at one 
end, and that the passages are stopped, and tlie reeds 
they have burnt with fire, and the men of war are 
ail righted. The violence done to me and to my 
ffedi be upon Babylon, shall the inhabitant of Zion 
say ; and, My blood be upon the inhabitants of Chal- 
daea, shall Jerusalem say. Therefore thus saith the 
Lord, Behold, 1 will plead thy cause and take 
vengeance for thee ; aud I will dry up her sea, and 
make. her spririgs dry. And Babylon shall become 
heaps, a dwelling-place for dragons, an astonish- 
ment, and a hissing, without uu inhabitant. They 
shall roar together like lions shall yell as lions^ 

whelps. In their heat I will make their feasts, and F 
will make them ,di unken ; that they may rejoice and 
sleep a perpekial sleep, and not wake, saith the 
Lord.” The extinction of this renowned city, as 
well as of the empire to which it belonged, is a 
resistless evidence of the truth of prophecy, and 
3 
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affords a certain assurance that every remaining pre- 
diction in the word of God shall have its accomplish- 
ment in the appointed time. As old Babylon fell 
wlieii its work watf completed, so shall the mys- 
tery of iniquity, ligured under the form of a city, 
and called by the same name, sink beneath the mighty 
waters ; while the redeemed church, sdeing and ad- 
miring the Divine verity, shall exclaim, Alleluia. 
Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power unto 
the I^rd our God ; for true and righteous are his 
judgments; for he hath judged the great whore, 
which, did corrupt the earth with her fornication, 
and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her 
Iiaud/’ Rev. xk. 1, Q. 


AUGUST THE THIRD. 

TRUE PATRIOTISM. 

Laincntations^ ii. prophets hate seen vain 

and foolish things for thee; and thci/ have not 
discovered thine iniffnities, to turn awu^ thi^ cap- 
tivity ; but have seen for thee false burdens and 
causes of banishments 

Patriotism is a virtue to which all men lay claim ; 
and even those persons who contribute must to the 
national danger, by the irregularity of their con- 
iluct and the prostitution of their talents, w ill affect 
upon all occasions an uncommon /cul for the 
public good. But he who neglects his own duties, 
and who disregards theanoral and religions character 
of his associates, can have no real love for his 
country, whatever warmth he may display against 
abuses, or ingenuity in devising schemes of improve- 
ment. The man who has really the interest of his 
fellow-creatures at Iteart, will endeavour to allay 
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their turbulent pas^ons ; and if he cannot aid the 
state by his counsels, Ife will at least serve it effectu- 
ally by his example, ^^ilile the factious and in- 
triguing, the crafty and ambitious, make it their 
perpetual study to excite popular discontent, and to 
weaken the aulhority of government, the man of 
pure benevolence strives to promote peace among his 
neighbours, by the moderation of his sentiments and 
the mildness of his deportment. He neither com- 
plies with the vices of the great, nor flatters the pre- 
judices of the ignorant ; he seeks for no applause 
but that of his conscience ; and, alike ‘ insensible to 
the allurements and contempt of the world, he con- 
stantly recommends a radical reform of principles and 
manners, as the only sure means of advancing public 
and private hap[)iness. To the corruptions and cala- 
mities of the age he is not indifferent, for that would 
argue a waiit of feeling totally irreconcileabic with 
his profession ; but he labours to correct the one by 
his virtues, and to avert the other by his prayers. 
Such was the spirit of the ancient saiuts, whose 
actions are set forth in the Sacred Kecords as modc'Is 
of the religious tcm{K:r and of holy living. In the 
darkest times, and under the most provoking cir- 
cumstances, the Hivine messengers proclaimed the 
word of truth w'lth faithfulness to princes, and the 
duty of obedience to their subjects ; denouncing 
judgment upon the one for their impiety, and calling 
the nation to repentance, that they might net paitake 
of the evil. The ^irophet Jeremiah was a remark- 
able instance of ministerial fidelity and exemplary 
loyalty ; for though he was commissioned to deliver 
the keenest reproaches to Uie rulers, who bitterly 
persecuted him for his integrity, he uuifoimly taught 
tlie people that their only refuge from the threatened 
scourge was in personal amendment and new ness of 
life. When the measure of iniquity w'as completed, 
and the Chaldseaiis, like an ovcrwlielmmg floods 
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ravaged Jiiduh, vvhose principal inhabitants they car- 
ried away to Babylon, the heart of the prophet \\as 
dr'X'ply oppressed by the sight of woes which he had 
long foreseen and frequently predicted. He poured 
out his sorrow amidst the ruins of Jerusalem, in a 
strain . of poetry so affecting, that the sighs and the 
tears of the writer Seem to be licard and felt iu every 
line and word of these exquisite elegies. 

In the doiorous complaints, penitential confes- 
sions^ and pathetic descriptions, which the prophet 
partly delivers in his own person, and partly in that 
of the afflicted church, we are taught many im- 
portant lessons of faith and practice. VVe sec here 
the heinous nature of sin, and that every vicious in- 
dulgence, however lightly it may be deemed, is preg- 
nant with mischief to a whole community, and cx- 
(ends its bunefid effects to many generations, ilencc 
we learn that the conduct and character of every 
person in society, as having some degree of relative 
inilnt'nro, will be toiind to have a concern in the 
general guilt, and to iiH»rit a proper share of the 
piniishnient. The le? gth of time in which Judah 
was sparred, and tiic min. erous warnings she receivcil, 
show llie long-snffeiing of God tovvaids those win- ii 
hr has enlightened with his wmd^ and the tre- 
visitation of that stale by li»e nn nisions of 
u haib.uuiis f«.e, w iiosc eiionnons empire afterwards 
bie:'jne totallv extinct, as ]>lainl\ p:oViS that even 
tlio wiekeil aie ajipoinled for the day of evil, to he 
tlie insliiiie.ii.ts of Divine wisdom and justice. 
rVom the Iangnag <3 of the prophet to afflicted Zion, 
we learn that the ]>riniary cause of her disto'ss was 
the lreaei;erv of those who were boaiul, by ihcir 
jslation and abilities, to have made tho people ao- 
quaiiiltd witii ihe error of their ways and ihe iwiiiory 
to wiiieli they led. Instead of humbling the national 
^^anity aiul stemming the torrent of iniquity, the 
public instructors went with the sireaui, and ar:et> 
VUL. 11. o 
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1 crated tlie ruin of their country by proplio.s\in 2 f 
snioolh tilings, and cheating their h(‘aieis \\::h a <al^e 
report of the dangers which surrounded them. '[ lie-je 
j^rotiigale teachers were active and zealous cianigli 
ill misleading those \\honi they ought to have guided 
in the path of repentance ; and, iii the usual spirit of 
nil ilcceivers, they assigned other causes for the genc- 
j,il nn-forlunes than the idleness and luxury, the im- 
moral iiv and profaiMtion, which prevailed iu every 
rank of the coinmiuiity. When they could no longer 
deny the existence of the evils which pressed upon 
the devoted kingdom, these impostors still contrived 
to make the people believe that their vices and inii- 
deliiy had no share iu the calamity. W hat happened 
to ,] Uriah through the aits of the wicked acting upon 
iiaiionai credulity and d« pravity, is an exact plelnie 
of the deceit fulness of siu, fiy which individuals and 
societies an? brouglit to destruction for llic want of 
s('cking in thcmsclve.-5 the true springs of the iniseiies 
that befall them. If, instead of palliating our faults, 
we examine our thoughts and wa}S with a fixed reso- 
lution to correct and amend what is wrong, tin n 
Will llii* I^ivinc blessing attend onr search, and resluie 
iis), at least, to inward peace, if not to I'xteinal pio- 
fipciily; b>r ‘‘in the way of righteousness is life, 
:nul in the pathway thereof theie is no deutli.” 
Pjov. xii, 28. 


AUGUST TJIE FOURTH.. 

Tin: VISION OF glory. 

Ezekiel, i. 2S. — This zcas the appearattce of the 
likenesH of the g/ory of the Lord- 

Tin: prophet Ezekiel was one of those captives who 
were carried into Chaldtea w ith their king, Jchoiatliiii, 
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about eleven years before Xebuchaileezzar completed 
tlie ablictiou of Jiul ili, by the elestruction of il'^ city 
sunl temple, 'rhis inspired messenger was, tlu re- 
fore, coiitemporarv nilh Jereiiiiah, and, like him, 
be reproves the pi ople sharply for their Irany^res- 
sioiis ; denouncing at the same time heavy judgments 
upon their adversaries and oppressors. Lut the style 
of these sacred writcis varies in the extrense ; for the 
one is gravt* and plaintive, simple and hisUirical ; 
while the other is ardent and terrible, figurative and 
mysterious. It has bcvii well observed, that Pro- 
phery was a busincs** mi which the intellect of iiuiii, 
under the controul of the inspiring Spirit, hud an 
active share ; and accordingly the composition owes 
mneli of its colouring, but nothing more, to Hie 
iialinal genius and taste of the writer. And hence 
it is that such a vaiiety of style is found in the 
w'oiks of the different authors of tlie Old Testan’cnt, 
all equally inspired^.” this judicious remark we 
may add, that the variation of manner was also ne- 
cessary, according to the different circumstances of 
(ilod’s people, and the v^bjeels of the several misskms 
that were sent to them. ^Izekiel seems to have b< en 
laised up in a i'oreign land, and enlightened in an 
extraoi (Hilary degree, to preserve Ids c )M.itiymvMi 
from falling into that spccit>u.‘#/.plii!osw;>h.v vrliicn 
placed all things at the disposal of two independent 
])riiicij)I(s, the one good and the other evii, with 
llirir respective agents and dependencies. 

"I'his pernicious doctrine deprived man of llie 
strongest inotive to virtue, by making him llie sport 
of. c<uileiidiiig powers, and representing him as acting 
under the inlliu'nce of an anbitiary iieces-jlty, 'Jo set 
off the [)Iausiblc delusiou more i ffccluuliy, it was 
adorned with the splendid machinery of numerous 

♦ Blbhop lloi'bley’s Letter on the Eighteenth Chapter of 
Igaialj, p, 78. 


o 



5Ck 


THE ViSlOM OF GLOEY. 


orders of spirilunl iiitelliirenccs ineessantly at \\o;k 
{hrouglioiit nature; sometimes producing harmon}, 
and at t)tliers discord, according to the preponderance 
*of the good or evil beings in the system of the ui:i- 
veise. Such \vas the superstition to which the 
4.hoseii people were exposed in the country where 
they w ere settled ; and it was the more dangerous, 
Ijecause it tended to draw the minds of the captives 
iVom the real cause and design of tlieir suftering, by 
]a\ing the whole upon the malignity of fate, instead 
of ascribing it to the just judgment of God for their 
■iiins. 'riie prophet, therefore, was admitteil to a 
near view of the Divine government in its internal 
.economy, that lie might explain to the afllicled con- 
gregation in Qialdaja the iiij story of l^rovidcnce and 
grace, agreeable to the s)ml)olical forms of their 
ancient t’ailh. Thus they were instructed in the real 
meaning of those venerable institutions, and com- 
forted with the assurance, that all the promises con- 
nected with them should receive their full acconi- 
plishnieut in tlie exact order and time laid down in 
the plan of Infinite Wisdom. The \ision with which 
l^lzckicl was favoured oil the hanks of the ri\er of 
Oiehar, exhibited a most suhtime representation of 
the Divine presence operating alike in tlie visible and 
invisible worlds, c<innecting all periods and eontroul- 
ing all events. 'J his wonderfuJ scene opened with a 
whirlwind, whieh, as coming from the north, indicated 
tlft position of tlie city and temple of Jeiusaiem. 
The tempest aptJy iigiiied lite judgment which had 
fallen nj)on that staU', 'and the dispersion of the 
chosen s<‘r(l ; hut the cloud and fire involving itselt\ 
ffis forcibly expressed the^ower and goodness of (iod 
in die ]>ns<T\alion of ins ehiirch. What Ezekiel 
^aw in Ghahijea, < oi responded with the enibleiiiatic 
rigii inanifestcd to thesluplKid in Lloreb, where the 
lainhenl ihnne faeenicd to ihrcalen the entire desliiir- 
of the bush, which, how eve;-, jcinained 
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niijiust iLs fury. 'J'lic Inhabitant of that p^hny after- 

V. ar(l*!i rfauUick-d his |h*o|)1c through llu' wilderness, 
niuler llic same foims llio.se which \^p|e now seen 
t)\ tlic prophet ; but it is ob.scrvabie, that while the 
niL'jcy-.scal of tin* tabiTiiaelc was distinguished by 
'ndv two clierubim, llic prophetic \ision containro* 
four, represerting the si veval dispensations of God to 
man ; from the paradisaical state to the patriarchal 
covenant, the* e.stabli.shment of the law', am! its 
abrogation by tlie Gospel. As in all tliese revela- 
tions llie ]irt>inise of redemption was conveyed uiichr 
different forms, so we find that amidst the remark- 
able varieties of the cherubim, tlie humanity is made 
conspicuous, while the Divine nature involve.s and 
prevails over the whole, llie slraightne.ss and form 
of the feet bcionoing to these living creatui-e^, de- 
noted the immutability of the Divine worth and the 
stedfastness of every engagement ; while the wings, 
acting in coujunction, not only shadowed the pro- 
gression of lime in general, but the regular succes- 
sion of events, acco* ling to the predetermined 
iounscl of the Most If gh, The same important 
trulb vva.s still furllier delineated in the wlicels, which- 
i.jtciscckd each other, yet preserved an equal mo- 
tion, and went forward by the impulse of a uniform 
power, 'idle course of the world is often perplexing 
to the rno.^t .serious and sagacious observer, who 
finds it utterly impossible to account for many 
changes in nature, on the principles of utility or 
benevolence. But revelation informs ns of wliat 
llic prophetic scene so beautiful ly describes, that we 
are only paits of an immense machine, the magni- 
tude of which is too vast for our conception, and the 
continued operation of which is ‘‘ like the noise of 
great waters.” Amidst the jarring confusion of the 
elements, and the strife of men, tlie oriler of Pro- 
videnct' is pursued without diminution ; and when to 
sliurt.sighted mortals there appears no room for hoji^ 
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tf.i* \\;sd‘*rc\ u!k 1 goocluess of (lOil :ire made as e\ldt lU 
I ' li e 11. n <»r tlie in ilic liea\eii.s afi< r rims. 

'* i»‘’ ‘ '\i\ ai:d < •.rn»‘lic:»U‘il s] ‘<tein is under llie 

rinju ria.u, iiM’( of om' Will, in siibserxit lu o to 

n.nnii « rable raoks of spiiitnal licin^s are pei- 
jv t-jaily eniphued ; some embodieil in matter 
iiizuble by our n^. s, and <jtlieis tin I t'yjud cm 
eoinpn litiision. JSjiich may be left to the moral 
\\ili iff these eieatuns, ateordini^ to their several 
capacities ; but none of their dcti( icucies can affect 
the JJi\iiie glory, or injuic the great plan of opeia- 
tioiis, \^hi( h is fully known to Him alone, ^vho•^e 
mind originated and whose power upholds all things, 
i'iaeh of these rational agents is indeed accountable 
f(»r his individual motives and conduct ; but whatcvei 
may be the effects resulting from t!ie iinproj>er choice 
of individuals, or the revolutions produced by the 
errors of nations, the believer will have reason to 
join the host of w<jrshippers in their graltful hymn 
of praise : ** Alleluia; for the Lord Ood Oiiiuipo- 

tent jeigneth.” Kcv. xix. C. 


AUGUST THE riFTII. 

THE DUTY OF llEPENTANCE. 

Ezekiel, xviii. Q7. — JVfien the rcicked man turneth 
azvay from his icirkedness that he hath conunittrd, 
and doeth that rchich is lanfui and rights he shall 
save his soul alive. 

No doctrine is more clearly laid down in the Stiip- 
tiires than the sovereignty of Divine* grace in the re- 
demption of man ; and yet no duty is more frequently 
enforced, as an essential requisite to tliat bics/mg, 
tliaii repentance. Ey the fall we are said to be dead 
in trespasses and sins ; so that it is not in the power 
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of any one to turn eftectually unto ( joiI, 
word, however, coinniands iis to foisako our «iu'; 
that we may find merry, 't ins rcprc.st illation, in the 
estimation of many, involves the precept in an nnac- 
eeaintahle diificiilly, hy ien(!trin'4 tlie pe:lormu’-.ee of 
It impossible without siipciior light asid as'^islinue. 
'I'he language of timse superficial iea.:oiser.i amoiini j 
to this, that if the hiimnn mind be .sunk m dar.nrs^’, 
and il the moral faculties are from their tirst deveiope- 
inont prone to evil, no error can be culpubie, and 
exhortations to virtue must be fruitless. rri)m the 
distortion of great trutlLs, the most pernicious delu- 
sions have obtained an extensive currency ; and while 
some have become infidels through a proud seif- 
sufficiency of intellect, others resolve all religion into 
outward form or mental feeling. The philosopher 
being foiled in his endeavours to reconcile the free- 
dom of tlie human wdil with the infinite intelligence 
of tlie Deity, binds the whole system in the chain cif 
necessity ; and the misguided believer, w}io takes a 
narrow view of revdation, applies particularly what 
was intended for geue^’a! purposes. The corruption 
of man is indeed uinvers:d, and nothing less than 
Divine wisdom and goodness could have provided a 
remedy for the evil. Uut though the human will 
natural iy tends to the choice of evil, because man 
knows nothing of abstract purity, and therefore obe\3 
the impulse of his passions and the propensity of his 
appetite ; the principle by wbich he is enabled to 
;nakc his choice between, two objects, may by in- 
struction be made sensible of whut is right, though it 
is loo weak to avoid the WTong. ^Mutilated as the 
Divine image itf in the mind, enough of the original 
impression remains to show the excellence in wliicli 
it was created, and to convince every man wdio com- 
pares his character with otliers, that there is a beauty 
ill virtue and a deformity in vice. Kca.son, however, 
can go i\o farther thin this discovery, with all its 
o 4 
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♦'xtTllons, and ihoreforc it is unable io scUlc anj 
system moral aetion by a ii\ed rule, because llic 
laws wliicli Wisdom may eiiacl aie void ot a iini\ersai 
motive and a sacjcd suiictioii. JNow the volume of 
itwclalioM, by making us acquainted with our oiiginal 
slate and fallen condition^ alarms our fears, that it 
ina} rouse oin Iiopcs, and incite a spirit of inquiry 
after the means f»f regaining tlie Divine favour, 
llerewc find, tliat no sooner <lid tlie olfeiice come, 
than the promise of mercy followed the judgment y 
•anti the next thing \vc read of is the institution of 
animal sacrilices, as the appointed medium of lecoii- 
vilialioii. The same expiatory rite was afterwards 
expanded with a variety of typical forms in ihs 
.Mosaic ritnat, to show the heinous nature of sin 
and the infinite holiness of God, who wdll u'jt accept 
any creature defiled with it, till an atonement is made 
lor his transgression. 

'f he«?e institutions showed the uubemling strictnesji 
of Divine justice ; and every part exhibited the 
iiivadful Slate of man, who saw in these burthensome 
Mill painful SCI vices the absolute necessity of holiness, 
aiid his own want of it, without a mediator. 'J he 
mural law' laid open the same tremendous truths in 
d« tali ; and conscienee, on hearing its precepts, must 
have cenvinced him how’ grievously he had fallen 
shoit of obedience in every respect, 'riuis placed 
between the accuser imd the judge, the* awakened 
mind i>ad no refuge fiom despair but in the satisiac* 
tiuii for sin, which was mystically shadowed in the 
various offices of the ceremonial system. Hut the 
mere sacrifice <»f the . altar was of no avail without 
the offering of the heart in faith, and a deep linmilia- 
lion for its manifold enormities. 'Ihus repentancu 
was tanght throughout the winde of the legal esta- 
blishment ; but we SVC that it was u leptiitaiice 
whicii could not procure the parilon of the woi ship- 
per, without a propitiation us an ucknowlegemeiit of 
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his sin and an entire reliance upon the Divine pro- 
mise. \\ hat the law united in its visible forms, the 
Gospel lays down as the rule of righteousness ; for 
that faith which does not spring from repentance, is 
dead and nnproiitable, because no one can truly ap- 
prehend the value of that holiness without which no 
man shall see the Lord, unless he is thoroughly made 
sensible of M.e malignity of his moral disease. Re- 
pentance, therefore, must be such a godly sorrow 
fpr sin, as lies in tlve power of every person to feel 
who hears the law by the voice of his conscience, 
and in so doing pronounceth his own condeinnation. 
In whatever way this law is imparted, the object of 
it is called by the comniuiucation to rc‘pent of his 
sins ; w hich he must abhor in the same proportion as 
he liad before desired and cherished them. 

Some men arc sorry for their errors, because they 
dread the consecpieiices of them ; but lliey have slight 
notions of the dealing nature of sin, and they en- 
<leavour to excuse their guilt by comparing it with 
the depravity of othei.‘ » Confession like this is mere 
h}po< risy ; but still more abominable is the mockery 
of those who strive to unite light and darkness, by 
piofesdng an exalted faith in God and great zeal for 
l.'is t;h)jv, uhile in their deeds they deny him by 
disluiiiouring liis laws. Many sucIj, it seems, were 
ain<»ng ti e Isiaelllcs; but the Divine word informs 
liiem, that while the “ most wicked man may tied 
a<*ct ptaiice ai;d save his soul, it is only by turning 
Jioni the error «>f his ways, and doing that which is 
law fill and right.’' To consliluU: line repentance 
th.cre must not iiuly be a hatred of sivi, and a copi- 
I h'te rcjiniicialioii of it, but an assiduous ciiIliv;*lioii 
of every principle, and the praelico of every duty, in 
which the siuceie pesiiteiit is conschais ol liis dch- 
cicnev. \\!ic*e this grace begins iii the spirit of 
deep humility, its evidem es appear in a change of 
lif<*, audi all the murks of a reuovakd temper ; for 
V ^ 
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a “ good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither 
can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.” Matt. vii. 
Jb. 


AUGUST THE SIXTH. 

A FORSAKEN PEOPLE. 

Ezekiel, xx. 25 . — Wherefore I gave them aho sta^ 
tutes that were not good, and judgments u hcrebij 
they shouid not live. 

This is one of the passages against M'hich tlie cavils 
of infidels have been levelled v^ith more splenetic ^\it 
than argument, taking the .literal construction of tlie 
words, as involving a sense derogatory to the Divine 
insticc. Now, though the translation might be so 
amended as to remove the difticiiity altogether, yet 
even the declaration, in its present state, may be 
shown to advance a clear and sound truth, conform- 
able to the ordinary administration of Providence, 
and perfectly consistent with the most enlarged ideas 
of Infinite Goodness, The whole cliaptcr is a history 
of God’s dealings with the family of Jacob, fn;in 
iheir dtli\erance out of Egypt to the lime of l!»e 
captivity and dispersion, in which Ezekiel pro- 
phesied. The exalted privileges of this pe *}>le are 
contrasted with the base anci ser\ile spirit which led 
them to adopt the corruptions of ollur nations, and 
to renounce the salutary statutes raid judgments Im- 
parted to them from ab(>ve, for the sinful and de- 
structive practices of the heathen. •That the chosen 
seed, who were so peculiarly enlightened above the 
rest of mankind, should prefer the slavisii principles 
and dt^grading customs of idolaters to the sublime 
doctrines and instructive ordinances of pure leligion, 
must be co^idered as aifuiding a meiuncholy evi- 
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di nee of tlie truth, that the heart of man is deceitful 
above all and so desperately wicked as to be 

iuromprt iK'nsible. 

1 1 is ilie favourite opinion of many, that the love 
of truth and virtue is natural to man ; but all history 
shows the contrary, and the whole narrative of God's 
inheritance is one unbroken chain of proof, that the 
human minfl, when left to its own incdinatioii iit 
morals, invariably goes WTong, by following its pas- 
sions rather than the judgment. Even where it is 
aifh'd by revelation we see what little inHuenee 
Divine laws have ’-^lon its sensual ])ro|)ensilies, and 
with how great reluctance it fields to the government 
of reas(ui. 'I'he Israelites had a body of statute* 
specially cnaete<l by the heavenly Lawgiver, and 
coiniTuinieuted to them with extraoi dinary soleinnit\ ; 
lliey Irul also a ritual established by th.e same autho- 
rity, admiialdy adapted to promote their temporal 
ease aud felicity* bc‘'’'des * which they ciijoved pro- 
mises of the Divine favour in this life niiri the next, 
on the condition of their obedience. lUit though 
their law was plain, and the rcligion^ services of the 
tabernaeie were comiortable and edifying, such was 
the per’ t rsc disposition of this people, that, amidst 
the »:v»mn:cing evidences of miracle and prophecy, 
ihev ( !;o>“ d.nkiuss rather than light, because their 
dii< b \\<ie e\il. VVlicn, therefore, they forsook the 
>\a\, which was laid down for them by the 
w<nd of (aoil, it was but ecjuilabh* that they sliould 
i<e»;ive tlie fruit of their doings. 'Llio ijmg-suilerin;;^ 
which they had so grievously abused could not witli 
justice endure h)r twer, because in that ease it w cudd 
lane* appealed as if ibe ride of rigliteoiisne^s bad lo:.t 
its sanction, and there ^\as no ditfert iice hetw'eeii 
them that feared God am! them that feareil him not. 
'J'hal his justice, as well as mercy, might he made 
appau'ut nut onlv tlien, but to future tlio 
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consequence of uhich they fell iiiidor the tyrannical 
dominion of tlu^se imtioiis, !)y whose manners they 
bad suft’e-red themselves to be fascinated. Having 
abandoned the seenrily w’hich they enjoyed in the law 
of their God, they became exposed to all the 
miseries incidental upon a state of apostasy and cor- 
ruption. In this sense it was truly said, that evil 
statutes and judgments w ere given to them, as these 
things were chosen by them in preference to the 
code of life, the possession of which raised lliein 
above all the families of the earth. The condition 
of Israel is that of all men to whom the Divine 
word is made known; for when that sacred blessing, 
is perverted by them, it turns to their condemnation,, 
and embitters the sufferings which inevitably result 
from wilful error and a \icious choice. Ilie Author 
of our being lias wisely united life and happiness 
with his own revealed institutes, while at the same 
time he has made misery and death the natural ( ffects 
of sin and impenitence. If therefore men will per- 
severe in such courses as are injurious to their own 
peace, they have no right to complain when the 
judgments which they have sought fall heavily upon 
them ; nor can it be said with any truth, that llieir 
final separation from the fountain of life is cruel, 
w hen in every word, and by every action, they have 
roiilinually said, Depart from us; for vve desire not 
the knowlege of thy w’ays.'’ Job, xxi. 14. 

In a state of trial and probation there must ne- 
<*essarily be a term to the period of mercy ; otherwise 
all distinction between vice and virtue would be at 
an end, and there could be no ailotincnt of rewardst 
afid punish inents to men in another sphere of moral 
feeling, where the Divine justice and glory shall be 
made manifest to all orders of intelligent being. 
Impressed with this consideration, Jet us hold fast 
the profes.'ion of our faith without wavering ; for if 
we sin wilfully after that we have received the know- 
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Irgc of tlic trutli, there reinaineth no more sacriiicc 
for sins, but a ccrlaiu fcaiful looking for of judgment 
and liery indignation, which shall devour the adver- 
saries/^ ilcb. X. Cil:3 — 


AUGUST THE SEVENTH. 

THE REGENERATION, 

Ezekiel, xxxvi. Q.(},—T/ieii zc ill I spt htL/e clean 
icater upon and ye shall be clean ; from all 
your JilthincsSy and from all your idols, zcill 1 
cleanse yon. A neze heart also zcill 1 "/re i/ou, 
and a 7iew spirit icill I pul zeithin you ; and I 
trill take airay the stony heart out of your Jicsh, 
and 1 zcill five you an heart ofjlesh. 

IIk mIio regards die i^criptures of the Old Testa- 
ment ill no other light than as the history of Cb>d’s 
dealings with his cl* 'seii people, loses the bciutit 
vhieh the sacred h'ssoie’ were intended to impart to 
all descriptions id’ men in every age of the world, 
’^llioiigh much of these records is oeenpled in public 
transactions, the coiitiicts of nations, aiul the rc\oln- 
tionsTof empires, the Divine interposition is inanifc.^t 
throughout, and in such a way as to convey practical 
itislriiclion to the meanest individual of society, bt 
his circumstances be what tliey may, or however 
coiUractcil may. be his attainmeiits. 'I'hc iuopired 
Writings are justly called lively orach s, bccan^jc they 
are of perpetual and universal importance ; contain- 
ing truths which affect e\ery human heart, illuslraUil 
by examples to sliow llie beauty of ladincss and the 
dt formity of sin. Whatever may he the relative 
interest of the seveial books, certain it is that lio 
portion is trivial or obsolete; and the reader that so 
slights any passage, wrongs the Spirit by wliom it 
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was iiiflitcH, and his own soul, which it was inlcnd(,d 
to edify. Ill the judgments which came upon an- 
cient Israel we may discern the consecpieuces of 
abusing the privileges and despising the warnings 
vouchsafed to us through the inslitutions of grace 
and the calls of Providence. ‘The ingratitude of the 
chosen family is a picture of our own depra\ity, and 
the captivity into which they wore cairied aptly ligures 
the slavery of conupiion, and the effects of that 
licentiousness which is opposed to the salutary re- 
straints of the Divine law. But though the Almighty 
suifered his people to follow tlieij^ evil iiiclinutions 
till the statutes and judgments which they admired, 
pro\< d their ruin, mercy was mixed with justice, and 
ti:e piomise of restoration accompanied the stroke of 
ciinstisemeiil. A great moral change, amounting to 
ail euliic national conversion and re-establishment, is 
forctul i h\ Ezekiel; but though J iidah was recovered, 
arid i:e\ir afterwards fell into idolatry, it is no li ss 
ij’iic that such an alteration as the one here tie- 
Kiihed has ne\er yet taken place; and that the 
posterity of Jacob, instead of being gathered by their 
Mje| held, have for many ages been scallercd, W'ithout 
:i name, among all nations. The prediction, there- 
fore, is still future with respect to its full accoui- 
phdiment, when the posterity of Jacob sludl be. 
mnaculously collected by their Divine She}»lierd, 
who will seek that wliicli was lost, and bring again 
that which was driven away; and will bind up that 
which was broken, and will stieuglheii that which was 
sick/’ Much of this description applied to the per- 
sonal rniiiistiy of the Ilcdeemer in the day of Iris 
hiiinliiation ; but the whole will be truly veiilied 
when, aceoiding lo the language of the prophet, 
which was adopted hy our Lord as characteristic of 
liis sec(»ij(l a4iverjt, “ he will judge between cattle end 
cattle, and betw'etii the rams and he gloats. ’’ 'I'liis 
legencratiou of Israel is a picture of Urut change 



THE REGENERATION.. 


375 


Mhicli Divine grace operates upon the heart of every 
believer who is awakened to a sense of his sinful 
condition, and an abhorrence of those fatal errors 
h\ which his understanding has been long blinded, 
llic means of bringing man home to his Maker, 
ii'iinlly corresponds with that adopted for the re- 
covery of God’s ancient family, who were led into 
captivity and suffered great affliction, that they might 
bo made conscious of their folly and deeply penitent 
fc.r their transgressions. Thus in the valley' of 
(rouble stands the door of hope, through which the 
mortified spirit is enabled to pass into the region of 
light and liberty. So long as men live at their ease 
and in the enjoyment of all that can gratify their 
desires, they have no conception of spiritual want, or 
idea of their impoverished chagpeter as moral beings, 
who must become holy before they can stand w illi 
acceptance in the Divine presence. Temporal 
calamity is therefore used to convince the sinner of 
that great truth, and by humbling him in his own 
Cbtiination make him sensible that the righleousness 
w hich is necessary to L:s salvation must be wrought 
out by a Divine power, and made effectual in liim 
to the conversion of his mind by infinite grace. 
AVlicn he sees and laments his misery us an offender 
that has sinned beyond all capacity of makjng satis- 
faclien, he becomes a lit object of mercy, and is 
admitted to a believing view of that sacrifice which 
bus been offered for the redemption of the world, 
'llie blood that w as shed upon the cross, w here “ the 
riplitcous suffered for the unrighteous,” is a >iieam of 
healing virtue, which takes away the malignih of sin 
from the penitent, and imparts to him the native 
principle by wdiicli, cpntrary to all his funiit r con- 
nexions -:i'd habits, he lives in faith and cojitinually 
aspires t perfection. His faculties arc so dis])oseJ 
to lioiiiiL- , tlnit he seeiiis to breathe a new atmo- 
sphere, and to have become another creature; for 
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though t!ie natural genius remains as it \vas, and 
niucii of the original tein{)er will continue, yet the 
one is directed to higher objects tliaii furmei ly en- 
gaged its attention, and the other is controulcd by the 
Jove of (jiod \\liich enables the believer to overcome 
the world. 


AUGUST THE EIGHTH. 

THE VISION OF DRY BOXES. 

Ezekiel, xxxvii. 3 .— he said unto me, Son of 
man, can these bones live?^ And 1 ansneredy 
O Lord God, thou knowest- 

Tl HTS famous vision has been strangely limited by 
most commentators to one particular oljject, 'vhich, 
however great and glorious it might be, was in fact 
but little ni comparison to tlie grand and awful sense 
involved in the mystical representation. It has been 
supposed to mean no more tlian the revival of J udah 
from tljc graves of the captivity, and tlie rcsloratioii 
of that people to their own land. Such, no doubt, 
was the primary instruction conveyed to the mind td* 
iJjc prophet ill this symbolical scene, and it must 
therefore have afforded abundant consolation bulb to 
him and the afflicted people among whom he minis- 
teied, and for whose benefit be received these extra- 
ordinary communications. I'he vitv appellative by 
which Ezekiel is here designated, shows tliat he was 
a t\plcal character, and stood figuratively for that 
great Deliverer, ‘‘ whose voice the dead shall hear ; 
and they that hear sliall live.’' John, v. As the 

parabolical mode of teaching was always adaptixi to 
the national belief and to popular ideuN, it is evident 
that the c(iiisolation imparted by the medium of this 
exhibition w^oidd have lost its effect if the people had 
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uo conception of a general resurrection. So far from 
being comforted b}' the promise, they would have con- 
sidered it as little better than a mockery of their desti- 
tute condition, and have replied, in the desponding lan- 
guage of the patriarch, “ If a man die, shall he live 
again?” Job, xiv. 14 . It is obvious, then, that this 
great artirh* of faith was a primitive doctrine in the 
.JeAvisli church, otherw ise the propliets would never 
have applied so strange an illustration as a proof of 
the l)i\!ne power and verity. Here the exile was- 
taught to rest in pions submission to the will of God, 
knowing that wiiatever might be his personal afflic- 
tion, or however long the captivity should endure, 
the Aimily to which he belonged stood secured by an 
immutable covenant. But the certainty of a recovery 
at some distant period would have yielded slender 
relief to his iniud, if he had no prospect of any 
personal share in tlo deliverance, or was without tlic 
hope of enjoying the predicted salvation in another 
state. The view opened to the spiritual vision of 
Ezekiel, gave to him and his distressed countrymen 
the assiuance, that as their political existence should 
be restored iu due time by the immediate operation 
of tiic Almighty, so every member of the chosen 
family woulil be brought up again from the state of 
the dead. Nothing could be better calculated to 
support the spirits of the people in their calamity 
than such a representation, which was also necessary 
to keep them from falling into the errors of the 
heathen nations, among whom they w ere mingled. Init 
that this vision had an object be\ond the mere pioinise 
'of gathering the Jews out of lJab}lon, is plain, from 
the declaration tliat the dry bones so miiacnloualy 
laiscd, are said to be the whole house of (siacl, 
which eonhl not have been airmncd if the valley 
tignred onlv that captivity when Iv/i kitd projdu sied. 
Ucavv as that visitation w'as, it did not deprive llio 
people of their civil exlsteuce or religious pri\ih'gos, 
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since we find llial they still enjoyed their elders ami 
jainetrs, their priests sn»d prophets. The kingdom of 
•liuiali was indeed subjugated, but not destro}ed in 
th(' sense liere expressed by a scene which denoted 
the iilU r loss of vitality, and even of the human 
Ibrm. 'J'he other branches of the chosen inheritance 
were, it is true, at that time scattered abroad upon 
tlie face of the earth, and totally despoiled of all 
political distinction, et neither of Israel nor of 
Jiuiali could it be truly said, that lht‘y were reduced 
to ail absolute state of ilissolutioii, corresponding 
with the dismal picture of mortality here presented 
to the view of the prophet. 

These awful remains of what was once active and 
great, were so separated and dry, that no judgment 
could determine their original relations, nor any art 
adjust them to each other. Such is the condition to 
which tlic whole posterity of Jacob must come before 
the w'ord of God goes forth to call them from their 
graves. To all appearance their case w ill be hope- 
less, and the revival of such dry bones to any thing 
like the functions of humanity sliall be pronounced 
impossible. It is, however, in this very forlorn and 
melancholy period, that the Divine power is made 
manifest in the accompdishinent of his promise, to 
biiiig his peojdc up out of their sepulchres.” Now, 
this resurrection must be yet future ; for Israel lias 
never been recoveied ; and Judah, though partially rc- 
eslablish( d, fell again under the treineiidous chastise- 
ment of Heaven, and has for ages been in the state 
of the dead, lint these dry bones shall hear the 
voice, of the; Son of Man, whom they once rejected; 
and wlieu the Holy Spirit enters into them, the work 
of conversion will be so eflbctual that they shall 
stand upon their feet an innumerable multitude. 
The first sign (;f returning life is a great shaking, 
which aptly represents the agitation jirodiiccd by 
every moral revolution, and the anxiety felt by those 
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wlio are brought iiiuler the conviction of sin and the 
sense of ihcir errors. W hat is here described as 
chara{T(‘ri/jiig a whole coniniunity, must take place 
also in the mind of every man v\ho, being naturally 
dead in trespasses and sins, cannot stand upright till his 
faculties arc restored, and a divine life is infused into 
him by t! I^pirit of God. The resurrection to glory 
inu>t be preceded by the renewal of our In arts in 
this valley of vision ; for unless the voice gf the Sou 
of (aod is made effectual in our obedience, whatever 
be our other attainments, we are destitute of spiritual 
life. Jf, then, we would be made partakers of that 
blessedness to which the prophetic scene directs our 
at tent ion, let us wait diligently upon the means of 
grace, and submit with all humility to that Holy 
Teacher, who saith, This is the will of Him that 
sejit me, that every one which hearelh the Son and 
belicveth on him, may have everlasting life: and 1 
w ill raise him up at the last day.'’ Johii; vi. 40. 


AUGUST THE NINTH. 

THE VISION OF WATERS. 

TCzekiel, xlvii. 5. — Aflei'ward he measured a tJiou^ 
sand ; aud it reus a river that I could not pass 
over : for the icaters zcerc risen, zeafers to stcim in, 
a river that could tiot be passed over, 

T u E prophet having described the general restoration 
of Jiis people to civil life and liberty, by a parabo- 
lical i\'presentation drawn from the doctrine of the 
resurrection, is presented with another vision, con- 
taining a lively assurance of their religious establish- 
ment. A temple is exhibited to bis view, regularly 
constructed and fitly proportioned, aceoriling to the 
services of that which constituted the glory i*f Jciu- 
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?^alem. RiU the splcndiil edifice here ‘delineated ijt 
purely spiiitiial, for nothing like it has been franieil 
lu a material sense ; and some things are mentioned 
as distiiignishing it, >\hich coidfl not consist with any 
building made witli liamls. W hen llie ^\hole \Mi» 
i ompielcd, and the glory of Jehovah, correspomling 
M’ilh what the prophet beheld on the banks of Che- 
]>ar, filled the lioiisc, a stream issued out from the 
threshold of the gate opposite to the altar. "I hat 
was the natural direction which the waters of lustra- 
tion would take afttjr the offering of the sacrifice; and 
tlic whole had an allusion to the benefits produced by 
the reiiemption, shadowed under the form of the 
victim whose blood tinged the waters. In the synir 
bolical language of Scripture tKe variety of nations is 
usually denominated waters ; and though in this place 
a unity of profession is clearly intended, the common 
idea is at the same time preserved by the junction of 
many people in the same faith and worship. At first 
the cleansing fluid moved gently, and almost imper- 
ceptlbl}, along the floor of the mystic temple; but 
bv the time the prophet had made a circuit of the 
building, the current ran rapidly; and when the 
heavenly interpreter completed the incasuremeul of a 
thoiisuiid cubits, the w'aters were up to the ancle?, 
'lliis accurate notation of progressive increase, was 
expressixe of the iiiauiicr in which, under the Divine 
influence, the blosiug represented shoulel be dif- 
fused among the families of the eailli. So (piiek 
and abundant was the accumulation, that on the 
measurii^ of another tlioiisaud the flood reached tiie 
knees; and at the final exaininution the whole was 
become an impassable river. Sucli w'as the regular 
advancement of that stream which issirhI from the 
altar of this prophetic edifice; and nothing, ccitainly, 
could be a more lively exhibition of the gradual 
spreading of the Gospel, till from its going forth at 
Jerusalem in a despised form it swelled into aiiiiglity 
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mass, gatliciiiig, as it went on, an inmimcrablo 
multitude of all nations, and kindreds, and people, 
and tongues.” Rev. vii. 9 . Till the sacrifice was 
completed, and all the ordinances of the law were 
fulfilled, the chausing element was seen only within 
the precincts of the sanctuary ; but before the canon 
of Inspiration was finished it had rolled over the 
surrounding lands, and imparted its saliitary Influence 
among the heathen, like a generous river which 
receives into its bosom the tributary streams, and 
communicates llic means of life to all the regions 
through which it flows. The waters which the pro- 
phet beheld in this vision, had tiie same signification 
with the marvellous stream which copiously issued 
from the Ketloeniers wounded side; for both were 
expiatory and efficacious only as being sanctified 
with the blood of the victim. When in the emble- 
matic scene the '' Ueir tliat came out from the siile 
of the altar were collected into a majestic flood, l!ic 
whole face of nature was ebanged by its operatimi ; 
a luxuriant vegetation oiiiiched the countries which 
were once waste and wild, fruitful trees covered the 
banks of the river, and districts that were before the 
regions of darkness and death, became the seats of 
civilization and spiritual life. All this beautifully 
tlf'picled the miraculous course of Cluislianity, and 
the beneficial alteration cflectcd by the doctrine of 
the cross w herever it has come “ in the deinonstratioii 
of the Spirit and with the power of fjod.” 1 Cor. ii. 
4. The church, thus redeemed out of all lands,* 
shall continue -to increase till the second advent of 
her Saviour, whose Gospel of peace is the refreshing 
river, that makelh glad the city of God, iu which ail 
the members^' however diversified by local institutions 
or speculative opinions, are joined in the profession 
of oue Lord, one faith, 011 c baptism.” Lphes. 
iv. 
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AUGUST THE TENTH. 

NEliUCHAlJNEZZAU’s DREAM. 

Daniel^ ii. 45. — Forasmuch as thou snrccsf lhaf 
the si one Teas cui nut of the mouutaiii rcithoul 
haads, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the 
brass, the r///y, the silver, and the trofd ; the 
great (hod hath mdde knozen to the ki?ig tchal 
shall come to pass hereof ter : aiid the dream is 
certain, and the interpretation thereof sure. 

It has been the ill fate of infidels to mix with their 
unbelief the most extravagant credulity, and wliile 
opposifig revelation with veheinencc on account of 
its difiiculties, to involve themselves in contradiction**. 
Thus at one lime the same men have objected to tin- 
evidence from prophecy, ns being insufliciont on 
account of its obscurity; but Mhen the applicatum is 
too plain to be evaded, they maintain that the prt'- 
ilietions were posterior to the events alleged to have 
b('en foretold. Determined at all hazards to gi t 
rid of the authority of the wrilten Word, whose 
d(?ctrints are no less mortifving to the pride of man’s 
rea.^on llian its precepts arc to his evjl inclinations, 
thc.-e pel verse dispiUers make no scruple of setting 
the fictions of romantic invention in competition with 
the Divine verity ; and, as it was said by a pleasant 
monarch of one of the tribe, “ lliev are willing to 
believe any thing except the Bible.” Of this we 
liavc remarkable proofs, with respect to the Book of 
Daniel, whose history iniglit have remained witlioiit 
controversy had it not been for the oracles therein 
contained ; the exact fulfillment of wdiich, in many 
circumstances, stamps the impress of sacred trulli 
upon tlic entire volume, and confirms .the confidence 
of our faith in the promises that are yet to he per- 
formed. It cannot be doubted that Daniel was of 
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tlio royal liiicai^e, or that he iwhidetl in Babylon tiu- 
jinnj tli(i cnpnvity wliuli began mth the vassalage of 
Jelioiakim, king of Ju iaii, and lasted for the space 
ufsevriilv ^ears. The Jt. wish records fully csiablisli 
these facts ; and the admission of the narrative into 
the Ilehii \v canon, us coinplelt'ly .verities the authen- 
ticity of the |)rop!’‘;cics connected with it. The 
history of ^>ii..iel, and his int dictions, must go to- 
gi lia r ; for tin , aie iikaitllicd in such a manner as to 
be indissolnhle, uidc's it l>e su['posi‘d that the Jews 
could be so bli’.nkd as to fainicate ' v. i itings in the 
name of ihh t’le obj* ct of wiii di was to 

degrade il’cm But ii i- I ‘Ui t! at tin- people, 

ill till ir st. te < i* eb\ln: haw- jonud. the sceptic ni 
ho>«i:!',^ ’ ".elnr <>1 the Hook of Haiml, no* be.- 

caine iiu \ :.n ' (pe 'Jiv)n of i(«* antu;uiiy (»r anth^'- 

ril>, bnt oiciv'* Unit llu*y liiight eluilc the force of 
tiu.'jo parts wiiK.h mink the coming of the Missiah. 
'i'he hi'itoiv of tin* projdu I, however, is so inun- 
wovt n witii that of li’s mrhni and their own admitted 
l»ou\ of ins|',iu’d writ gs, tlrat his dl\iuc cliaraeti*r 
can no more bi* content. I than his exi^'tonce. llio 
iirst preiliciioii of th.s illnsiiious peron wa< the 
inkrpietatlon of !xel>nehailnez/.:n s ilieam. That 
hanglily monarch was gieatl> troubled with tl»e ap- 
j»earimcc of a wondurtiil image, who>e parts i vjii- 
.Msted of \aiIons substances, the whole of whivh 
wtie separateil and broken to pieces by the action 
of a stone? cut out without huiuls. On waking 
Irom Ills disturbed sleep, tlie king of Halnlon was 
greatly disquieted by wliat bad been iv[>rc>cntcd to 
. ills imagination, though all recollection of the parti- 
culars was gone from his mind. In this agitation he 
demanded of the wise men about him what no human 
undi r.standing could perform, the ndalion of tlie 
dn ain and ihe explanation of its import, rurious at 
being denied what it was preposterous to ask, the 
Uiaiit ordered all the professors of seicnee U) be put 
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to dc.'atli, wliicli occasioned Daniel to i^olicit a respite, 
and in answer to his j>raycrs he obtained from Heaven 
the knowlege of what Nebuchadnezzar required. 
The vision was a striking hicroglyjdiic of the bnir 
great iiionarchios, beginning with liiat of the Bal>v- 
lonian sovereign, who was distinguished as the lieail 
of gold. '"Jlie breast and arms of silver tigiired the 
stale whicli should succeed this formidable empire ; 
and as the metal was one, but the power two-fold, so 
did this exactly comport with the junction of the 
!Medes and Persians under Cvriis, who reduced 
Ihibylon, and formed another, but an inferior, do- 
minion in its stead. I'lie kingdom of brass, which 
followed that of silver, was the Macedonian, whose 
roinanlic thief, Alexamter, arrogated the title of 
king of the woild. init his progress, though re- 
splendent, was short, and hi? successors in Sviia 
and l-.irypt arc iitly d( nominated the thighs of the 
imag<*, which tcrminaled in legs of iion, and tlie feet 
were partly of that metal and partly of clay. As the 
forimr eomposilioii very strikingly represented the 
dazzling but weak nature of Alexander’s conquests; 
so nothing could m.oie forcibly depict the fierce and 
ixteiisive sway of the Roman republic than iron, 
which is used alike for the purposes of war ami cul- 
tivation. ’iliis great inilitarv j)o\ver destroyed all the 
xa^tiges f»f the former cnipiics ; but while the Ro- 
mans subdued the barbarous nations, and in a great 
ineasuie pre})arcd tluiiii for civilization by the coni- 
inunicatiou of laws, customs, and language, a dis- 
linclirjn always remained between the victors and the 
vanquished. Beneath the Roman sceptre the gold, 
the silver, and the brass, or the diflerent countries 
Mgniiied by those metals, were completely reduceil, 
and their political consequence so entirely de- 
filrojed, tint tliey were without any sign of their 
wonted grandeur. Now it is admitted on all hands 
that the Book of Daniel is of older date than tl)« 
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^slabliijhmrnt of tlic Roniaii empire ; if, therefore, 
it has trill \ tiescribed the rise and fall of this vast 
^itate, the other prophecies contained in the oracle must 
be equally tlivine and certain. 'J'lie quality of tlui 
fourth kingdom, which made up the emblematic 
statue, perfectly corresponds in all respects with the 
history of R^'me, irom its rude oriu;in till it became 
the dominant ruler of the earth, and at h n"th fell bv 
the visitation of Heaven, so that no place was found 
of all its former "ri atncvs. 'I'hese sevtaal nionan hies, 
with their respiM livt. , onne\ion'<, have bien literally 
crumbled into du^t, which the wije] eairiodn away 
and dispcrs<‘th, so tliat llicre remain* tli no remoin- 
brunce of them nmler hc'uven ; bnt the stone 
f ut out witlamt iiaiuls (aft<*r effecting this nma-' 
enlous n volntion) became a great uiountnin, and 
lilh'd the whole earth." This was that stone 
of stumbling, and oek of offence," wliicb was eiif 
out of the niounttiin while tlie llonian empiie \\;t- iit 
ail its glory; anti by following the foot'^teps oT ;rs 
conquests, eoireeted tin ir violence and toiuv'rted 
them into a permanent and iiiiiversal ble.-^sing. d !:?• 
n mainder of this proplieey is }et U) be fiillilled : tor 
the stom laid m Zion is a sure foimdalion ; and lu)^^- 
<\tT slow may be the jirogiess, yet the buiiilin'.^ 
formed upon it shall resist eveiy oppodilon, and 
survive all the temporal doiniuh^ns of the i:u:li. 
'J’he doctiine of the risen Saviour, lille the stone 
rolled away from his sepulchre, brought lile and ini- 
31101 lality to liglit ; and the inihienee of it will giadii- 
ally spread and inciease, to the subversion of ail that 
darkens ami enslaves the minds oi men, till ibe ap-> 
pointed taa, when tlie kingdoiiw of this world ?»hull 
beeoine the kingdoms of our l.iOid and of Ills Christ, 
and he shall reign for ever and ever." llev. xi. Ji. 
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7\r(rl ST THE ELEVENTH. 

TJIC THRl-r CONIESSOKS. 

!Dani<‘), iii. CO. — /.o, J si c f 'oKr men louse ?{ allying 
in ihe miih! of fln\fi:c, and llnuf have no Inn I ^ 
and t hr Joint tj the fourth is like the tSon oj' 
( "tod, 

i ]iis cliaplcr p.liouncls \\itli instructive matter, and 
ti'C iKtrrati\c, in paiticiilar, cNliibits the intolerance 
oi ( lien C()ntra .*>!< '1 with the tluliful hrniness of truth. 
"1 hi. kiic ol iialnl')}) conceiving that the power which 
Le. pi »**;>( -aul v.a'* tile iiuit of Ills own g( niiis and 
Cilelg^, v( ^/ilv(,i that all his sul>jLCls slioiild acknow- 
]< hi- inii). -t\, and pa\ him dninc hoiunirs. Lor 
this pHiTiOM’ l.L (’MiM d an iinagj' f)t gold to be creeled 
111 i»n opvii spa< e, lowaids which, at set times, and 
on Iiearing liic sound of innsif', *‘vei} pcison in his 
dominions was lequiied to fall down andwoiship, 
on pain of Indng jmt to u cnul dtalli. That tins 
statue v\as the k r. escntaiioii of llic inonaich wh«> 
stit It up, is (»bM(-Ms from the cireunistanc i , that lie 
did not oiTer aii} ad^nalion to it in piison, hut only 
required it fioin otiieis ; and tiu airoganci' whuli hd 
him to this pieposleion< inea'»in\', appears in his own 
Jangiiage on another occa-ion ; is not tliis giea: 
Eabvloii, winch J ha\< built loi the Jiousc ot the 
kingdom In the might of 1113 powi r, and foi tlio 
honour of iny inajest} dislinction is ah.o made 

betvMdi this llgure and the Ihilwlonian denies, wliieli 
j)IaiijN sin->w< that the infatuated king was amhiliou.s 
of being cm oiled with tin* number of divinities 
vi'orshipped in tliat .c\l< usive empire. Such piide, 
diowevei extravagaiit it iiiav seem, was not uncommon 
ill the eaily ages, as apptarsfrom the \aiiii v of Alex- 
ander, wlio claimed acelestjal oiigin, and that of many 
of the Roiiiaii emperors, whodeiiianded similar tokciis 
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of reverence. But while we pity this weakness, tlie 
spring of the sanu! folly may be found in ourselves ; for 
wliat is that pride wliich leads so many to set up th(‘ir 
Opinions and devices as a rule of faitli, or to make their 
et>ntracted riirle llui boundary of truth, but a species 
of idolatiy wliich iias self for its object? '^I'he pre- 
sumption ?»”d cruelty of Nebuchadne/zar, tlierefore, 
should teach us to examine our own principles and 
the temper of rnir minds, especially with regard to 
specidative opinions, about which men may ditfer 
w ilhoni aifeetiiig tl.v fundamentals ()f religion. But 
unmindful of the '‘pirit inculcated by this benevolent 
system, there is an evil genius in most societies which 
jK i xert.s tltt' iindi*rstanding of men, and leads tluun to 
<«>nline the t)rivilcg<'s of Christum <‘omniniiioii to the 
pM»t( of ronuj peetiliar notions and customs, 

Jii this ( xeluslve pale tin' invent if )iis of nu ii are com- 
'»i!oji!y ' loilied w: ' thx pn‘tend(‘d attni>uli's of Di- 
^init^, to which the homage of an nnplieit faith is 
!• ({uired, without the -i^ht of ih nial or llie liberty of 
ifoesligation. trull, is liberal, forlieaiing, and 

efunmimieative ; so error is passionate, vindictive, and 
d< ^jKilie ; w.siiing a decree for the gciverninent of tlie 
miiiii and llie ngnlation of life, without ]>roducing 
any aulliority for the irtamlate or reason for the ])rac- 
tiee. 

Ill the language and resolution of tlic Hebrew 
worthies we have a lesson easy to he coiiipVehondcd 
and necessary to be exercised, ‘‘ if we would possess 
a I'ousc ienee void (if orVeiic<* lowartls (lod and toward? 
man.” Acts, xxiv. Hi. Winn the king sent out hisf 
(irdiet, enjoining all the iniiabitants of his empire to 
fall down at slated periods and worship his image, 
the tlexible iiioiali.st, so far from hesitating about the 
piupriety of the order, would have considered only 
the danger of disohedience. “ Nothing, certainly,*' 
would ho say, “ can be more absurd than this iiijunc-' 
tton to adore the work of human skill ; but as in it 1 
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rr<'()")iizr only the institution and representation of 
ti'.e ni\ rxlcrnal obedience is no more than 

a ei\il losiK'ri, wliu'li pi iid< nee U'jielics me to l>ay, 
j:iii)er than cndan^c r n)\ family and risk my own life/' 
liis i'' tile usual rcavniing hy whicli int'n contrive 
fo cheat theii Ijearts and to impose upon theii fel- 
?ow-rrea-Mnvs, v hih‘, by the practice founded upon 
it, lluy coiitrihine to the maintenance of error and 
llie inimy of mankind. Ihit he who acts with a 
?ini>le view to tiie liiMiie inspection and the general 
will be watcliful over bis words and deport- 
jnent, lest in any instanee he should mislead olliers, 
and do injury to tlic eaiise of truth, which is tlu^ j^lory 
of God. He knows, a> well as others, that an idol is 
nf)thinjr, and that oulw ard gestures are of little monu nt 
in the absiiaet ; but if In leby encoinagement is L»i\en 
to the pride of the \ain and the folly of the \icions, 
lie w ill avoid associations that are even apparentl} harm- 
less, and fashions which ina) beolherwiM^ iialifl't rent. 
Jake the jiious Jews, who prefened death to the 
nnal favom, which could be purchased only by a 
sinful ee>niplianee, the man who fears (b'd >\ill lake 
the revealed woid fur his guide, aiul serupulously 
adhere to its diieelious in e\ery paiticiilar that eoii- 
cerns his belief and dut\. He studies no casuisiry 
where llie prtcepl is express, nor slops to impure 
Jiow’ he may best make a compromise between hiscon- 
jscience and his inu ri st. Jii e\er\ ditlicnliv he c<*m- 
jnits himself to the J3i\iiu piolcetion; and having la- 
J:>oured to conform his iniml to llie law of righleous- 
iiess, neither threats nor allurements can change his 
purpose while he d<pends upon that promise; “ lii 
all thy ways ackuowlege linn, and he sliall diiect 
thy paths.” Prov. iii. (L Sensible tliat in life or in 
^ealh he is in the immediate pieseiice of his Savioui, 
W'ho will sanctify every trouble, and preserve him in 
the midst of temptation ; he goes on in his cour se, 
meek, yet delennined, and ready to lesign every 
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Jliinji; ill '.voiUl Tor l!io sake of inK'i iial pctK <.' d 
f’JtMc U t.'r bf liLS coiuiilion, it \.:il 

be "'.. n tliat liu 1:3 f-; b\ ronsoiatioiis, u Inch no 

ohu ^ ls can ad“id ; air.l m lu n Uv is in the 
itiinacc of Iribnlalioii^ they wIim h;- 

l ij'.li s w ill cii^y lii.s Innnjnili-'V, jimI iici both a«?- 
ni^h-cienl .nid av** at lh<‘ inan.-.V-sUila-n .a 

(‘iiaoics :!ii' ,ifK»r i.> risr c b' vc I'n? ... 

wt.ihh, ih*' to li.t' op .Mi’on of .L,„ 

fin:dity, and •• o ij^noiin.t lo co.douiid die subilr • \ :t 
lh<‘ !jv- -wiu. t«ra:)ci‘(l ic.c ra^.n!;’ c*rnn.rit, 

aiul walked w ilh Ins c;>nU‘^sors aaia'st ti'.c ih ’..u ?, 
ill accoiiifiasiN tiic btiitvtr in <v*i\ tiiil, and bcai 
hiio np sirdlasliN iindt'i all llic obhnjuv and I’nry oi 
pt 1 ->M niioji ; .VO dial in \1 k: daikc-t .''Ctiie, and n*o:<k 
cii cnnisiaia'c'^, lu‘ wdi va\» d Ijon^li ( 
^\^\\k thron.^li tjic u!‘ tl;o '•ii .dow of dt adi, I 

nili fear no Jbr tiMm art with me; tby I’od 

and tliy start’, llicy coiiiForl me.” Ps. xxiii. 4. 


AlOLST TLJK TWELFTH. 

TilE r\nL Ol- M.BUCIIADNKZZAR. 

Danifl, iv. ,*1)7. — \'HC' 1 }st'biu'1niilnczzitr pu'/ise^ 
(ifiil cifni, (Ufd hifttntir the Ki/t^ of hanen ; 
lid ti'hosc K'orks an' h ath, and his zcat/s jadj;^ 
meat ,• and than' that ludk in pride, he u able ia 
ababe. 

1 MAT the kiiii;' of Babyioii should Iravo fallen into 
so <^ioss a delusion as to fancy himself cnlilied to 
divine hononrs, would alino.si seem incretiiblc, if 
ubvmdant facts did not provi- that the hnman mind is 
susceptible of the most extravagant iinpiessions, and 
ready to receive the Incense of llatterv, even when 
everv fecliny; gi\cs evidence of its falseliuod. Pride 
R 3 
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is SO neriily allied to ni;uin(‘'S, that wliom^cr njrii 
ind^jitic ihr vanity of imagination in ostimaling tlirir 
i>\\i» oliaractcr, they lose the liglit direction ot llieir 
faenllns, and degrade iheniselves in nttempling to 
gani a ilu^tinclion \\hieh does in)t belong to them, 
'i ne iiisioiy of N^dmehadnezzar is then ‘fore a lesson 
t?f gnat i;f!|iortaij< e, as it teaches the lunxs^ity of 
hnniilitx ii. c\«iy >iluation ol life; since lie that is 
not po'x Si ' n ot ihi*- virtue, has little security in his 
powei, wtahh, (»r sagueit>, lioin the eonleiiijit of 
hi's fc iitA> -erealincs, \\ho\\ill not \^ilIingl^ submit to 
ibe a; rom ance \\ inch tic ats the ni as infeiior beings. 
\\ hen Daniel explained thei lirst dream oi the iiio- 
uaieii, it appeals to have wrought a great change in 
his sentiincnl*. and belia\iour, till the intoxication of 
concjucst made him aUibitious of higlier honours than 
,of light belonged to any mortal, however splemdld in 
rank or glorious b\ Ins actions. lie that c’cnsures 
the folly of lids miglity soveredgu, will do better by 
ente^ring upon an e xamination oi iiis own temper and 
deporfmcMit ; where, probably, he will lind, that, 
instead of making a proper use of the gifts of IVo- 
videnee, and ascribing all he has to the grace of (lod, 
it has been bis \\ish and aim to gain admit at ion fwr 
finalities snpetior to enlier men. They who assume 
extraordinary iimrit on account of their menial ac- 
quirements or the success of their labours, are guilty 
of similar idolatry with that ctf ilui Kabyloiiian king ; 
for, like him, they saeiilice iiiilo their own net, and 
burn incense unto their own drag; because by them 
their pjrlioii is fat, and thf ir meat jilciiN 
Hah. i. ](). Yet there are some particulars iu the 
character of this potentate whicli piact' him in a very 
favourable point of view’ ; for on every occasion, 
when his errors were made manifest, he endeavoured 
to atone for them by a candid and public confession, 
in which he acknowledged the supremacy of deliovali 
in heaven and in earth. Troiu his conduct after the 



Tin: FALL OF NrT5i;CIIAl)NEZ?:Alt. 


.•■or 

fU'livf’ranro of tlie ])io» Jews, iwv] Iiis p'ltroiipj^r oi’ 
Diiiiirl, \>o lire \\ n rmitei -onsiiLi l!.n -p.'uf 
:h a convert to the trull* . t th').ii;li lie ro e al>ovo 
llie j>i cjiulicc.s of educiiti- lie uas nut at v>iiv’0 

iuoii^ht to an aci|uaintanrc \ iiis uwn heart, aiai 
an al)h()rrcnc<‘ <4 its corriiptiv : ills* secon'i liiero- 

^l\pliic:il iir< am was intoiuted i • . .iliice this elreet ; 

lor when lie w.i-. at iv^t in his -e, he‘ .^aw a tree 
stne.er ;ni<l i'hnn i''liin;^ ; its sc nit reniju d the 

clouds, and its blanches oversh.u .ved In', vast c: 
minions: it was huh Ji with fruit uid hixunant in 
folnoe ; the cattle reposctl m its sh ■! *, tiie ioe. ]>. of 
the air lod*^ed in its branches, and nn ^.^ude- part ook 
of its dt'lieious pnxiuotions. Vv h h tj;.* keej; • as 
conteinplatm^ tins lieautiful object, a i ehsiiai iu 'iij;, 
called a Watcher, and a i foly One, th sceudevi houi 
heavtm, and conunandtd tiiat the tree siiou'd ueliewu 
down, its bruiehcs iop|><*d oft*, iis fruit scath -ed, 
and nothing left of it b'Jt the stump of its 
in the earth. I'liis dicam, which noiit‘ of tiie Magi/ 
could iuterpiet, Daniel expouiidial with a troubled 
mind, but with the most r»criip:ilous iidelilv, siiowiug 
that it poi tended a feaiful t'alarnity to tht*. king, w hom 
In' advhe«l t ) prulit by the munition, in ‘‘ breaking olV 
Iiis sms hy righleoushess, and Ins ini(|nities by sliow- 
iiig mercy to the p<ior.” >»ol withstanding this extru- 
oidinery warning and honeit counsel, iXebuehad- 
iie//ar siiilered the whole to pa*>s away without 
a due improveuu nt ; and at the eiul of twelve mouths, 
as he was xvalkiug in Ins palace, he said, ‘‘ Is not tliis 
great l>alj)loi], wiiicli 1 have built for the scat of 
my empire, by tin* might of my power and for the 
honour of my majesty r*' No sooner liad he uttered 
tliese haughty expivs.iioiis than his gloiy departed 
IVoin Itim, a supernatural voice aiiiioiiiiced the execu- 
tion of the senlein e vxhieli had bci'ii predicted in the 
dream, and the same hour tlie monarch was driven 
iioiu men, and he did eat grass as oxeit^ and Ins body 
It 
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■was \\t‘t wiMi tlie <U^vof hcavcji ; lill liis Iiair va^ 
srruwii hkf fable's IViuhors, and h\y Mniis like Mni'*; 

^I'lns niriuiu'holv ui^oid»i* js drscnln.(i l)\ 
anc'uuit wiiters under the term of lyrandjr(»j \, ]>< niir 
llial spie'u's of madness in \\hi< li llw. ir'hapjrv ^id’^rur 
faneies iiimsclf a wolf, or st>me olin j Im usI of j>u\. 
Su(h vas the deplorable condition to whkh the luhr 
of this vast ('inpiie was recliiced as a punishment for 
Ills inoulinalc piide; and in this wretched stale of 
ilegradation he remained an exile from the com- 
inuniori of mankind during the period assigned b\ lh« 
eoniieils of Heaven. At the end of the appointed 
days his reason returned, and the lirst use he inaile of 
it was to lift his eyes in humble gratitude to the 
Aiuhor of the merciful judgment witli whirh lie had 
been visited, '^blial his repentance was sincere, is 
evident from the language of llie iicord which he 
caused to be made of the whole transaction ; for, 
instead of burying this portion of his life in oblivion, 
as most men would have done, the king published 
the narrative, w ithout any concealment or extenuation, 
addressed to all people, nations, and languages, 
in his vast dominion,” toneluding with this pious 
confession, ‘‘ No>v 1 JN ebuchadnezzar praise, and 
extol, and honour the King of heaven, all whose 
works are truth and bis ways judgment ; and those 
that w alk in jiride he is able to abase.” 

From this remarkable story we learn, that the only 
safe course to be pursued in prosperity, is, to keep the 
jiassions under subjection, to be walcliful ovt?r our 
hearts, and ti) pray conliniially, lest we enter into 
temptation ; but should the reverse of this befal us 
for our iiigratiliule and folly, lei us imitate the 
Haby Ionian inonardi,aud lift up our eyes in penitence 
to the Must High, “ whose <ioininion is an everlasting 
dominion, and- whose kingdom is from generation to 
generation.” 
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AUGUST Tllli THIRTEENTH. 

THE DEATH OF BEESHAZZAB. 

Daniel, V. C:5. — The God in n hose hand t/n/ breath 
is, and tvhose arc all ihy nays, had thou not 
gfori/led. 

w HEN Nebuchadnezzar, from the roof of liis palace, 
took a siirvev of the splmdid city wliich j^ave a name 
to li.'s vast dominion, the inagnihceiice of the spec- 
tacle elated lilin to such :i device, that he ascribed 
all the glory of the scene to his own happy genius 
and indefatigable exertions. '^I’lie degradation of this 
mighty inotiarch from the rank of Immimity to a 
bestad condition, was an indication of the fall of his 
capital and the entire reduction of hi>* empire. His 
.son, Evil Merodach, reigned only Isvo years, oeing 
succeeded by Belslui.-zar, In whose time the Medes 
and l\:rsians, under the command of C’^?us, laid 
siige to Bab\!oii, ih. ugh with little prospect ot 
success, on aecoimt of it^ lofty walls anil immense 
resources, by which tlie place was not t)uly seiuo'tt 
from assault, but provided with the nieaiis of sui> • 
sisteiice for many yeais. Such, indeed, \'.as the 
confidence of the sovereign and his coruipl court, 
that nothing hut gaiety and dthauclierN prevailed la 
the palace, while the rest of the iuiuihitants con- 
tiiiuaily beheld from the ramparts niimerou". encamp- 
incuts of various nations, ail combined against this 
proud mislre-ss of the eastern worhi. It was at this 
.period that the prophet Daniel, who now leii a re- 
tired life, obtained those Divine comuiiimi ations, 
which set forth the character and succession of the 
four great monarchies, agreeable to what had been 
exhibited in other, imagery to the pnis.rant king of 
Ihibyloii. The preparation for the lirst change was 
laid by Nebuchadnezzar himself, in his exlcusiv^ 
K 5 
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c >nquf sts and prodijrioiis arcTssion of territory, wliich 
biought into his capital an itinndatioii of wealth and 
luxury. 1 1 is grandson, Belshazzar, treated the 
danger by which he was menaced with so imich 
iiidifforeiK c and contempt, that while Cyrus was 
patiently labouring upon the means to get possession 
of the city, by divcrtitig the course of the river 
Kuphrafes out of its ancient bed, the infatuated 
monarch wasted his hours in riot and debaurliery. 
On the very niiihl when the Persians made ihcm- 
.selves masters of il.r place, tliey found the inhabiianrt 
tmgaged in ceh tjratmg a\i‘ail\ fe^ti\al with dancing, 
ifrmking, and ro\eiling: jt had been predu:ted 

by Jeremiah : ‘Mn tin i» heart I will inakt; their basts, 
and 1 Will make them drunken, that they ma\ rejoice, 
and sleep a pcrpeliial sleep, and not wake, sailh the 
Ijord ; and 1 w ill ma^ e drunk her princes and her w ise 
men, hercaptaiv,^ aiidhei ndeis, andher mighty men; 
liiid the} shall sieep a peipUuai sleep, atrd not wake, 
s'litii lli«. Kioi:, naiiic is the Lord ol hosts.” Jer. 

ii r'y*. /)?. Ill l!n^ of this sctaie the king, whose 

dnunv. s(‘ah d, niingh d impiety with his extrava- 
gance, 1>\ causing the holy vessels, wlnclj had be- 
1oiiL;cd tn the sanctuary at Jeiiisalein, to be brought 
into hi« pM seiice, arul praifaiied by lihatious to the 
iiatiorraJ i.Iols. Bui while Belsha/zar and his wives, 
cencubiries, and pi inces, were indulging themselves 
V. ;lii lh!‘i sacriiegions a superrraluial appear- 

Miet in t!.% dome above tliein dasbed the cup of plea- 
sure froiii their lips, and fi'Ud their hearts willi fear 
and h.oTor. i-AII the enests In held vvillr erpral arnaze- 
jiu nt the innu], as jI were, of a man liaciirg with 
1 tar^* (Cl lain unknown characters upon the 
wall, ovei'i'jainst the throne. None of the Magi 
could v«iUme to load the niyst<Tious writing; the 
news of which bang cjiiickly sjuead through the 
palace, r'cached the ears (d N riot r is, the queen-dow'- 
ager, who euteicd the buiiquctting-housc, uiid iu- 
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formed lirr son tliat there was a man in his city 
capable ot iiKiTprctiiig the words, and of expounding 
the oracle. The language of this illustrious woman 
show s that the [in aching of Daniel had not been lost 
in the court of Jhihylon, though the leigniiig sove- 
reign w'us forgetful of uhat had befallen his prede- 
cessor. Tile good queen, we find, would not grac« 
the irreligious asseinblv with her presence, till the 
intelligence of the wonderful appaiition, and the 
general alarm wliich it iiad occasioned, induceil her to 
render what assistan<»> she coulcl to tin* jierturbcd 
mind of 15elsha/zar, bv letting him know' where he 
could obtain counsel in tl:is perplexity, 4'hat the 
fpietn was a woman of genuine pi»‘ty, may be in- 
ferred, n'»t only from lier aliM nee at sneli a festival, 
but from tlie charactt r which she ga\e of the proplict, 
whom die de-^i’jnat' d as <mr who was under the ini- 
jiUAliaU^ indnenee of Ileawn, ajid actuated by an 
< \c(‘ll(uil spii It. iiat this exal’eil convert said of 
the accomplished and insp.ned min’ ter was made 
good by Ins deportment winai brought into tiie royal 
paviliv)!! ; where he, in li. In'*! pile e, reji’etfd wnli 
m xle.st fnnuiess the piod\red rewariK of the iif- 
frijlued king, whom in senmsly lepiovid for not 
liusing proiiletl bv llie remu.Kahle M'sil.nioa wineh had 
brought Ins grandialbei to ^ kn-nw llait the Most 
High ridelh in tiie kiiigu ;m of nnin nul (hat lie 
appointeth o\er it !ioinsoe\ci !.<■ w-il. The [no- 
phet, llii’.i, laiil bcfoie iiel. ha/.'ai the iniquity oi his 
whole reign, ami the pin ^icwlar enormity oi ojvpasing 
the 1^01 d of hea\en, by prosninting tlie sacied 
iessi’is to thv* honoiii of iC'clt vs idol''. 11 .'ving thus 
j)reached ‘‘ righte^nnan vj- anol ttm; .lance, jje pK)- 
ceetied to denoiinee the pu ‘ uneel t » i'onu’, in an 
explanation of the oiacn!..r s\mbol‘>, w' x'h 'ig sdi il 
the dissolution of tlu' kingdom, tiu* uei-.di of the 
inoiiart h himself, and ilie irairdtr of ail In', do- 
minions to the Medes and IVrsians. Lviiy part of 
\i G 
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llie exposition was fulfilled that very night ; for be- 
fore the meeting could break up, or each of ihc parly 
take steps for his own ])ersoi)a1 safety, the invaders 
entered the city, penetrated into the palace, and slew 
the king in the midst of his guards. Great and 
niarviHous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just 
and true aie thy ways, thou King of saints.” Kev, 
\v. 5. 


AUGUST THE FOURTEENTH. 

THE PKLTVEllANCE OF DANIEL. 

Daniel, vi. dclivcreth and rescueth^ ami 

he icorfict/i sfons and iconders in heaven and In 
earthy uho hath delivered Danu ! froni ike pouer 
( fthfi lions. 

SecjT was the pious cojifcssion of a great monarch, 
after liiivkig been the dupe of a wicked plot, and wit- 
j lesser! tlie power of (jiod in overturning the e\il 
nracliinutions of the conspiratois. The virtues of 
Daniel, and his extraoidinary qualifications, recom- 
mended him to the notu eof Diirius, who, on settling 
the dominion which he had just acquired, judiciously 
i:pf jointed this virliions minister to the highest station 
in the couiT of presidency over llabylun. He was 
led to ihi^' measure, no doubt, from tlie information 
which he had received of the wonderful portent that 
annouiK cd his conquest ; and it is probable that this 
accouiil made him inquisitive about the liistory of 
Ntbiicha.dm zzar, and his pielenialiiral visitations. 
These inquines would naturally excite admiration of 
the man l»y whom the oracular iiumifcstutions w^erc 
cxpiuincd ; and an acquaintance with him must liave 

f produced an esteem fur his unaffected modesty, tide- 
ity, and piety. Jiut the merit which raised Daniel 
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id the estimation of his lord, moved the envy and 
hatred of the courtiers, and particularly of those who 
were associated with him in the- government of the 
kingdom. They beheld his advancement with tli» 
jealousy of little minds, and dreaded his further ele- 
vation on account of his inflexible integrity. That 
these compeers of Daniel in the administration, 
^^elc primes of Babylon, seems plain from their 
knowlcge of his religious principles, and the artilice 
which they adopted to ctFect his ruin, grounded upon 
the })resuniption that their master, being ignorant of 
the faith of his favourite, would the more readily 
accede to the flattering, but fraudulent, project which 
they had devised. These deceivers drew up a decree, 
that no person in the empire slioiild dare to ofter 
prayer or petition of any kind, f^'f the space of thirty 
days, but to the king only. Though such an inter- 
dict may appear very extravagant, it was well calcu- 
lated to impose upon a prince, who must naturally 
be suspicious of die sincerity of his new' subjects, and 
therefore was the more easily persuaded to adopt a 
measure, the avowed object of which was to bring 
the loyalty of all his people to a certain test. In 
this insidious proposal the king saw nothing but a 
zealous regard for his honour, and the security of his 
governiiient ; for the cunning statesmen who coii- 
triveil tile edict, had taken care to make it seem a 
necessary provision for the unity of the empire. Had 
Darius viewed it in any other light, it is not likely 
that he would have given it his sanction, especially 
when by so doing he put it out of his power to save 
those w'ho might, through illadvertenc^^ or from con- 
scientious motives, become liable to the punishment 
enacted against offenders. This shows how cautious 
men oii;;ht to be, lest by an irrevocable engag ‘nieut 
they enter into concerns which may be injurious to 
their pt‘ace of mind ; and the whole naii.ilive a.'ort^s 
valuable lessons of iiistriictiuu for the conduct of life 
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in rvorv station ; teacliiii" those in authority to cxer* 
rise llieii power with <!ircnni.spcction ; and their in- 
feriors to take the Divine law for their j;uicie, with- 
out osteiitatioii in prosperity, or si i vile fear in llie 
litue of perst eulion. '1 hou<i,h I.)aniel was apj.ii/ed 
of what h:ui taken vhua . lie neither rernoiisliatt I 
with the kinp:, ii »r en !ia\oi.rea to iim us^p himself oi 
his adversarus; for as i 'k ei. e was eoiifirimd, and 
eniolhd aecoToinj: to liii* . ‘e ; :il laws of tlu* kin-- 
doin, he ehose r:i;i:i:v *' 1* sv< ui- vit < i -e of his 
cause in llit^ l ainN* l .u *«. • r;-k of 

a re\olnfion^ h\ » oaUj. • « ,• ui .■ t*) save 

himself from an op[ resM t ^ eJihi i w ould 

I;»^j l,\ a leinpni pn. . . it o> elti'l - the vijii- 

lanee o* thi»s« v ^ i» ti i'» , tiv^ . that they 

nij^ht be furnrh.’i! a. ii • .aU . ;•? : v i. u."aii»ai to ae- 
conipiisii hi*' (k^true*. *’ • ’ >\ k \ * s^ ,>! o' a 


dene<' \\(,uhl ' ei ^ -i !_ i' k *i a 

wa\ as Ivi Ij- «]!. ii • < . 'a * ^ ... »'•!{ 

thiv ...i j.*’* : . * •. . . ^ d 

CU‘‘.‘.OJH of W- ♦ . isj • e. * M . ,1- to I 

of o. ’■ » “oj-, . .w a' 

evil i’\‘.;ai[)ie si* iiiS oieiii’«a.. '[ \*. 4 )\ : 


jtnhh: post, asul liis leli^n it • . i ».. >\ ki'''\4n 
throughout 15uh , ion, if, mi’. . .»,• tlio ieiti r 

of t!a. ediel, he laid ni - l.i.'. li- *. .Hun"!, llie 

peopio would hu\e ihutighl ih.'il ins failh v\as desii- 
lute of a foundation.; 01 that liis pa 1% \\a\. nothnig moie 
than afTeelation. d’here was no loom f i r eompro- 
ni!se, in this iiistimec, between inleiest and consci- 
ence ; and Daniel was loo wis*- ami loo iniod to study 
any arts <if eon« ealn»enl, by v.hiih ilje liutli might 
he injured b\ his timidity, or the servants of (lod, 
di.iwii aside from their duty by his evasion. 'The 
p.'opliet, therefore, continued to pursue bis usual 
Collide, whi* !! soon gave the eoiifedeialcs an op- 
portunilv of rcjiorting his violation of the preeept 
to the king^ who saw, when it was too late, the 
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artful wickedness of the whole design. But the law 
being li\<d, and the proofs certain, nothing remained 
for llic .sovereign and hi.s faith fu! minister, i)ut a 
compliiinee with the dreadful SLUionee, which doomed 
the accused to be thrown to tii»‘ ii nis. When this 
< ’ • iition had passed, and tne signet was set 

i ji 'ii the door ot i\ c den, the en# ma s of Dann I re- 
joiced in liu .'.ucress ^ r ior M ii.'mCf |udj,ing, In yond 
ail doubt, that his a*, i ";w •?> "as -iine . tor, having 
no stm-o ! ' - diry were with- 

ou; a:e, *■ ■ . . •; » * ' I* ■‘ert;...n t>r appre- 

lu’:"'*):! ; ; ' - i But while they 

riVfjjid ii. « . < , . • * ‘ je king lamented his 

lo. D mi. i :• f ' ’ .. I dothk^d liy the ])o\ver 

<)1 (aoO, V lu- k* ' . -..vru "jift‘ in llie cavern of 

d-...d. 

' " -e^' '.It, Darius hastened 

. : ’ ‘ ». might wl)at 

.1 . » -niidoiice in* 

: t • . . * O', t' *-. . ',‘1 I he king, 

i'i --I ; ' . . . 1 I 4 .50*4 g' ing early 

< .-■ t« ' exhibits Ins cha- 

I.!.- • >»i *f Slew; and his snbse- 

4 -p. - -Iheiiiig condign |nmishmeut 

upon loa wi V h- ; ' loull\ abused iiis favour, 
pro\ts dial :he deV4./.jonal spirit, and miraculous 
didiverance of the prophet, wt're productive of an 
effectual conversion. Be.sid(’.s the practical insliuc- 
lion w hich we derive from this hislory for the regula- 
tion of our conduct, it contributes to the establisliineut 
of our faith, by exinbiling Daniel as a lividy ivpe of 
the Messiah, whom he so clearly foretold and mi- 
nutely (L scribed. As the accusers of this great man 
could lind no other occasion against him but what 
concerned his I eligion ; so the persecutors of .b sus, 
being disapi'oinled in their malicious iinpiiiJes, weie 
diiviMi to the necessity of lixnig tliv; cliaige of Idas- 
phcniy upon him; and us the envious courtiers pre.ssed 
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Darius with the imniulabilily of his decree, so the 
tSanhedrini urged their demand upon Pilate, \Aith lliis 
menace, If thou let this man go, thou ail not 
Caesar’s friend.” Daniel, in the den, ilgured the 
Messiali in the interval between liis erucilixion and 
resurrection; for as the one was kept safe from the 
ravenous animaU. so the other, b} his Di\iiu: power, 
stopped the lions’ moutli ; and notwithstanding the 
precaution of scaling the sepuiclne, Ih, like his 
faithful siM vant of old, arose with gh'vy from the slate 
of the dead, covering Ins inardcrers with, sliame and 
confusion ; “ So let all tlii.ie (.nernies j>erish, O 

Dird ; hut let them that love Inm be as llie sun when 
he goelh forth in his might.” Judges, v. 31. 


Al Gl ST TITD riFTKENTlI. 

Tin: SEVENTY WEEKS. 

Daniel, 1 \. 24, — Snrffi'y ic^ch. are (letenahteJ ttpea 
ihfj and upon ihu ho p eiti/, lo latlsfi the 

trans'j^rrtsuni, and to maki ’ui end oJ‘ i.latij arid lo 
main rcconuilialion for uiiqaih/, and lo hrin<f lu 
evei h'din*^ 7 igh/.eou.\nes\, and to aval up the vision 
and p'lopherify and to auoini the Alost IJofi/. 

So < Nplicit is this d(*claration, that tlie opponents of 
all revchilioii have laboiirtd haul lo destroy its Divine 
aulhorit), while the ancient ciumies c»f Christianity 
ba%e foidly endtavoured to vitiate the record, that 
till) ini^iit avoid Its application. Hut the piide of 
the one parlv, and the malignity of tlie other, have 
served t(> establish the evidence beyond all doubt, by 
bringing the whole question under repealed and ligid 
examination ; the result of which has been tlit ac- 
cm ate iiolalion of the period, and the precise di Ict- 
niinatiou of llie circuuislauccs, to which Itloiie the 
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piophccy ran possibly be rcftBrred. That the weeks 
iicre iiienlioncel art*, to be iiiulerstood not ot <Ja}S but 
veins, is agreed on ail liands ; therefore four huiidred 
and niiielv unnuai revolutions tnu.st be counted troin 
some ceitain era for the comi>leti(Ui ot wliat is here 
described cunceiuing tie people for whom Daniel 
praved, and their cilv, wliieh was tluai in riinis. '^1 he 
}»' lilt to be asc«‘i laiiK’d is the comnn. neement ot this 
eimnniatjou ; for it is observable lii.'t tlie reckoning 
wa> not to talx<' place lioni the <ia\ wh ‘U the iidoriu- 
ation wa- given, bn*, fnaii the goinir foiih ol the* 
i ooimamhin iit to icsiou and binhl Jerusalem. Now, 
:is' tiiMc weii; four mandates issued in luvour ol the 
J. a :sh e:*pli\es. it is neees^arv to eo.i^ider wliich ot 
till m V as till one le n- intended, "i lie iir-t was that 
ol Chrus • bill lii' d. v*iia‘ was not erfectual to the ini- 
ne liiate bene!:! of llie objo'-ts of it, ihongh undcnibt- 
‘'dly J proved tlie 'sisis of that which was passed in 
tilt reign *» r i> alius Hvslaspes, in the year live hun- 
diitl ami fifty Iieloro (Jaist. 'Ihis eihct, however, 
as wtdl as lh< former, wa confined to the re-edilying 
<»} the tem[)le ; whereas, the conimaiidment which 
L ni^titiite.s the angelical ('poch, extends to the re- 
newal of llie enlisv c sjhtal, logetlier with its holy 
place : and a grant to the tdfecl was actually passed 
in the sevenih vear of >\rta\erxes Dongiinaniis, who 
married Ksiher, and restored thejewisli constitution, 
both civil and irclesiastieal, without an\ restrictions. 
'I’he fourth and last decree to tliis effect, came from 
the same generous niouaieh thirteen veais after the 
former ; but a.-» it was nothing more than a recapitu- 
littion and confirmation of what had before been 
commanded, it cannot with propriotv be called a new 
edict, liy virtue of the impitriui dt eree, sent torth 
in favour of tlie captives after their miraculous deli- 
verance from the de.- 5 tructiou laid for tlu in by their 
inveterate enemy, they rose into political coiiseqiieiicii 
under tlie iw'o pious leaders, Jizru and .Ncheiuiah, 
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But the poing forth of the commandment mentioned 
b\ tiu' archangel, denotes somelliing more than the 
mere signing and sealing of a formal writing, and 
clearl\ expresses the act of the Almighty directing 
and over-uiiing ni< n as the inslrinnents of his graeious 
piJip(»so. No incident in the history of this reinaik- 
abh‘ people, after the revelation heie inadi* to J)anlel, 
so exacti'v comports with the nature of the message 
and the hmpaagt of the archangel, as that astonishing 
ciicuin^trii.cc, when an obscaire damsel was raised to 
the 1^ i .-lan th-ronc', tor th.e salvation td lier devoted 
In that ineiiKnahic* c\ent we have a li\ely 
jnctnrt ol the blessings here de'^enbed, as ilowing 
from the sacritice destiueil to “*liiiish the Iransgies- 
Sion, and to iiiake an end of sins, and to make lecou- 
eilialioii for inii|nily, and lo biing in e\eriasting 
iv!. Icons iLss/'* 'I'hen the commandimait did go 
fm 'h ediLacioie**ly in the lih: ration of the chosen seed, 
lo \.i Maijjle‘'t mtei position of Heaven; and it wan 
fv»h<es\c(1 by a roval edict esiabhshing liieni in tiieii 
CIV II rijjiits, and re^'toring the temple, willi its solema 
S:t.i\i‘:es. 'I'he seventh vear id Ailaxorxes in th^ 
tour hundred and liltv-sevenlh year before Cliiist; 
coiei (paentiv tlie reckoning of seventy prc>j>Iieti<’al 
weeks fioin thence, brings lo lle‘ exatt sea (in 
wiien Messiah, the IVince, was cut off accord- 
ing to tl'e oracu'ar assertion of the high jiiicst, “ that 
it was exjudlc iit one man should die for the people, 
and that the vJiole nation perish not/’ John, xi. .>(). 
Tiiis number of seventy wxeks is said to be detei- 
liijiied upon the Jewisii comniunity and its religi<ni» 
institution, by wliich ninst be understood a limited 
duration to bolli : and according to the prediction so 
was the fact; for the Messiah being cut off’, this 
jK opie had iu> j'>ngor a prince, and w ere speedily 
w'jilic^yt either a cilv, a sacrilice, or an oblation. In 
the prayer of Daniel we may observe that he re*- 
<j[uc.sts, on Uie behalf of the desolate banctuary, that 
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if uiny l.r yoniii \isitcd with ilic Divine presence; to 
Mliicli the eeJcstial jne-^senger cvitU'iitly alliuhis in the 
}>romise that tiie Most Holy slionUl be anointed to- 
^^ards the expiration of the allot ied peiiod. "I'he 
ll(»ly of Holies, wl.ieh was a term familiar to the 
Jons, a.nd understood by themi of llie most venerated 
or interior part of iht'ir saiu tuaiy , is here applied 
directly to ti.e Messiah. it was the established 
beliel, gronndcHl lijion Scriptmal auLhoriiy, thtit thtt 
]»rcsenee of Jeho\a[i was peculiailv manifest in the 
holy place; tin* arcKuisgel, theietore, tells the [)ro- 
phet that this fnincss of the iJeilv shall he at the 
time appointed, not in the niaU rial temple made 
■with hands, but in the person of the Most Hol\, or 
M essiali the L^riiice. Doth the n gal aiul saeeniotal 
chuiaeters w ere of old imparted b\ nnclion ; and as 
the Jewish higli priest, in particular, was so coii- 
♦•'♦crateH, that he mi^'ht o^^er saerilii.es for the i\pia- 
tioii of Sill, theiefore the Dniiie Person here spoken 
oi is said to be anoinied for the same purpose, that 
he miglii make an atoiie’neiit for im'piily, and bring 
in everlasting righteousness.” .Now it is obvious to 
ail who briieve the Seiip ures to be the w wid f)f (Jud, 
that this j.roplieey mu'st havi^ been fnlfilh d int*vt.i v one 
ot Its [lailft, or that the ble* >uigs here foretold aie \et 
to come. '1 liat liie se\eiity weeks have passed away is 
proved from this fact, that the existence t»f the Jewi''h 
j)r»lity, with tliti city and temple of Jcinsalem, is deter- 
mined or limited williiu that period; but the holy place 
ha^ been destnned for ages ; ami though the site of 
tliis ancient capital remains, it is in the hands of 
strangers; and the people for whom Daniel sup- 
plicated, have long been scattered over the face of 
the earth without a govciniiieiit which tht-y can call 
(heir own, and incapable of oftcring either sacrifice 
or oblation, according to the laws and iisagtf of 
(lieir fathers. Thus are wc then compelled lolook 
buck to some dciiiiitc era, when this illustrious orucle 
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received its accoinplishnicnt ; and here happily \\9 
shall heat no loss, or under any iincirtaint\, it the 
angelical inrorinalioii is seriously compared with ail 
the particulars of the Jewish histc/ry, down lu the 
termination of that state by the IU>nuins. 'The scat- 
tered desct iidanls of Jacob’s family ought to he fre- 
<]uent]\ impressed with the momentous trntii’* r(m- 
tamed in thi> awful decu'o, and, in the. language of 
ail apostk, ^M^et all the house of Nrat 1 kiiow 
assuredly that God hath made that same Jtsi»’^ 
whom their fathers ciucilied^ both Lord and Ciiiist 
Acts^ ij. 


AUGUST THE SIXl’EENTIL 

THE END or PltOPHECY. 

Daniel, xii. 9> 10. — The xcordb are closed up and 
seated liU the time of the end. Many slta/l he 
juuijied, (uul made ichile, and tried; bat the 
ten Led shad da 7civLvdiy; and noac af the xeieked 
shad understand ; but the zcisc shad undet staiuL 

T Ills answer of the archangel, to llui iiii]>ortunale 
miesiion of Daniel conceining the teiniinati(»n of the 
wondeis which had been eiiibleniaiicaliv exhibited to 
him, teaches us tlie projier use of the in}slie Scrip- 
tures, particularly with legurd to those predictions 
which remain to be fullillecl. So far from discourag- 
iijg the leading of tliese recondite writings, the laii- 
guagt^ of the celestial interpreter, in unison with what 
occurs in otlicr parts of the Sacied Looks, announces 
a bles^ing upon those who shall diligently contem- 
plate tliese holy oracles. It is indeed laid down as 
one the signs by which the predicted events shall 
be known, that in the latter days, when the most 
stupendous revolutions are about to take pluce^ they 
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Wiio figure the most conspicuously in them will be 
scoircrs of the tnitli, and wilfully ignorant of the 
prophecies. The agents most concerned in vciifying 
ihe^'C Divine declarations, arc not void of intellect, 
thougli they ar(; said to want understanding. On the 
conliary, they have sagacity enough in things of na- 
tural science, and are indefatigably industrious in 
opposing tlie cause of righteousness. If we examine 
the predictions wliich have been fulfilled, and com- 
pare them minutely with the correspondent [)ages of 
history, we shall find that the enemies of religion 
have contributed eftectiially to its evidence, while 
tliey persecuted its votaries and ondeavoinaai to un- 
dcrniine its autliority. Thus, in particular, when 
the Messiah appeared at the lime appointed, with 
all the characleristies previously defined, sueh was 
the wavward malignity of infidelity, that llie obdui ate 
ruh'i'h pursued the very course wliich terminated in 
the literal accomplishment of these prophecies, 
w herein ho w as described as being cut oft' bv a judicial 
.‘‘cntencc, executed according to an ignominious form, 
^•ilfereut fioin any punishment in use with the Jews. 
Now, at tins very period llierc was a general expect- 
aMoii of the anointed Duo, not only among the 
p'opli* who were the depositaries of the sacred 
■<;ra? h s, |)ul the sun oiuuling nations ; which hope 
must ha\e been fouiuled upon some prophecy, fixing 
the blissing of delnerauce within certain limits. 
^^ hal tlie era was we have already seen, and upon 
that declaration alone could the confidence liave been 
built, by which so many were iudueed to look for 
the eoiisolatiou of Israel,” since there was no other 
c hronological niai lv to ascertain precisely the season 
w hen the Kedeenier should be revealed than this, that 
ieventy weeks weie detoriniiied to “ expiate siii, to 
make reconciliation for inicpiity, and to bring in ever- 
lasting righteousness.” Kotwilhstaiiding lhis,^wlien 
tlial day daw ned upon those who W'eie in possession 
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oi tlio proniisrs, sucli was the general pride and iii- 
sensihilitv, that because llic Saviour came mei'l. and 
V ilhoiit the pomp of war and the parade of 
worldly gnnideiir, they hid their faces from him, 
and pinceedi d to the extreme of impiety, by denying 
tlieir Chxl and King, when, to obtain tlieir murderous 
widi, the} vociferated, We liave no Lord but 
Ciesar/’ 'fliis was no more than what had been 
rep(a!<dl\ pndicttd ‘‘at sundry times and in diners 
manneis by the projdn ls ; ’ } el the rulers, and llie 
nation at large, who were guilty of this apostasy, still 
adhered t( naciously to their religious profession, and 
allectid great re\er(‘nce for the iiis})ired ritings, 
■wiiile they were acting against the Divine law, and 
realizing all tliat the. holy men of old, under the 
diiection of the Spirit, had left upon record as 
descri|)tive of llie latter davs of the .lewish coinmori- 
wealth. Jn like manner we are assund tlial the 
second advent of the Messiah shall be disdinjiii* hed 
by the prevah ncc of infidelity, and a laxity of pri)!- 
cjpie aliiK»st universal, in the midst of (Jod’s Judg* 
menls and the visible accomplisbnicnl of ili's 
})hrci<‘S. "J'he aieljangel, in rej)ly to the iiupiii v of 
Danirl, savs, that “ though many shall be puriiieil 
and nia<le white,’' yet this will be done in the wav of 
trial, whiclj lie immediately afterwards e^J)lains, by 
cUlineating the disposition and conduct of their op- 
poiH iils, who “ will do wickedly that is, they shall 
set ihrmselves agajiisl the righteous, and labour with 
malicious yxiil to counteract the cause of tiulh. 
What was heie madt* known to the j)roph('t, as cha- 
ra( teri.'jtie of his comiliy nit ii in the lime of iheii first 
visitation In^loie the extiiietioii of tlieir teinjioral 
institute, was literally fulfilhdin the sjiiiit and he- 
Jitiviour of that geiieiatioii of nu'ii who heheid thtt 
miracles of our J.iu'd, ami wondered; who lieard his 
ductiiiies, and admired his eloquence ; yet with all 
ihis :s])lendc»ur of evidence and power of couvictioii. 
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tlioy shut thfir eyes and hardened their hearts, agree- 
able to what liad been long before foretold, “ Hear 
ye, indeed, but understand not ; and see ye indeed, 
but pt‘i’(*eive not.” Is. vi. fK But though the repre- 
sentnlion hero made to the prophet Daniel was pri- 
marily \erilied in the persons who brought on the 
destruction of the Jewish polity, it reaches also to 
the time of th(‘ end, and will be found to tit with 
the ulinost exactness the age in which the hidden 
mysteries will be evolved that shall usher in the 
Lord of Glory. It is his own declaration, that 
because iniquity sliall abound, the love of many 
shall wax cold” (Matt. xxiv. 12) ; which paints coii- 
cisoly, but forcibly, the same scene as that skclcluMl 
by the archangel, and shows that the doprasity ot 
iiianncrs will \vt‘akon the inth.nmce of truth, and that 
amidst the pride of knowlege and tluMkdrst of d>- 
covery,* of God will belittle regarded, a'l.l 

the contonfs of his revelation treated wl:h htdii- 
ferenee. In such a slate of things ihe Sacred Keeojvlji 
will not be understood bv tht»se who \icl(l fu the 
geiural coirnplion; in)t th.at t!iey are detleitnt pi 
< apucit Y, but b(*cause they went liu* \v:l! atid ineiina- 
tion lo study and profit by them to advantage; so 
that, witli respect to dieir jiulgmeiit and imjirovement, 
ihcic wnlings are no better than a sealed b >ok. But 
it is added, that the wise shall uudei stand by 
whom are meant not the keen and penetrating, the 
profoundly learned and inquisitive spirits usually dc- 
sjgnaled by that appellative, but ihiw who seek for 
wisd^Hii with a hinnble and teuehable mind in these 
oiiicles, as containing the wvuds ofeteinai iJ'e, ami 
w ho turn all the iufurmalion deiived from thence lo 
their own edification and the benefit of the splicre in 
wiiich they move; thus bringing upon tlieinselves that 
blessing, They lliat be wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the lirmament, and tht\v that turn many 
lo righteousness as the stars for ever and tver.” 
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AUGUST THE SEVENTEENTIJ. 

THE REDEMPTION OF ISRAEL. 

llosca, iii. 5. — jlftencard shall the children of 
Israel rehirr and seek the Lotd their God, and 
David their ki?fg ; attd shall fear the hold, and 
his goodness, in the latter daj/s, 

Tims prophet disrharged his high ofllce in four 
succ<'s>i\o it igns, and lor tlie long ‘jpurt! of seventy 
\c;]js. 1 nlike the othcM inspirtd \m iters, who mix 

^\ilh their predictive flocriptions of the chosen 
pf eple imu’Ii that n lales to tin' history of other 
nation*', IJoseu coiilinf's hiinsrll gtau rally to the 
po^leiity (>l ,Iacob. lie indices, indeed, the con- 
^eision of the (ii'iililes, and he has olr*ri^ ^({\ 3 ision’< 
!o >oin<* <»f the mysteries of Jedeinption, 
to the calling r»f oiir J.ord from h-g}pt, the i\ e- 
tion on i1k‘ third day, and the final triumpli of the 
jVh ssiah and iiis pe<*p!e o\ei death and lu ll. Ihii 
c\en lln.'f' suhjj eia are louciied briell\ and sparingly, 
llioiigh, tiom the maunerin whn li they art* introduced, 
and the ohscurity spread ovei other parts of this 
ancient hook, the wlnJe pioplut \ ina} |ustl\ he con- 
sidered as covering, in llu lepieseiilatioii of l.'^iael and 
dndah, a view ot GodV dealings with his ehnrcli, 
till the coiisLimmatioii of all thing.''. "J'o this .symbo- 
lical sense we are led hy tlie very remarkable, and, 
as it .should .seem, perplexing circunislaiiee, relalcil 
of the prophet hiiirselt, and of his iiiarnage with an 
incontinenl ^^oman. li has bt i ii inattei ot much 
discussion, whethei this was a real or only a VLsionaiy 
transaction ; but in either case it was clearly emhle- 
iiiatical, and as .sucli, each of the parties in this ex- 
traordinary uiiKui must be considered. 'I'he woman 
ligured the Hebrew uatioii, and her iinmorulity !»«- 
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fore niarriagd, agreed to the depraved state of Jacol/s 
family at the time of their visitation in F^gypt, and 
their being betrothed by a solemn contract as the 
spouse of Jehovah. * The wife of the propln*t, after 
bringing him a son, relapsed into hiT former courses; 
and the offspring of this promiscnoiis commerce con* 
stitule a distinguished portion of this history. J'hat 
the three childieu \\<!re t\pi<*al cliaracters, is evident 
trom their names ; the first being called Jczrael, or 
the seed of (iod and the others, Lo-rubamah, or 
unbeloved,” and lA>-anmii, wliich literally meaiis, 
not iny people.” The legitiinale son represcnli'd 
the true servants of God belonging to all the twelve 
tribes, and who in the limes of the» greulest degene- 
racy w(jrsliipped the everlasting Ciod in the hope of 
the Kedeemer to come. These were a holy seed ; 
(he genuine sons of the Most High; hegoUen of him 
to a 'Vniirat.i,v^)e, and the early seed of tliat clnircli 
eafneslly^ii at last embrace all the families of the 
earlii. "I’liese are .fcziael, tvpilied by the pi'^pliet’s 
own son and lightful heir, as the chiltlien of God 
and heirs of the promises. ’^J he lirst issue, of the 
adulterous connexion which the woman formed was 
a female, and die wickedness of her sex aptly 
figured tlie enfeebled condition (>f isiael, after 
die separation of the ten tribes from the house 
of David, till they were utterly cut oft' and scal- 
lered upon the face of the earth. 13ut the last 
was a son, born after the weaning of his sister, whicli 
is a circumstance of considerahlo mT)ment to the l ight 
understanding of this mystic scene. As the child, 
wlieii depii\(*d of its inolher’s milk, depends for its 
stippen t fore ign alimeiil aiul natural strength ; so 

the ten tribes, in tlicir exile, were left wiiliout die 
nurture of the Dhiiie truth and the ordinances of 
religion, 'I’boy have been mingled with the rest of 
mankind, and are destitute of any better guide in 
moral action or hope of future happiness tiiau what 

. VOL, M. 
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is aftbrclcd by mere natural reason, llie imporfoct 
h^ht of tradition, and the akl of human pliilosophy. 
'^I he sex of the eliild born after the expulsion of I lie 
former, denotes llic strength and vigour remaining in 
tlic other brancli of the Jeuisli family, very diftV renl 
from the weakened state of the discarded kingdom 
previous to its fail. Nor have the t\>o tribes ever 
.suffered so total a dereliction. '1 he ten were abso- 
lutely lost to the world soon after their captivity. 
They liuve been no where to be found for many ages, 
and know not v^liere to find themselves; though vve 
are assuroii tlu'y will be found again of God, in the 
day wiien be shall make up his jewels. Jhit the 
people of Judah have never ceased totally to exist. In 
their eaptivity at Hahylon they lived a separate race, 
respected h\ tlieir conquerors, rrom that captivity 
they rttiirneil. They became an opulent and power- 
ful state, formidalile at times to the ri^JJ^we'rs of 
SM'ia and i-: 4 >pt ; and held in no small coivideratioii 
h\ the lioinan people, and the first emperors ot that 
mighty power. Evcai in their present state of ruin 
and degradation, without territory and without a 
politv of lh(Mr own, such is the inasculiiie strength of 
suffering with which they are endued, they are still 
♦‘xtaiit in the world, a separate race, but not as 
<jod’.s people, otherwise than as they are reserved for 
signal miuey. '^Fhe adulterous wife, taken again 
under the protection of her husband, yet witiioiit 
being restored to the conjugal privileges, is a lively 
picture of the Jewish people, kept by Divine Pro- 
vidence in all the vicissitudes of fortune, hut not 
made partakers f)rihe Gospel Jiberly, till the seasoii 
of trial shall be complete^!. As the offending female 
was made to tarry in a state of seclusion many days ; 
so f 'od’s ancient inheritance must remain under a 
cloii.i. laid be divided from the rest of the woild till 
the appointed time, when, the veil being taken from 
their minds, they will return and seek Jehovah tlieir 



rilK RV.DKMXniON OF ISRAEL. 41 1 

<io(l, aiui submit to the Messiah, or UaviiJ their 

The rcstiiclion »jf the Jews from idolatrous prin- 
eiples and practice, is thus expressed in tlie oracle, 

J'iiey sliall be without kinijf, and without ruler, and 
without sacriiice, and without statue, and vvilhout 
ephod and leraphiiii.” It is a striking feature in the 
history of this wonderful people, that in all their 
changes and troubles since the last captivity, they 
have never beeiuseduced to paganism or Jloham- 
mcdanisni. .If they have liilhcito resisted tlie evi- 
dence of the Gospel with obstinacy, it is creditable 
to their firmness that they have also withstood the* 
delusions of imposture and the arts of corruj>tion. 
Such has been their sincerity in temptation, anti for- 
titude under persecution, that while wo pity ihcir 
blimliiess w’e cannot withhold from them the fributc 
of admiration, wliich will stinudate us to labour 
earnestly for their conversion, and to pray for ihe 
liasteuiug of that day when there shall be one fold 
and one Shcplierd.” John, x. Ki. Too many piom 
Chi islians have narrowed the prophecies wLicli 
afliiin the rcstoiatioii of Israel, by ct)iiruiiiii» lh(»m tcf 
the pvai^al of our l^ord’s first aflveut ; and in so 
iioing they have uniiiiciuioualiy obscured >ome of tlio 
most saldiiiie poi tio.io of ivvelatioii, dishonoured the 
Divine nllributcs, and given a liar.sliness t<» the 
scheme of reiiemplion totally contra; v to its fuiubi- 
int i.lal plMi, ami subve rsive of its In uev\ lent objearts. 
'i'he whole leiiour of the Sacred \\ iitings exhibits a 
far difl’ercul system, and one more consistent with 
the ideas of iiiiinile wiwlom and boundless love in 
the Creator of the universe, who also is the L»'- 
deemcr of man. dlie declaradons of proplicry 
agree with the e\i<lence of history, and they ex- 
plain the cause and design of that appeaiaiicc: 


* Preface to Bishop Horsley’s liosea« 
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"whicli is SO iinaccoiiiitabic to llie philosopliiail 
scrptic, llic fsiibsi.sleiK'e of llie Hebrew nutioii, as an 
insulated I'.eople, amidst the revolutions of einpiies, 
the iiiictuations of opinions, and the evei-vai\ing 
fashions of inaiiKiiid. 'That thev an* so ])ieseivtd, 
mIicii all oul\Aai(i eircinnstances combine to alienate 
tliem from a Iroublesome and ilespised jirofession, is 
a fact which, wlille it calls for the s(*iions considera- 
tion of every man, ou<.>ht to iinpiess the believer with 
«enliiiieijls of gralitmle and (harity, kn(»wing that 
‘^lluieis no essential difference between the Jew 
end the Cireek ; for the same Lord over all is rich 
unto all that call upon him.*’ lioin. \. 12. 


AUGUST THE EICillTEENTH. 

VICTOUY OVr.R DKATIl. 

Hosea, xiii. 14. — / xcill 7‘atfsom llteni frovi the poicvr 
uf the ^rave : I retU redeem {hem from dctUh : () 
death y 7 /// he ifn/ p/(f^ueb ; O gcuii', 1 icitt he 

thy (Jcdrucihm. 

Tl nr. primary meaning of this passage is that of 
deliverance from captivity, and the lestoiatinii of 
civil life and libeily, which had, as it weie, bteii lost, 
by an ac t of hiiicid(', agreeable to the j>iophi !ie 
complaint, “ () Israel, thou hast deslruye<l thyself, 
but ill im is tliiue Ik l]>.” if, however, tin re%ival of 
the afflieltd peciph* from their state of politieal dealli, 
bo the immediate object of the promise, and that to 
whieh llie liopes of tin* failidul and llie peiiiU nt are 
here diieetod, tlie J)ivino apostrojihe goes be>ond 
tlic mere iilea of temjioral iiiercv and the d< struct ion 
of tyrannical power. Erom the Aj'osth ’s citation of 
this sublime cpinicium in his argumentative discomst* 
on the future life, it is plain that lie understood the 
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whole prophecy as descriplive of man’s condition by 
iht; fall, and of his recovery througli the death and 
rcsnijcctioii of Christ. 'Jliis spiritual construc- 
tion of the oracle is so far from being at variance 
W'itli tiic literal application, that it is in fact the 
proper use to be made of the whole ; for as we are 
assured, on the authority of inspiration, that ail the 
recorded transactions of Israel were typical events, 
the predictions relating to the same iianon must also 
be considered as having a reference to the church of 
wliicli that coiiimunity was an emblem.' 'The lan- 
guage in which the triumphant prediction is conehed, 
and the awful imagery adopted, afford still farther 
proofs that someihing more grand and terrible is 
here intended than the simple rescue of men from 
the yoke of earthly bondage, and the pf>itring out - c»f 
vengeance upon tlieir cruel oppressors. Vei bally 
rendered, the dcuimciution and its context will urn 
thus: “Tile children are in the opening ; from tlie 
power of Hell I will redeem them. hVoin l.)eiuh I 
will recover them. Death, I will he tliv pc'.slilence ! 
IlcH, I will be ihy burning plague !” This personi- 
iicati(in of two objects the most fearful and yet the 
iiTost iiit< resting to vwry serious miinl, is a f nll indi- 
cation of the ancient belief in a separate slate of con- 
seion>in ss after the extinction of animal life, and tlie 
pK'phelic threatening as clearly points to some dt ter- 
ininale [u riod fur the nianifestatitm of the Di\ine 
glors aiul the s'dvalion of man. '1 he woial here 
tr-apsialid, Ihll, sign'ii*'^ in the oriiiiiral tiu' geneial 
hahilaiion of depart* d sonis, and h\ no means ’.s to 
• he talvt n in that too common .'eii'^e i;f the jd.ico of 
pimislmunt. Ihit even the laiglisli tciiii, in its 
priiniti\(' acceptation, is free from tins lim»t«'d and 
luniendons sense, din(»ling nothing more ilian in- 
visihiiih, or a place that is hiilden from luimuii 
observation, and impossible to he discovered by the 
sense.;. The I lehrtw w ord, and its corresp.oudcnt 
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one 111 the New I'est anient, conveys no other idea 
than that of the receptacle of disembodied spirits ; 
and to this agrees the article of the Apostles’ creed, 
vlicre we profess it to be our belief that the soul 
of Christ descended into hell.” 

Now the unknown region so denominated, was 
neither the state of supreme felicity nor the place of 
torment ; for to the seat of bliss our Lord did not 
ascend till he carried his body tliither, and yet he 
assured the penitent thief on the cross, that on the 
very of sutfering he should be with him in para- 
dise. 'j'his state of rest and enjoyment, then, to 
which the soul of l!:e converted malefactor was car- 
ried, was the identical hell, or the place where 
Christ spent the intermediate time between his death 
and resuiTeclioii, Here he proclaimed redemption, 
and made known the triumph of the Cross to those 
who bad died, fiom the beginning of the world, in 
fartli and re|)entancc. J)eaffh and Hell are per- 
conihed logcllier ; both aie represented as the en- 
sljwers of man, and therefore both are threatened 
with destruction fiom the presence of the Most 
On dils account it may be said, that if by 
the foruier \vt are to under.stanil a stale of stenrtty 
and prepaiatoj y bliss, it cannot \\ itln ul vifdtnce be 
called tin; enemy of man. ibil siidi an objeetiwMi 
can be of no wi iglit ; for as death itself was not the 
stall' to whicli llie Author of iiatnie (ndained man, 
so the coiiiiiiion that succeeds it is diflcrenl from 
V. hat would have bi en his poitioii had he preseiAccI 
liis intt'tiiity. Ill nee it is that thcae is something 
i’(};ui.sivL in the one and awiiii in llie other, even to-^ 
the ti:inest ninais, wLich wouUl not have been the* 
case if the oiigir.Jii con^'titution of onr frame had 
-rendered this ciiange in the mode of being nece^sai \ 
to its iinjirovement. Hut the Sacred Ouieles iinorni 
\is, that the evils allied to mortality were accidiiilal, 
and resulted from llic ii regularity of man in clitK^siiig 
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to follow the impulse of his appetite and the siig- 
geslioiis of an artful tempter, rather than confmc 
himself within the bounds of obedience to his 
^Maker’s will. In aspiring to a superior rank, con- 
trary to the tenure b\ which he held what heeiijo\ed, 
man fell under the dominion of death, lint when 
the sentence was denounced against llie ofi’enders, it 
was accompanied with a ]>roiiiisc, that “ the seed <»f 
the woman siiould bruise the serpent’s head.” U liat 
W'a5 enigmatically expressed whtn the transgression 
came, is here uttered in a strain of exultation by the 
Saviour himself, who, alluding to the venomous 
poison of sill, which gave a temporary advantage to 
the adversary, saya, that he will he to him also a 
plague, sore, and pestilence. But the destruction 
of the evil one, properly so called, as the source of 
all mischief, could be of no comfort to man without 
the remedy of his disease^ and a restoration of that 
life which was lost by his disloyalty. Death, and tlie 
slate to which it leads, is the consequence of sin, Jet 
the manner of the dissolution be w hut it may. If 
the souls of men were lelt without the means of 
advaneeuient in know lege, and the attainment of a 
hjglici- degree of happiness, the consciousness of 
cwisteiiee would be a perpetual torment. ^ et such 
is tlje siliiatiun in which all are placed, and from 
which nothing short of Xidinite Power and a perfect 
righteousness ccmld possibly raise us to meet 
associaU.s with those orders of intelligence who have 
never di viated from the law of their nature. It is evi- 
dent then ihut the destruction of litalh, in every form, 
is essential to the felicity of those wlu) are kept by it 
from the possession of ev«*rlusling life, and wliich 
consists in the fruition of His favour “ who.'-e ]>re- 
sence is fullness of joy, and at wlio^e light-hand are 
pleasures for everinoie.’’ Ps. xvi. I 1. 

'1 his is the great end of the cuiidiet here anticipated 
by the prophetic deseiiption, in which the Mighty 
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\irtor assures to his people as complete a redeiiiptioti 
Irom mortality, and all the defects connected with it, 
as if no separation had ever taken place between the 
human soul and the fountain of its existence. AH 
must alike >ield to the Judgment A\hich made the 
e\tincti(»n of animal life the necessary effect of sin ; 
but in the dealli and resurrection of Chiist, every 
believer sees the ransom for his own deliverance from 
the temporary dominion of the grave. He can theie- 
tore adopt the language «if the Apostle \\hen about to 
iiH-ct llic king of terrors, and say, ‘‘ The sting of death 
is sin, aiul the strength of sin is the law.' Ibit thunks 
be to God, who givetli us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.'^ J Cor. xv. 56, o?. 


AUGUST THE NINETEENTH. 

THE CLEANSING OV BLOOD. 

Joel, iii Cl, — For I ccUt cleajme their hloot] that 1 
hme not c tea used ; for the Lord diceilcth in 
Zion, 

The prophecies of Joel were probably delivered 
about tl»e same period with lho.se of Ho.sea, but with a 
remarkable difference in the style of composition ; 
that of the latter being .sententious, abrupt, and ob- 
scure, while the former is di.stinguished by copious- 
nes.s and perspicuity, animated dcseriplion and pa- 
thetic appiicuti<jn. In the first cliaptcr, and part of 
llic secfind, tin* propliet denomiceth the Divine jinlg- 
nieiits np(ui the land In the visitation of two enemies 
#‘C]ua!ly dreadful in their progress and the effects of 
their inxa.sion. No language can exceed, if indeed it 
possihh' for an\ l<» ecjual the sublime, but terribh , 
picture here given of the lo<,u>ts, whose ravagi s :n<; 
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mill boliinrl tliem a flame burnetii : tlie land is as tlie 
garden of Kden before them, and behind thi in u 
desolate wildeniess.” This agrees with exact riiiiuite- 
ness to the fearful change jirodiiced by these formi- 
dable insects whi'rever tliey come, which is always in 
such numbers and coinpact order as to baffle all 
resistance and to darken the vei} atmosphere. W'liat 
they do not devour is scorched and rendered black by 
their toui*li, so that the trees which llicy have stripped 
appear as if scathed by lightning, -.md the country 
that becomes the scene of their devastations is quickly 
made a frightfid desert, though it was just before 
floniishmg in ve rdure like the garden of the Lord, 
'riiat famine follows this fearful judgment is no more 
liiaii what might be expected lioni suidi voracious 
iieatiisis, wlu) (‘onsume as they pass the iiidustiy of 
M-ai'i, aiul iie\er leave a spot till thc\ have completely 
laid It wa^te. Such are the ministers of vengeance 
tineati'iied to be sent against impenitent .hidali; but 
iveii these dislruclivc armies, with their allendaut 
evils, are Iriding compared to the hm’roiirs oi’ whit h 
the> are the prei ursois aiul emblems. 'I lie abuse of 
the |>ivine mi leies very commonly brings on a cala- 
mitous ih-ps ivation of ihein ; and this change of con- 
dition^ if it be not dtd\ improved by an aiteiation id' 
nianntt's, as usaalK leads to still heavier and inoie 
exteuMvi evils. '^Iduis llie plague of locusts vv Im li 
inh stt (1 .iiidca pinved a c< i tain sieii to tlie pe ople 
that the othei [ircdietioiis would be certainlv veiilied, 
and that with mt a timely repe ntance n!oi\ teinbie 
cnemii - than these win at iianil in t!;e pcisvm.s of the 
Ciiaidieaii', who sliouid liiiish the work of nun by 
sweeping the laud and n moving ib inhaoitanis. Hut 
the piuphecy gties still farther, and liescnbes the^ 
revolutions whieli shall take plaee in the great day of 
till Jjord, cou.pndiending the whole space of time 
from his first to liis seeumd advent. Cireat part of 
wbut ib here said of the locusts and those whom they 
s o 
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primarily fij^iired, cannot be understood in a literal 
sens*' ol’ the one or the other, and must therefore 
have a future and more enlarged application. 'Fo 
the character of the liomans and their extensive con- 
quests tl)is picture agrees in every respect ; and tliat 
tlie prediction naturally reaches to that period when 
the Jewish polity \\as ended by them, is apparent 
from the rinoct application of part of this very pro- 
]>he<*y to the day ol Pentecost by the Aj»ostle. Sur- 
lounded by men v.i'il acquainted uith the Scriptures, 
‘and particularly attentive to the oracles that con- 
cerned the fate of their nation, St. Peter vvordd never 
have applied the promise contained in the liooK of 
Jtu l to tlie miraculous eflusion of the Spirit, if the 
pnqdieey h.ud been considered as UiHilled. His 
ciJition ot tl’e pa'^sage, whicli foretells an nneom- 
niou iiicn ase (d* JJivine knonlege b\ the outpouring 
of th*‘ <'.1 inspi.mion u|)on ail descriptions of 
pcrscai^'^ ‘liows, that wlratever may be lin* inchoate 
accomplislinu nl of Joel’s piediclions, tin* entire 
c omph.tiop. ol them v. ill not take place till tin day of 
the nhen Judah .shall d\wli forever, 

and Jt'iieaL »n f;om gencialit)n to g* nt rulion.’' This 
i:atheiinu has iM v-ir ^el be< ii Mrtnt •^sed : fur thuuAi 
tin* t\^r! tiibe.*- did return trom eaplrwiy, and ei!j<»\ed 
pee e ami pM*-’}',* ril\ lor ‘-^mie }eais, y l the liampid 
svasoTi was followed bv a seiich <d troubles, till the 
.‘■Lite ht * ame a Kuinun pisAince, and was 
aiUi'wmiis ntUij) extint»nished, nceoidmg to wtrat 
wash. 1 * foretold ; “ 'I’he sun f^liall be tinned inlit 
da.kneNS, and the moon irno blood.’' 'J 'lie.se 

5|.i*n:hu iuurg^ ^ aie u.sed to repu''tiit the civil 
an 1 t ctle: ia'^iical in.^tilnlioiis belonging to the chosta 
people, and s])L( ialiv imparled to tln in from heaven. 
3iul the (»j.e was ohhteialed, and the olhtr hi'^t it** 
lustre, when the infatnatea natiuii rejicted their 
Saviour, and brought down ins blood, witli lion id 
-imprecations, upon the liead.s of llieinselves and upon 
tlieir cLildrtu.” Vet we iiiul the rulers of the same 
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people complaining of ihc Apostles, that by their 
pi caching they fillcil Jerusalem with the doctrine of 
Jesus, wliose blood was charged upon the Sanhe- 
drim diat had condemned him. I'hey were, it seems, 
highly offended at being thought guilty of injustice in 
persecuting the innocent to death ; and this very 
declaration w'as an admission, that if they had no 
ground of accusation against our Lord, his murder 
was a national crime, and consequently that his blood 
lay upon all who either actually condemiu:d him, or who 
participated in the offence by rejecting him as the Mes- 
siah. The time, however, is coming w hen his Divine 
authority shall be ackuowleged, even by those who have 
hitherto denied him; and when his blood, instead of 
King upon them for judgment, shall be turned into a 
stream of healing virtue, cleunsiug them from all 
impurity, and purging aw'ay iiiupiity from Jacob;” 
foi as ‘‘ Christ was once offered to bear the sins of 
many, so unto them that look for him shall he ap- 
pear the second time, without sin iiitto salvation.” 
ileb. ix. 28. 


AUGUST THE TWENTIETH. 

THE TABERNACLE RESTORED. 

Amos, ix. 11 . — In that ihuf xcill I ra 'r^e up the ta- 
bernacle of David that is faflctiy and close up the 
breach ‘*8 thereof; and 1 uill raise up his ruins, 
and I ikrill build it as in the dai/s of old. 

^riiOUGii Amos was not educated in the schools of 
the prophets, nor bred in the inaiiiiers of polished 
life, his style is energetic and beautiful, rich in de- 
.scriplioii anti sublime in sentiment. Much ol his 
imagery is drawn from rural occupations anil the 
various scenes of nature, which is accounted for by 

s G 
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his employment of kce|Ting cattle and the place ol liis 
residence, \^hieh was on the borders of the wilder- 
ness. He was cotcinponiry with Hosea, and like 
liiin Amos ]>rophesied chietty concerning Israel, 
"whose caj)liviiH's and excl>i()n he foretold by the sign 
ol an edijjse of the sim in the midst of a .solemn 
festival, ilut though he denoimces the Divine jmlg- 
iiienls against the chosen people for their inxnry and 
oppressioii, idolatry and injnslirc, he intermingles 
tlireatenings against otlier nations, and c!o‘«es his pre- 
dicticiiis w ith a promi.se of recc.\ery to the house of 
Jac(d>. l^he di'^persion of the twelve tilhes repre- 
sented by an embh i»i perfeetly snita!)lt^. t»> tlu- eir- 
enmstanees of those w ho are the ohji cts compari- 
son, but so unlikely to oceur, that nothi:«g short of 
the unerring Spirit could leave dtsciihcd their condi- 
tion with such exactness .several hefoie it actually 
look place. l.o/' saitli llie Lord, bv his s<‘naut, 
“ 1 will conmr.uid, :md I will siu the iiou-e oj Israel 
among all nalioj.s, lik(j as corn is sifted in a sieve ; 
\(*t .sliall iK>l the least grain fall upon tin.* eailli,'’ As 
sowing, ill pi< |)lieUc hingnage, dtnoli.s the ])rov.- 
dcnlial (h‘'li ibiiiKm of a people for the pan pose of 
niciking iht ii! u-aud or .snh vicnl to s mu* gsuiions 
end in die adv :*iu (‘inenl of tlu* chc-v,li; so sifim-, in 
the Sv*ii‘^e hcie exprets'. d, signnicr. sepinali(Hi ii\A 
bare exislcnco, \Mlh()ul si’tlkment or nici‘a’'e. I'.x- 
actlv in this mamu r have the po.sleiitv id’.JcCob been 
sided or de-peivod <.\er al! lands, hul taking ro-e, m 
none; and nnxtd widivaiious nations, .v.il! con- 
Mdeied a-’ stianixis and fo.i «,:iurs in the eai.h. So 
remaik.blca pieservation a> this, and Ux- miniiti ly 
Ibre'oiJ at li.e time wluii th(‘ nation wa.s in 't» I dl 
viyoi.r, and in posses.si^’;i <if its a.ncient ii iiv iianee, 
musL have been willi some .spei ial dt.-.iQn; and wla^t 
this is we leain fiom the piophelu* deciaivliiMi, v lure 
Jfliovah sa:di, “ In that tlav \»ill I i i.-. ii< i- e 
labeiiKicIc of David that is faileii, and close np tiie 
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breaches thereof ; and I will raise up his ruins, and 
I Mill build it up as in the days of old.” Here, 
then, it i.? evident that all the previous visitations anti 
the general dispersion havt* a reference to some (ie- 
terininate period, enqdiatically called “ that day,” 
Mliicli, with the equivalent phrase of “ those davs,” 
is connnon in the Scriptures, and particularly in the 
pr(»phecies. This certain time, so strongly ox- 
picsstal and clearly defined, is the same with what 
Oiir Lord calls his day, and it takes in the whole 
space from the incarnation of the ^^('•^siah to the 
con-'iimmation of his church. The Jewi^'h commen- 
tators iheinseh.es have al\va\ S' understood the term in 
this sense, as comprehending the age to conn?, or the 
times of the Mtssiah ; and in allusion ti> this\*iv 
passage ol Amos, llitw call the national deliverer 
** the son of the fallen that i-^, of the tabeinacle. 
According to this |>rodicU oa, tlurefou*, tlm loyal 
house of David was to he in ruins at the advent of 
the promised Saviour; and to the iume i ffect anollier 
prcqdiet has des< ribed hmi as tliC shoot uf a willuied 
tree standing in a neglected \ aUt . To such a de^'olaie 
slate the kiug'loiu i»f Da'..d v as in realit\ icduc.d, 
when tin* stud) of the Saei '.i Oiacies induced inany 
to look for the cons,')!ution of Israe!. Ihit in what 
inaiiia r cue tin,* brt aches of di<i shaUej\ d sifnclu. e 
f lo'-ed up, and with what lualeiiuis are the wails of it 
tv» he rep/air-cd ? 

1 ne i.: jti.utiou lu re svinbrii/ed imd* r the torni of 
•j vast cd. ilce, disinanlled and scarcelv j>reMiilii'g a 
vestige ot its foruicr .gh rv, is not nii.»ei\ n,* b». 
plaeed by some lu w phintal.on, but n> reco\er its 
oiiglnal form, and to *. quel its pvi.^ime ^ >ii and 
sph'udoirr. N(?w, as in the rt^.^loral’: old !»ui!d- 

iiiys much ad«!:iiona! matter will be .t ijUind, thoiigli 
the eneient L * luitl ny and plan ukin be nduered to ; 
so in the estabiiNhuieni of this kiugd >j i a siipo'y of 
Ollier subjects is necessary to iiil up die pluce of 
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those who were lost. I'he objects here electee! to 
repair the breaches of the tabernacle^ and to raise its 
walls to their proper height, or, in other words, to 
complete the scheme of redemption, are pointed out 
in language which cannot be misunderstood or per* 
verted. The calling of the Gentiles, and the esta- 
bli.slur.ent of them upon the sure foundation laid in 
Zion, i> thus declared; ‘‘ I v.ill raise np his ruins, 
and 1 will build it, as informer days; so that the 
remnant of Kdom, and of all the heathen who are 
called by my name, may possess me, the ,lehf)vali.” 
^J’his prophecy, as the Ajmslle James informed 
the first Christian Council, was \erified, when, by 
tlio ministry of his brother Peter, “ (iud did vi^it 
the Genlih s, to take out of them a peoplt* lor bis 
name.’' Acts, w. 14. But the laheiiiacle, whost 
bi t aches began tin n to he repaired, shall continne t<» 
elve an acces.->i()n of members andstrtnglh under 
the infiueiice of the Di\ine Spirit, till the time up* 
pi/iiitext loi the ginejal cor. version of Israel, when 
tlie heail-stone, which has s:» long been to them ti 
rock ofolVciice, will he brought foith with shoutings, 
m which they sliail join, crying, “ Grace, grace unto 
it. ’ Zc'tli. iv. 7. 


AUGUST HE TWENTY-FIRST. 

SALVATION IN ZION. 

Obadiuh, '21. — /lud Saviours shall come np on 
Mount Zion- to judi^^e the Mount of Esau ; and 
the kingdom shall be the Eord's, 

At what time this prophet ministered cannot be 
determined; but where pooiiivc iiifurination is want- 
ing, speculative conjecture has been busy; and some 
critics, both Christians and Jews; have fancied that 
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the^nspired writer of this book was the same w ith 
the pious steward of Ahab’s household. As this 
opinion, however, is grounded on no other basis than 
the similarity of name, it is obviously of too slender 
a texture to claim respect ; nor can the exact age of 
the prophecy be ascertained by other circumstances, 
though the place it occupies in the Sacred Canon is 
sufiicicut to iix its liigh antiquity and Divine au- 
thority. Thus much, indeed, may be concluded 
with certainty, that the oracle was imparted after 
the invasion of .Tudsea by a formidable power, 
w'ith whom the Edomites treacherously combined 
and participated in tlie spoliation of Jerusalem. 
Tbe pi ^>pliejj speaks of the captivity as an event that 
had alreaily occnired ; and according to Ins descrip- 
tion, the triumph of Esau’s desceudauts over tin ir 
brethren was (listinguidhed by brutal violence and 
unnatural insohmee ; for w Inch the Almighty 
threatens these enemies of his a.dlicted people with 
heavy judgments, as the just punishment of iheir 
impious craft and rap; eaius cruelty. From tliis in- 
ternal evidence, compaixd with historv. it is reason- 
ably supposed dial the propliecv ot (^badiah was 
delivered for the comfort i»f the Jewish nation in 
their bondage under Nebuchadnezzar, and about the 
same peiied that Jeremiah and Ezekiel uttered 
similar dcaiunciatioiis against Edom for its base coii- 
diicl towards the distres.'cd chihiren of Jacob. 
Wh: ;l was thus Knetold, literaliy took place v hell 
the Ihibyloiiians possessed diemselves of the moiiii- 
tali.ous pail of Arabia, inhabiud bv lliose tiibes who 
never afterwards lecovered their ind- pendeiice, and 
were expelled foi ever frojii their native laiid. But 
if* the judicial sentence upon Edom had its ac- 
coinph.shiaent when the scourge of the. earth became 
tilt instrument ( f Divine vengeance, there is a sense 
ill wlecli the decree iiiiisl be imdcrsiood as having a 
rclulioii to limes and objects yet to come. The 
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jnomise of restoration la the Jews is couclictl in 
terms which, after making every allowance for the 
loftimss of the prophetic language, has never }et 
been fnitillcd, since it cannot be alhrmed of the 
house of Jacob, that it has Ik en a liie for the destruc- 
tion of its adver'^aries. li the posterity of I'^au foil 
under a foreign yoke, it was by otlier means tlian tlie. 
fami!) t.f Israel; anil at no time did Zion obtain that 
\ast (ivUiiiiiion wliieh is predicted iii tins place, niucli 
less dl l it enjoy any sucli power after the n turn from 
the e«j).;l\.n; ; wiiieh blessing, however gieat, was 
far from oraivint* to Judah an iociea^e ol teiiitoiy. 
Of the JeWis!) wars, indied, we lead inueli, hut of 
the eonqiii S\S made bv Uo'? people \\^ know III tie, 
ai d at i!<» period was their capital, iiki fliat ot Ch d- 
dica or other gtt'al ^talen, the siat of an iNleiiTiM* 
einpiie. Still iht je is a sense in whuli of Zioii it 
iiur» he >aid. that it has sent lorth a miiM isal law, 
and that tlie tin one fixed upon the s.iered mount is 
iiiiniul djle. in the sviiibohcaJ language of trie pre- 
(heti\t: Si riplnies, I'M. on, or Idimua, fleiintt s all 
th.it i'^ ininneal to the chtireh, c»f whii-h the sit'd of 
Jacob and ihiir polit} must be coiL>idered as the 
iinifoi .11 einhiem ; ih.erefort the mount of I'Mau, as 
ci>ntrasttd with ihi lull of Zion, rejiitsenl.s that op- 
position wlni h is S' I by tlie powers of tins woild 
agai ist the goM inmeiit of the Mi ssiah. iiut the 
virulinei' and ny.a liination.s of llusc ini|iiii;< ipittl 
eonliih rales, in^-ti ad of hindi ring' the proiriss <)f 
liulh, will li'* made .subservient to its linal istablish- 
ineiit, and e\eiy w t a p.on formed to ile.-iroy the ite- 
cleemer's kini4dom .shuii be instniinenta! to its paopa- 
galion. Ik projdieey, in the iiist place, cUarly 
points to the utter ruin of all llu en mius of f j^iis 
jH*0|)le ; blit it also a.s plainly contau. 5 an assurance 
of merry in iht conversion ol the (Uaitik .s, am' tlien* 
submission to tlie righuousnes.s of Jel'io\uli. The 
deliverance wrought out in ZioU; and the Suviouis, 
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are ck scribed as taking tlicir seats upon the holy 
mount, repiesent the same grace in two different 
stages ; the one expre^ssing the act of redemption, 
and the other noting the manner of its promulgation. 
The plural form of speech marks the persons engaged 
ill this Divine work, and is explained by the paiallel 
passage of the royal propliet, which relates to the 
same subject ; Yet have I set in^ King upon iny 
holy hill of Zion, [ will declare the decree : Jehr)vah 
hath said unto me, "J'hou art mv Sou, this day 1 have 
begoltt'U thee. Ask of me, and I \\ill giM’ thee the 
heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttenuost parts 
of the earth for thy possession.” Ps. ii. 6, 8. 


AUGUST THE TWENTY-SECOND. 

THE HISTOltY OF JONAH. 

Jonah, Iv. 10, 11 . — IViOt/ hast had 'pity on the 
*^onrdy for the tvhUh thou hast not hihouredy 
7ieithcr made if grm' ; tchicit cnine ap in a night, 
jnnd perished in anight: and should I not spare 
JSiineveh, that great cifi/y zvhervin arc more than 
six score thousand persons that cannot discern 
Oefneen their right hand and their left hand : and 
ala) mueli cuttle ^ 

i HE name of this prophet, which signifies a dove, 
Mas probably allusive to the character sustained by 
liiin as the bearer of the Divine message to an idola- 
trous peophi, and more particularly as the repre- 
’-enUitivo of Him, who in the fullness of time came 
to save sinners hv his death and resiirreetion. Jonah 
lloiirislioi at an earher period tban an\ of tliose 
MnU*rs among whom be is classetl ; aiul as both he 
and bis fallier were* of distinguished eminence in the 
iiilie of Zabulon, they furnished a complete refuta- 



4£G 


THE HISTORY OF JONAH. 


tion of the proverb, that out of (lalilec arost^ no 
prophet/’ John, vii. ,3‘2. At lirst si^ht il would 
sreiH as if this book belonged rallier U> tiiL hisloricai 
than the predicli\e Scriptures; but upon a caielul 
exuniiuatioii we shall iind that its place in the Saeicd 
Canon has been w isely determined, since in the nar- 
ruti\e of an extraordinary mission to the inhabitants 
of a Cientiie < ily is figured . the weak of unive rsal 
redein))Uoit, v.i ought out by the Saviour, “ the 
testimony of whom is the spirit of prophecy/’ l\ev. 
MX. 10. 

'J’hat Jonah was actuated by national prejinliccs 
when he endeavoured to avoid the appointment to 
which he was called, is evident from his language and 
liis conduct. Regui’ding himself as the prophet of 
Israel only, he seems to have thought it unreasonable 
to preach repentance among those who were ex- 
cluded from the covenant of promise, in w ithdraw'- 
ing to Joppa, that lie might be rcleasi;d from a dis- 
agreeable injunction, this refractory servant evinced* 
a disposition similar to that of the Apostle, who 
some agea afterwards accounted it unlawful to have 
any comiiuuiioii with the Gentiles, till he was taught, 
by a voice Irom heaven, to regiml nothing as unclean 
which God had purified. Divine w isdom m C‘ae li case 
coudcsceiKh d to give a supernatural sign, that in all 
gencralioiib to conn- men might h arii h) ackiiowlege 
the righleoii.'ia sb of linn who “ niakelh his sun to 
rise on the evil and oi: the good, and bf ndvth ruin on 
lliejnst aiiii on the unjust.” Malt. v. 45. VMieii il is 
said that tl v prophet tied from the presence of the 
J^ord, VAC an not to iiudeistaiid il as expressing the 
pri'poslerous .-.tea of Iris being able to elude the ob- 
servation of Inleile liit lligenee which peiie- 

Irate"’ all space, and J. leets the latent in'»vein<‘nls of 
the Imtnan li a'i i, lUiH.# !' cveiy guise of sindu d con- 
cealment. Jor.uh) was too well itistiucled in the 
principles of liiitli to iiiduige any iiotiou so iltiogu- 
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lory to llie perfection of the Deity ; but he mis>ht 
think^ tliat, by deparliiig from the spot whore he had 
been accustomed to receive the visitations of the 
Holy Spirit, lie sliouid be free of a buithon N\hich 
oppressed his feelings. "J'liis belief, that tiie Divine 
presence, in the way of vision or audible nnninimi'- 
cation, was peculiar to some particular places, ob- 
tained, not only among the superstitions of the 
hentlien w(»rl(l, but with the ptojile to whom were 
inipai ted the oracles of (Jod. *^1 he want of cliarity 
in Jonah was equally repicliensibic with tie weak- 
ness of liis faith, and therefore the instriiincnt ciioseii 
to punish him was w ell adapted to enlarge his senti- 
ments, and to excite his compassion for the suiFcritigs 
of others. Inquiries into the physical questions con- 
nected with this miracle might possibly be amusing, 
but as they would be of little practical benelit, the 
discussion must give w'ay to the more important mat- 
ter ol* evangelical illustration. The bisi()ry says, that 
the creature cho^nen to correct the madness of the 
pro})het was prcj)i!red for the purpose ; and though 
we are not to conclude from hence that it was a new 
species, we may justly suppose it to have been en- 
dowed with faculties fitted for tlie occasion in which 
it was employed. Three days and three nights was 
the di^:ob('du'iit messenger confined in this horrible 
ca\iiy, which he filly compared to that invisible stale 
whcio the souls of the departed are kept in awful 
gloom. Yet in this dreadful condition tlie prophet 
did licit abandon all hope of deliverance ; on il.e cou- 
trai\, .11 a strain of luu oijiinon ier\ our he professed 
his reliance iipim tJu; J)i\iiie mercy, and hi*- assur- 
ance* of an interest m the salvation of Jeiiovali, 
'1 hat Joiiali, piiuig*'d in the* depth of tlu^ abvss, 
.•'heuild iiavi* intiuige*d the e\p< ctatie)ii of bec.ig re- 
stoit'd to the* light of <iay aiiei the temple of ids (Jod, 
can b* ipcisbenl to iioj.u.g sliort of tlie support de- 
Mv«-d iViim the* iloh Spirit, by whose guidance be 
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poured out ihis plaintive address, which was expres- 
^•‘ivc ol* Ills own slate and a i)rophecy ot‘ the Ke- 
dec me r. 

Ill opening the jaws of destruction, and hrlnging 
foilh the captive safe from Ins wonderful prison, 
an ernhkni was exhibited of that scene, which 
above eight hundred ycais afterwards appalled 
the Homan guard when the angel of the Loid rolled 
back iht Slone fioin the door of the sepulchre, and 
sat u])on it; “ his countenance being like lightning, 
and hi^ raiment white as snow."’ Matt, xxviii. 'i. o 
this interpretation of the typical prophecy the Jewish 
people were no strangers ; for it had been plainly 
maintained by the great Preacher of Highteousness 
himself, in reply to the scribes and pharisees, wdicn 
they demanded of him a sign from Heaven as the 
evidence of his Divine authority. Instead of com- 
plying with their recpiest, which he knew was made 
with an insidious view'^ he referred them to this 
recorded deliverance, as the intended sign of what 
should be accomplished in the* presence of that 
unbelieving generation, whom the men of Nineveh 
would condemn because they repented at the preachr- 
ing of Jonas, and ‘‘ Hchold,” said he, ‘‘ a gieater 
than .Jonas is heie.” Malt. xii. 41. From t!li^ e\- 
pcsinoii we It ain that ail the transactions relult d in 
the history, tliongli litcially pei foi iiu'd, \et had a 
symboiical tciid« iny. The conlincment of the pro- 
phet in the bosom of the dtep rtprcMnltd tlu! dealli 
and b'.ii'ia! of Ji -us, who afiir nianifesling hin:sclf 
to the spii il.s 111 .•'•ate keejung, arose again liom the 
tomi), and sent his <list'i»:les with l!< gospel of 
peac e to all nations. "J'lie penitence ».f li.i. Ling of 
Nineveh and his ‘•nhjecls w-:is not more >mpii/ing 
than ihe^ lajnd clirmge c fleeted among the he. .the n li\ 
the* preaching e-ftiec apostles; while th<‘ lii e onU :it« <1 
prophet aiitl liis witliered goniel le pi! s. nu I with 
erjnal force and exactness the iiiiwillingne^^ en cmu 
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the believing Jews to part with their ceremonial 
M\stein, which \m»s of limited use, and contined in its 
duration to the night of the law. 

As .Jonah pr./tal the plant \^hich sheltered him, 
iwoie than the welfare «f the vast city that was 
tended to his \iew; so the immediate followers of the 
Redeemer adhered for a long lime to the notion, 
that the object of his mission was ineixly to restore 
the gIor\ of Israel, wiihoiit any concern for the other 
families of the earth. Tins jndaizing spirit pre- 
vailed with such obstinacy in the eaily church, that 
inira<*les and revelation were found nece''^iir\ to in- 
culcate the lil)eral piinciple, “ that in Christ Jesus 
neither circu incision availeth any thing, nor uiicircuin- 
cision ; but faith, which workelh h) love.” fial, v, (j. 


-ArcesT Tine twi:ntv-ti nuD. 

niKTI!-rL\CK OF TIIK IM CSS I All. 

Micah, V. '2. — Ihit thou, lid F.phrtitah! 
ihoif^li thou he Httle autofuj^ ihc thomaiids of Ju- 
(lolly i/el out if thee ahull IJc co/ue forth auto me 
that /a to he niter hi Israel , 7dio.<e f^ohigs falh 
If (lie been from of old, from ecer/aathig, 

JTnn style of this proph<*t rcsiMubles in many re- 
spects lhat of liis cente!i;p'>rar\ Isaiali, like whom 
he imciglis against tin* national sins with \chemence, 
tiesciioes the <li\ine jud-nit nts in glowing colours, 
.and )et coinhiiics wilh these severe tl» iLinuialii)Us the 
most gracious promises of inercN and prosperity. 
1 la\iiig fort told the desolulion of lht‘ lai.d by the cou- 
^pi( si ('f the Chiddirans, he procts ils to comfort the 
people wilh an assurance lhat Zit)n shall ilourish 
wilt'll her eneinit s and t.>ppressors are utterly destroyed. 
Asa sign lhat llie word of Iriuh will-have its full ac- 
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complishment, a particular place is selected and ad- 
dressed by name to stand for an evidence of the dt's- 
tiued glorv, botlrwilli respect to the period and man- 
ner ol appearance. The low and despised Hethle- 
hem Kphralah, to distinguish it from another town of 
that name in Zabiilon, is pointed nnto as the spot 
>vherc all llie lines of ancient prophecy shall meet in 
the nalivil\ of Him whose goings forth have been 
from of old, fnmi everlasting.” lliat no mistake 
may arise concerning the fultilment of this prediction, 
it is expressly said, that the event shall occur while 
Judah subsists as a political state, and when Betlile- 
hem Ephratah is one of the least of its cities. Not- 
withstanding its primitive rank, as appertaining to 
the family of David, and the distinction which will 
confer iij)on it perpetual renown, this place at the 
time appointed is to be without municipal authority 
or a miiitarv leader. Such, according to tlu‘ oracle, 
shall be the reduced cirrumstances of this Hetliiehcm 
when the Messiah comes forth to perform tlie eternal 
dc ciei' for the salvation of man, "I'he word by which 
Jiis manift'station is expiesscd !il<Taily signifit's the act 
of Cuming into the woild, and it ought therefore to 
ha\e been so rendered in this place, as indicatin'^ llie 
birth of tile Ibdeeiner, who unites in hinist it’ the 
Inmian and the divine natures. Jn this sense the an- 
liint Jews tiniforinly (’onsidered llui piophiTv, anil as 
such tiie Sanhedrim applied it when llerod and ah 
Jenisalem were troubled, or in conslei nation, on ac- 
count of the extraordinary embassy of the eastern 
Magi. he chief priests and senbesliad then no dif- 
lieiiitv in answering the question jiroposi d to them 
cohiHiiiing IIjO place where the Messiah was to be 
)jorn, and lin y were without any indiu i'inents to pn- 
vert and misajiply what they found wiitlen in the sT- 
cred books on this siihject of general expeciation. 'I he 
very iiKpiiry was a proof of the populai belit f in these 
writings, and that llnw were regarded as la; ing down 
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C(Ttahi tiiarks by which the adventof the Messiah should 
be accurately determined. In reply to the demand of 
the jealous prince, the sacerdotal college referred the 
monarch without liesitatiou to this passage of Micah ; 
and thus duettedjthe first converts of th(i Cl entile world 
visited JielhJehem, where they did homage to the in- 
fant King. 'I'lie massacre which followed seems to 
have been indicated in the tender apostrojilie address- 
ed by the Almigfity to the afflicted ciiy ; for it is ob- 
servable, liiat while the inhabitants are comforted 
w'itli a promise that the Ruler of Israel shall be born 
among them, tJie declaration is coupled with one ol a 
distressing nature, implying depopulation and oppres- 
sion. "I hat sanguliiary act, by wliich so many wo- 
men becvaine childh ss, is fitly rejiresented as making 
llelhlehcin the least among the thousands of Judah, 
because hereby it was deprived of the tlowrr ot its 
strength. Ihu the oracle goes still farther into the 
etfeets of his iiicaniatiou : Whose ways have bt; :i 
from of old, even from the everlasting ages ; ' and 
describes liiin as rejected by Judah, for which that 
people arc given up, “ until the time that she wliich 
travaileth lialli brought forth ; and then the remnant 
shall retuiii unto the children of Israel.” Thus iho 
separation of the tribes is not only decdaretl in express 
teiins, but the consummation of the church in the 
acc(‘ssion of the Ci entiles is made the necessary pre- 
paration l<j the restoration of Jacob’s family, and to 
the iinal union of iheiii under the doininion ot one 
J^ord, and in the profession of the same lailh ; “ for 
of him, and through liim, and to him, are all things ; 
.to wliom he gloiy for ever. Aiiieu.” Roni. xi. Jd- 
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Naluim, i. 3. — l^te Lord is sfow to ntf^erj and great 
in pntccr, and wUl not at all avqait ihe wicked ; 
the Lord hath his rcat/ in the whirlwind and in 
the sfor/n, and" the clouds are the dust of hh feet, 

w iii'.N the apostle of the Gentiles, raj>t in ec- 
star}, liad a vision <.)f the heavenly regions, he “ heard 
uns|)(‘akahlc words, which it is not lawful for man to 
utter.” 2 Cor. xii. 4. From this high authoiity we 
learn that the economy of the celestial world cannot 
be coinpiehcnded bN the human mind in its present 
state, and tliat the language there in use is far beyond 
our capacili(‘s. Divine truth, therefore, to be under- 
stood by ii-j, must take a foiin and an expression level 
to our rude and narrow peieeptions ; for, a 'cuslonu'd 
as we are to material objects, the idea of abstract i.*x- 
cellence can neither be perfectly conceived nor intelli- 
gibly coinimiiiicatcd. Our faculties, ind< ed, might 
have been more enlarged, if Infinite Wisdom had not 
for giacious purposes limited their powers and opt'ra- 
tioii*^ to a particular sphere of probationarv seiviee. 
ihit, thus constituted, all tiie notions which we can 
possibly form of invisible realitu^s will necessaiily be 
confused, while the most sublime expiessioiis of tbeiii 
will fall short of the .sentiments we f(*el, and of the 
glory which we admire. J'iveii lev elation itself em- 
bodic.s .s'piiitual tilings, and describe.s the most august 
by imagery drawn from the grandest appearances in 
nature, 'i be Almiglity is represented as both pl(‘ased 
and grieveil, bearing long W'itb llie provoeation.s of 
his ci'eatnres, and displaying at last the fuiliie.ss of his 
resentment against them for their wickeilness. We 
read also of actions attrilm e I to the Deity vvhieli 
would seem to de.teimiiic his locality, a connection 
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>\ilh visible objects, and real motion from place to 
place. The clouds are called liis chariot, and tlie 
heavens his throne, from whence he surveys all 
that is done upon the earth. Though he tills the irn- 
niensity of space with his presence, and penetrates all 
causes to their remotest- effects, so that nothing is 
contingent to Him who nfade and governs the uni- 
verse, yet be is said to dwell with the meek and obe- 
dient, while those who resist his will are the objects 
of bis vengeance. 

The exordium to the prophecy of Nahum is re- 
markable for this boldness of personification, and the 
tremendous view' which it gives of the Omnipotent : 

God is jealous, and Jehovali revengeth ; Jehovah 
rcveiigeth and is furious; Jehovah will take ven- 
geance on his adversaries, and he reserveth wrath for 
his enernies ; Jehovah is slow to anger, and great in 
power, and will not at all acquit the wicked ; Jeho- 
vah hath his way in the whirlwind and in the stortn, 
and the clouds are the dust of his feet.’! It has been 
too much the fashion to regard this mode, of speech 
as purely rhetorical, and the legitimate hyperholism of 
oriental poetry; but in so judging of the sacred writ- 
ings great injustice is done to what constitutes a fixed 
and perpetual rule of faith and practice. If tliese 
sublime representations are to be understood in no 
higher light than that of an accommodation to iiumaii 
infirmity, or as a style of com(K»sition pei-uliur to 
one age aitd j^^Ie, no small portion of the fiebrew^ 
Scriptures witt m reiiuced to the level of other an- 
cient remains, and consequently the edifung purpo.sus 
they were intended to answer wdli be lust. Jhit the 
language of propiiecy is of more extensive impart 
than the narrow s|drit of criticism is disposed to al- 
low ; and this is proved by the occasional applications 
of it in the preaching of Him who saiil, “ Search tlie 
Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life, 
and they are they W'liich testify of me." John, v. 39. 

. vuL. 11. T 
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Now as wc have already seen that the mission ol 
Jonah v\as not only a real transaction, but typical of 
other persons and events; this book of JNahuin, 
which was indited by llie lloly Spirit near a centuiy 
after the former, must on the same principle be con- 
sidered as involving a double sense ; for if N ineveh 
was symbolical in the one»case, it is equally so in tlie 
other. 1 he capital of the Assyrian empire was no 
doubt dealt with as the inspired writeis have declared : 
but the first visitation figured the calling of the Gen- 
tiles after the ‘resurrection of the Messiah, “ to whom 
all tlic proj diets give witness, that through his name 
whosoe\er believeth in him shall receive remission of 
sins.” Acts, X. 43. With this interpretation, then, 
which is established by the highest authority, that of 
our Lord hiinseli, we can liave no diflicully in under- 
standing the scope of the descriptive poem before us 
to be tlie dedal alien of gt-ntral redemption througli 
ih(' righteousness of the incariinte Word, who in his 
exalted as well as his huinbhd stale, hath his way 
in the whirlwind and in the storm.” As the repent- 
ance of Js ineveh prefigured the conversion of the 
Gentiles, and the forniation of the? church, the de- 
nunciations consequent upon the Divine appearance 
indicate the signs and the judgnienls conneeled with 
ihe second advent of the Messiah. In the govern- 
ment of this divine Sa\iour and Almighty King there 
is so much forbearance with moral evil, and such an 
apparent slowness in the evolution of his decrees, 
that while the patience of the saints is exercised hy 
the delay, the prolane take occasion to blaspheme 
and scoff, saying, “ Where is the promise of his com- 
ing ?” Pet. iii. 4. 13ul, as in the days of his pe r- 

sonal ministry upon earth he commanded the \^ inds 
and walked upon the waves, so he is still present 
amidsl. all the dark and boisterous scenes of the world, 
tempering and making all things work for good to 
them that love God. liom. viii. 28. This is the stay 
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tilul comfort of the beli*;vcr, that the Author of hi» 
salvation is eternal anti oinni})otent, ever watchful over 
his people, and stedfast in the <‘xecution of his plan 
of grace, though the moral elements are in confu- 
sion, and mankind seem in general to be loosened 
from all restraint. 'I'hc same Jehovah who led fsratl 
through the sea, tabernacled in the flesh, and iii his 
mediatorial character he is continually increasing his 
kingdom by rendering bis sacrifice efficacious to the 
souls of those for whom it was offered. As in for- 
mer ages the malice of the w'icked only sta ved to pro- 
mote the Divine glory in the benefit ot his people ; so 
will it be till the consummation of his church, against 
which tlie gales of hell shall not prevail ; for “ 'I’hus 
sailh the Lord, which maketh a way in the sea, and a 
path ill the mighty waters; wliich bringeth foilh the 
chari<it and liorsc, the army and the power; Tiity 
shall lie down together, they shall not rise; they aie 
extinct, they are quenched as lire.'’ Isa. .\liii, 1(J, 17- 
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nabakkiik, iii. 17, JB. — Although the Jig-trce bhull 
uut hlos.som, veitlh-r Audi fruit he in ihevine, the 
labour of the olive shali J ally and the feids sLaii 
yield NO Nieatf the Jlock shall he cut off from the 
Jbld, and there shall be no herd in the stalls; i^el 
I nil I rejoice in (he Lordj 1 icill joy in the God 
if my salvation. 

It is the peculiar excellence of the ho^y Scriptures, 
aiul an unquestionable proof of their divine 
that they are ever new, abounding w iih hcauiit .s ob- 
vious to every eye, aiid aflordiiig couirstib tor all the 
circumstances and conditions of tnaukitid. \\ hiu* 
T 2’ 
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the fascinating charm of mortal genius is ><’cakcned 
by faniiliurily, and the most elaborate productions of 
human wisdom lose the power of pleasing, the living 
oracles retain their influence over the heart, and pre- 
sent fresh attractions on every perusal. No change 
of fashions or opinions, no improvements in science, 
or rclinemeiits of language, can affect the authority 
of those immutable principles, which will he felt 
wherever they are known, and reverenced the. more 
they are studied. Even the gay voluptuary and the 
arrogant sceptic are constrained to respect the senti- 
ments, and to admire the diction, of these sacred writ- 
ings, though the one is too much the slave of his pas- 
sions to be guided by the precepts which they impart, 
and the other is too proud to admit their sacred cha- 
racter as the revelation of God. Now there must 
be some secret power which thus compels men of 
adverse minds to pay homage to these venerable re- 
cords to llie coudeiiuiatioii of their own practice, and 
the niortifleation of their vain pretensions. What this 
is may be easily discovered by considt iing that the vo- 
lume of inspiration lu}s open the cause of ail misery, 
and reveals the only means of securing happiness in a 
world subject to perpetual fluctuations. "J'hus the 
trifling and the serious, the haughty and the humble, 
feel an interest in w hat is here disclosed, though, as * 
their characters difi'er, the opeiations produced by the 
testimony of truth will vary also according to the 
spirit w'ith which it is studied, and the regard that is 
paid to what it imparts. Ihe curious inquirer is 
merely entertained by that w hich excites the gratitude 
and strengthens the faith of the believer; and where 
the man of lively imagination is enraptured with sub- 
limity of thought and elegance of composition, the 
pious but iiuleanied reader derives comfort in trouble 
and counsel in difficulty. Ihis benefit can only be 
obtained by applying to the holy records with the 
same desire and diligence which we manifest in the 
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investigation of writings that affect our temporal wel- 
fare, and the advantage of onr families. When we 
examine the Scriptures as the words of eternal life, 
every sentence will be found replete with momentous 
consequence, as connected with the principles of faith 
or the duties of morality. The prophecy of Habiik- 
kuk, which appears to be limited in its objects, and 
to relate only to the punishment of the Jewish people 
by the Chaldaeans, is of more extensive import, and 
contains representations of universal concern. The 
iuiliction of Judgment upon a sinful nation by the mi- 
nistry of a formidable power, is, no doubt, the imme- 
diate subject ; but the prophet on his watch-tower 
pleading with the Almighty, and anxiously waiting 
for an answer to his prayer, figured the church in her 
state of longing expectation for the promised redemp^ 
lion. The .abounding of iniquity is a melancholy' 
spectacle, upon which moralists may declaim and phi- 
losophers reason, without effecting any salutary 
change, or rendering even a probable solution ; but 
this divine'colloquy informs us, that sin is the source 
of all wretchedness, out of which man can only be 
saved by infinite grace* It is this salvation upon 
which Jehovah the Holy One here communicates his 
will, commanding hts servant to write the vision 
and make it plain, that he may run who readeth it.’’ 
Jliis injunction is explained by the ancient custom of 
engraving public documents on durable materials,, 
and suspending them in places of general resort, that 
all who Were interested in them might have full op- 
portunity of becoming acquainted with their contents. 
.What the prophet behchl, and of v hich he was re* 
qiiired to give a minute description, was at that time 
very remote ; yet were all men even then culled upon 
to put their trust in the Divine Person whose coming 
WHS determined from the everlasting ages. Such is 
the preparation for the wonderful appearance of the 
liedeemer ; but wliut follows is so weakened in our 
T 3 



4^)9 Tin: DiviNi: suppokt. 

\ 

oj dinar}’ versionf^ of the Bible, as to throw a eloiid 
of obscurity aiouud the glorious Person to whom all 
our atleulion slioiild be directed. In the original all 
< ther idijeets are lost and overpowered by the divinity 
of the speaker, who thus proclaims his ap;»oacli ; 
“ The vision is for a determinate period, !>ut at 
the end ho shall break forth and not dis;-; point : 
though lit* tany, wait for I: , because he wm surely 
come, he will iiol go owj ilie :nnt i ppoii=ted. Be- 
hold, the roll! of the proiul . i^ht in him; but 
the just shall live by his ’ I 'nuiiog to this 

view, the advent of an ilius^r . s s ; ,v*:i is predicted, 
whose visit will be an offence lo s' me and an eternal 
blessing lo otliers. 1 he high-minded have no dispo- 
sition lo receive this merciful Bein^ because what 
he makes known is repugnant to lhtl< prejudices ; 
hut the just, who having a due sense, of their own 
irnpeifectioiis, feel the want of righlcOiisnegs to ren- 
d. r them acceptable in the Divine p ‘scuce, and 
embrace the offer of salvation, shaM, rv IcLi/.ing, 
enjoy eternal life "'"his is the vi.'>^ix ♦ d i liie 

mind of the pio>'hct; and the Savi t ^ ^’.•rlh 

as the hope of h:« people, is aib . is c* as 

the same who led their fathers linen ' br- 

ncss, delivered them the law Ikmi '.<n, .i. d 
blisbed them in the promised land. In ! i , ^o&pcrt 
of his second manifestation to “ revu w ins xmik in 
the midst of the years,” or to accomplish the »‘ngage- 
ineiit of his holy covenant, the inspiied Messenger, 
on the behalf of the redeemed chuich and every one 
of its faithful members, breathes out this ardent ad- 
dress : Although the fig-tree shall not blossom, 

luither shall fjuii he in the vine; the labour of the 
olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; 
the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there 
shah be no lierd in the stalls ; yet 1 will rejoice in the 
Lord, i will joy in the God of my salvation.” 
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ALFGUST THE TWENTY-SIXTH. 

A RENEWED PEOPLE. 

Vx p’; t- \:xh, Vi\. CO. — Jt that time Kill I bring you 
V. even in the time that I gather yon ; for / 
ai(t hnike ipii (I fnhne and a yirahe among all 
pvoj /c ihr ‘’arih, cn / iiirtt bach your cap- 
tiiity hcfoti .y ’ft ' htfilli the Lord. 

i iHs pioj/ju:' V. . ilic coKtouiporary of Ha- 

bukkuk and «!•. corctoUi, like them, the deso* 

lotion Cif Judali by the Chaklisans ; but thougli 
Zepliaiiiah dc.«,/a.b'd the sacking of Jerusalem with 
graphical '’.racy, auJ predicted the extinction of 
Nineveh MUh u:markable precision, it is evident that 
thvs f nts .v> ;e only the partial accomplishment of 
m:.:» rvveuled in this inspired book. Many 
1/.} . «e den? '.need which did not happen 

' , ’ • ' hnii'.in captivity, tior in any other 

.e i-'h people, otChui ilieir final dis- 
p- .. . .n<afis. Now as the galhering of 

th s *. .. ' ^ \erte{l state, and the entire dust ruc- 

niveierate enemies, constitute dis- 
. .t.- : Ji, > of the prophecy, it is obvious 

iba'., t.tiwcfix the coiiuiiencement, the 

wIjO:-.: ; > p.i ogre.^‘'ive, aiul ilit termination yet to come. 
Jehovah is inlrotliiced i.s-^uini; Ins decree of excision 
against all ih.f. inhulnlaiits oi il.c iinid; which sentence 
was carried ed'ecl, to the extent here represented, 
only at that [leriod when the temple was so coiii- 
ph:tcly destroyed that nf>t one stone \\a> left upon 
another, and the Jews were scattered ovei die face of 
the earth ; since which it may be truly said of them, 
tliat they have neither had a settled place, which they 
can call their own, nor been incorporated by theiii- 

T 4 
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selves or juiv other nation. The whole period 
of this jii(l«nicnt and separation is called by the 
prophet, “ the great day of Jehovah,” because it 
eomprtheiid.s the space of time between the tirst 
anil sei’ond ucUent of tlie Messialj, w ho w ill famish 
all the gods of the earth, and men shall worship him ; 
t'veiy one from his place, even all the isles of the 
li<*atlien.” I'his overtlirow of idolatry, and the 
universal ncknowlegement of one Lord and Saviour, 
snfticienlly determines the sense of the prophecy, and 
sliows that it is to be gradually verified, “ till the 
kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdoms 
of our Lord and of his Christ.” Rev. xi. 1 5. 

1 he rejection of lliis gracious Sovereign, as the 
minister of righteousness, is plainly declared to be 
the cause of all the evil that falls upon the seed of 
s. Jacob ; but notwithstanding their rebellion, the same 
Nerciful'Lord announces bis second manifestation, 
and calls upon the people to prepare for bis ap- 
proach, with the promise of ample grace and for- 
giveness. In that day sbalt thou not be ashamed 
for all thy doings, wherein thou hast transgressed 
against tiie : for then I will take aw'ay out of the 
midst of thee them that rejoice in thy pride ; and 
thou shall no more be haughty because of my 
holy mountain. 1 w'ili also leave in the midst of 
thee an afflicted and poor people^ and they sirall trust 
in the name of the Lord.” All that is contained in 
this prophetic scene is still future, for to no genera- 
tion, of which w'e have any memorial, does the 
representation suitably apply; but what follows is 
still more decisive as to Urn distant accomplishment 
of the prediction. ** 'Fhe remnant of Israel shall not 
do iniquity, nor speak lies ; neither shall a' deceitful 
tongue be found in their inoulh ; for they shall feed 
m.il lie down, and none shall make them afraid.” 
At no period since the delivery of this prophecy can 
tlie characteristics here specified be discovered in the 
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Spirit and conduct of tlie Jewish people ; but, in 
truth, what is thus aflirmed of them is put by way of 
contrast, and to show the efficacy of the change that 
shall be w rought in them on their submishion to the 
Messiah’s government. They will then become 
thoroughly a new nation, both in heait and in life,^ 
in their public profession and private deportment. 
Such indeed are the blessed effects produced in and 
upon all who are called by Divine grace to the know 
lege of the truth, and who feel the power of it upon 
their consciences, in the renovation of their minds. 
What was noted by the council concerning the 
Apostles, that they had been with Jesus,” will be 
observed also by the ' world, of all his sincere fol- 
lowers, in whom the example of their Master will 
shine forth with so much lustre as to render the 
** name by which they are called a praise among all 
people.” It is the glorious property of the Gospel 
to change the tempers and deportment of believers, 
so that they who were before proud and vindictive, 
become, under its influence, mild and liberal ; Arm 
ill tlie cause of truth, but charitable towards all who 
differ from -them in sentiment. While the disciples 
of the suflFfering Redeemer lament their continued 
imperfections, they are earnestly aspiring after hoh • 
ness, and seeking to have that wrought fully in 
them which' the Apostle states as forming the Chris- 
tian life : ** Every man th'at hatli this hope in him 
purifleth himself even as his Lord is pure, who was 
manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no 
sin. Whosoever is born of God doth not commit 
sin, for his seed remaineth in him ; and he cannot 
sin because he is boin of, God.” I John, iii. 0—9. 
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AUGUST THE TWENTY- SEVENTH. 

THE SECOND TEMPLE. 

Ilaggai, ii. 7*— / will shake all nalions, aud ihe 
desire of ait uatiom shall come : ami I will fit 
this house with glory j saith the Lord o f hosts. 

w E are lokl by Ezra, that when the foundation of 
the se<'oud temple was laid, after the rchtoratioii of 
the Jewish captives, by the decree of Cyrus, there 
was a strange mixture of feelings among the spec- 
tators, the young being filled with joy at the prospect 
of an edilice for the solemn services of religion; 
while their ciders, who remembered the glory of the 
former structure, wept, on comparing the meanness of 
the one with (lie magnificence of the other. At thi'^ 
pe riod the Almighty sent the prophet IJaggai witli a 
message of comfoit to the people, assuring them, 
that whatever they mijilit think of the building which 
■was ab^)ut to bo erected, it should far exceed that of 
Sw!oinori. 1 will shake all nations, unJ the desire 
of all nations shall come; and J will fill this house 
w'ith glory, saith the Lord of hosts.” 

I'heio were five, several glories in which, according 
to the Jow.s, the first temple had the sup.. h»rity o>« r 
the stc-ond. 1 hese were the IJ rim and ^liiummiio. 
or the uruele of the higli-pricst ; the Aik of tlie 
t 'ov^'inint over the Mercy-seat; the Holy Fire, 
whidi d». .'•tended on tlie altar and consumed the ^acii- 
ri< »* ; the Studdnah, or shining light, that indicated 
I'le Divine pi est nre ; and lastly, the Spiijt of Pro- 
pie ly. Now in all the.se particulars me second 
icinpie, end the di.speiisuiion tigured by it, exceeded 
tilt' former, ir-. bc*ing lunioured with the personal mi- 
nistry of the Messiah, who is the Word of God, and 
the true Ark of a new and .h«Jier covenant, ordained 
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ft'.r tlie redemption of niaiikincl. Tie is tlie fire which 
came down from heaven^ and by whose baptism sin 
is so effectually done away, that no other expiation 
is necessary to render man acceptable with his 
Maker. VVhen this Saviour made his appearance 
upon earth, the Divine Presence was truly revealed, 
for in him dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily. He was God manifest in the ilosli ; being 
the brightness of his Father’s ghiry and the express 
image of his person/’ Finally, he was the great 
prophet and teacher of the church ; for to him was 
given the Spirit without measure, and of his fulnes>s 
have all we received, even grace for grace.” John, 
i. If). 

The signs, or outward marks of glory, wdiich im- 
parted such splendour to the tabernacle and first 
temple, were nothing more than typical allusions to 
what appeared conspicuously and efficaciously in the 
character and works of the Redeemer, who, as the 
high-priest of our profession, entered into the holiest 
of all ; and, seated upon his throne of mediation, he 
ever livelh to make intercession for us. Having 
stated in what the renewed edifice should surpass the 
former, the prophet lays down certain points to de- 
termine the era when the glory should bo revealed. 
The manifestation is introduced by a universal shak- 
ing of nations, which, in the symbolical language of 
Scripture, always denotes the jfubversion of kingdoms 
by internal commotions and the violence of foreign 
enemies. What was here foretold, actually occiirrc<l ; 
for the Persian monarchy beeuine a prev to the 
Macedonians, whoso conquests were absorbed in tlie 
universal dominion of the Romans; which mighty 
power adaii), after subduing ail the slates that came 
within its reach, was rent with civil wars till Aiigiistns 
cemented the strength of the empire bv a universal 
peace. Such was the appropriate season whoii the 
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object desired by all nations being presented in the 
temple, gave rise to the divine hymn Mhich the 
church has adopted for her daily use, Lord, now 
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace according to 
-thy word, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation ; 
which thou hast prepared before the face of all 
people ; a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory 
of thy people Israel/* Luke, ii. 29 — .32. 

As at this time there was a general expectation of 
sotno wonderful person, who should distinguish 
himself in an extraordinary manner for the benefit of 
mankmd, it is plain that the desire must have been 
grounded on certain oracles, who^ divinity w^as 
unquestioned, and their application limited to a deter- 
minate period. No predictions to this effect are 
recorded, but what are contained in the Hebrew 
Scriptures, and these were Sufficiently circulated to 
render the promise of a deliverer famous throughout 
the East. But though the prophecy was literally ful- 
filled when the Lord of glory appeared upon earth, 
yet there is another sense in which it may be affirmed, 
that he is the desire of all nations. In a predictive 
view the second temple is the dispensation over which 
the [Messiah presides, and not a material building 
made with hands. As the visible symbol of the 
Divine presence was the chief glory of that magnifi- 
cent structure which Solomon erected at such a 
vast expense, so the personal administration of the 
Redeemer constitutes the perpetual privilege of bis 
church. If the one was significant of ihe favour of 
God, and his acceptance of the services there offered, 
the other affords the assurance of life and immortality 
through the righteousness of the Mediator. Having 
niadi' a full and perfect oblation for the sins of the 
whole world, by his voluntary sacrifice upon the cross, 
anci having abolished death by his resurrection, he 
hath opimcd the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
Tlus work of salvatiou is carried on by bis Spirit 
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according to the secret plan of Infinite Wisdom, and 
with unabated success, though the gates of hell are 
constantly employed to impede its progress. In the 
prophetic description of this mystic temple it is said 
by the Lord of hosts, ITie silver is mine, and the 
gold is mine ; and the glory of this latter house shall 
be greater than of the former, and in this place will 
I give peace.’’. Our Lord came in a time of political 
tranquillity ; but this is not the precise meaning of the 
promise, which indicates spiritual security and a ge* 
ncral amnesty to offenders. So the riches here men- 
tioned are not to be understood in the low sense of 
earthly treasures, but of the permanent blessings be- 
stowed by the Redeemer, who of God is made 
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctifica- 
tion, and redemption ; that according as it is written, 
He that glorieth, let him glory in the JLord.” 1 Cor. 
i. 30,31, 


AUGUST THE TWENTY-EIGHTH. 

THE GLORY OF THE TEMPLE. 

Zecliariah, vi. 13 . — Even he shall build the temple 
of the Lord; and he shall hear the glo?y, 

T^uis prophet ministered while the second temple 
was building ; and the object of his mission was to 
encourage the people in that good work by the as- 
surance of complete success, and the promise of 
greater happiness in the latter days. Tlie visions re- 
lated in the former part of the book were not only 
intended to strengthen the faith of the men of that 
generation, but to stand upon record for the edifica- 
tion of the church in every age, whether looking for 
her Redeemer through the shadows of the law, or 
rejoicing under his government amidst the brightness 
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of the Cospel dispei This mystical scenery 

afforded a lively repn senUitioii of the security of 
God’s faithful servants, the subsi»vuncy ot ail nature 
to the order of Providence, and il.e direction of 
human events to the Divine glory. Idle the persons 
employed upon the sacred ediiice Mere animated by 
the promise that the blessing of .liKuval: accompanied 
them in their undertaking, they were eomforted with 
an enlarged prospect of the system uliich that struc- 
ture figured in its external form and ceremonial 
observances. The spiritual institution, framed in the 
eternal Mind and typified in the ordinances of the 
Mosaic ritual, is described as a stone laid before 
•‘Joshua the high-priest and his fiHows, who are 
men viondcrcd at;” or rather, who are men of 
wonderful character. Upon this stone, as watching 
over it, are seven eyes, and the lines engraved upon 
it are of the Divine operation ; for “ thus saith the 
Lord of hostsj 1 will remove the inicpiity of that 
land ill one day.” It is evident, then, that the desinrn 
thus emblemiilically set forth in the prophetic vision, 
is plan of Infinite Wisdom for the reriemption of 
man, evi^ry step of which was detenniiied from the 
begiiiLiiig, and must take effect exactly at the time 
and in tlie manner originally settled in the councils of 
Heaven. This scheme of salvation is the fixed f)b- 
ject of the Divine attention ; and tht)ugh to us there 
arc several degrees of knowlege, and periods of ini- 
provement, it is far otherwise in respect to the- Su- 
preme Intelligence, •• with w'hom is no variableness, 
neither shadow of liiruiiig.” Whatever changes and 
impediinenls there may be to e.sercise our faith and 
patience, who with the utmost diligence and sa- 
gacity can discern only a small part of the works and 
W'ays of God, there are no revolutions or mysteries 
with Him whose will governs the universe, and to 
whose Spirit all consequences arc equally present 
with the causes from whence they flow. In makin^ 
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known his purposes, he docs indeed adopt such ex-^ 
pressions as impress upon the human intellect the 
ideas of progressive observation, particular selection, 
and deliberate arrangement. Accordingly, in this 
prophecy the formation of the redeemed church is 
exhibited with all the circumstances of architectural 
contrivance, the slow labours of combined exertion, 
and the solemn grandeur of the temple service. 
Now, as, ill every magnificent undertaking, the sub- 
ordinate agents are unacquainted with the reason of 
the principles upon which they act, and the fitne.^s 
of what they perform ; so it is in the complicated 
moral system, where one unerring rule goes on 
amidst much apparent confusion, arising from cori- 
fliction of interests, the opposition of sentiments, 
and the variety of customs. While men have no other 
aim than the indulgence of their passions, and the 
security of those things upon which they have been 
accustomed to set an inordinate value, a seciet 
Power directs their motives to other ends, and turns 
the devices formed upon them against the purposes 
tliey were intended to promote. Of this we have a 
remarkable instance in the history of the Messiah, 
wh<», accoi Jirg to the predictive picture of him, was 
to be both poor and persecuted, even to the greatest 
extremity of human suffering, yet ultimately to 
triuin})]i over all his enemies, and to fill the earth 
with the splendour of his majesty. In this prophecy 
the Saviour makes his appearance, at first, in so 
mean a garb as to be ratlnu' repulsive than engaging ; 
which low condition stimulates the adversary of Ood 
and man to beset him with his wiles, and to attack 
him by the most malevolent accusations. From this 
contest, however, the despised and afflicted One 
arises with such glory, that, on account of his peifect 
righteousness, he is arrayed in the pontifical garments, 
and consecrated a king as well as a priest. The 
name of the typical cliaracler corresponded so exactly 
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with that of the Divine Person he represented, Joshua 
being the same \vith Jesus, that to doubt the applica* 
tion is to lessen the authority of the prophecy. 
When all the particulars of the vision are considered, 
a perfect coincidence will be observed betvveei\ this 
symbolical delineation and his eventful history, who, 
by the purity of his life and his victory over sin and 
death, brought in everlasting redemption for his 
people, so that ‘‘ other fouiuktion can no man lay 
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.’’ 1 Cor. in. 
J J. 


AUGUST THE TWENTY^NINTII. 

BEAUTY OF THE REDEEMER. 

Zechariah; ix. 17« — TI 07 & great is his goodness^ and 
how great is his IcuUy’ ! 

^In the former part of this prophecy the Messiah is 
described as lading the foundation of his church, and 
carrying on the building to full perfection, rising 
himself from the most abject humiliation to the 
mediatorial throne. Here he is sr t forth as removing 
all the obstacles laid to prevent the eslablislunent of 
his kingdom, aiid bringing tiic most fonnidabic 
powers under complete siib|Cct]on. The heathen 
nations are change! by his appearance, and even the 
Jewish state undergoes a material revolution in the 
manifestation of her L *ri*. She loses her temporal 
dignity and warlike characler, it is tri\e ; but then lier 
s )i:s are made the messengers of peixe to the G(mi- 
tiles, and the King of Zion sends out his law 
from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of 
die earJi.” 

The burthen of the oracle,” or the matter with 
which the mind of the prophet labours, is the word 
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of tlie Lord ; and this, in the language of Scripture, 
always denotes the Divine Wisdom, or eternal Logos, 
essentially existing in the Deity, and yet personally 
manifest on various occasions as Jehovah and the 
-Angel of the Covenant. He is both the Word and 
Wisdom of God, for by him the worlds were made 
and are governed ; by him man is enlightened with 
the knowiege of his duty, and by him alone can we 
be saved from the power and condemnation of guilt. 
When, therefore, we read that the subject of the 
revelation was the Word of the Lord, we are taught 
to understand every part of the description as re- 
ferring to the coming of the Redeemer, and illustra- 
tive of the circumstances in which the church shall 
be placed under his administration. The prophetical 
historian delineates with minute accuracy the fate of 
those countries which were hostile to Judah, and thus 
she received an assurance that all the other predic- 
tions would be duly accomplished. Their ruin af- 
forded an evident proof, that amidst the convulsions of 
society and the wrecks of nations the people of God 
w ere safe ; for so he declared in the prophecy which 
contained the denunciation of bis vengeance, ** I will 
encamp about mine house, because of the army, be- 
cause of him that passeth by, and because of him 
that retiirneth : and no oppressor shall pass through 
them any more; for now have 1 seen with mine eyes.” 
'^I'he house here mentioned is the same vvilh that 
described in the former vision, ainl undoubtedly 
means the righteous community gathered by the 
personal ministry of the Messiah. Tins spiritual 
fabric is continually advancing, and becoming more 
conspicuous as the w'orld is durkeneti and disordered 
by political changes and scenes of blood. That 
fraud and violence should make way for truth and 
righteousness, may seem iinaccountiible ; but such is 
the method taken to correct the evils of which man 
complains in this checquered state, and thus he is 
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taught to derive comfort and instruction from the 
afflictions by which he is surrounded and oppressed. 
'J'he rapacity of ainbilion prepared the earlli for the 
advent of the Messiali, whose uiaiiifestation is inaikcd 
in the prophecy by an incident which corresponded so 
minutely with what actually occurred, that the reader 
of the Scriptures is surprized at the unbelief of ihuse 
who witnessed the scene. It was foretold that the 
King of Zion should make his entry into Jenisalnn 
meek and lowly, riding on an ass.’’ pri’dtC- 

tion was literally vci died ; but though tlie inhabitiints 
of the city were moved on the occasion, instead of 
acknowleging the Divinity of the Person who gave 
this testimony of his mission, and supported it by bis 
miracles^, the chief-priests and rulers immediately 
began to concert measures for putting him to death. 
The success of these zealots was no doubt very per- 
ple.xiiig to those who thought that the object of per- 
secution was the deliverer of Israel. But even here 
the wisdom of fiod appeared triumphant over the 
folly of man ; for this ignominious death was com- 
bined with the Divine purpose, and had been de- 
clared in the predictive history. The decree by 
which the Saviour was appointed to his great work, 
is* thus expressed in Uie prophecy : ‘‘As for thee 
also, by the blood of llie covenant 1 have sent foilh 
lliy prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water. 
Turn to the refuge, prisoners of hope ; even 
to-day do 1 declare that I will render double unto 
thee.” "Jliis blood of the ^1 cssiali’s eov( nant is the 
pouring out of his own, as the ransom for the pri- 
soners lying in the stale of the d»^ad, and w ailing tor 
redemption in die resurreclioii of dicir Lord. Alter 
bis conquest over the grave, the progress of his 
Gospel is lepresented as equalling the velocity of 
the lightning, and the power of his doctrine is felt 
throughout the earth as the voice of God. Such is 
the view' exhibited in this prophecy of the Saviour in 
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his hiiinblecl and glorified state, lading down his life 
to free mail from the sentence of condemiiatioii, and 
rising again, that all who believe in him may be 
made partakers of a glorious immortality. Well 
then does it become us to adopt the language with 
which this description concludes, and say of our 
gracious Benefactor, “ flow great is his gootlness, 
aiul how great is his beauty !’’ Unspeakable, indeed, 
was that love which induced the Son of God to take 
upon him our nature, aud therein to endure incoii* 
ceivable misery, that he might rescue sinners from 
eternal death. Indescribable is the beauty of that 
system by which the moral confusion of the w’orld is 
turned to good, and the souls of men are brought out 
of darkness into the light of truth. The change pro- 
duced by the Gospel resembled that glad season 
when, after laborious preparation and patient waiting, 
the earth yields her increase, and the vallies are 
covered over wdth corn ; they shout for joy, they also 
sing.” Ps. Ixv, 15. 


AUGUST THE THIRTIETH. 

XINIVERSAI. REDEMPTION. 

Zecliariah, xiv. 21.— I'Acre shall be no more the 
Canaanife in the house of the Lord. 

What is here said of the temple founded hy the 
Messiah deserves serious attention, because, while it 
seems at variance with other predictions, which give 
the most encouraging invitations to the penitent of 
all nations, it does in fact confirm those promises, by 
the assurance that there shall henceforth be no more 
any distinction between the believers of the slock of 
Israel and the proselytes of ibo gate. The former 
part of tlie prophecy exhibits a view of the Re- 
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deemcr submitting to the meanest condition, and, 
after being sold for thirty pieces of silver, acting in a 
judicial capacity towards bis rebellious people. TLeir 
iniquity in preferring a foreign yoke to tiie dominion 
of their legitimate Lord, is punished by the rapacity 
of the oppressor, who devours the choicest of the 
flock and fills the land with his cruelties. IVoni tliis 
dismal prosjiect the oracle recalls us to a considera- 
tion of the national guilt, in piercing the King of 
Zion, as the sole cause of the calamities here de- 
picted. But awful as this scene may be, it is one 
rich with consolation and full of inestimable benefits; 
for the wound inflicted, in the spotless victim, is the 
source of an inexhaustible stream for the purgation of 
sin, and the healing of the nations. This fountain 
cleft in the Saviour’s side, and frbm whence flowed 
blood and water, is said to be ** opened to the house 
of David, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem not 
that the purifying virtue of the offering is confined to 
one family or district, but to denote the person and 
place of the sacrifice. Tlironghout the prophetic 
Scripture the Messiah is uniformly declared to be 
the offspring of David according to the flesh ; and 
with equal clearness is it affirmed, that before his 
throne shall be established he must suffer at Jerusa- 
lem. But defined as the origin of the Divine Spring 
is, with respect to the time and manner of its appear- 
ance, the couise of it is far from being limited within 
any prescribed channel ; neither are the blessings im- 
parted by it confined to any description of persons. 
On the contrary, if is stated that the opening r)f tiie 
fountain shall be followed by the extinction of 
idolatry, uhich is a proof that the stream so to be 
poured forth is the measure ordained for the conver- 
sion of the whole heathen w orld to the knowlege of 
the true God. That the mercy here foretold is not 
the peculiar properly of the Jewish cominoiiwealth, 
a])pears farther from the denunciations uttered against 
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Jerusalem, mIiicIi is threatened with all the horrors 
of war, and its inhabitants with captivity. This pre- 
diction had its accomplishment when the capital of 
J udea was sacked by the Romans, who took away from 
the Jews their place and nation, so that ever since 
they have been without any settled home, altar, or 
•priesthood. The city, therefore, described in these 
prophetic visions, and out of which flow the waters 
of life, must be a spiritual community, and the 
temple that constitutes its highest glory is the co- 
venant of grace, scaled by the blood of the Lamb 
slain from the foundation of the world. 

As a distinguishing characteristic of this edifice, it 
is said that there shall be no Caiiaanite within its 
w'alls instt^ad of which, some translators would rcad^ 
no trafficker,” iiiendy because the word is by a rhe- 
torical figure used in this sense, the natives of that 
counlry being famous for their cunning in mercantile 
pursuits. liut the coustructioii of the prophecy re- 
quires ns to take the term as a proper name, and 
applied to the descendants of a person under the 
Divine malediction. In the new Jerusalem there is 
no more curse; and wherever the Gospel of peace 
conies, it cancels the .sentence of condemnation against 
sinners, and puts an end to *all typical distinctions 
between men on account of their origin and situation ; 
so that “ henceforth ye are no more strangers and 
foreigners, but fellow -citizens with the saints, and of 
the liousehold of God ; and are built upon the 
fouiidatioii of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself bi iiig the chief comer .stone ; in whom all the 
. building, fitly framed together, growelli unto an holy 
temple in the Lord : in whom ye also are builded 
togelh«?r for ,\n liabitatioii of God through the 
Spirit.” Kphes. ii, ly — 22. 
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xVUGUST THE THIRTY-FIRST. 

ADVENT OF THE MESSIAH. 

Malachii iii. \.—The Lord whom yc seek shall 

suddenly come to his temple. 

T H E concluding verse of the preceding chapter ex- 
hibits ail awful picture of the national character at 
tlic time when the Lord, by his licrald, gives notice 
of his approach, ^\llile the most debusing super- 
stition prevails among the mass of the people, their 
rulers are given up to an irreligious spirit, sajing, 
** Every one that doeth evil is good in the siglil of 
the Lord, and he delighteth in them, or where is 
the Ciod of judgment?” If this description is com- 
pared with the history of the Jewish .stale, we shall 
have no difficulty in di terniiiiing the application, nor 
will any doubt be entertained as to the accoinpiliNli- 
inent of the oracle. It was pieci.selv iii surh an un- 
believing age that the llapitist issued from the thsert, 
and enforced upon crowiled auditoiics the nece ssity 
of repentance to lit them for the kingdom oi hea\tn, 
which was then at hand. But the au.sUu* manners 
of the harbinger were attributed to demoniacal 
frenzy ; and the benevolent deportment of his Lord 
was so little respected by his bigoted enemies, that 
they scrupled not to call him a glutton and a wine- 
bibber, the friend of publicans and siimets.” Matt, 
xi. 19- bus w'us the prediction ventied, and the 
precursor sent to announce the Saviour’.s coming, 
belitted a King whose throne, instead of bt^ing esta- 
blished by carnal weapons and distinguished hy the 
pageantry of this world, obtains its scut in the hem Is 
of men, and acquires glory in biingiiig simiess to the 
life of righteousness. The Divine Person here pro- 
mised is the Angel of the Covenant, who apipeaied to 
the patriarchs, and couductea the tribes from Eg> pt 
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throiigli iIh^ wilderness; who gave the law from 
Sinai, and hlicd the tabernacle and the temple with 
his glory, lie is here called by his proper name of 
Jehovali, for the church of ohi never expected any 
other deliverer than the sclf-exisleiit and everlasting 
(jiod. At the lime of his appearance there was a 
general looking for him ; and though the body of tke 
nation had fahe notions of his character and govern- 
ment, they iiev<‘r attempted to dt riy the Divinity of the 
^lc>.siah, whose coming was universally expected- 
Sf) far, indeed, W(3re the Jews from lowering the 
dignity of Him whom they sought, that when he ac- 
tually eanie they charged liim with blasphemy for 
assuiiiijig a title wliich they deelared to be the ex- 
clusive properly of llie Deity. They knew that their 
sacred books had explicitly afiinned the absolute 
r^oclliead of the itedeemer ; but from this magnifi- 
< I nee they (.1 i v)ncouslY coneliiilcd that bo would mani- 
l' iiinisclf wii!) the ensigns of royalty and the splen- 
dour of a conqueior. J'heir sensiiulized minds could 
not endure liiitl vlie propln t fon told by their legisla- 
tor Jiould come out of the despised country of 
Ualiiee, much less that a poor nuchanic could be 
tin* Aiioiottd One of (Jod. When, therefore, tliu 
Messenger of the Covenant came to his inht iitance, 
he was rejected by those who professed to seek for 
liiin, because lie discouraged tlic false notions which 
tli.-y fondly clierislicd concerning the nature of the 
Messiah's kingdom. 'The sudden entrance of the 
l^»>rcl into his temple, implies the unprepared stale 
of those wIk) were the olijects of his ministry, and 
tlie disordered condition in ^hich he should find the 
sai!re<l edifice. W atchfulness was so necessary a part 
of the Levilical ollice, lliat tlic entrance of a stranger 
into tlie temple could never be properly sudden as 
long as they who liad the care of it attended to their 
duty. \ el the prophet declares that the Lord will 
come suddenly to his temple ; and the sense is im- 
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mediately determined by this strong exclamation . 
** Who may abide the day of his coming, and \\ho 
shall stand when lie appeareth r” As this Jangiiag(‘ is 
expressive of the depravity and indolence Mhi(*li 
should prevail at llie advent of tlie Messiah, so what 
follows shows the design of liis \isit to be for the 
purgation of corruption and the renewal of the sacer- 
dotal office. He sits as a reliner, who with in- 
credible pains separates the precious metal from the 
ore ; and as a fuller, who labours to cleanse the pol- 
luted garment from all its stains, lliiis does the pro- 
phecy represent Jehovah as coming in person to his 
temple; and thus did he actually enter it for the 
exercise of his judicial authority upon the delilers of 
the building, saying, My house is the house of 
prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves.’^ Luke, 
xix. 46. Here also he proclaimed his covenant 
aloud, when on the great day of the least In? eried to 
the people, ‘‘ if any man thirst, let him come unto 
me and drink.” John, vii. ,‘j7. Ihit iieilher his 
visitation in judgment, nor his calls of mercy, could 
bring the people to repentance. 'J'liey rijected the 
Lord of life, and sealed th(*ir condemnation in his 
blood; soon after which the set d ol Jai:oh were 
dispersed, but not consumed, being reseiNed by 
Jehovah for his second conihig, when the voice from 
heaven shall say, “ Ihliold, the tabernacle of Cjlod is 
with men, and he will dwell with them, and they 
sliali be Ills people; and Cod liiinsrlf shall be with 
them, and be their God. And (iod shall wipe away 
all tears fioni their cym ; and there shall be no more 
cteadi, iieitlier sorrow’ nor crying, neither shall theic 
be any more pain ; for the former things are passed 
away.” Rev. xxi. 4. 
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